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UN Resident & Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office 

 

This Floods and landslides update is issued by the UN RCHC Office with input from UN Field Coordination 
Offices and other HCT partners. The next update will be issued based on the situation. 

Key Highlights: 

I. Floods and landslides claimed 159 lives in 70 of the 75 districts of Nepal over the last three 
months as per National Emergency Operation Centre, Ministry of Home Affairs. 

II. District Disaster Relief Committees and other humanitarian partners are closely monitoring 
the situation at the district level 

III. Local government including Humanitarian partners confirms that the situation is still under 
the local capacity for the response and therefore external assistance is not required as of 
now. 

Situation Update 

Every year in Nepal monsoon rains cause floods and landslides that claim lives, damage houses 
and property, and affect the livelihoods of thousands of people. Floods and landslides also kill 
livestock, damage vital family food stores, and destroy crops and local infrastructure leaving 
families struggling to regain their foothold to meet their day-to-day basic needs.  

This year’s monsoon rain triggered flash floods in several rivers since June causing various 
degrees of damage to communities and crops located near flood plains or embankment breaches. 
According to the National Emergency Operational Centre (NEOC), between 01 June and 23 
August 2011, a total of 459 families (2386 people) were affected1 by monsoon related calamities. 
Floods and landslides claimed 159 lives with 62 people still reported missing in 70 of the 75 
districts of Nepal. 

Eastern Region 

Continuous rainfall increased river levels in most of the districts of the Eastern Region. However, 
no significant incident or damage is reported according to the UN Field Coordination Office 
(UNFCO) Biratnagar and WFP Field Monitors. Though the intensity of the precipitation varied 
across districts, sporadic rainfall caused flooding in the major river systems (Saptakoshi, Kamala, 
Birin and Sunsari khola), which triggered river bank cutting and put several communities and 
infrastructure at risk. However, the situation is under control according to the District Disaster 
Relief Committee (DDRCs), who confirm that several bighas2 of arable land was damaged. In the 
Eastern Region, a total of 23 people were killed and 15 missing due to the floods and landslides 
over the period of last three months. 

Monsoon floods also affected Jhapa, Khotang, and Siraha districts and landslides occurred in 
Terahthum,Sankhuwasabha and Solukhumbu districts. A landslide in Sankhuwashabha district 
displaced 77 people who are located in the Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS) emergency shelter. 
Six people died in a landslide in Solukhumbu.  One person found dead and 13 people are still 
missing when an over loaded boat capsized while crossing the Kamala River on 16 August as per 
NRCS. APF/ Nepal police were involved in the search and rescue process.  

The ferry service connecting Dhankuta-Bhojpur districts and Udaypur-Okhaldhunga districts are 
not operational due to high water levels in the Arun River and Koshi River respectively. Since the 

                                                
1 Affected means those families whose house has been destroyed (but not included deaths, injured and 
missing) 
2 1 bigha=.766 hactare 
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daily commodities used to be transported to the hilly districts by ferry but now has to be 
transported by porters which has increased the price by all three fold.   

The Triyuga River in eastern Saptari district breached the embankment that protects nine VDCs. 
Most government offices in Rajbiraj, Saptari district headquarters were water logged during 16-20 
August. The roads connecting VDCs and the Kunauli border were affected, temporarily 
disconnecting the district Headquarters. The floods caused an estimated 40 families to seek 
sheltered in nearby communities and elevated locations. The water levels subsided as the rainfall 
stopped from 19 August, enabling the displaced families to return home. Several hectares of 
paddy fields have been damaged or swept away or filled with sands and debris. 

Koshi River update: The water level in Koshi River (at the Koshi Barrage in Sunsari) is reported to 
be within the normal range. According to the Koshi Barrage control room on 16 August, the water 
level had increased since 29 July which was 122,000 cusec. The water discharge from 
Barahachhetra and Koshi barrages measured as 125,300 and 162,565 cubic meter per second (cu 
sec) respectively. Danger levels are when the water discharge is above 150,000 cu sec at this 
time a red flag warning will be raised at the barrage. A red light at the barrage signals when water 
levels are above 300,000 cu sec.  

