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Assessment of Somali IDP Shelter Concentrations in Kismayo, 
Somalia (as on 14 September 2011) 
BACKGROUND: This assessment of IDP shelter concentrations within the urban extent of Kismayo was done in 
support of UN emergency humanitarian planning in the city following the dramatic influx of Somalis displaced by 
famine and armed conflict. Satellite imagery acquired on 1 April and 14 September 2011 was used for this shelter 
assessment. This assessment provides a detailed count of spatially-distinct concentrations of IDP shelters within the 
city, an estimate of the total number of IDP shelter structures in the city by camp site, and assesses the date periods 
the camp sites were likely formed. Identified IDP sites were further assessed for construction/shelter type, specifically 
looking for the presence of emergency tent shelters, a common barometer of active support from international aid 
organizations and NGOs.

This is a preliminary assessment and has not yet been validated in the field. Please send feedback to 
UNITAR/UNOSAT at the contact information below. Geographic datasets produced for this assessment and 
additional UNOSAT Horn of Africa products are available at http://www.unitar.org/unosat/horn-africa-data. This 
report is part of an on-going satellite monitoring program of UNITAR/UNOSAT of the Horn of Africa crisis in support 
of international humanitarian assistance and created to respond to the needs of UN agencies and their partners. 

ANALYSIS RESULTS: 
1. City-Wide IDP Shelter Site Summary: A total of 24 spatially distinct IDP shelter concentrations were identified

scattered across the central and western sections of the city, encompassing a total area of approximately 30.7 ha 
and hosting a total of approximately 5,025 individual shelter structures. The majority of IDP concentrations in the 
city were likely erected before 2006, and contain shelter structures likely constructed with more permanent 
building materials such as corrugated tin roofing. 

2. Newly Erected IDP Shelters between 1 
April and 14 September 2011: A total of three 
IDP shelter concentrations were recently
established within the city between 01 April 2011 
and 14 September 2011, containing approximately
2,325 informal IDP shelter structures. These 
shelters appear to be constructed from informal 
materials, likely wood/sticks and covered with 
paper, cloth or plastic debris. The notable absence 
of standard emergency tent shelters suggest that 
these IDP sites have yet to receive direct 
humanitarian support from local or international 
aid agencies. 

Figure 1 -  Camp site ID 309: Informal shelters likely constructed from 
materials such as wood/sticks and covered with paper, cloth or plastic 
debris.
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The largest of the three (ID: 309) is 
also the largest shelter concentration 
in the entire city composed of a total 
of 2,245 informal shelter structures 
within an area of approximately 6.5 
ha. This IDP concentration is notable 
because it has been constructed 
physically apart from the other IDP 
sites within the city, located on the 
western edge of Kismayo, over 2km 
from the nearest IDP concentrations. 

The two smaller IDP shelter sites 
(ID: 297 and ID: 294), are located in 
central Kismayo along the main road 
from Kismayo to Jamame and are 
spatially adjacent to a the majority of 
existing IDP concentrations. Shelter 
site ID: 297 contains approximately 
42 informal shelter structures within 
an area of approximately 0.22ha, and 
ID: 294 contains 35 shelter structures 
within an area of approximately 0.33 
ha.  

 

3. IDP Sites formed before 1 
April 2011.  

Of those 21 older IDP shelter sites 
established within the city well before 
01 April 2011, only 2 showed 
indications of recent expansion with 
the addition of approximately 60 new 
informal shelters out of a total of over 
2,710, the vast majority constructed 
from more permanent materials such as 
corrugated tin roofing. 

 

  

Figure 2. Camp ID: 309 – Largest IDP informal camp site within the city of 
Kismayo 

Figure 4 - Example of the older IDP camp sites within the city composed of more 
permanent building materials such as corrugated tin roofing. 

Figure 3 – Overview of the largest IDP camp site within the city (ID: 309) composed of 2,245 
shelters 
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This is a preliminary assessment and has not yet been validated in the field. Please send feedback to 
UNITAR/UNOSAT at the contact information below.  

 
 

 
Contact Information: 
Please send additions / corrections to UNITAR / UNOSAT: 
unosat@unitar.org 
Palais des Nations, 
Geneva, Switzerland 
T: +41 22 767 4020 (UNOSAT Operations) 
24/7 hotline: +41 76 487 4998 
www.unitar.org/unosat 
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