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COMPLEX EMERGENCY  

 
Forced displacement:  

Pacific region most affected with 
more than 1,000 IDPs; thousands 

more displaced in Córdoba, 
Bolívar, Norte de Santander, 

Antioquia and Nariño 
 

In the Pacific region, the municipality of El 
Charco is facing a humanitarian crisis due to 
ongoing mass displacements and significant gaps 
in the provision of assistance. In other 
departments at least five displacements, both 

mass and small-scale, were registered, following 
threats and killings due to armed hostilities and 
activities of new illegal armed groups.    
 
Pacific Region: On 7 April, PAHO reported 
the displacement of some 500 persons (117 
families) along the Tapaje River, due to 
hostilities between the Army and a new 
illegal armed group. The displacement 
affected 99 Afro-Colombian families and 18 
Eperara Siapidara indigenous families. Local 
authorities have been able to reach 100 
families in Rosario village, while 18 families 
arrived in the urban centre and have taken 
shelter among relatives and friends. 
Hostilities have been causing displacements 
in the area since 2007. Since 2009, at least 

KEY DEVELOPMENTS 
 

Complex Emergency 
• Forced displacement: The Pacific region continues to be most affected, with more than 

1,000 IDPs reported in the period covered. In particular the municipality of El Charco 
faces a humanitarian crisis, due to ongoing mass displacements and significant gaps in 
the provision of assistance. Thousands more were displaced in the Departments of 
Córdoba, Bolívar, Norte de Santander, Antioquia and Nariño,  following threats and 
killings as a result of armed hostilities as well as activities of new illegal armed groups.    

• Protection Concerns: The situation of civilians in northern and eastern Cauca 
Department is worsening. Forced recruitments, targeting of civilians, occupation of 
schools and displacements continue to be reported by indigenous authorities who are 
calling for urgent prevention and protection measures. In Chocó, Afro-Colombian and 
indigenous children are disproportionally affected by malnutrition, lack of medical 
assistance and forced recruitment.   

Natural Disasters 
• Flooding: The rainy season continues with thousands affected and above-normal rains, 

caused by the La Niña phenomenon, during the reporting period. On 5 April, Refugees 
International issued a statement expressing serious concerns about persisting gaps in 
the assistance provided to floods victims, particularly in the Departments of Atlántico 
and Córdoba.  
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eight mass displacements have been 
registered in rural areas, affecting nearly 
4,000 persons. 
 
Follow-up to previously reported displacements: 
Thousands of IDPs remain sheltered in the 
urban centers of Medio Atrato and 
Buenaventura. Needs assessments missions 
conducted in the area report food insecurity 
and access constraints. On 20 February, 
more than 350 persons were displaced in 
Medio Atrato due to ongoing hostilities, 
including two teachers which left some 50 
children without access to education. So far, 
the school calendar remains suspended in 
two rural schools. Ethnic authorities in 
Chocó department have requested 
emergency education assistance in Medio 
Atrato.    
 
Following the displacement of nearly 800 
persons from Buenaventura (Anchicayá 
River) on 11 March, a mission by local 
authorities and UNCHR confirmed that 
displacement took place from six villages 
and that those refusing to leave remain at 
high risk and in need of protection. 
Communities in the area have reduced their 
farming activities in fear of attacks from new 
illegal armed groups. Of particular concern 
is the occupation of schools, stores, civilian 
houses and health facilities’ surroundings by 
armed actors. Among the mission’s 
recommendations are improved security 
and protection measures for civilians in the 
area. 
 
Córdoba Department: On 24 March, nearly 
70 persons were displaced in Montelíbano in 
southern Córdoba Department, one of the 
regions hardest hit by violence. The 
displacement was triggered by the killing of 
a member of the community. Due to the 
continued high risk of displacement in the 

area, the Government’s relief and social 
assistance arm, Acción Social, is providing 
assistance both for IDPs and for at-risk 
communities. 
 
Bolívar Department: In southern Bolívar 
Department, ICRC reported the 
displacement of 22 families in Barranco de 
Loba, on 21 March. Mine workers and their 
families were reportedly displaced after the 
incursion of a new illegal armed group. Two 
men were killed and their families 
threatened. So far, 86 persons have arrived 
in the urban centre, looking for assistance 
and protection. 
 
Antioquia Department: In Caucasia 
municipality – northern Antioquia 
department – a series of killings and threats 
led to the displacement of 39 persons.  
 
Norte de Santander: In San Calixto – 
Catatumbo region - seven families were 
displaced towards the nearby municipality 
of Ocaña, following an attack by new illegal 
armed groups on 18 March. Also, pamphlets 
have been circulating in the region over the 
last months, threatening and forcing more 
families to flee. Local authorities are on alert 
for a possible mass displacement in the 
region. 

