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Ethiopia Drought Situation   

 In Kebridahar, Somali Region, the number of suspected acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) cases 
reduced significantly during the last four days, suggesting stabilization of the outbreak. The on-going 
response is focused on case management, active case finding and a hygiene awareness campaign 
led by the Regional Health Bureau and supported by ACF, WHO and UNICEF. A WHO team from 
Addis Ababa arrived in the area during the week to support community level epidemiological studies 
for better understanding of the issues of transmission control.  
 

 The food security situation is improving in the drought-affected belg producing woredas in SNNP 
region. The haricot bean, green maize, barley and Irish potato harvest is currently underway in all 
belg producing woredas that until now have been experiencing critical food shortages.  Field reports 
also indicate that production and productivity of livestock is slowly improving in pastoral and agro-
pastoral areas of the region. 

 
Somali Refugee Situation 

 According to UNHCR, as of 27 September 2011, the total number of Somali refugee population in 
the four Dollo Ado camps and the transit center stands at 124,055. Over the past one week the 
average number of registered refugees per day has been increasing, with 408 arrivals on 26 
September and 257 on 27 September. 
 

 UNHCR reports that enhanced health and nutrition interventions in the camps have resulted in a 
notable decline in the crude mortality rate in the Dollo Ado camps. In Kobe camp the mortality rate 
has gone down from 4-5 deaths per 10,000 to 1.1 deaths per 10,000 daily. 

 

 Nutrition partners in the camps have started to implement key recommendations from the recently 
completed rapid assessment on Infant and Young Children Feeding (IYCF) supported by UNICEF 
with the planned establishment of 21 baby friendly spaces/tents.  

 
Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 

 The influx of Sudanese refuges is increasing again as the security situation in the Blue Nile State 
continues to deteriorate. Since the influx started on 3 September, an estimated 25,000 have 
crossed the border into western Ethiopia. During the week, an estimated 1,500 new refugees 
arrived. 
 

 On 27 September 2011, UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP and the International Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) launched a joint appeal for funds to help refugees fleeing into western Ethiopia from Sudan‘s 
Blue Nile State. The appeal amounts to US$18.3 million, including US$4.8 million for UNICEF 
supported activities in water, basic domestic hygiene items, sanitation, nutrition, education, 
children protection, and psychosocial services.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Ethiopia Drought Situation  

 Rains continue to be reported from many parts of the Somali Region. During the past week, rainfall has 
been reported from parts of Warder, Korahe, Fik, Gode, Degahbur and Liben, while all woredas in 
Jigiga and Shinile zones have received good rains. The rains have partially replenished water 
catchments in some locations and improved water availability for both human and livestock. Water 
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scarcity remains a concern in the Deyr receiving south western zones of the region (Afder, Liben, and 
Gode zones). 
 

 In Oromiya Region, six zones received medium rainfall, while East Hararghe, Bale, Borena, North Shoa 
and Jimma zones had limited rainfall. The short rainy season is expected to start in the coming week in 
Borena, Guji and lowland parts of Bale zones.  

 

 The food security situation is improving in drought-affected belg producing woredas in SNNP region 
due to the on-going belg crop harvest. The haricot bean, green maize, barley and Irish potato harvest is 
currently underway in all belg producing woredas that until now have been experiencing critical food 
shortage. Field reports also indicate that production and productivity of livestock is slowly improving in 
pastoral and agro-pastoral areas of the region. 

 

 The number of suspected acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) cases reported from Kebridahar has been 
going down since 25 September, suggesting stabilization of the outbreak.   

 

 Five AWD cases were reported from East Harerge zone (Qarsa woreda) over the past week. Three 
confirmed AWD cases were also reported from Harari Region. Harari is the latest new region affected 
by AWD. Case management is on-going at isolated parts of the Harari Hospital. UNICEF dispatched 
three Case Treatment Centres (CTC) to support the response.  

 

 A flooding situation in Lake Tana in Amhara Region worsened during the week with an estimated 
11,000 households affected (figure yet to be confirmed). Water level in many dwellings reached one 
meter and a number of water schemes have been reported as non-functional and/or contaminated.  
Flooding has also been reported in lowland parts of Hadiya and Wolayta zones in SNNP affecting an 
estimated 800 households.  In Somali Region, the water levels of the Wabe Shebelle River (Gode 
zone) are showing some fluctuations but have not increased significantly. Close monitoring is required. 

