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Highlights:  

 Shortage of food is reported to be the main humanitarian concern for displaced people in Agok. 
Resources are being mobilized to deliver emergency food stocks to affected people. 

 The number of displaced people in Pariang in Unity State now totals 10,500. Health and nutrition teams 
on the ground have been reinforced as a result of high levels of malnutrition amongst new arrivals. 

 Response to people affected by inter-communal violence in mid-August in Jonglei State is underway, but 
logistical constraints are hampering the relief efforts. 

 
29 September 2011 

 

I. Situation Overview  
The situation in South Sudan over the past week was relatively stable, but unpredictable. Humanitarian partners 
are closely monitoring the situation in the Abyei area, after Sudan and South Sudan on 8 September committed to 
withdraw troops by the end of September. However, only days prior to the agreed withdrawal date troops 
remained. Concerns are also focused on the upcoming start of the Misseriya migration, which normally occurs 
from around late October. Tensions also continue to simmer in Jonglei and Upper Nile states due to persistent 
rumours of impending inter-communal and rebel militia attacks.  
 
Relief efforts continued to concentrate on responding to people displaced into South Sudan by conflict in 
Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile in Sudan, displaced people in Agok, and impacts of the inter-communal clash in 
mid-August in Uror County in Jonglei State. Humanitarian actors also focused on returns planning including 
around the potential closure of the Kosti way station in Sudan, which authorities have indicated may occur in the 
near future. This development would mean that South Sudanese would instead be encouraged to proceed directly 
to Renk where the key transit site is already at full capacity. 
 

II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
Food relief remains the main humanitarian concern for displaced people in Agok 
The situation for the households in and around Agok, 45 km south of Abyei town, affected by seasonal flooding 
early September has reportedly eased and the majority of affected families have returned to their homes. About 
1,600 families have received non-food item (NFI) and shelter kits since the start of the response. Shortage of food 
is reported to be the main humanitarian concern among the displaced as the former Abyei residents who were 
displaced in May this year have not been able to grow their own crops and are not able to purchase goods in the 
market due to high prices. The situation for the displaced has been compounded by the effect of the flash floods 
in the first week of September. Arrangements to deliver 170 metric tons of food supplies, provided by the 
Government of South Sudan, are underway by road from Wunrok and Kwajok in Warrap State. This will be 
enough to feed more than 10,000 people for one month. Simultaneously, resources are being mobilized to airlift 
emergency food stocks to support the displaced people should the trucks not be able to make the journey due to 
poor roads. Fishing items for 520 households in 13 villages have been distributed in the Abok/Abyei area. The 
Food and Agriculture Organization has reported that this year has good fishing potential, with seasonal floods and 
heavy rains having produced enough water resources for fish to breed.  
 
High levels of malnutrition continue to be of concern amongst newly displaced in Unity State 
Displacement into Unity State due to insecurity in Southern Kordofan in Sudan continues, with the number of new 
arrivals in Pariang in Unity State now totaling 10,500. High levels of malnutrition continue to be a concern and, as 
a result, health and nutrition teams by two non-governmental organizations have been reinforced. In terms of 
health activities, a first measles vaccination campaign was conducted during which 1,155 children were 
immunized. A second campaign combined with vitamin A distribution is under preparation. Additional latrines 
have been dug and a second water point is being explored through the repair of an existing hand pump. A second 
water point is critical as the existing one has now reached its full capacity. Food airdrops to the area continue.   
 
The new arrivals are mainly women and children and UNICEF has conducted a rapid registration of 546 
unaccompanied minors and 129 separated children. The number of protection monitors is being reinforced 
through additional humanitarian staff. In the meantime, work progresses at the future relocation site through site 
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clearance and the repair of the water system. Three organizations are setting up an antenna presence at the new 
site to facilitate the work. 
 
Insecurity in Blue Nile State displaces people into Upper Nile in South Sudan 
Continuing bombardment in Kurmuk in Blue Nile in Sudan was reported between 21 and 25 September. While the 
bulk of people fleeing the area are making their way across the border to Ethiopia, some people are also reported 
to be arriving in Maban County in Upper Nile. Unconfirmed reports by local authorities put the number of new 
arrivals at approximately 6,000 people. An inter-agency assessment is planned for early next week to confirm this 
information and assess any needs of the people.  
 
Response to displaced people in Jonglei continues, but has been hampered by logistical constraints  
The security situation in Jonglei remains volatile, particularly in northern counties due to alleged rebel militia group 
recruitment in Duk, Ayod, Pigi, Fangak, Nyirol and Uror. Tensions between groups of Lou Nuer and Murle youth 
continue to be reported despite ongoing efforts by Government, community and the UN to de-escalate inter-ethnic 
strains. 
 
Humanitarian assistance continued to those affected by the violence in Uror County in mid-August. To date, some 
21,600 displaced people have been provided food in Pieri, Payai and Karam. However, delivery of food relief 
remains challenging, especially in Pieri, where food stocks in the area were looted during the attack and transport 
by road is impossible due to the poor conditions of roads during the rainy season. An inter-agency meeting was 
held in Bor during the week to determine modality and priority of assistance given the logistical limitations. WFP is 
currently exploring the possibility to airlift food supplies into Pieri.  
 
