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1. Blue Nile State 
 
The fighting between SAF and SPLM-N forces that began in Blue Nile State on 1 September continues. Five 
localities are reported to have the most affected, including Ed Damazine (rural), El Roseires, Geissan, Bau and 
Kurmuk. Many of the people who fled these areas are in the Blue Nile State capital, Ed Damazine town, and Ed 
Tademon locality. Continued insecurity and denial of access has hindered verification of displacement within the 
State.  
 
UNHCR has revised its estimate of refugees who have arrived in Ethiopia from 20,000 to 15,000. As of 15 
September, some 2,700 Sudanese refugees have been voluntarily moved to Sherkole camp in Benishangul 
Gumuz region of western Ethiopia. While a growing number of the refugees have expressed interest in relocation 
to the camp, most refugees prefer to stay near the border hoping that the situation will soon allow them to return 
to their homes.  
 
UNHCR estimates that 4,000 people from Blue Nile have arrived in Upper Nile State in South Sudan. At the 
height of the conflict in Ed Damazine town, according to humanitarian partners, more than 100,000 people were 
reported to have been displaced from the city. During this period, looting of houses and some destruction of 
properties was reported. According to the HAC, some 90 per cent of the population of Ed Damazine town and 
surrounding areas has now returned. Displaced people from other parts of the State are reportedly still sheltering 
in schools and administrative buildings in the town and in surrounding villages. HAC reports that the Government, 
the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), and other local actors have been providing assistance to those in 
need.  
 
The HAC has informed international humanitarian organisations (UN and NGOs) that they may resume their on-
going activities in Blue Nile State, wherever the security situation permits, but only with national staff. HAC has 
also said that a new policy on operational conditions for UN agencies and INGOs will be announced soon.  
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan and Blue Nile available at 
www.unsudanig.org 
 
 
2. South Kordofan State 
 
Fighting between SAF and SPLM-N in South Kordofan continues. Unconfirmed reports indicate that there has 
been fighting in four locations: Longang, Buram, Kurchi and Limun. On 13 September, sporadic shooting was also 
reported in the western parts of Kadugli town. 
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• Fighting between the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-

North (SPLM-N) forces continues in both South Kordofan and Blue Nile states. 
• More than 8,000 people displaced by the fighting in South Kordofan are reported to have arrived in 

South Sudan (Unity State) since July. 
• The Sudanese Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) reports that of some 100,000 people who 

fled from Ed Damazine town and surrounding areas in Blue Nile State following the outbreak of 
fighting on 1 September, some 90 per cent have now returned. 

• Some 4,000 people from Blue Nile State have arrived in South Sudan (Upper Nile State). 
• UNHCR has revised its estimate of refugees from Blue Nile State who have arrived in Ethiopia 

from 20,000 to 15,000. 
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UNHCR has reported that more than 8,000 people from South Kordofan State have arrived in Unity State in South 
Sudan since July. UNHCR reports that there has been a surge in arrivals, with up to 500 people arriving per day. 
 
Staff safety and security is an increasing concern. An increase in thefts from the UNMIS compound has been 
reported following the withdrawal of UNMIS. There are currently two UN international staff in Kadugli (one from 
UNICEF and one from WHO) and 65 national staff from UN agencies. 
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan and Blue Nile available at 
www.unsudanig.org 
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
SAF continues to be present in Abyei town. However, some SAF units have been observed packing up their 
equipment, according to the Resident Coordinator’s Support Office (RCSO). There has been no confirmation of 
any withdrawal of troops. During a meeting with Dinka Ngok Chiefs, as well as a representative of the former 
Abyei Area Administration and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) in Agok on 15 September, UNISFA 
noted that neither the SPLA nor SAF have fully withdrawn from the Abyei area. Both SPLA and SAF promised to 
provide UNISFA with detailed maps of the mined areas. Demining will be critical for safe returns, as well as for 
humanitarian and recovery operations. 
 
Meanwhile, UNISFA continues to face challenges conducting patrols in many areas due to the poor road 
conditions in the rainy season.  
 
UNDSS Abyei, in consultation with the UNISFA Head of Mission, has advised that regular UNHAS flights to Agok 
can commence.  
 
The Humanitarian Focal Point in Agok, Honourable Kon Manyeit, suggested that the displaced people could start 
returning to areas that are known to be free from landmines, mainly the east and west of Abyei. He further 
suggested that UNISFA should ensure security in these areas. Representatives of traditional leaders and civil 
society have agreed to travel to Abyei town and surrounding villages shortly to assess these areas ahead of any 
return. 
 
UNHCR reported that other conditions for the return, including the full deployment of UNISFA peacekeepers, the 
repair of Banton Bridge connecting Abyei with Agok, and the removal of landmines and other remnants of war, 
are not expected to be finalised until after the rainy season.  
 
