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Newsletter  
29 March – 12 April 2011 

Highlights 
- Clashes in Sikikèdé and Mélé 

- Vaccinated communities, healthy communities 

-  Aide Medical International in North CAR. 

Background and security 
Clashes in Sikikédé and Mélé 

On 10 April Sikikédé, in the Vakaga prefecture (North 
East CAR) was attacked by the Union of Democratic 
Forces for Unity (UFDR) elements. This led to a 
conflict between UFDR and the Convention des 
Patriotes pour la Justice et la Paix (CPJP) rebels. The 
fighting continued further in the Mélé region (about 30 
km from Sikikédé). 

The population of Sikikédé and Mele have fled  
toward both Chad (to the North-West) and Tiringoulou 
(to the South-East).  The number of casualties is not 
yet confirmed, however early reports indicate 
casualties and injuries to both combatants and 
civilians.  An estimated thirty combatants were 
injured. The town of Sikikédé and Mele have suffered 
great damage. 

International Medical Corps (IMC), an international 
NGO who works in the health center of Tiringoulou, 
took care of the wounded the day after the attacks. 

Information updates 
“Vaccinated Communities, Healthy Communities”  

Between 11 and 17 April, Central African Republic is 
hosting African Immunization Week with the theme 
"Children and women first - Vaccinate and stop polio 
now“and the slogan "Vaccinated Communities, 
Healthy Communities”. 

Following the meeting of the Regional Committee of 
the World Health Organization (WHO) Africa held in 
September 2010 in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, it was 
recommended that countries in Africa should 
institutionalize an African Week of Vaccination 
(AWV). AWV aims to strengthen immunization 
programs in the region by drawing attention to and 
increasing awareness of the importance of the needs 
and rights of people (especially children and women) 
to be protected against vaccine preventable diseases.  

The objectives of AWV:  

 Increase awareness of stakeholders on the value 
of vaccinations 

 Promote and maintain vaccinations as a priority 
for policymakers 

 Advocate and to mobilize human and financial 
resources for immunizations 

 Increase demand and / or use of immunization 
services, particularly for populations at risk and / 
or who are difficult to reach 

 Promote the integration of other interventions 
related to child survival. 

AWV will also focus on advocacy with political 
authorities (national and local) and among 
development partners (UN, NGOs, multi and bilateral 
cooperation).  

Health interventions will be outlined through an 
integrated campaign of vaccinations for 7 days which 
include: routine vaccinations (children under 12 
months and pregnant women), immunizations against 
measles (children from 9-47 months), vaccinations 
against Polio (children aged from 0-59 months), 
vitamin A supplementation (children from 6-59 
months) and deworming with Albendazole (children 
from12-59 months).  

Contact Dr. Casimir Manengu 
manenguc@cf.afro.who.int for more information. 

Promotion of human rights in Bocaranga  

Under the "Project to support the promotion of human 
rights and access to law", funded by the Peace 
Building Fund (PBF) and the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Danish 
Refugee Council (DRC) conducted a mission from 16 
to 21 March  in Bocaranga (North West CAR). The 
purpose of the mission was to conduct discussion 
sessions on the promotion of human rights, 
particularly on violence against people accused of 
witchcraft.  

Heads of Bocaranga village. Photo-DRC  
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Under the supervision of two consultants from DRC, 
various discussion sessions were held with the sub-
prefectural and municipal authorities, district heads 
and village magistrates, health personnel and social 
services, judicial police officers, the Central African 
Armed Forces (FACA) and traditional practitioners. 

Many discussions with the participants showed a 
strong presence of beliefs and customs, which are 
sometimes harmful practices. Theses discussions are 
currently being followed by extensive sensitization 
campaigns of the population of Bocaranga on Human, 
Women and Children Rights, implemented by the 
Associtaion des Femmes Juristes Centrafricaines 
(AFJC).  

Contact Alberta Santini, protection.car@drc.dk for 
more information.  

U.S. donation for vulnerable populations  

On 4 April, the World Food Programme (WFP) 
received from the United States Government a 
donation of 4,000 metric tons of food (worth US$6.5 
million) to assist communities vulnerable to food 
insecurity and malnutrition in the CAR."It is yet more 
evidence of the continued commitment on the part of 
the U.S. Government to the fight against hunger.  
This contribution will help to protect thousands of 
vulnerable people as well as to assist malnourished 
children in this country." said Sitta Kai-Kai, WFP 
Representative in CAR.  
The donation of cereals, pulses, corn-soya blend and 
vegetable oil will feed more than 80,000 people in 
conflict-affected zones for a period of about four 
months. Beneficiaries include 38,000 refugees and 
displaced people, 20,000 malnourished children and 
mothers and 22,000 vulnerable people undertaking 
'food-for-work' activities. There are currently 192,000 
displaced people and 25,000 refugees in the CAR. 
Thirty percent of the population of 4 million is food 
insecure and the rate of global acute malnutrition 
(GAM) for children under 5 is 10 per cent.  

Contact Sitta Kai-Kai (Sitta.Kai-Kai@wfp.org), xx at 
WFP CAR, for more information.  

Aide Médicale Internationale in North CAR  

The NGO Aide Médicale Internationale (AMI) has 
been working in Bamingui-Bangoran (North CAR) 
since November 2007. As part of prevention against 
malaria, the NGO has supported the distribution 
campaign of insecticide-treated nets to Long Duration 
and Efficiency the sub-prefectures of Bamingui and 
N'délé. The campaign ran from 12 to 24 March and 
was conducted in partnership with the Ministry of 
Public Health through its Department of the Fight 
against Malaria, the County Health Unit of Bamingui-

Bangoran, the United Nations Fund for Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) and the NGO Mentor Initiative. Nearly 
6,137 households have benefited from this campaign, 
representing a coverage rate of close to 89% (85.6% 
in the sub-prefecture N'dele and 3% in the sub-
prefecture Bamingui)  

 

Distribution of LLINs in N’délé. Photo-OCHA  

“This campaign has been a good experience for AMI 
who received an involvement of the County Health 
Unit of the Prefecture with whom we are developing a 
productive and effective partnership that can 
contribute to improve the functioning and the 
accessibility to health care and health of the 
population in the area. This campaign was also a way 
to strengthen our partnership with the Ministry of 
Public Health, the community and others ...,'' said the 
Head of Mission of AMI Jens Schumacher.  

On top of the LLINs distribution campaign, the NGO 
AMI, with the financial assistance from UNICEF, 
provides support in the framework of maternal and 
child health by rehabilitating and equipping the 
maternity and the pediatrics units in the N'délé 
hospital. With contributions from the Common 
Humanitarian Fund (CHF) and EuropeAid, AMI has 
also been able to build a warehouse of medicine and 
rehabilitate the hospitalization unit at the N'délé 
hospital.  

The prospects for AMI in 2011 were directed towards 
a better integration of nutrition in health programs 
through the community capacity building in areas of 
health emergency.  

Contact Jens Schumacher (rca@amifrance.org), for 
more information. 

For more information or for contributions to this newsletter, 
please contact: UN OCHA Bangui, RCA 
Laura Fultang | fultangl@un.org | +236 70 18 80 64 
Gisèle Willybiro- Maïdou | willybiro@un.org | +236 70 18 
80 61 


