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OCHA UNICEF 

 

SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE 

APRIL 2011 

 

Lesotho 

• Following the joint rapid assessment led by DMA, the World Bank is assisting the country to undertake Post Disaster Needs Assessment to further 
understand the impact of heavy rains on different sectors. Poor crop production is anticipated this year. 

• The UN Emergency and Response Task Force chaired by WFP and co-chaired by UNDP met with NGOs to respond to the impact of heavy rains.   

Madagascar 
• Damage caused by the cyclone Bingiza on crop and food security is less important than that caused by the MTS Hubert last year.  

• At the end of lean season, price of rice starts to fall. 

Malawi 
• Crop conditions in central and southern Malawi are reported to be good despite the February dry spell which had reportedly affected mostly the 

late-planted crops in extreme-southern Malawi 

Mozambique • Overall national crop production is expected to be normal given the good harvest prospects of the northern region. 

Namibia • The flooding in the North caused fatalities and displacement of thousands of families 

South Africa • The expected production of maize is 11,044 million tons, which is 13.8% less than the 12,815 million tons in the previous season. 

Swaziland 
• Maize price goes up 

• Fuel prices (both petrol and diesel)  increased by SZL 0.80 per litre   

Zambia 
• Prices of breakfast maize meal have started reducing in most parts of the country. 

• Increased consumption of seasonal foods (pumpkins, sweet potatoes) in most parts of the country 

Zimbabwe 

• Cereal availability continued to fall on the open market with maize grain being unavailable in 37% of WFP monitored rural sites. 

• Average rural maize grain prices went up 11.3% in March to US$0.39/kg. Urban prices were stable for February and March at US$0.33/kg. 

• The food security situation in most southern and eastern districts is expected to deteriorate as most humanitarian seasonal targeted assistance 
programs ended in March and also due to high crop failure. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: LESOTHO 

Updated – April 2011 

Highlights • Following the joint rapid assessment led by DMA, the World Bank is assisting the country to undertake Post Disaster Needs Assessment to further understand 
the impact of heavy rains on different sectors. Poor crop production is anticipated this year. 

• The UN Emergency and Response Task Force chaired by WFP and co-chaired by UNDP met with NGOs to respond to the impact of heavy rains. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

• As of February, actual cumulative 
rainfall from September 2010 is 
above normal across the country.  

• This year, crop production is 
expected to be poor following the 
heavy rains received between 
December and February. Field 
operations, especially weeding was 
low especially in the northern region 
due to persistent rains and water-
logging.  

• Crop forecasting exercise by the 
Bureau of Statistics has started and 
will continue in the first two weeks 
of April 

 

• According to the NEWU 
balance sheet, planned imports 
for the 2010/11 season 
amounted to 230.170 MT. This 
leaves the country with 
uncovered shortfall of about 
79,286MT 

• The Bureau of Statistics showed 
that the inflation in January stood 
at 3.3%, just slightly above 3.2% 
reported in January.  

• Food inflation, which constitutes 
the biggest share of the food 
basket increased slightly from 
3.8% in November to 3.9% in 
December.  

• In January, the inflation increased 
to 4.5% and in February to 4.7%  

• Based on the mid February 
projections by the VAC, about 
250,000 people will need food 
support in the next 12 months as 
a result of the heavy rains. 

 

• The Government-led rapid 
assessment indicated that the 
cases of diarrhoea are high due to 
contamination of water and poor 
sanitation.  

• The World Vision study on the 
impact of heavy rains shows that 
water systems that served over 
1000 households and pipes 
constructed by World Vision in 
Mapoteng catchment area were 
washed away and this has posed a 
big challenge for clean drinking 
water.  

 

• A total of US$1,500,000 has been 
received from CERF and WFP 
received US$179,000.00 to assist 
8,200 people whose food security 
has been undermined by the heavy 
rains. This support will be provided 
for three months. 

• Data collection of the Post Disaster 
Needs Assessment is complete and 
the preliminary report is expected 
on the 14th April. 

