
borders. On 07 September, Burkina Faso took 

a clear stance, announcing it would not offer 

asylum to Gaddafi, based on the country‟s 

recent history of poor relations with Libya, 

and Burkina Faso‟s “obligations to the 

international community”, says Alain Traore, 

spokesman for the government. Guinea Bissau 

made the opposite announcement on 11 

September, publicising its decision to 

welcome Gaddafi into the country if he 

chooses to seek refuge there. Reuters released 

a statement from Prime Minister Carlos 

Gomes Junior which details the country‟s 

position: “With all the investment that Gaddafi 

has put into Guinea Bissau he deserves the 

respect and good treatment by the authorities 

and people of Guinea Bissau.” The diplomatic 

position of Niger has been more ambiguous on 

the situation. The Daily Telegraph reports that 

the government of Niger would not 

immediately refuse asylum for Moammar 

Gaddafi if he sought to enter the country.  

Niger‟s Foreign Minister Mohamed Bazoum 

somewhat clarified the position and admitted 

that “of course he can cross into Niger and we 

will decide what to do if that is the case. We 

cannot stop him from coming.” On 12 

September, BBC reported that Niger had 

officially received Saadi, Gaddafi‟s son, and 

offered him refuge, based on humanitarian 

grounds. Although Brazil is not a likely place 

for Gaddafi to flee, the South American 

country still took steps to condemn the former 

leader and his supporters. On 07 September, 

the country issued a freeze on a transfer of 

O 
n 09 September, Interpol issued arrest 

warrants for Moammar Gaddafi, his 

son Saif al-Islam, and former 

intelligence chief Abdullah al-Senussi. The 

move comes after an International Criminal 

Court (ICC) prosecutor appealed to the 

organisation last week. In a released 

statement, the Secretary General of Interpol 

Ronald Noble said “Muammar Gaddafi is a 

fugitive whose country of nationality and the 

ICC want arrested and held accountable for 

the serious criminal charges that have been 

brought against him.”  

 

Rumours continue to abound regarding the 

location of Moammar Gaddafi. Two items this 

week suggest the former leader may still be in 

Libya. In a phone call to a television channel 

in Syria, Gaddafi denied fleeing Libya and 

indicated his belief that the Libyan rebels 

could still be defeated; however, the New York 

Times states the validity and authenticity of 

the alleged message from Gaddafi could not 

be confirmed. The Libyan rebels believe that 

Gaddafi still may be hiding within Libya‟s 

borders, the Daily Telegraph reports. 

According to information gathered from 

witnesses, the three most likely places to be 

harbouring Gaddafi are his hometown of Sirte, 

Bani Walid, and Sabha. 

 

Several countries issued official positions this 

week on whether or not they would accept or 

negotiate with Moammar Gaddafi if he chose 

to seek asylum and refuge within their 
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In Libya, the whereabouts of Col. Moammar Gaddafi remain unknown, although rumours and 

speculations continue to grow as more countries in the region take official stances on the 

embattled leader’s possible escape plans. The National Transitional Council (NTC) has been 

working to consolidate its power as it transitions to Tripoli and Chairman Mustafa Abdel Jalil 

arrives there for the first time. In Egypt and Tunisia, the rising challenges of reforming 

electoral processes have received attention in the media. 
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funds that could have benefited Gaddafi and his cause. An 

official statement released from the government said the 

decision was made in order to “prevent forces with ties to the 

dictator from arming themselves,” reports the South African 

Press Association (Sapa) and Deutsche Presse-Agentur (DPA).  

 

The Libyan rebels continue to 

request that each country deny 

Moammar Gaddafi refuge and 

asylum based on the grounds that 

he is a wanted criminal in the eyes 

of Libya, Interpol, and the ICC.  

“"We're asking every country not 

to accept him. We want these 

people for justice. He's looking for 

a chance to leave,” says the NTC‟s 

head of political affairs, Fathi Baja.  