While UNISFA is awaiting the improvement of road conditions to transport materials for the Banton Bridge, the 
traditional leaders of the displaced proposed that UNISFA construct a temporary crossing point across the Bahr el 
Arab/Kiir River. One of the key push factors prompting early returns is the fact that areas south of the Bahr el 
Arab/Kiir River are experiencing excessive rains resulting in waterlogging of pastures and their livestock cannot 
graze on them. The cattle need to be moved to areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River, which is on relatively 
higher land with usable pastures. 
 
The general situation in Agok and surroundings is improving as floodwaters have started receding. As of 15 
September, at least 50 per cent of those displaced by the floods have now returned and many more are expected 
to return, if Agok does not receive more rain. A comprehensive needs assessment is still to be undertaken, but it 
is estimated that between 5,000 and 10,000 people had been affected by the floods. 
 
 
4. North-South population movements 
 
Kosti 
Returns from Sudan to South Sudan continued over the past week. A convoy of barges that left Kosti way station 
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on 23 August arrived in Juba on 11 September. This was the third convoy organised by the IDP Centre and IOM 
and funded by the Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF). The registration unit at the Kosti way station has noted a 
decrease in the number of new arrivals recently. Over the past week, 116 people were registered as new arrivals. 
The Protection Monitoring Team reported that five trucks transporting returnees were prevented entry into Kosti 
by local authorities on 14 September and were redirected to Renk in South Sudan.  
 
Common health issues at the way station include malaria, diarrhoea and eye infections. The ongoing rains may 
be contributing to the increase in malaria cases. Identification of vulnerable people is onoing.  
 
Southerners in Khartoum 
On 11 September, an assessment was conducted by the Return Monitoring Team, UNHCR Health Coordinator 
and the governmental Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian Work (CVHW) at some departure points in 
and around Khartoum. The assessment found that the most common diseases amongst returnees at departure 
points are eye infections, diarrhoea and respiratory infections – all of which can be attributed to a lack of 
sanitation, hygiene facilities and overcrowding. Latrines are non-existent in most sites and even the most basic pit 
latrines cannot be installed on sites located on private land. In areas where there are existing latrines (train station 
in Shagarah), these are not functional. Access to basic services and livelihoods is extremely limited.  
 
IDPs have reported that maintaining marriages between northerners and southerners is becoming more 
problematic because of issues related to their legal status. The lack of legal status for southerners also affects 
their ability to sell property and claim their severance pay when they are forced to quit their jobs. 
 
 
5. Darfur                                                                          
 
Returns of IDPs and refugees 
The return and re-integration working group in South Darfur has agreed on five return villages of Joghana, Gege, 
Hashaba, Dagama and Donkey Abyad for IDPs from Gereida, to be pilot villages for return assessments in 
January 2012. HAC has proposed another 17 villages from the localities of Bileil, Al Salam, Yashin, Shattayia, 
Kass and Al Wihida where spontaneous returns and a need for post-return assessments have been reported. 
During the first half of 2011, IDP returns, mainly spontaneous, were reported in almost all localities of West 
Darfur, as well as in a few localities in South and North Darfur. Over 40,000 IDP returns were verified by UNHCR 
during that period. In case of refugee returns, reports from various sources indicate that some 18,000 refugees 
may have returned to West Darfur from border areas in Chad between January and June 2011. By early July, 
UNHCR has verified some 12,000 refugee returns. 
 
Land issue in IDP camps in West Darfur 
HAC, UNHCR and humanitarian partners have conducted assessments in three IDP camps in and around El 
Geneina, West Darfur, including Riyadh, Krinding I and Krinding II to establish the magnitude of land disputes in 
these camps. Land disputes involving IDPs have been reported over the past few months. The report of the 
assessment will serve as a basis for discussion that HAC plans to initiate with the Land Commission and Ministry 
of Physical Planning and Utilities. Last month, a judge acquitted an IDP from Riyadh IDP Camp, West Darfur, 
from charges brought against him on the grounds of trespassing. The IDP was authorised by local authorities to 
continue occupying the land he is currently living on until there is peace in Darfur. The landowner has no right to 
evict him from the land plot by virtue of his ownership of the land. This verdict was seen as a landmark case, as it 
sets a precedent for such cases in the future. 
 
Child Disarmament programme begins in West Darfur 
The Sudan Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration Programme in collaboration with the West Darfur 
Disarmament Demobilisation Reintegration (DDR) Commission, UNICEF and UNAMID launched on 13 
September a demobilisation campaign in El Geneina, West Darfur, with approximately 350 minor ex-combatants 
participating. The former child soldiers come from the Justice and Equality Movement/Peace Wing, Sudan 
Liberation Army/Mustafa Terab and the Liberation and Reform Movement. The participants will undergo a security 
screening, medical examination and a psychological assessment. 
 
 


