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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was prepared by 
OCHA Libya. It covers the period from 19 to 23 September 2011.  The next report will be issued on or 
around 26 September. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
� Large-scale displacement from Bani Walid and Sabha as fighting continues 
� INGOs focus on providing medical assistance to treat war-wounded near the frontlines 
� Urgent need for clearance of explosive remnants of war in urban areas as people continue to 

return to their homes 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
The situation in many parts of Libya that 
had experienced fighting has continued 
to stabilise with daily life returning to 
normal.  However, there remain pockets 
of intense fighting and insecurity, in 
areas surrounding Sirte and Bani Walid, 
as well as in parts of southern Libya, 
around Sabha and Hun. 
 
Heavy shelling and fighting has been 
reported in Hun, with large numbers of 
casualties.  There are also reports that 
the town’s power station was hit during 
the shelling, causing disruptions to the 
power supply.  This is likely to affect the 
water supply and provision health 
services. 
 
In Sirte there are reports that few basic 
supplies are able to enter the city, due to 
the fighting. The power supply has 
reportedly been interrupted, affecting the 
water supply. Humanitarian actors are on 
standby and have prepositioned stocks 

to provide health, food and water assistance as soon as access is possible. 
 
An inter-agency group is coordinating a multi-cluster response to provide assistance to around 24,000 IDPs 
(UNHCR estimate, some sources place this figure as high as 43,000) who have reportedly left Bani Walid.  
Displacement continues, despite reports that movement out of Bani Walid is restricted by fighting around the 
city, armed groups (at ad hoc checkpoints) as well as fuel shortages. 
 
The exact number of displaced people in Libya is unknown, and 
constantly in flux as fighting spreads to new locations, while the situation 
stabilises in other areas. At present (as of 22 September), UNHCR 
estimates the number of IDPs in northwest Libya at around 62,700, 
most of whom have been displaced since fighting intensified in mid-
August.  The table to the right provides a breakdown of estimated IDP 
figures in the northwest, by area of origin. 
 
Due to the volatile security situation, there is limited verified information on the humanitarian situation in the 
areas that continue to experience fighting.  Much of the information on humanitarian needs has been 
obtained from key informants and IDPs who left the towns due to the conflict. 

Area of Origin 
Estimated 

Number of IDPs* 

Tawarga 35,000 

Bani Walid 24,000 

Sirte 1,700 

Other areas 2,000 

TOTAL 62,700 
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The local authorities in Benghazi have reported a significant decrease in the number of IDPs in eastern 
Libya, as the situation stabilizes in their hometowns and people return home.  Local authorities estimate that 
there are currently around 23,700 people who remain in displacement, around a quarter of which are in 
Ajdabiya.  Those remaining in displacement mostly originate from the towns of Brega, Bishr, Al-Alaghia, and 
the areas further west, as far as Ras Lanuf. 
 

Inter-agency Missions 
 

Ras Lanuf 

 

On 19 September, the first inter-agency mission took place to Ras Lanuf (340 km southwest of Benghazi). 
Ras Lanuf was built in the 1980s for staff of the oil companies operating in the area.  It had a pre-conflict 
population of between 25,000 and 30,000, of which only around 10 per cent were originally from the area.  
The majority of the population originated from Benghazi. During the conflict most of the population fled, 
mainly to Benghazi, and foreign workers left for their countries of origin. By the time of the mission only 
a small, unknown number of people had returned. 
 
The mission participants looked into protection (including mine action and child protection), food security, 
education, and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) issues.  Due to the small number of people present in 
the city the mission concluded that, at present, no humanitarian activities are needed in Ras Lanuf, apart 
from mine action. 
 
The mission met with the director of the main oil company in the area (RASCO).  The oil companies either 
have yet to resume operations, or are operating at a reduced level due to security concerns. Although the 
city came under NTC control on 23 August sporadic clashes continue in the area. RASCO plans to resume 
operations soon, given that there was limited damage to its installations. Once the production date is set, the 
return of many more people is likely, since the lack of livelihoods has been cited as one of the main factors 
dissuading people from returning at the moment. 
 
The mission recommends that an assessment is carried out urgently in Bin Jawad (37km west of Ras Lanuf) 
as agencies received several reports of humanitarian needs (pop c. 8,500). Bin Jawad is not an industrial 
town, and therefore has no services and infrastructure support from an oil company. 
 