 

The NTC within Libya 

This week, the NTC took steps to consolidate its power as the 

new authority moves its headquarters from the eastern city of 

Benghazi to the capital Tripoli. For the first time since the 

liberation of the city from Gaddafi loyalists, NTC chairman 

Mustafa Abdel Jalil visited Tripoli on 10 September and was 

welcomed by crowds cheering in support. The NTC could 

complete its transition to Tripoli as early as the end of next 

week. The new home of the NTC in Tripoli will be the Rixos 

hotel, which previously made news when foreign journalists 

were held there by Gaddafi loyalists. The new headquarters, 

complete with a neighboring conference centre, will be able to 

provide the necessary facility for the NTC to conduct business 

and possibly house group members.  

 

The NTC‟s growth in legitimacy and authority since the fall of 

Tripoli has not gone unnoticed, even by those who were once 

loyal to the Gaddafi regime. The New York Times reports that 

many individuals who held positions in the former regime 

have swiftly and easily transitioned into new positions within 

the NTC. However, the transition has not been so easy for 

some members of the foreign regime. Mousa Koussa, the 

former foreign minister under the Gaddafi regime, sought a 

position with the NTC and offered his professional experience 

to the group. The NTC rejected his supplication, informing 

Koussa he would face prosecution for war crimes should he 

attempt to return to the country.  

 

Egypt and Tunisia – Electoral challenges amid public 

discontent 

With elections pending for fall of this year, Egypt continues to 

face challenges in establishing a free and fair electoral system 

after the political revolution of the spring. Egypt‟s Tahrir 

party, a Sufi-dominated group, has gained official status as a 

political party. Al-Masry Al-Youm reported on the 

development, and acknowledged that the new Tahrir party was 

meant to serve as a counterbalance to Salafi politics. 

According to Abul Azayem, leader 

of the Sufi Azmeyya order, “this 

Sufi party should act then as an 

umbrella for all Sufi orders.” The 

Muslim Brotherhood also 

publicised its new political entity 

the “Freedom and Justice Party” 

this week. Essam el-Erian, deputy 

vice-president of the party, said 

that, on behalf of his party, “there 

will be good co-operation with all 

the international community.” But 

some of the younger members of 

the Brotherhood are concerned that the group will try to apply 

old solutions to the new political ideas of the post-

revolutionary era.  

 

Expressing discontent with what is seen to some a failing 

revolution, Egyptian activists called for protests throughout the 

country on 09 September. The protests, dubbed “Correcting 

the Path”, were meant to serve as an exhibition of the 

discontent with the slow progress towards sustained reform, 

and as a means to galvanize the interim administration to pick 

up the pace with implementing those reforms. However, an 

attack on the Israeli embassy in Cairo by protesters has only 

led to the resurgence of Egypt‟s state of emergency laws.  

 

In Tunisia, the story of attempted political reform and public 

unrest is similar to Egypt‟s. However, in Tunisia one of the 

biggest challenges facing efforts to reform the electoral 

process is voter apathy due to confusion and ambiguity of the 

process. With only an estimated 50% of eligible voters 

registered, Jean-Baptiste Gallopin, a London analyst cited by 

Reuters, suggests that “the fact that so few people have 

registered to vote shows there is a general disillusionment 

among the population toward the transition process.” Tunisia, 

too, is struggling with unrest of the general public as protests 

erupted on 07 September over the recent implementation of a 

law that bans police and law enforcement officers from joining 

unions. Moreover, the Interim Prime Minister Beji Caid 

Essebsi authorised the transitional government to “prohibit all 

demonstrations, all strikes and all meetings that could affect 

the security of the country”.  

“Muammar Gaddafi is a fugitive whose country 

of nationality and the ICC want arrested and held 

accountable for the serious criminal charges that 

have been brought against him.” 

