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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 BAHAMAS: IFRC allocated US$88,600 for Hurricane Irene while PAHO issued an Appeal for US$400,000. 

 GUATEMALA: At least 1,430 people have been affected by rains, 245 houses damaged.  

 HONDURAS: A storm surge has affected 375 people 
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HURRICANE SEASON 2011 

HURRICANE IRENE: It was the ninth storm of 

the season and the first to reach a hurricane 

level. As Irene passed through Puerto Rico it 

reached hurricane intensity and on 24 August, 

after battering southeastern Bahamas and Turks 

and Caicos Islands, it became the first major 

hurricane of the season (category 3). On 27 

August, it touched land in North Carolina, United 

States.  During its path, Irene caused 

widespread destruction and at least 45 deaths. 

Economic losses associated with this hurricane 

exceed US$1,000 million. 

 

 
Red Cross volunteers in the Bahamas organized food rations 
in warehouses before transporting them to the islands 
affected by Hurricane Irene. Chiran Livrea/IFRC© 

 

BAHAMAS: The International Federation of the 

Red Cross allocated US$88,600 from it Disaster 

Relief Emergency Fund to support the Bahamas 

Red Cross in delivering immediate assistance to 

some 1,000 people with food, water, and health 

care. (1).  

 

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 

launched an appeal for US$400,000 to assist 

220,000 people, mainly Haitians nationals living 

in Bahamas (around 100,000) and the Turks and 

Caicos Islands.  Of the 69 health facilities in the 

Bahamas, 15 have reported damage, some of 

which is severe. In both Turk and Caicos and 

Bahamas, there are a significant number of 

vulnerable communities, predominantly Haitian 

nationals that have poor housing infrastructure, 

no sanitation facilities, no running water and 

crowded living conditions.  (2). 

Source: (1) International Federation of the Red Cross (2) 

Pan American Health Organization. 
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FLOODS - RAINS 

GUATEMALA: Heavy rains have affected some 

1,430 people in Guatemala, Quiche, Retalhuleu, 

Santa Rosa and El Progreso. More than 140 

people were evacuated and 50 took refuge in 

shelters; 245 houses were damaged.  

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction  

 

HONDURAS: Some 155 families were affected 

by surge waves in the coastal zone of the 

Fonseca Gulf, specifically in the municipalities of 

Los Delgaditos and Cedeno.  Waves reached 11 

feet. Local authorities provided shelter to 375 

people and undertook preventive evacuations. 

Source: Permanent Contingency Commission. 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

MEXICO: Local authorities issued an alert in the 

state of La Puebla due to flow of water, ash and 

solid fragments emitted by the Popocatepetl 

volcano. They have launched preventive and 

operational plans for communities near the 

volcano. A yellow alert is still in effect for the 

area and access is restricted within a radius of 

12 kilometers. In 2001 a similar situation 

occurred in the area with no major 

consequences. 

Source: Government of Mexico. 

 

WILDFIRES 

BOLIVIA: At least 40 municipalities in Santa 

Cruz have forest fires. In total 710 fires have 

been detected.  At least 70 families have been 

affected.  

Source: Bolivian Information Agency. 

 