 
Protection Concerns:   

In Cauca, civilians bear the 
brunt of ongoing hostilities 

 
The situation of civilians in northern and eastern 
Cauca Department is worsening. Forced 
recruitments, civilian casualties, occupation of 
schools and displacements continue to be 
reported by indigenous authorities. Indigenous 
authorities are calling for urgent prevention and 
protection measures. In Chocó, Afro-Colombian 
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and indigenous children face malnutrition, lack 
of medical assistance and the threat of forced 
recruitment.   
 
In Northern Cauca department, an eight-
year old boy was killed in crossfire in 
Miranda and a school was destroyed in 
Piendamó. In Patía, 20 houses and stores 
were damaged by bullets during combat. 
Indigenous authorities (CRIC, ACIN) urged 
armed groups to stop attacks against 
civilians. Also, they have been strengthening 
their self protection measures, such as the 
Indigenous Guard. 
 
One of the most serious cases occurred in 
Toribío Municipality, where at least three 
minors -between 13 and 16-years old- were 
reported as FARC casualties during a 
bombardment of a FARC camp on 26 March. 
Another minor was injured. This incident 
shows systematic recruitment and use of 
children by the FARC in the area. Following 
the bombardment, nearly 200 persons from 
Tacueyó town gathered in the school in a 
Permanent Assembly, as a measure of self- 
protection.  Indigenous authorities called for 
urgent prevention and protection measures. 
The Office of the Ombudsman and the 
international community are concerned by 
the continuous targeting of civilians in the 
town of Tacueyó, which has been 
particularly hard hit by the conflict over the 
last decade. 
 
In Chocó, food insecurity, lack of access to 
health services and forced recruitment 
continue to be a threat to children. Between 
26 and 27 March, four indigenous children 
died because of their poor health conditions 
in Medio San Juan Municipality, according 
to local sources. On 29 March, UNICEF 
reported the case of a minor with acute 
malnutrition in Quibdó. Rapid Needs 

Assessments conducted by WFP show 
serious gaps in food security due to the lack 
of proper assistance and basic services, as 
well as the presence of new illegal armed 
groups. This situation is expected to worsen 
during the next rainy season. Additionally, 
in Istmina municipality, the risk of forced 
recruitment for minors remained high.   
 
 
NATURAL DISASTERS 
 

Rainy season continues with 
thousands affected 

 
The La Niña phenomenon caused above-normal 
rains during the reporting period. On 5 April, 
Refugees International issued a statement 
expressing serious concerns about persisting 
gaps in the assistance provided to floods victims, 
particularly in the Departments of Atlántico and 
Córdoba.  
 
Heavy rains continue to affect the country. 
According to official numbers by the 
Government of Colombia (GoC), the rains 
affected more than 8,000 persons in 16 
departments during the reporting period. 
The National Meteorological Institute 
recommended the immediate activation of 
contingency and evacuation plans, 
particularly in Bogotá, Soacha and Cúcuta. 
According to the National Disaster Risk 
Management authority (Dirección de 
Gestión del Riesgo, DGR), special attention 
needs to be drawn to the Southwest (Nariño, 
Cauca, Valle del Cauca and Chocó 
Departments) and to the ‘Eje Cafetero,’ 
Andean and Amazonas regions.  
 
Legal gaps hamper the full implementation 
of the Economic, Social and Ecological State 
of Emergency declared by GoC in late 2010. 
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The Constitutional Court recently 
determined that many degrees issued 
following the declaration of the state of 
emergency were unconstitutional. This 
would imply certain limitations on the use 
of national resources, which in turn would 
seriously affect humanitarian assistance 
provided, as well as mitigation and 
rehabilitation plans formulated by GoC. On 
5 April, Refugees International issued a 
statement expressing its concern that serious 
gaps persist in the assistance provided to 
floods victims, particularly in Atlántico and 
Córdoba Departments. According to the 
statement, “dozens of communities are still 
without water and sanitation” and there are 
“numerous areas where people are living in 
sub-human conditions in makeshift 
shelters.”  
 
The humanitarian community continues to 
address the most pressing needs in the most 
affected areas. In order to improve the 
coordination of response efforts and prepare 
for the upcoming rains, a needs and gaps 
analysis is ongoing in Chocó, Norte de 
Santander, Córdoba and the Caribbean 
region.  
 
For more information on needs and 
humanitarian response to the rainy season 
2010-2011, visit www.colombiassh.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact:  
OCHA Colombia                                                                                                                        OCHA New York 
María José Torres | Head of Office                                                               Martin Buettner | Desk Officer 
torres8@un.org                                                                                                                           buettnerm@un.org 
                                                                                                                                                         +1-212-96(3-0999) 
María de la Luz Vásquez | Reporting Officer 
vasquezm@un.org 
 P: 57 + 1 6221100      
 www. colombiassh.org 
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14 - 21 March 22 - 27  March 
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28  March – 4 April 4 – 10 April 