Secretary General of Interpol Ronald Noble 

RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE CFC: MEDITERRANEAN REGION IN TRANSITION  
 

In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Libya specifically and North Afri-
ca generally, the CFC has begun publishing special reports on the region in addition to our weekly newsletters.  To date, our re-
ports have covered the Libyan rebels, as well as constitutional reform in North Africa. Please send your recommendations for fu-
ture report topics to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org. We greatly appreciate your input. 
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I 
n early September, the NTC formed the National Army. 

According to Al Jazeera, the National Army will protect 

oil installations, including the facility near Ras Lanuf, and 

work to rid them of weapons and mines. On 12 September, 

however, Gaddafi loyalists killed 17 guards at the Ras Lanuf 

facility in an unexpected attack. Meanwhile an explosion at an 

ammunition depot outside of Tripoli is believed to have 

occurred during the transport of weapons, according to 

Reuters. Elsewhere, anti-Gaddafi forces in Zwara, known 

locally as the Berber capital, have formed a Crisis 

Management Group of 13 local men to disarm soldiers and 

prohibit fighters from carrying assault rifles within the city, 

according to the New York Post. NTC commander Mustafa al-

Samu told Agence France Press that the NTC wants to reach 

Jufra, where significant arms stockpiles are located. Jufra is an 

oasis area that comprises three cities. 

 

Meanwhile the Daily Mail reported that a cache of about 500 

Russian-made heat-seeking SA-24 „Grinch‟ missiles were 

stolen from Gaddafi‟s arsenal on 07 September and feared sold 

to al-Qaeda by rebels, criminals or smugglers. The New York 

Times reports the missiles are a part of a cache of military 

ordnance hidden in a walled compound disguised as a school 

book storage warehouse. The cache went unguarded for more 

than a fortnight after the rebels captured Tripoli in late August. 

The NTC has not secured the 

stockpiles of arms inherited during 

their rise to power.  

 

On 09 September, Associated Press 

(AP) reported that the UN believed 

Libya‟s chemical weapons stores to 

be secure. In addition, despite assurance by the United States 

and international monitors that stockpiles of mustard gas are 

secure, rebel commanders are concerned that pro-Gaddafi 

forces will attempt to use the deadly gas in the remaining 

Gaddafi hold-outs. The concerns are based on Gaddafi‟s 

previous use of chemical weapons and the recent discovery in 

al-Agelat (80 km west of Tripoli) of unguarded boxes of gas 

masks and suits to protect against nuclear, chemical and 

biological weapons. 

 

Outside of Libya, authorities in Algeria, Niger, Mali and other 

Sahel nations are concerned about the security of stockpiles of 

Libyan conventional weapons and the potential for unchecked 

distribution of weapons which could cause regional instability. 

The coordinator of counter-terrorism for the European Union, 

Gilles de Kerchove, said unrest in Libya might have provided 

AQIM with access to new weapons, according to Agence 

France Presse. Mohamed Bazoum, foreign minister of Niger, 

told the Associated Press that he would like to see more 

concrete action from the member states of the 

intergovernmental organisation Comité d'état-major 

opérationnel conjoint (CEMOC) or Joint Military Staff 

Committee of the Sahel Region (Algeria, Niger, Mali and 

Mauritania). The group was founded in 2010 and is based in 

Tamanrasset, Algeria. 

 

Convoys into Niger 

Early on 06 September, a convoy of between 200 and 250 

Libyan army vehicles entered Niger (possibly through Algeria) 

en route to the Nigerien city of Agadez. According to Reuters, 

“military sources from France and Niger” suspect that Gaddafi 

may be seeking refuge in a neighbouring African state, 

including Niger or Burkina Faso. The head of Gaddafi‟s 

security brigade, Mansour Dhao, is thought to be in Niamey, 

Niger‟s capital. NATO warplanes continue to search the desert 

in southern Libya. According to the Daily Mail, NATO has 

said it will not prevent Gaddafi from fleeing Libya. Another 

convoy of 10 Libyan vehicles, apparently separate from the 

larger convoy, reportedly also entered Niger early on 06 

September. On 11 September Gaddafi‟s son Saadi Gaddafi 

escaped into Niger, where he will be detained. 