Non-food item needs remain in communities affected by the inter-communal fighting in August. Partners are 
working with UNMISS to airlift NFI supplies in the coming week, including a batch for 200 households in Pieri and 
300 households in Yuai. Further NFIs will be provided as needs are better established and it is logistically 
possible to transport them. In Uror, humantiarian partners repaired five of six boreholes and the last is expected to 
be repaired as soon as spare parts are available.  

 

III. Returns to South Sudan 
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

State: 
Upper 
Nile 

Unity Warrap 
Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Lakes Jonglei 
Western 

Equatoria 
Central 

Equatoria 
Eastern 

Equatoria 
Total 

New arrivals in 
final destination   
21- 27 September 47 819 83  0 83  0  0  0  0  0 1,032 

Previous arrivals 
(adjustments) 0 171  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 171 

Previous total 56,794 83,851 31,984 66,157 19,142 17,332 19,818 1,223 35,969 9,930 342,200 

Updated total 56,841 84,841 32,067 66,157 19,225 17,332 19,818 1,223 35,969 9,930 343,403 

Type of Returnee 

Government 
assisted 25,057 32,080 16,770 21,550 7,623 15,627 16,090 707 21,717 8,491 165,712 

Spontaneous 16,634 52,761 6,040 43,216 11,602 1,435 3,698 467 14,252 1,439 151,544 

Unspecified 15,150  0 9,257 1,391  0 270 30 49  0  0 26,147 

 
*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 27 September 2011. 

 
Barge movements of returnees continued over the week 
South Sudanese continued to cross into South Sudan, mainly through the Renk corridor in Upper Nile. An IOM-
supported barge carrying some 1,700 returnees destined for Juba passed Bor in Jonglei and a government-
organized barge arrived in Juba on 28 September with 577 people on board. In addition, the government-
organized barges that departed Kosti on 22 September with just over 1,000 returnees passed through Renk and 
arrived in Malakal on 28 September. The returnees are destined for locations within Upper Nile and Adok in Unity 
State. Onward transport remains insufficient and there are few services in most stop-off points. Some 
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 hotspot locations 

spontaneous returns were also reported over the week, with over 800 people arriving, largely to Rubkona and 
Bentiu towns, despite continuing insecurity in Southern Kordofan. 
 
Poor conditions in transit requires response by health actors  
The situation on the barges that arrived in Renk and Malakal over the week has raised renewed concerns about 
overcrowding. A high prevalence of diarrhea and malaria amongst passengers prompted a response by health 
partners in Renk. Drug supplies to treat the diseases were replenished on the barges as much as possible, but a 
shortage of drugs has been reported in Renk. IOM is conducting a more comprehensive manifesting of returnees 
who arrived by barge in Malakal to ensure that their final destinations are better known as this will help planning 
for onward transport and other support that may be required.  
 
In Unity, spontaneous returnees continue to receive food and other emergency assistance as required while they 
await land allocation or onward transport. This included food assistance for almost 700 people in Rubkona and 
Bentiu towns over the week. Partners have also worked with government to resolve land allocation issues, such 
as slow land preparation and surveying charges being passed on to returnees, and to more closely integrate 
humanitarian and reintegration plans.  
 
Pressure to receive more returnees in Renk is increasing 
The South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) and the Sudan Humanitarian Aid Commission 
have reached an agreement to cease registration of returnees in Kosti, instead encouraging them to proceed 
directly to Renk. The RRC have deployed three additional staff to Renk to assist with the coordination of returnee 
movements and humanitarian support. With key transit sites in Renk already at full capacity, the possible influx of 
tens of thousands of southerners in coming weeks is of concern to humanitarian partners. Three potential 
additional sites have been identified in Renk, but approval of the host communities and official confirmation are 
still required. The logistical difficulties of meeting humanitarian needs in Renk and the proximity to the border in 
the event of security issues are other challenges that are being discussed. Until the rains end around November, 
there is no possibility to offer onward transport from Renk by road.  
 
The humanitarian community continues to press for the upholding of minimum standards during transit. Partners 
are also calling for improved joint planning between the Government of Sudan, Government of South Sudan, and 
humanitarian actors in both countries to ensure these standards are met and returns proceed in as safe and 
efficient a manner as possible. 
 

IV. Humanitarian planning and coordination  
 
Humanitarian Coordination Forum held with new Minister for Humanitarian Affairs  
The Humanitarian Coordination Forum – which operates as the main interface between the Government of South 
Sudan, humanitarian agencies and humanitarian donors – was held on 27 September, co-chaired by the Minister 
for Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management Mr. Joseph Lual Acuil and by the Humanitarian Coordinator 
a.i. Ms. Lise Grande. The Minister highlighted strong concerns over recent interference with the humanitarian 
operation by Sudan People’s Liberation Army and other actors, committing to raise the issue with the Ministry of 
Interior and to take steps to address and prevent abuses. 

 
 