Tarhouna 

 

An inter-agency mission to Tarhouna on 18 September visited two IDP sites in Tarhouna.  The IDPs 
reportedly originate from Tawarga (south of Misrata).  In total, around 1,500 families (25,000 individuals) 
from Tawarga were forced into displacement during the conflict, as a result of tribal, racial and political 
disagreements with armed groups from neighbouring Misrata.  Since before the conflict the Tawarga tribe 
had been marginalised and was subject to discrimination. A total of 144 Tawarga families have been 
displaced to Tarhouna (over 600 individuals), as registered by the Local Council, and are located in three 
different sites. 
 
At the first site visited there were 72 IDP households, registered by the Local Council.  The humanitarian 
conditions of the site were found to be poor in terms of health, hygiene, shelter, water and protection.  IDPs 
reported that they have been targeted three times over the past week, with acts of reprisal and violent 
threats from armed groups from Misrata, due to apparent associations with pro-Gaddafi elements. The IDPs 
also reported several cases of abductions of men and adolescents.  The people who were abducted have 
reportedly been taken to Misrata. 
 
At the second site (42 IDP households), the humanitarian conditions were better.  A need for basic non-food 
items was identified (including hygiene kits and blankets).  IDPs have not reported receiving any threats, 
although abductions of men and adolescents were reported.  In both locations, the number of people 
abducted is unknown. 
 
The third Tawarga IDP site was not visited by the team.  The Local Council has registered 18 households at 
this site, and there are reported NFI, water, hygiene, health and protection needs. 
 
In response to the serious concerns over access to safe drinking water, adequate sanitation and health in 
the IDP sites, WASH actors are planning to truck water to cover the needs of the IDP population and health 
actors are planning to undertake basic medical tests on 24 and 25 September. 
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There were few signs of armed conflict within the town, and no obvious signs of explosive remnants of war 
were found. 
 

Misrata 

 

A one-day inter-agency mission went to Misrata on 19 September, with a focus on protection issues, 
following reports of restrictions on freedom of movement, and significant ERW needs.  The Logistics Cluster 
also participated in the mission to look into the functionality of the port and warehousing capacity, for 
prepositioning stocks in Misrata for eventual distribution to Sirte and Bani Walid, when access opens up.  
The mission participants met with INGOs operating in the area, as well as with local authorities. 
 
INGOs working on ERW clearance in Zlitan and Nayma (15 km east of Zlitan), reported that the ERW 
situation is severe, and that a 4 km landmine defence line was set up in the area by pro-Gaddafi forces.  
House-to-house clearance of ERW is underway on the main street in Misrata (Tripoli Street), where the 
buildings were severely damaged due to heavy fighting.  The mission found that there were sporadic 
minefields around Misrata, left as pro-Gaddafi forces retreated from the area, mines had also been laid in 
between houses. 
 
A follow up protection-focused mission is planned for next week, to follow up on protection issues with the 
local authorities, and to obtain more precise information on the humanitarian and protection needs in the 
area. 
 

Nafusa Mountains 

 

Between 18 and 20 September, an inter-agency mission to the Nafusa Mountains conducted a needs 
assessment, including visual observations and sector-specific reviews, in the towns of Yafran, Zintan, Jadu, 
Al Jansh, Tiji, Hanamid and Nalut.  The team looked into water, power, fuel, health, food, protection, shelter 
and education.  There were significant variations in the humanitarian situation from location to location. 
 
According to preliminary findings, the overarching priority needs are in clearance of explosive remnants of 
war (ERW) and risk education, fuel and water (there were reportedly water issues in the area prior to the 
conflict).  There were many signs of life returning to normal in the towns visited.  Schools have reopened, 
and there were no IDPs identified in the locations visited, implying that significant IDP return has taken place 
since the large-scale displacement of mid-August 2011.  The availability of fuel varies considerably from one 
town to the next. 
 
Planning for another mission to the Nafusa Mountains is underway to undertake needs assessments in the 
remaining towns.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

PROTECTION 
 
As outlined above, serious protection concerns remain for members of the Tawarga tribe. Around 35,000 
people from Tawarga have been displaced.  In their areas of displacement Tawarga IDPs continue to face 
threats and discrimination from armed groups. The Protection Cluster continues work to ensure that these 
IDPs have safe locations to seek shelter.  They are also receiving food baskets from WFP and water 
supplies from UNICEF.  The Cluster is working with the NTC Libya Stabilisation Team and the Security 
Committee to resolve protection issues and find durable solutions. 
 