 

Loyalist occupied areas 

The battle for Bani Walid, about 150 km southeast of Tripoli, 

continued this past week despite negotiation efforts. On 09 

September, “a cannonade of Grad missiles” was launched from 

the desert town, where it is thought 

150 Gaddafi loyalists—and 

perhaps Gaddafi himself—are 

holding out against the rebel siege. 

The missiles landed in Wadi Dinar, 

located approximately 20 km 

outside of Bani Walid. In 

anticipation of the peaceful surrender of Bani Walid and Sirte, 

which never came, the NTC ended the truce on Saturday, 10 

September. Meanwhile NATO continued bombing Sirte on 08 

September, as well as Waddan, a desert town 300 km south of 

Sirte in the Jufra oasis on the road to Sabha, which is still 

under the control of Gaddafi‟s troops. On 09 September, 

Libyan troops battled Gaddafi loyalists outside of Sirte, and 

anti-Gaddafi troops briefly entered Bani Walid before 

retreating the next day. On 12 September, a Reuters article 

attributed the rebels‟ inability to take Bani Walid to tribal 

frictions and spying, and CNN reported on discord among the 

anti-Gaddafi forces over how to proceed in Bani Walid. 

 

Tripoli and the rebels 
As Gaddafi loyalists persist in Bani Walid and Sirte, Benghazi, 

the rebel stronghold 800 km east of Tripoli, remains cut off 

from the capital. While the interim Prime Minister Mahmoud 

Jibril appeared in Tripoli on 08 September, the rebels have not 

yet moved operations from Benghazi due to security concerns 

related to regional rivalries and possible rival militias in the 

capital, according to Reuters. On 10 September, two groups of 

150 Gaddafi loyalists—and perhaps Gaddafi him-

self—are holding out against the rebel siege. 

Gaddafi loyalists have maintained control over Bani Walid, Sirte and Jufra, while the National Transitional Council (NTC) and 

the international community work to protect and account for the military ordnance left over from the conflict. In addition, some of 

the convoys traveling through the Sahara into Niger have transported Libyan defectors and Gaddafi’s son Saadi. Elsewhere the 

NTC has not completed its relocation of operations from Benghazi to Tripoli.  

Security                                                                     Melodee M. Baines ►  melodee.baines@cimicweb.org 
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Human Rights 

T 
he United Nations Human Rights Council has begun its 

18th session and will cover wide ranging topics 

including how best to protect human rights in the 

context of peaceful protests. Speaking at the opening of the 

session, the Moroccan delegate stated that his country has 

made several efforts to ensure compliance of Moroccan 

legislation with international human rights treaties, including a 

provision making torture a specific crime in the country‟s 

penal code. Mauritania has begun to implement a programme 

to compensate past victims of human rights abuses committed 

by its army.  

 

In the outskirts of Tripoli, 20 corpses have been found in two 

roadside graves. The remains are said to be mostly those of 

African mercenaries who had been fighting for Moammar 

Gaddafi. Reuters has discovered that Gaddafi used special 

torture squads in order to gather information about insurgent 

networks and establish an organized system of repression. 

Hundreds of documents have been 

found by Human Rights Watch 

(HRW) in Tripoli revealing, 

according to HRW, that the CIA and 

UK MI6 transported people to 

Libya, knowing that torture would 

be used to get information. Other 

letters reportedly show that Libyan 

and Danish officials often 

exchanged information about individuals suspected of 

terrorism activities and that this information could have led to 

torture of prisoners. INTERPOL has issued a „red notice‟ 

arrest warrant for Moammar Gaddafi, his son Saif al-Islam, 

and intelligence chief Abdullah al-Senussi at the request of the 

International Criminal Court (ICC). (See ‘Diplomacy’ above).  

 

Thousands of Egyptians gathered on 09 September to call on 

Egypt‟s military rulers to establish a transparent timetable for 

handing power back to a democratically elected authority. 