 

 Schools were expected to complete registration for the 2011/2012 academic year the week of 19-23 
September in the Oromiya Region.  Low turnout has been observed in the drought-affected zones.  
Borena zone has so far only registered 27 per cent of expected enrolment.  Similar observations have 
been made in Guji and Bale zones where data is still to be confirmed.      

 

 In the Somali Region, mobilization of pastoral communities for registration of school-aged children was 
undertaken by the Regional Education Bureau in all nine zones.  

 

 Schools in Benishangul Gumuz were to be opened officially on 14 September 2011.  However, learning 
is disrupted in Kurmuk, Sherkole and Guba woredas where schools are hosting by Sudanese refugees. 
In Kurmuk woreda, seven out of nine primary schools, the two secondary schools and two out of four 
Alternative Basic Education Centers are being used by refugees affecting more than 70% of learners in 
this woreda.  In Sherkole, 4 out of 16 primary schools and 2 out of 16 ABECs are occupied, and 
therefore 39% of students in this woreda are not learning. About 60% of the refugees that have been 
registered at Sherkole Refugee camp are school-aged children (4-18 years) and are themselves in 
need of learning opportunities.  Two transit sites have been established, where temporary learning 
spaces will be established.  

 

Somali Refugee Situation  

 According to UNHCR, as of 28 September 2011 the total number of Somali refugee population in the 
four Dollo Ado camps and the transit center stands at 124,055.  
 

 The malnutrition situation in the camps appears to be stabilizing. According to MSF Spain, the number 
of children admitted to the Stabilization Centre (OT) in Kobe camp with severe cases is less compared 
to previous weeks (figures currently not available). A similar trend was observed in Outpatient 
Therapeutic Programme (OTP) admissions with a decrease from 3,800 to 3,445.  

 

 Over a two-week period, IMC screened 6,559 children under the age of five and 615 pregnant/lactating 
women in Kobe camp. 13.1 % of the children had SAM and 23.8 % MAM which is a significant 
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improvement compared to the August data.  A nutrition survey is planned to be conducted mid-October 
in all the camps.  

 
Sudanese Refugee Situation  

 The influx of Sudanese refugees continues as the security situation in the Blue Nile State is worsening. 
During the week, an estimated 1,500 new arrivals were reported entering from the Kurmuk entry point. 
An estimated 2,000 people are following this group and expected to arrive in the coming days.  
 

 In total, UNHCR estimates that 25,000 refugees have crossed the border into Ethiopia since 3 
September 2011. A great majority of them are not willing to stay in the camps, as they want to go back 
and forth to assess the situation and are waiting for their harvest. 

 

 ARRA, UNHCR and the Benishangul regional government have agreed to establish new transit camps 
in Gizen and Famatsore and a new refugee camp in Tongo. 

 

 On 27 September 2011, UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP and the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) 
launched a joint appeal for funds to help refugees fleeing into western Ethiopia from Sudan‘s Blue Nile 
State. The appeal amounts to US$18.3 million, including US$ 4.8 million for UNICEF supported 
activities in water, basic domestic hygiene items, sanitation, nutrition, education, children protection, 
and psychosocial services.  

CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Health (Refugees) 

 Health Partners in Dollo Ado (ARRA, UNHCR, UNICEF, MSF-Spain, and MSF-Holland) met on 25 
September to discuss the issue of decentralization of primary health care services and use of mobile 
health and nutrition teams (MHNTs) in the refugee camps. The partners concluded that they do not 
have the capacity and resources at this time to decentralize the primary health care services and 
establish the required 1 health centre for 10,000 people. Given the critical importance of 
decentralization of health and nutrition services, as a possible way forward the partners discussed the 
performance of the MHNTs deployed by UNICEF in Kobe and all partners recognized their important 
role. It was discussed and agreed to reassign one of the MHNTs from Kobe to Hiloweyn. Finally, the 
partners all agreed that the MHNTs will provide a full range of services, namely prevention and 
treatment according to the national guidelines. The MHNTs will refer SAM cases to the existing OTPs.  
UNICEF has offered to deploy additional MHNTs if required.   