• DMA will lead the annual 
vulnerability assessment in May/June. 
However, the updating of the VAC 
baseline is ongoing, 6-22nd April. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MADAGASCAR 

Updated – April 2011 

Highlights • Damage caused by the cyclone Bingiza on crop and food security is less important than that caused by the MTS Hubert last year.  

• At the end of lean season, price of rice is declining. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

• First harvest of rice has started in 
the whole country except in the 
Western provinces. 

• In the South, harvest of maize and 
peanuts is ongoing. Production is 
good but farmers directly sell 
major part of it in order to invest 
more money into cattle. 

• A detailed assessment on crop 
and food security was conducted 
by the Food Security and 
Livelihoods Cluster in the south-
eastern areas in early march, 
Damage is considered less 
important than that experienced 
after cyclone Hubert last year. 

• Minor damage was noticed in cash 
crops and in breadfruit, the main 
crops consumed during lean 
season. 

 

• At national level food availability 
remains sufficient. The temporary 
cessation of rainfalls also 
promotes the flow of products. 

• All markets in the southeast are 
functioning; however the floods 
damaged access tracks so time 
spent to go to markets has 
increased.  

• Since early march, government has 
forbidden rice and sugar exports. 

• Price of rice started to fall since 
the beginning of March because of 
the end of lean season. First crop 
of rice began to flood the markets. 

• During the 2010/2011 crop 
season, average price of rice at 
national level has fluctuated 
between 900 MGA and 1400 
MGA for white rice and between 
500 MGA and 800 MGA for 
paddy. That means that rice prices 
vary by 60% between harvest time 
and lean season. 

• The price of cooking oil is slightly 
down. It could fall further in 
coming weeks after the arrival of 
U.S. cooking oil at Toamasina, the 
main port. This cooking oil, 
fortified with vitamin A, is 
endorsed by the SALOHI program 
through their monetization.  

• Prices of flour, kerosene and sugar 
remain stable. The highest level of 
prices of staple products is 
currently found in the Capital 
Antananarivo, then in the South-
western region. 

• Underweight prevalence ranges 
from 17.6% in Diana to 41.6% in 
Vakinakaratra. As the prevalence 
of stunting varies from 70.9% in 
Vakinakaratra to 27.7% in Diana.  
For the prevalence of severe 
stunting, the levels are as high as 
34.4% seen in Vakinakaratra. 

• This year, WFP School feeding 
ratios will be fortified by the 
micronutrient powder (MNP) in 
some schools of Tsihombe for a 
period of 100 days. The baseline 
study showed that in this district, 
anaemia affects 77% of 
schoolchildren aged 6 to 14 years. 
Among them, 52% have mild 
anaemia, 23% moderate and 2% 
severe. 

• SALOHI (Strengthening and 
Accessing Livelihood 
Opportunities for Household 
Impact) is a five year humanitarian 
program which targets chronic 
and seasonal food insecurity in 
vulnerable zones of Madagascar. 

• The purpose of the program is to 
reduce food insecurity and 
vulnerability of approximately 
500,000 people in 120 rural 
communes and three urban 
centres in eastern and southern 
parts of the country. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MALAWI 

Updated – April 2011 

Highlights • Crop conditions in central and southern Malawi are reported to be good despite the February dry spell which had reportedly affected mostly the late-
planted crops in extreme-southern Malawi 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

• Although the overall impacts of 

the prolonged mid-season dry 

spells are yet to be assessed, all 

indications in Malawi point to a 

good national crop harvest and 

food security conditions are 

expected to remain good, 

except in localized areas that 

are currently receiving 

humanitarian assistance. 

• Chikwawa and Nsanje remain 

areas of concern for food 

insecurity and need to be closely 

monitored. 

 

• Maize is still readily available in 
local markets. 

• The national food reserve Agency 
(NFRA) is selling off 30,000Mt of 5 
year old maize stock. The maize is 
being sold at US$145.89/tonne. 
The maize has been certified as fit 
for human consumption by the 
Zimbabwe and South Africa 
laboratories. 

 

• Maize is accessible in most local 
markets except for some 
households in Nsanje and 
Chikhwawa districts that did not 
harvest food in the last season and 
do not have income to procure 
from the market. 

