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“Our Rapid Response to Population Movements teams estimate that at least 20,000 families have been

forced to leave their homes in Rutshuru, South Lubero, North and South Walikale, and the north-eastern

and south-eastern areas of Masisi. These figures, collected directly from the field in collaboration with our

humanitarian  partners,  fluctuate  in  accordance  with  the  extremely  volatile  security  situation  that  is

preventing intervention, despite the alarmingly difficult conditions in which these displaced people are

living,” explains Cyril Blin, our on-site Head of Mission.

Since 2000,  SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL teams have been intervening in North Kivu,  a mountainous

province where there is a total of 550,000 displaced people. After three years of relative peace, conflicts

broke out again on a large scale in late March. As troops were mobilized to a concentrated number of

fronts, numerous territories were left unmanned. With so many pockets of unstable areas, it is impossible

to organize humanitarian aid without putting our teams in danger, not to mention the population itself. 

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL  calls on the opposing sides to respect International Humanitarian Law

and, more specifically, to allow humanitarian access that would allow help to reach the most vulnerable

families, who are desperately in need of basic assistance. 

OUR EMERGENCY PROGRAMS IN NORTH KIVU (with a total reach of 500,000 people)

>Rapid Response to Population Movements

>Emergency  assistance  to  displaced  and  returning  populations  as  well  as  to  host  families  (water,

hygiene & sanitation, and basic supplies)

>Emergency response against Cholera; reduction of endemic risks. 
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For interviews or for further information, we will put you in contact with Cyril Blin, our Head of Mission in

North Kivu, and with Catherine Hiltzer, DRC Operations Manager. 

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL is an international humanitarian aid organization that has been providing aid to the victims

of armed conflicts and natural disasters for over 30 years. Our mission is to respond to their most basic needs: food, drink,

and shelter. Our teams use their prior experience working in the most serious of humanitarian crises (Afghanistan, Haiti,

the Balkans,  Rwanda, Indonesia,  Darfur,  Somalia)  to develop their  renowned expertise  in the field  of access to clean

drinking water, hygiene, and sanitation, as well as in the essential areas of food security and reconstruction. 

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL - 50 rue Klock, 92110 Clichy, France  – Tel.: +33 1 80 21 05 05 - www.solidarites.org

MAY 25, 2012 Violent clashes between the Congolese army (the FARDC) and various

factions of North Kivu have been destabilizing the entire province since April of this

year. While 40,000 people have already sought refuge in Uganda and Rwanda, it is

currently impossible for aid to reach the thousands of fleeing families that our teams

have identified in the numerous combat zones.
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Over 20,000 families

forced to flee again


