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Impact of the Floods:
•	 20	million	people	affected	

•	 1,985	deaths

•	 1.7	million	homes	damaged	or	destroyed

In July 2010, heavy monsoon rains began to sweep through large 

areas of Pakistan, pummeling the country for months. As the rains 

continued, they caused unprecedented floods that submerged 

homes, roads and cropland, impacting more than 20 million people 

across 70 percent of the country.

From the earliest days of the floods, local Red Crescent volunteers 

were on the ground responding in their communities. Soon, they 

were joined by additional teams, deployed by partners from within 

the global Red Cross and Red Crescent network to help meet the 

growing needs. The American Red Cross lent extensive support to 

these efforts, ultimately dedicating $8.2 million in assistance that 

was made possible by the generosity of donors.

A young girl and her friends enjoy a game that teaches about hygiene in 
Thatta, Sindh province, Pakistan. The project is part of the water and 
sanitation program implemented by the Red Cross and Red Crescent to 
help people recover from the 2010 floods.
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With millions of homes left 
damaged or destroyed, the global 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
network immediately mobilized to 
meet the need for emergency 
shelter, food and relief supplies. 
Backed by thousands of Pakistan 
Red Crescent volunteers, the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
network deployed specialized 
teams to conduct search and 
rescue, and to provide relief 
items, emergency shelter 
supplies, clean water and latrines. 
In total, 2.6 million people 
received this assistance. 

As part of this effort, the 
American Red Cross has 
dedicated assistance valued at 
$8.2 million: 

• Provided $4.8 million for 
emergency shelter and other 
support and $2.5 million for 
vaccinations for measles and 
other diseases;

• Sent 131,000 relief items 
valued at $960,000—including 
blankets, sleeping mats and 
cooking items—from regional 
warehouses in Kuala Lumpur 
and dubai to help survivors 
meet their most basic needs; 
and

• Deployed two disaster 
specialists to help the Pakistan 
Red Crescent coordinate 
international assistance for the 
operation.
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The Red Cross and  
Red Crescent Response 

At home Again 
For Kulsoom Bibi, a widow with four 
children, daily life was challenging 
after her house was destroyed by the 
2010 floods.  

“I lost my house, the only property I 
had, in the floods,” she said.  After the 
floods, the price of wheat, sugar, 
eggs and poultry skyrocketed.  
Kulsoom’s modest income was not enough to meet the basic needs 
of her family, much less allow her to rebuild her home. 

When Red Cross and Red Crescent volunteers arrived in Kulsoom’s 
community in Sindh province, neighbors quickly identified her family 
as one of the most vulnerable. These volunteers soon provided 
Kulsoom and her family with a cash grant to build a new home. 

“We want to empower the homeowner to make their own choices 
about their housing recovery needs, which is one reason why the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent chose to provide cash grants along 
with guidance on building back safer structures, as opposed to just 
building a house for them,” explains Iru Serra-Lasa, shelter advisor 
with the American Red Cross. “Cash is a flexible system that allows 
the homeowner to decide what size of a house they want and what 
materials they want to use.” The cash is provided in three 
installments, which allows the Red Cross and Red Crescent to 
monitor progress and guide homeowners to ensure certain 
milestones are met for each new installment.  

As Kulsoom rocked her young daughter to sleep in their new home, 
she whispered: “I am very glad that I have my own shelter. If the 
floods come this year, I am safe because of the structure of the 
house. My children are happy here. I can lead my life the way I want.”

Kulsoom Bibi received a cash grant from the global Red Cross and Red Crescent 
network to build a new home following the 2010 floods. The home was built back 
safer on a higher foundation to resist flooding in the future.

In Sindh, Pakistan, Kulsoom Bibi 
puts the finishing touches on the 
mud wall in her new home. 
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With many health centers damaged, displaced 
residents faced difficulty accessing basic health 
care. The global Red Cross and Red Crescent 
network helped fill this gap by deploying mobile 
medical teams that provided emergency and basic 
health services to more than 935,000 people. 

To prevent large disease outbreaks, the American 
Red Cross and our partners in the Measles 
Initiative expedited a vaccination and health 
outreach campaign in flood-affected areas. To 
date, we have immunized 17 million children—out 
of a planned 25 million nationwide—with measles 
and polio vaccines and provided mothers and 
caregivers with health information.  