 
PROGRAMME RESPONSE 
 
Nutrition:  
 
Response in drought affected regions 

 The UNICEF infant and young child feeding specialist in emergencies is currently in Jigiga, Somali 
Region, to conduct a rapid assessment of feeding practices in three different livelihood zones, namely 
riverine, pastoral and agro-pastoral.  The assessment will be completed on 29 September and followed 
by a training of trainers workshop scheduled 3-7 October in Jigiga.  

 With funding from the Humanitarian Response Fund, ACF is opening two Therapeutic Feeding Units 
(TFUs) in Doboweyn and Shilabo health centres. Necessary nutrition supplies from UNICEF have been 
prepositioned in Kebridahar and will be transfered to the new TFUs next week.  

 During the week, UNICEF delivered 9,420 cartons of plumpy‘nut to the TFPs in all 14 zones of Oromiya 
Region. 
 

Refugee response  

 Following the UNICEF supported Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) rapid assessment and 
training two weeks ago, nutrition partners have started to implement some of the key recommendations 
from the assessment with the planned establishment of 21 baby friendly spaces/tents. IMC has already 
established a baby friendly space in one of its TSF/BF sites in Kobe camp and is planning additional 
spaces in all seven SFP/BF sites in Kobe and Melkedida. UNICEF is in the process of recruiting a 
national officer (IYCF specialist).  
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 ACF opened two baby friendly tents in Hiloweyn. Both will be functional starting from next week. 
Trained staff on IYCF and two psychologists will be working in the baby tents.  ACF is planning to open 
two more baby tents. 

 SC USA is going to integrate baby friendly spaces with their child friendly centres. MSF-Spain and 
MSF-Holland are ready to establish baby friendly spaces in OTPs.  

 A stabilization centre for management of SAM cases in Kobe camp is nearly completed and will start 
functioning this week. IMC has established two SFP/BF sites in Kobe and 2 sites in Melkedida. 
UNICEF provided tents were used in two of the established stabilization centres. 

 
Health:  
 
Response in drought affected regions 

 The measles and Oral Polio Vaccine (OPV) vaccination campaign among children 0-14 years was 
completed in Dollo Ado woreda. According to reports from the Woreda health Office, 54,413 children 6 
months to 14 years old received measles (87% of the targeted group) and 22,009 children under five 
years of age received polio vaccines (85% of the targeted group). 

 The UNICEF team conducted a rapid survey in three kebeles (two in Suftu and one in Dollo Ado) and 
collected data from 99 children. Around 63.64 per cent of the interviewed children had received 
measles vaccination and 68.75 per cent received OPV. According to the caretakers, the main reason 
given for not being vaccinated was lack of information about the campaign.  

 UNICEF continues to support response to the suspected AWD outbreak in Kabridahar. In addition to 
support for case treatment, UNICEF is supporting hygiene promotion activities. Some 40,000 
brochures, 100,000 flyers and 1,000 posters on hygiene and AWD prevention messages have been 
sent to the area this week. 

 The national measles supplementary immunization activity (SIA) plan, initially targeting more than 1.4 
million children 6 months to 15 years of age in 22 ―hotspot‖ woredas, was endorsed by the Federal 
Ministry of Health on 23 September. To achieve a higher coverage, the SIA will be implemented in a 
phased manner in different regions. Sufficient amounts of vaccines and operation costs are being 
secured from various sources. SIA facilitators have been recruited to support micro planning, 
implementation and monitoring and evaluation of the SIA.  

 The measles supplementary immunization campaign started in Kelafo and Adadle towns in Somali 
Region on 26 September. Reports received so far from Kelafo indicate that 6,105 children have been 
vaccinated for measles. The SIA activity started in Dolobay woreda started on 27 September. Three of 
the remaining priority woredas (Mustahil, Ferfere, & Bare) have completed all pre-campaign activities 
and are expected to start on 28 September 2011. Most of the remaining woredas are undergoing pre-
campaign activities. 

 Merlin and Save the Children/UK are planning to introduce integrated community-based case 
management (iCCM) of common childhood illnesses, including pneumonia, diarrhea, malaria and 
severe malnutrition in Borena and Guji zones (Oromiya Region). Some 800 health extension workers 
will be trained in iCCM in the next 12 months and start iCCM services. This is based on a strategy to 
build resilience of the semi-pastoralist communities for disease outbreaks by strengthening the routine 
health care system at the community level.  
 