Eastern Region Response: NRCS provided non-food items and Village Development Committee 
(VDC) handed over NPR 1,000 (US$14) per family to the six affected families of in Jhapa District 
by Biring River floods. Some of flood affected families are sheltered in tents and some sought 
shelter in relatives’ house. 

DDRC, NRCS, Nepal Police (NP), Armed Police Force (APF), District Lead Support Agencies 
(DLSAs) coordinated with all concerned partners and civil societies in responding to flood and 
landslide affected people across the affected areas.  

Moreover, NRCS coordinated with the DDRC to plan response in the affected areas in different 
districts. However, it was observed that there were no sufficient NFI sets available in the districts 
especially in Khotang and Sankhuwasabha. Likewise, due to the limited budget in DDRC, relief 
disbursement to the affected families was delayed. Moreover, remote terrain in the hill districts 
caused delays in collecting information and conducting a timely response. Since, the monsoon is 
not yet over with the likelihood of more flooding, water logging and inundation in the coming days 
and weeks.  

Lutheran World Federation (LWF) has released NPR 75,000 (US$1025) for bio-engineering using 
jute sacks and bamboo net to block river cutting in Saptari district.  

DLSA and local NGOs, local communities, civil societies are coordinating support for the flood 
victims in terms of rescue, shelter and food. NGOs working in DP sector with coordination of 
DDRC visited the flooded areas and shared information amongst the DDRC. Nepal Police, APF 
with cooperation of local communities also supported search and rescue for the affected 
population in the flooded areas.  
 
Local people from Bochahi and Fatepur VDCs protected the Guide dam of the Triyuga River which 
saved the life and property of the 9 VDCs of Saptari district, by using tarpaulin and jute sacks with 
sand closing gaps at the top of the dam.  

DDRC meeting was held on 19 August, 2011 in the Chief District Officer (CDO) office, Saptari with 
participation of all stakeholders and partners working in the humanitarian field. The meeting 
focused on assessing the affected areas and responding to genuinely affected families, and 
improving relief support through coordination and cooperation with agencies working in the district 
including NRCS and I/NGOs.  The Female Community Health Volunteer (FCHV) and Social 
Mobilisers (SMs) are now in position and follow up is continuing in the affected communities. 

Central and Western Region (C/WR)  

During the period of mid July to mid August, average monsoon weather was experienced in the 
central and western region. The water in Narayani River was recorded between 5 to 6 gauge 
meters below the danger level which is 6.8 meter. However, floods and landslides triggered by 
monsoon rains in the hilly districts have caused various degrees of damage, which was localized. 
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According to National Emergency Operation Centre, Ministry of Home Affairs, 72 people were 
died, 30 missing and 322 families affected over the period of 3 months in Central and Western 
region. 

Various cases of landslides have affected several hilly districts in these regions including Kaski, 
Tanahun, Nuwakot, Sindhupalchok, Lamjung, Parbat and Mustang. On 13 August, landslides in 
Pokhari Bhanjyang-1, Tanahun, displaced five families who were living  living in neighbor’s houses 
have now returned to their home.  

Landslides buried the reserve tank of the drinking water project and washed away some 200 
meters of water pipes, leaving 15 public taps dry, in Lomathang in mustang district. The flood in 
Lomathang Khola swept away two makeshift bridges.  Foot trails have been also disrupted due to 
landslides at various places in the region. 

Response (C/WR) 

Each DDRC is monitoring the situation regularly in close coordination with NRCS, security forces 
and other humanitarian agencies in the district.  

NRCS Kaski distributed relief materials to two families with food items including rice-30 kg, pulse-3 
kg, potato-2 kg, oil-1 ltr and salt- 1 kg each and also supported NPR 2000 (US$27) to deceased 
family member in Kaski. Similarly in other districts NRCS supported to affected families with NFI in 
coordination with DDRC. DDRC is monitoring the situation and no additional assistance from the 
humanitarian agencies is requested.  

Mid Western Region (MWR) 

During the reporting period, several landslides were reported from the mid western districts. Over 
the period of three months starting from June 2011, landslides and floods has killed 48 people, 
injured 20, and 10 people are still missing in the region.  