• Food assistance will continue for 
these households up to end of 
April. 

 

• Global Malnutrition rate is still 
low in the country ranging from 
1.0% to 2.6% and Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) ranged from 
0.4% to 1.2% in a survey that was 
conducted in the southern region 
in July 2010.  

• It is anticipated that malnutrition 
has increased to slightly higher 
levels but not causing worries. 
Since July, there have been no 
nutrition surveys conducted to 
quantify the levels of malnutrition. 

• Reports from nutrition centres 
have indicated increasing cases of 
malaria and diarrhoea during this 
rainy season  

• Despite the increase in fuel prices 
and transport costs recently, 
there are no reports on increase 
in food prices. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MOZAMBIQUE 

Updated – April 2011  

 

Highlights • Overall national crop production is expected to be normal given the good harvest prospects of the northern region. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

• Overall national crop production is 

expected to be normal given the good 

harvest prospects of the northern 

region, despite the crop losses that 

were reported in the flooded areas of 

the Limpopo and Zambezi River basins 

• In areas affected by prolonged mid-

season dry spells, the early planted 

crop suffered less than those in the 

vegetative stages, most of which later 

recovered when the rains resumed. 

• WFP Mozambique procured 
4,333 MT of local products, of 
which 3,767 MT is maize and 
566MT of pigeon peas.  

• Between 2009-2011 WFP 

purchased a total of 33,664 

MT of commodities for WFP 

programmes in Mozambique, 

from which P4P accounts for 

16% of the total food 

procured locally (5,275 MT)  

• Food and fuel prices to go up 
as from April, but subsidize 
food for the poor by providing 
food parcels from august. 

• Wheat flour for pastry 
increased from 1.143 to 
1.243,00 MT/ bag of 50 kg.    

• MISAU, SETSAN, UN agencies 
and World Bank prepared a 
proposal for the coordination, 
implementation and funding of 
the National Plan for 
Reduction of Chronic 
Malnutrition and for the 
achievement of MDG 4 and 5.  

• An Urban Vulnerability 
Analysis for Food Security and 
Nutrition (Urban VA) was 
conducted in December 2010 
and January 2011.   

• WFP and UNHCR conducted 
a rapid assessment in 
Marretane Refugee Camp in 
Nampula Province to evaluate 
the recent food insecurity 
developments amongst the 
refugees’ population. The final 
report is still not released yet. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: NAMIBIA 

Updated – April 2011 

 

Highlights • The flooding in the North caused fatalities and displacement of thousands of families 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

• Heavy rains received in March in 
the Cuvelai basin bordering 
southern Angola and northern 
Namibia resulted in severe 
flooding in northern Namibia. 

• The affected areas are within the 
main grain-producing regions in 
the country and include Oshana, 
Ohangwena, Omusati, Oshikoto, 
Kavango, and Caprivi regions. 

• The flooding caused fatalities and 
displacement of thousands of 
families causing the government 
to declare a national state of 
emergency on March 29th 

• Results from the Joint multi-
sector rapid assessment mission 
are expected early next week 

• Generally household food 
security situation remains 
satisfactory till the next Harvest. 

• Household food stock from last 
harvest said to last till next 
harvest with the exception of 
Caprivi and Kavango regions, 
where household are now reliant 
on purchases from markets or 
government food aid. 

• Strategic Food Reserves in 
Namibia for white maize are at 
4395 MT in Katima Mulilo and 
Rundu.  Most domestic shortfall 
are covered by imports. 

• The Central Bureau of Statistics 
(CBS) released the latest 
Namibia consumer Price Index, 
showing that the annual inflation 
rate in February unexpectedly 
dropped from 3.5% the previous 
month to 3.1%. 

• The annual rate of food price 
inflation in Namibia dropped 
further to 1.1% during the 
second month of 2011. 

• The local miller will increase its 
prices of wheat flour and maize 
meal by 12.5% to 15%. The 
increases are in response to 
higher cost of the raw materials 
and threat on fuel increase. 