Refugee Response  

 The two UNICEF supported MHNT teams have increased their coverage and scope of interventions. 
During the week each team visited three remote areas in Kobe camp. Health education was 
conducted in 809 households. Out of the 600 children identified as severely or moderately 
malnourished, 566 were referred to the OTP and SFP programmes. Eighteen cases of diarrhoea 
were treated. More than 63 sick patients were referred to the health and OTP centres. 

 MSF-Holland is planning to conduct polio vaccination among children under five and penta 
vaccination among children under two year of age in Hiloweyn camp. UNICEF will provide 
necessary support, including preparation of the micro plan. Polio vaccination started during the 
week in the reception center and around 140 children were vaccinated.  

 Decision on measles vaccination of older age groups (up to 30 years) is still pending. There is a 
sufficient amount of measles vaccine in Dollo Ado to cover this group.  

 In Benishangul Gumuz, UNICEF will be providing supplies (vaccination and Vitamin A) for the 
measles vaccination exercise for Sudanese refugees age 6 months to 15 years.  

 The Benishangul Gumuz Regional Health Bureau (RHB), supported by UNICEF, is strengthening 
the capacities of the six mobile health and nutrition teams deployed two week ago. So far, 36 health 
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workers have been trained in emergency preparedness and response planning. Supplies and drugs 
have also been provided.  

 UNICEF supported the training of 45 health professionals in the Gambella Region on emergency 
disease management. It was a 5-day training aimed at improving the health workers‘ skills and 
knowledge on ways to manage outbreaks focusing on AWD, measles, malaria and meningitis 
epidemiology, mode of transmission, case definitions, management, prevention and control, 
including outbreak investigation and management. 

 
 
Water and Sanitation: 
 
Response in drought affected regions 
 
 

Water Trucks Deployed by Region, Week of 19-26 September

 

 The water trucking requirement increased slightly during the past week. Currently, the total 
requirement nationally is estimated at 139 trucks, with 133 operating. 

 In Somali Region, the water trucking needs have increased from 63 to 79 trucks over the past week. 
There are 79 trucks operating, with no gap. UNICEF/Government are supporting 33 trucks in 
Warder, Gode, Afder and Liben zones, while local & international NGOs are supporting 46. Borehole 
sources in Somali continue to operate reasonably well, with 92% still reported as functional.  

 In Oromiya, the current water trucking requirement is 43 trucks, with all needs met. UNICEF is 
supporting the Government with seven trucks, and NGOs are providing the rest. Most of the trucks 
(36) are operational in Borena zone. During the week, 43 water schemes were rehabilitated or 
maintained in Borena Zone and 7 in West Hararghe Zone. Rehabilitation requirements are noted in 
Guji Zone where UNICEF will send additional support to the Regional Water Bureau for this 
purpose. 

 In Afar, the requirement is estimated at 10 trucks, with seven currently operating (six with UNICEF 
support). These are benefitting approximately 10,000 persons. The gap of three trucks is being 
assessed, as the area of concern is currently receiving some rainfall. UNICEF has transferred funds 
as a contingency in case the additional trucks are required. One motorised water scheme in Afar 
has been rehabilitated, benefitting 2,400 persons. 

 In Tigray, recent rains have reduced the water scarcity situation. Currently, three water trucks are 
operational, with plans to increase this to seven by early October.  

 In response to the increase risk of flooding, UNICEF has drafted a Flood Preparedness Plan and 
shared it with partners. The plan is now being finalized in consultation with the government and 
implementing partners.  

 During the week, UNICEF participated in a coordination meeting on the flooding situation around 
Lake Tana. UNICEF-provided WASH items have been prepositioned at the Regional Water Bureau 
but may be insufficient. Gaps are currently being identified.  
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 UNICEF has an additional staff to Kebridahar to conduct further analysis in the prevention and 
control of WASH-related diseases and recommend gaps that need to be filled.  All necessary WASH 
supplies are now prepositioned in the Kebridahar UNICEF office.  