Egyptian presidential hopeful Amr Moussa has proposed a 

committee of between 500 to 1,000 civilians to work with the 

Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) to help with 

the transition to a civilian government and other matters of 

policy. On 10 September, a court in Cairo ruled that the 

Supreme Constitutional Court must decide on the legality of 

trying civilians before military courts. The Egyptian Initiative 

for Personal Rights (EIPR) has petitioned the government to 

form an independent fact-finding commission to investigate 

abuse of prisoners and the apparently deliberate killing of over 

100 prisoners. 

 

Tunisia has withdrawn all its 

reservations regarding the 

international convention on the 

elimination of all forms of 

discrimination against women 

(CEDAW). Women already make-

up 20% of parliament and this new 

decision is seen as a further step in 

enabling women to have equal rights. The Moroccan Illiteracy 

Eradication Administration reports that women in Morocco 

Gaddafi used special torture squads in order to 

gather information about insurgent networks 

and establish an organized system of repression. 

Development                                           Angelia Sanders ► angelia.sanders@cimicweb.org 

Human rights in North Africa have taken centre stage as the UN Human Rights Council begins its 18 th session. Laws regarding the 

media and the rights of women have seen changes. A fall in tourism, rise in unemployment and low economic growth rates are 

affecting countries throughout the region, a trend which has promoted the Group of 8 (G8) and International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) to pledge funds to the region.  

opposition fighters clashed in Tripoli. The groups, from 

Gharyan and Kikla on one side and from Asabah on the other, 

hail from different communities in the Nafusa Mountains. 

 

Operation Dawn Mermaid 

Reuters published a detailed synopsis of the conflict in Libya 

on 06 September. The article revealed the early efforts of a 

food service provider, Abdel Majid Mlegta, to transmit 

information about the Gaddafi regime, including internal 

security and military intelligence, to rebel forces via flash 

memory cards. Mlegta gave the information to NATO, which 

laid the ground work for the plan begun in April known as 

Operation Dawn Mermaid that led to the toppling of Tripoli, 

according the article. Based on the intelligence, NATO 

secretly armed rebel units inside Tripoli, which then assisted in 

the destruction of strategic targets in the capital. In addition to 

NATO member countries, United Arab Emirates and Qatar 

provided weapons and training to rebels.   

 

According to Mlegta, as cited in the Reuters article, 72 of 

Gaddafi‟s officers collaborated with his efforts. In addition, 

early on in the conflict, dozens of rebel sympathisers sneaked 

out of Tripoli to train in Misrata, sneaking back into Tripoli to 

await the call to rise up. Other infiltrators accessed Tripoli by 

water carrying light weapons and hand grenades. At the 

beginning of May, allied and US officials focused on 

organising the rebels into “a more effective fighting force”, 

training mostly in the Nafusa Mountains, the article says. 

There was also an overseas brigade comprising 100-200 

foreign operatives trained at NATO bases.  

 

On-the-ground missions included preparing equipment to 

facilitate in the location and bombing of command-and-control 

centres without endangering civilians. An official from the 

French Ministry of Defence called the Apache attack 

helicopters that arrived in Libya in early June “the game-

changer”. The helicopters increased the NTC‟s protection from 

the heavy weapons of Gaddafi‟s forces. By July, Gaddafi 

forces, including foreign mercenaries, began to wind down. 

The Reuters article alleges that Gaddafi‟s mercenaries 

included men from Chad, Mali, Niger, South Africa and the 

Balkans.  
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have benefited from illiteracy eradication programmes from 

2003 to 2011. Officials have stated that five million people 

participated in the programme and that of that number, 80% 

were women with 50% of these women coming from rural 

areas.  