The situation of third country nationals (TCNs), particularly those in the port area of Tripoli, remains a serious 
concern to humanitarian actors, given the poor living conditions and rising tensions between TCNs, owners 
of fishing boats and security personnel.  On 21 September, members of the Misrata brigade made a failed 
attempt to relocate all of the TCNs in the port by bus to a relocation site on vacated farmland.  However, 
before the relocation was completed, neighbouring local residents protested, causing them to abandon the 
plan.  Two more relocations were attempted that night, before all the TCNs were returned to the port area.  
The following day, a joint UN-NTC delegation visited the port to speak with residents and continue strategic 
discussions on possible solutions. 
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A team of UN and NTC representatives visited the port at Sidi Bilal (on the outskirts of Tripoli) on 22 
September.  There are approximately 900 TCNs staying of the site (around 50 per cent of whom originate 
from Nigeria, with others from Ghana, Sierra Leone and Sudan).  Humanitarian actors present in the area 
have profiled the TCNs and are responding to the humanitarian needs of these people. 
 
Since the start of the crisis in Libya, migrants have been facing protection problems.  During the visit, the UN 
team met with representatives among the TCNs and National Transitional Council staff, to discuss options 
for increased protection and security, rehabilitation and relocation of TCNs to a new site with better 
protection and services, and repatriation for those who wanting to return to their countries of origin.  NTC 
counterparts are following up to ensure stronger security at the entrance to the port area.  UNHCR and IOM 
have identified a new site, in consultation with national authorities, and will provide follow-up relief and 
support at the new location. 
 
UNHCR and Islamic Relief relocated to Tripoli some 124 Somalis and seven Eritreans, who had been 
attempting to travel north from Sabha and were being held in a village some 300km south of Tripoli.  
According to the group, they were smuggled initially through the desert to Sabha, and a number of their 
group died en route due to dehydration and poor transport conditions.  Once they arrived in Sabha they fled 
fighting, along with other Libyan civilians, until reached the village 300km south of Tripoli, by car and by foot, 
where they appealed for assistance from the UN. 
 

FOOD SECURITY & LIVELIHOODS 
 
Since 24 August, WFP has responded to urgent food assistance requests for 82,200 people, with 1,285 
metric tons (MT) of food, providing food rations for one month.  Beneficiaries have included vulnerable 
people, IDPs from Bani Walid, southern Libya, Sirte and Tawarga, and migrant workers.  Food has been 
distributed in and around Tripoli, the coastal areas of western Libya, Tarhouna, the Nafusa Mountains and in 
accessible parts of southern Libya. 
 
WFP has also prepositioned food stocks in Tripoli and Benghazi, ready for distribution as food assistance is 
requested in different parts of Libya, and as previously inaccessible parts of Libya open for humanitarian 
access.  This will ensure rapid mobilisation and distribution of food to people in need of urgent food 
assistance, such as to Bani Walid, Sirte and Sabha, where prolonged fighting has taken place. 
 

WATER SANITATION & HYGIENE (WASH) 
 
UNICEF is transporting water to cover the needs of the displaced population from Bani Walid, following 
reports of water shortages for IDPs.  Yesterday, with support from the local council, a total of 120,000 litres 
of bottled water was transported for distribution to areas south of Bani Walid, to cater for the drinking water 
needs of up to 40,000 IDPs.  Due to the security situation, it was not possible to transport the water as far as 
planned, so distribution is taking place from distribution points in nearby towns. 
 
More sustainable solutions to the drinking water issues are being explored, in coordination with the NTC and 
the Libya Stabilisation Team.  The local council and volunteers have reportedly also mobilised trucked water 
for domestic use for IDPs in the area. 
 
Water distribution continues to vulnerable communities, including to TCNs and IDPs, in Tripoli and Misrata.  
In addition, bottled water was sent to cover the needs of IDPs who have left Sirte.  The water situation in 
Sirte reportedly remains dire, as the main water supply has been cut for the last month. 
  

 EDUCATION 
 
In areas no longer experiencing fighting, primary schools re-opened on 17 September, middle-schools are 
due to start on 24 September, and high-schools are planned to start on 1 October.  Education Working 
Group partners and the Ministry of Education are exploring the possibility of conducting a country-wide 
school assessment, similar to one currently being conducted by ACTED in Misrata and Ajdabiya 
 
UNICEF continues to work closely with the Ministry of Education in Tripoli on developing a comprehensive 
education plan, as well as a broad media campaign for the start of the school year.  A campaign is underway 
to increase awareness among students and families about the start of the school year, including start dates 
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for the different schools, safety and security in schools, and the importance of education during the transition 
period.  The Ministry of Education has also requested UNICEF support in providing school materials. 
 