 UNICEF provided 1,000 jerry cans (20 litres capacity) and 260 cartons (each containing 1,000 
sachets) to IRC to be distributed to 10 kebeles in Dollo Ado woreda.  

 Pre-positioning of WASH supplies for religious festivals continues. WASH items were sent to 
SNNPR for Meskel, and Amhara Region for Gishen Mariam. Supplies include jerry cans, squatting 
plates, soap, water treatment chemicals, water storage tanks, calcium hypochlorite, and an 
EmWatKit 

 

Refugee Response 

 In Kobe camp, the UNICEF/IRC-supported water tanker is delivering between 100,000-120,000 
litres per day. The per capita average water access in Kobe camp is 11 litres per day.  
UNICEF is currently finalizing the recruitment of hygiene promoters for the Dollo Ado camps. Up to 
three additional hygiene promoters will be contracted to support UNHCR and ARRA. 

 UNICEF mobilised two pieces of heavy earthmoving construction equipment (backhoe loaders) to 
Dollo Ado this week. The equipment is urgently required to speed up installation of latrines, digging 
of water pipes and drainage channels. 

 Water system upgrades in Bokolmayo camp continued with the laying of 9,000 meters of pipe.  
These are nearing completion. Excavation will continue and should be completed within three 
weeks. 

 Additional latrine blocks have been completed which bring the total number of latrine ‗stances‘ to 
1,064 for all camps. Some 1,000 latrines are still under construction by IMC. Overall latrine 
‗coverage‘ (completed latrines only) is about 48 per cent. 

 
Education 
 
Response in drought affected regions 

 The Somali Education Bureau, with technical support from UNICEF, completed the education 
emergency data collection form covering the impacts of the current drought on this year‘s school 
start (September/October). The forms have been distributed to the community mobilization 
campaign teams deployed in all nine zones of the region to collect the data for planning and 
response purposes. 

 An education emergency training is scheduled to take place on 29-30 September for all education 
cluster members, regional education staff, and selected woredas in Degahbur and Jijiga zones.  

 
Refugee Response  

 ARRA, UNHCR and UNICEF completed the selection of locations for eight tented primary schools in the 
four refugee camps.  This week, UNICEF delivered the 118 tents for the establishment of eight tented 
schools of eight classrooms each in the four camps.  The supplies related to these schools which can 
reach 11,000 students will arrive in the camps on Friday.  ARRA is identifying the teachers to be trained 
in readiness for the schools‘ opening, scheduled for mid-October. 

 UNICEF has secured the services of a Trainer for Basic Pedagogy—interactive methodology, peace 
education methodology and pscyho-social support—who will join the ARRA team to train the 140 
teachers who will be deployed in schools in the Dollo Ado camps.  With 18-20 teachers normally 
required per school, this training should be enough to cover the needs of eight schools to be supported 
by UNICEF.   

 
Child protection 
 
Response in drought affected regions 

 Preparatory work to establish up to an additional 50 community care structures (CCS), including  training 
for CCS members and community based para social workers in 30 drought affected woredas in the 
Oromiya,  Somali , SNNPR and Tigray regions  is fully completed. The training of community-based 
para-social workers will commence on 1 October 2011 and will continue until the end of December 
2011. The aim of the training is to support community-based support structures for child protection and 
reduce vulnerability.  
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 In the Somali Region, UNICEF, with regional BOLSA, finalized a Community Care Structure (CCS) 
action plan for seven drought affected woredas (Gode, Kalafo, Adadle, Cherati, Hargele, Dollo-Ado, and 
Moyale), of which three of them are those hosting Somalia refugees.  

 
Refugee Response  

 UNICEF continues to provide technical assistance to partners on child protection issues. 
 

FUNDING  

Table I:  Funds received as of 28 September 2011, against the HAC 2011 (US$) 

Sector 
2011 Requirements 
(US$) 

Funds received 
as of (US$) 

Unmet requirements 
(US$) 

Health 16,331,000 10,132,152 38% 

Nutrition 28,812,364 35,101,983 - 

WASH 14,913,960 8,396,461 44% 

Education 9,704,704 4,499,184 54% 

Child Protection 
4,520,000 

                                
712,178  

84% 

HIV 700,000 0 100% 

Cluster Coordination 1,646,000 842,108 49% 

Total* 76,628,028 59,684,066 22% 
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