As the focus of response efforts moved toward 
helping people recover, the global Red Cross and 
Red Crescent network provided winterized shelter 
materials for those living in the colder, northern 
areas. We also provided agricultural items such  
as seeds and tools to help rural communities 
regain self-sufficiency. To address the long-term 
psychological impact of the floods, Red Cross and 
Red Crescent staff and volunteers continue to 
provide emotional support services. 

Going forward, the global Red Cross and Red 
Crescent network will continue to help families 
recover, as well as focus on increasing their 
resilience to future disasters. We are providing 
support to improve water and sanitation systems, 
reconstruct homes, and rebuild livelihoods. A 
disaster preparedness program, supported by the 
American Red Cross since 2009, is building the 
critical response skills of communities and the 
Pakistan Red Crescent and connecting 
community-based disaster preparedness to 
national emergency response systems.

Pakistan Floods  
Facts at a glance  

The Pakistan Red Crescent, with support from the 

American Red Cross and other partners within the 

global Red Cross and Red Crescent network, has—

 distributed food, relief items and emergency shelter 
supplies to 2.6 million people;

 Provided health services through mobile medical units 
to more than 935,000 patients; 

 Reached nearly 22,000 people with psychological and 
emotional support services;

 Provided clean water and sanitation services to 
950,000 people; 

 Replaced agricultural items such as seeds and tools 
for 420,000 farmers; and

 Reconnected more than 870 families via telephone, 
both in-country and abroad.
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Two boys stand amidst what remains of their community in the 
Nowashara district, one of the worst-affected districts in 
Kybher Pakhtunkhwa province. 
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The American Red Cross is committed to using every dollar wisely to help the people 
of Pakistan recover. An average of 91 cents of every dollar the American Red Cross 
spends is invested in humanitarian services and programs. Thank you for joining us 
to help those in need.

You can help people affected by disasters like floods, fires, tornadoes and 
hurricanes, as well as countless crises at home and around the world, by making  
a donation to support American Red Cross Disaster Relief. Your gift enables the 
Red Cross to prepare for and provide shelter, food, emotional support and  
other assistance in response to disasters. Visit redcross.org or call 1-800-RED 
CROSS. Contributions may also be sent to your local American Red Cross 
chapter or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013.

The American Red Cross is grateful for the continuing support of members of the Annual Disaster Giving Program and the Disaster 
Responder Program whose financial donations mean the Red Cross is always there to help in times of disasters—internationally or 
domestically. These members include:

3M
Altria group
Aon
Caterpillar
Cisco Foundation 
ConAgra Foods 
Costco Wholesale Corporation 
Darden Restaurants, Inc.
dr Pepper Snapple group 
FedEx Corporation

GE Foundation 
The home depot Foundation 
John deere Foundation
Kimberly-Clark Corporation
Kraft Foods
Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
Merck
Morgan Stanley 
nationwide Insurance Foundation 
northrop grumman

Ryder Charitable Foundation
Southwest Airlines
State Farm
State Street Foundation
Target 
The TJX Companies, Inc.
Unitedhealthcare
UPS 
Walmart

American Express 
Archer Daniels Midland Company
AXA Foundation 
general Motors Foundation

Starbucks Coffee Company  
  and Starbucks Foundation
US Airways

To learn more about the work of the American Red Cross around the world, please visit www.redcross.org/international.

American Red Cross  
Pakistan Floods Assistance

Emergency  
Shelter and Other  

Support
58%

Relief 
Items
12%Health

30%

Kitchen	sets,	blankets,	
sleeping	mats	and	tarps	 
from	pre-positioned	supplies	
in	global	warehouses	Measles	Initiative	

support	to	prevent	
the	spread	of	
diseases

Winterized	shelter	
materials,	cash	grants,	
water	and	sanitation,	
livelihoods	support	
and	personnel	
deployments
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American Red Cross work in Pakistan 

is made possible by the generosity  

of corporations, foundations and 

individuals. The American Red Cross 

has put their gifts to work, providing 

$960,000 for relief items, $4.8 million 

for emergency shelter and other 

support, and $2.5 million 

for vaccinations against measles  

and other diseases. 

The American Red Cross received a total of $8.2 million in donations to support response and recovery efforts in Pakistan. 
This chart reflects total commitments for completed and ongoing activities.
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Annual Disaster Giving Program

Disaster Responder Program
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