There are several VDCs affected by the heavy rainfall on 20 August in Mugu district. According to 
the DAO, Balachaur of Rowa and Khatyad of Seri VDCs were severely affected where 85 families 
were displaced, taking shelter at their relatives’ house and in the local school. At Rowa, five 
houses were completely destroyed, 20 damaged and crops and lands destroyed. The affected 
area is 3 hour walk from District Head Quarter (DHQ), Mugu. Similarly in Seri VDC, five houses 
were completely destroyed and 60 houses displaced due to landslide. 60 Displaced families are 
taking shelter at a local primary school. No causality was reported from both VDCs. Affected areas 
is one day walk from DHQ. 
 
Landslides, triggered by incessant rainfall on 31 July, destroyed 27 houses in Chockbang VDC 
while 171 houses are at risk in Rukum district. All displaced families are taking shelter in cowshed 
and with their relatives. Due to the landslide, water sources have been completely destroyed.  

In Rolpa district, three people were reportedly killed and two injured in a house collapse due to 
landslides on (3 or) 4 August.  Likewise, two people died when a swollen river swept them away 
on 3 August from Iriwang and a 46 year old female of Pachawang VDCs. 
 
The Water levels, rising near the danger level on 16 August, of Karnali and Babai Rivers are now 
decreasing as the precipitation in the upstream decreased. 

Similarly, land erosion has been reported from several VDCs of Bardiya districts. In Rapapur 
Municipality, 17 houses from three communities were temporarily displaced due to water logging 
has returned to their home following the water receding. NRCS and DDRC are continuously 
monitoring the situation. There are no severe damages or assistance required till date as per the 
UNDSS in Nepalgunj. 

Likewise, minor incidents have been reported from Jajarkot, Kalikot and Salyan districts. In 
Jajarkot, three people killed, one injured and five houses buried by landslide in Bhagwati VDC. 
Likewise in Salyan, three minors were killed in Kotbhara and Sivanath VDCs and some 16 water 
mills and shops have been swept away.  
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In Kalikot, playgrounds of two primary schools in Lalu and Badalkot VDCs were swept away by the 
landslide and telephone network disturbed.  

Response (MWR) 

District Disaster Response Committee (DDRC) in coordination with NRCS, Nepal Army (NA), 
Nepal Police, District Public Health Office (DPHO), District Drinking Water (DDW), Nepal Chamber 
of Commerce along with other humanitarian agencies/cluster are regularly monitoring the area and 
providing assistance to most of the affected districts. 

DAO has provided NPR 30,000 (US$410) to the family for funeral rituals and in the process of 
providing NPR 50,000 (US$683 to the affected family after receiving the supporting documents 
from the concerned (Muchulka from DPO and recommendation from VDC Office) in Rolpa district. 
In Rukum, NRCS has provided with 89 sets of tarpaulin, mattress, non-food items and 1 sack of 
rice to the displaced families from the landslides during the second week of July. DDRC is 
coordinating with humanitarian agencies for further support. . DAO mobilized Nepal Army, Nepal 
Police jointly with District Public Health Office (DPHO) and NRCS to provide relief and rescue in 
Mugu. DDRC provided minimum relief to the affected; NRCS has provided full family kit to 10 
affected families of both VDCs who have completely lost their houses and tarpaulins to the 
displaced five families of Seri VDC. District Food Corporation has provided some sacks of rice and 
DPHO has provided some medicines.  

Far Western Region (FWR) 

Intensity of rainfall across the Far-West Region observed soaring since the second week of 
August. Water level in the Mahakali River rose significantly along with other swollen streams 
especially in Kailali and Kanchanpur districts, causing floods, flash floods and inundation. River 
banks eroded, many families affected and several communities put at risk. Similarly, continuous 
rain triggered number of landslides that affected settlements as well as obstructed transportation 
temporarily across region. Over the last three months, according to the NEOC, the floods and 
landslides have killed 16 people and injured 10, and seven are still missing.   
Number of landslides at different places occurred along the Dhangadhi-Dadeldhura, Dadeldhura-
Baitadi sections of the road. Vehicular movement was frequently obstructed. No casualty due to 
landslides is reported so far. Similarly, Landslides occurred Dadeldhura-Doti-KI Singh Highway 
temporarily halted transportation on 16 and 17 August. 