There is an urgent need for the Ministry of Education and Education Working Group partners to enable IDP 
children to attend formal or informal education while they are in displacement.  This is not only important for 
education, but also for the safety and security of students and to prevent involvement of children in conflict-
related activities.  Children among the Tawarga IDPs staying in and around Tarhouna are unable to attend 
local schools at present. 
 

LOGISTICS 
 
UNHAS continues to offer air passenger transport services.  As of 21 September, Cairo and Djerba will be 
cut from the UNHAS schedule, and the remaining flights will operate between Malta, Tripoli and Benghazi 
(flying three times a week). UNHAS is facing a shortage of funds: based on current funding levels, UNHAS 
will only be able to operate flights for less than two weeks.  An additional $1.4 million per month is required in 
order to ensure continued operations of UNHAS flights beyond 30 September with the current schedule.  
Due to the security situation, parts of Libya remain inaccessible by road, and there are few commercial 
flights.  Therefore, UNHAS flights remain imperative to provide transport and evacuation capacity for 
humanitarian personnel. 
 
Further details about accessing UNHAS services and the latest schedule are available at 
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a/unhas-schedule-and-forms.  The limit for personal luggage is 20kg. 
Additional cargo may be requested by filling out the Service Request Form. 
 

The Cluster is providing free bonded storage in Malta Freeport for transit cargo.  For more information about 
this service, please contact northafrica.cargo@logcluster.org.  For general information about the Logistics 
Cluster, including on warehousing and transport services (air, sea and road), please visit: 
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a 
 

IV. Coordination 

 
OCHA is coordinating with humanitarian partners and the NTC to undertake harmonised needs assessment 
activities in previously inaccessible areas.  These assessments will support the development of a Common 
Humanitarian Action Plan.  The humanitarian plan will include details for a humanitarian exit strategy, as all 
humanitarian actors are likely to phase out substantive humanitarian programming by the end of November.  
There are likely to be some residual humanitarian needs beyond the end of December, particularly in the 
areas of protection and mine action.  These will be incorporated into Technical Cooperation Programmes in 
2012. 
 
The coordination meeting schedules for Tripoli, Zarzis, Benghazi and Cairo, as well as the Humanitarian 
Country Team (HCT) contact lists, are available online at http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info/.  All 
humanitarians working in Libya are strongly encouraged to subscribe to OCHA’s mailing list, which is also 
used to produce a contact directory to support coordination in Libya.  http://bit.ly/oiQrTr  
 
OCHA Libya is producing a daily humanitarian media monitoring service.  The service provides an overview 
of the Libya crisis as portrayed in the worldwide media, including: news agencies, newspapers, Arab Satellite 
TV, websites, social media and press releases by humanitarian organisations.  If you wish to subscribe to 
the media monitoring service, visit: http://bit.ly/o0S0r3. 
 

V. Funding 

 
The Flash Appeal has been extended for a month until the end of September 2011.  It is funded at 61.4 per 
cent, with $250 million received out of the $407 million requested. The chart (right) provides a breakdown of 
funding received and unmet requirements by cluster (excluding multi-cluster, which is 63 per cent funded).  
Donations have also been recorded to projects outside the appeal, with a total of $174 million.  This brings 
the total recorded humanitarian funding for the Libya crisis to $424 million. 
 
OCHA has an incomplete picture of funding donated outside the Flash Appeal. To ensure coordination of 
resources, please advise the Financial Tracking Service (fts@un.org) of all funding and in-kind donations. 



6 

http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  
Celebrating 20 years of coordinated humanitarian action 

The Financial Tracking Service shows daily updates of funding for this appeal and other humanitarian 
response to the Libyan crisis. 
 

VI. Contact 

 
OCHA Libya: 
M. Ramesh Rajasingham, Head of Office a.i. 
rajasingham@un.org 
 
Brendan McDonald: Deputy Head of Office 
mcdonaldb@un.org +218 92892 5310 
 
Rebecca Tustin: Reports Officer 
tustin@un.org  
 
OCHA New York: 
Julie Belanger: Officer-in-Charge, Europe, Central Asia and 
Middle East (ACAEME) Section Coordination Response 
Division, belangerj@un.org 

 

Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public Information 
Officer,  bunker@un.org +1 917 367 5126 

Moira Little: Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Europe, Central Asia 
and Middle East (ACAEME) Section Coordination Response 
Division,  littlem@un.org +1 (518) 429 6910 

 

OCHA Geneva: 
Thierry Delbreuve: Humanitarian Affairs Officer  
delbreuve@un.org•+41 (0) 22 917 1688 
 
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer  
byrs@un.org +41 22 917 2653 
 

 
For more information, please visit: 
http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info 

http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 

 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 

http://ochaonline.un.org 


