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FLOOD – HEAVY RAINS 

DOMINICA: authorities have declared an 

ecological disaster in the area of the Layour 

River Valley, following the collapse of 

the dam Matthieu, which occurred on July 

28. The dam’s collapse produced a torrent of 

water that covered much of the buildings 

and main roads in the area, and 

affected agricultural crops.  The heavy rains over 

Dominica were from a tropical wave that 

affected several Caribbean nations last 

week.  There are no registered victims.  The 

government has requested technical assistance 

from CDEMA’s (Caribbean Disaster 

Emergency Management Agency) Regional 

Response Mechanism in assessing the damage. 

Source: CDEMA. 

 

BRAZIL: recent rains have affected 51,000 

people in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, most of 

whom have sought shelter with relatives or 

friends or in public schools 

and gyms. Three municipalities have been 

declared under a state of emergency. Rains have 

eased in the states of Pernambuco and Paraiba, 

where nearly 27,000 people have fled their 

homes. Fifteen people died in these two 

states, mainly as a result of landslides. 

The federal government has allocated some 

$280 million to assist those affected. 

Source: Government of Brazil. 

 

COLOMBIA: the government, along with IOM, 

has launched a vaccination campaign in the 

areas affected by floods and landslides. 

The three-month immunization plan will focus 

on the prevention of tuberculosis, diphtheria, 

tetanus and other bacteria and viral agents such 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 DOMINICA: The government declared an ecological disaster for the collapse of the Matthieu dam. 

 BRAZIL: More than 51,000 people affected by rains in the state of Rio Grande do Sul 

 COLOMBIA: IOM and Colombian authorities plan to vaccinate 220,000 people affected by flooding. 

 ECUADOR: Disaster area in Sucumbios after landslide, UNHCR delivering humanitarian aid. 

 

Image of the area affected by the collapse of the dam. 

Officials declared the area an ecological disaster zone. 
© Dominica News Online. 
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as rotavirus, which is the most common cause 

of infant death from diarrhea. IOM noted that 

the initiative will reach more than 220,000 

people, with priority given to children under 6, 

pregnant women and people over 

60.  Landslides and floods caused by an 

unusually long rainy season have affected 

more than three million Colombians, and a death 

toll of more than 400. 

Source: International Organization for Migration. 

 

ECUADOR: UNHCR provided blankets 

and mattresses to 41 families affected by a 

landslide in the town of La Fama in 

the Sucumbios Province, which borders 

Colombia.  The collapse occurred as a result of 

heavy rains in the 

mountainous province.  Authorities 

have declared the area under 

disaster.  UNHCR stated that at least 7 

people have died and 150 are affected, among 

which are several Colombian refugees. 

Source: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

This past week, landslides in the Sucumbios Province 
caused 7 deaths, and affected several families. ©El 

Comercio. 