In Kanchanpur, 13 houses were collapsed and 44 families displaced before the water level of the 
Mahakali River, that rose up to 400,000 cusec in mid August, receded to 183,000 cusec. The 
displaced people taking shelter at a local school and staying with their relatives are expected to 
return soon. 

Rampur Belashpur and Beldandi VDCs also have been reported as having inundated but the 
actual damage is yet to be assessed. DAO reported that 11 houses were destroyed in Shankarpur 
VDC in Kanchanpur district. On 18 August, 2 persons found dead and another two persons are 
missing when a boat capsized at Donda River in Shankarpur VDC. 

In Kailali, several settlements have been affected by the rain temporarily. Thirty households of 
Lalbhoji were severely inundated by the Mohana River and evacuated to safer places before the 
water level receded as of 20 August.  In Dadeldhura, flash flood has affected and displaced 
around 40 families in Jogbuda and Sirsha VDC. Some other villages nearby including Sisamjhal, 
Tatopani, Chhela, Banda and Kunagaun are now at risk of flooding.  

In Dadeldhura, flash flood has affected and displaced around 40 families in Jogbuda and Sirsha 
VDC. Similarly, it has put some other villages at risk of flooding. Displaced families have started 
returning to their places, however, seven families in Jogbuda VDC and three families in Sirsha 
VDC are remained displaced as of 24 August. NRCS sub chapter has distributed Non Food Relief 
Items (NFRI) to three families in Sirsha and seven families of Jogbuda are registered to receive 
the relief support. Although people are returning to their places, river bank erosion by the Rangun 
River is not yet stopped.  
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Response (FWR) 

DDRC had specified Gaddachauki as evacuation site and made 16 transitional shelters with 
simple tarpaulin in July. According to NRCS Kanchanpur and Save the Children, no displaced 
families were willing to go and stay there due to inaccessible location and lack of adequate shelter 
materials. There were grievances around the quality of the shelter materials from the displaced 
families as well. DDRC started relief items distribution on 19 August. 

Sporadic health issues, especially water born and viral diseases that need serious attention, are 
found among the displaced people. Magnitude of the problem seems under the local capacity as 
per the DPHO unless it further deteriorates. DDRC has assigned a team comprising NRCS, Nepal 
Police and civil society groups for the detailed assessment which is expected to be completed by 
25 August.  In addition, UNICEF and Save the Children have also completed the initial flood 
assessment in Kanchanpur district which was shared among Contact Group Meeting members in 
Dhangadhi on 19 August.  

The DAO provided relief compensation ranges NPR 2,500 – 5,000 depending upon the damages 
for the 11 families whose houses collapsed in Shankarpur VDC. Similarly, families of two dead 
persons have been provided instant relief of NPR 25,000 as per the DAO Kanchanpur. 

NRCS is planning to have rapid assessment as soon as the water level recedes to assess damage 
and the situation of those displaced families. 

The Situation is found under control of the local actors at the moment however sufficient attention 
has not been given by DDRCs in Kanchanpur and Dadeldhura. 

CONTACT 
 

RCHCO Field Coordination Offices: 

Bharatpur  – Mr. Sylvain Merlen  
Email: sylvain.merlen@one.un.org, 
Mobile: 98511 19928 

Biratnagar  – Mr. Andrew Martin 
Email: Andrew.Martin@one.un.org 
Mobile: 98510 01659  

Dadeldhura  – Ms. Marlies Bull  
Email: Marlies.Bull@one.un.org  
Mobile: 98511 19926 

 

RCHCO Kathmandu: 

George Murray 
Email:murray1@un.org 
Mobile: 9851107306 

Rita Dhakal  Jayasawal  
Email: Dhakal@un.org 
Mobile: 98510 72938 

Nepalgunj  – Mr. Zahir Sadeque  
Email: zahir.sadeque@one.un.org 
Mobile: 98580 21752 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the UN Nepal Information Platform at http://www.un.org.np
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