 

Media 

Levels of press freedom vary across Northern Africa. Newly 

independent media groups in Tripoli are pledging to help build 

democratic institutions in Libya. The Algerian parliament will 

discuss opening the audio-visual media sector to private 

broadcasters, in addition to considering removing restrictions 

on press freedoms. In Mauritania, there is growing concern 

about the lack of a legal framework to regulate jihadist 

websites at cyber cafes. Reporters sans Frontières (Reporters 

Without Borders) has expressed concern over Egypt‟s decision 

to freeze the granting of satellite TV licenses to recent 

applicants and the SCAF‟s continuation of decisions that 

negatively affects media freedom in Egypt. A report produced 

by the Arabic Network for Human Rights (ANHRI), in 

collaboration with the Egyptian Organisation for Human 

Rights (EOHR), focuses on media coverage of electoral 

debates, political parties, the judicial system and the SCAF. 

The report found that there continues to be partiality and bias 

and media conformation to the wishes of those in power.   

 

Development 

Oil accounts for 95% of Libya‟s export earnings, and there are 

still many obstacles to overcome before pre-conflict 

production can be achieved. The National Transition Council 

(NTC) has drafted a proposal to give more powers to the oil 

ministry and make the National Oil Corps (NOC) a purely 

commercial organisation. Libya‟s oil industry‟s infrastructure 

is still mainly intact and has begun exporting, with 600,000 

barrels being loaded 15-17 September. Operations at the 

Zawiyah refinery near Tripoli have resumed producing about 

30,000 barrels a day and should reach full capacity in six to 

eight weeks. Also in Libya, Gaddafi sold 20% of Libya‟s gold 

reserves worth USD 1.4 billion to pay for salaries during the 

uprising.  

 

Elsewhere in the region, Egypt will earn USD 250 million in 

annual profits from a revised contract for exporting natural gas 

to Jordan. Egypt is currently experiencing an 11.8% 

unemployment rate with an urban unemployment rate of 

19.6%. Those between the ages of 15 and 29 make up 71% of 

the unemployed. Morocco is also experiencing unemployment 

problems, with a third of youths unemployed. This is in 

addition to high poverty rates, a struggling private sector and a 

low economic growth rate.   

 

Tourism  

Tourism is an integral part of many North African‟s economy; 

however, the Arab Spring in 2011 has caused the tourist 

numbers to drop throughout the region. Despite a 4.5% 

increase in tourism internationally, North Africa has 

experienced a 13% decrease. A drop in tourism in Tunisia, 

which accounts for 7% of state revenue and employs 400,000 

Tunisians, has been unexpectedly offset by an increase in 

spending by wealthy Libyans who fled to Tunisia, escaping the 

violence in their home country. Tourism accounts for 11% of 

the Egyptian economy and the fiscal year‟s tourism revenue is 

expected to be USD 3 billion less than January through June of 

last year. Despite this downward trend, the Egyptian 

government initiated a policy of halting the issuing of visas for 

foreign travellers into Egypt unless they were traveling in 

groups. Those not in groups would have to obtain a visa at 

embassies in their own country. This policy is believed to have 

been initiated in order to control journalists and human rights 

activists entering the country as the elections approach. The 

head of the Tourism Chambers Union criticised the new rules 

because of the risk of negatively effecting tourism. On 11 

September, it was reported that this new policy has been 

frozen and it is still unclear if it will be enforced later. In an 

effort to boost tourism and promote alternative modes of 

transport in Egypt, a group of 16 travellers plans to scooter for 

nine days in October across 1,700 km of roads from 

Alexandria to Abu Simbel via Sinai.  

 

Foreign aid and humanitarian assistance 

The G8, a group of industrialised countries plus Russia, has 

pledged USD 38 billion towards reconstruction efforts and 

democracy programs in Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and Jordan. 

Officials also committed to unfreezing assets and lifting 

sanctions on Libya. The IMF has pledged USD 35 billion to 

the region with a special focus on oil-importing countries. The 

World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Children‟s Fund 

(UNICEF) delivered 500,000 litres of bottled water to Tripoli 

and surrounding areas in order to address the urgent need for 

water. Egypt has pledged USD 5 million in aid for Somalia 

famine relief and continues to support efforts to improve 

Somali education and health sector programmes.  
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