• The 2006 Demographic Health 
Survey (DHS) found that 29% of 
Namibia’s children were stunted, 
17% were underweight and 7.5% 
were acutely malnourished. 

• Approximately 77% of acutely 
malnourished children found in 
the north-eastern part of the 
country.   

 

• A crop assessment mission was 
completed last week and the 

report is still not out. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: SOUTH AFRICA 

Updated – April 2011 

Highlights • The expected production of maize is 10,831 million tons, which is 20% less than the 12,815 million tons in the previous season. 

 

 

Agricultura l  S ituat ion Food Avai labi l i ty  Food Access/Prices  
Nutr it ion,  Health and 
Food Uti l izat ion 

Comments  

• Vegetation conditions for 
March 2011 were normal to 
above-normal throughout 
most of the country 
following the good rains 
experienced in most parts of 
the country, during the 
latter part of March.  

 

 

 

• Projected closing stock of maize 
for 2010/11 marketing season is 
2,655 million tonnes.  This 
increase can mainly be attributed 
to the higher production of maize 
during the 2009/10 production 
season. 

• The projected closing stocks of 
maize for the 2011/12 marketing 
season is 1,296 million tons, 
which is 51.2 % lower than the 
previous season. The decrease is 
due to the expected lower area 
planted during 2010/11 
production season. 

• Maize prices ended higher on 
April 2011, as compared to 
March 2010. Local white maize 
and yellow maize prices 
increased by 1.7% and 1.3% 
respectively. 

• Local wheat and sunflower 
seed prices showed decreases 
of 2.4% and 3.6% respectively. 

• Oil price continued to increase 
at the end of March 2011, 
boosted by global economic 
growth which has increased the 
demand for oil, amid supply 
shortages sparked by unrest in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa 

• The infant mortality rate was 
49/1000 live births in 2009 (State 
of the World’s Children report, 
2009). The main cause of under-
five mortality is AIDS, 
representing 35% of all deaths in 
that age group. 

• UNICEF has supported Vitamin 
A campaign.  Food stables 
fortification with vitamin A & B, 
iron and Zinc. Vitamin A 
supplementation is provided in 
health facilities through doses 
targeting 90% of 6-11 months, 
80% of 12-59 months and 90% 
postpartum women. 8,600 
individuals living with HIV/AIDS 
are targeted with nutritional 
supplements. 

• According to the latest Food 
Price Monitor by the National 

Agricultural Marketing Council 

(NAMC) - in January2011, rural 

consumers paid R17,55 more 

than urban consumers for the 

same food basket, a 9% increase 

from the R16,12 price 

difference reported for 

October 2010 in the 

November 2010 Food Price 

Monitor. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: SWAZILAND 

Updated – April 2011 

Highlights • Maize price goes up 

• Fuel prices (both petrol and diesel)  increased by SZL 0.80 per litre   

 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

• According to the preliminary 
seasonal forecast by the Ministry 

of Agriculture, there has been an 

increase of about 20% of the area 

planted, however this increase 

has not resulted in a direct 

increase in the harvest as there 

was only about 12% increase in 

harvest compared to 2009/2010 

harvest. 

• Food will be distributed to 20 
constituencies in the country.  So 
far 2,750MT of maize meal 
targeting the elderly, child headed 
households and people on living 
with chronic illnesses have been 
delivered by the Disaster 
Management Agency (NDMA) 

• In the period of April 2011 to 
March 2012, a total of 75.3mt of 
cereal is to be imported, 47% of 
which is maize.  

 

• According to the National Maize 
Cooperation March saw an 
increase in the price of maize for 
50 kg bag from SZL 100.00 to SZL 
120.00. In April the price of  price 
of a ton increased from  SZL 
1950.00 to SZL 2340.00 

• The inflation rate in February 2011 
was 4.19% as opposed to the 4.35% 
observed in January. This lower 
headline inflation is due to 
decreasing annual rates of change 
reflected in February 2011 in the 
price indices for Alcoholic 
beverages & Tobacco and 
miscellaneous goods and services.   

• The Emergency preparedness 
and response unit within the 
ministry of Health has come out 
to warn the nation against 
diseases associated with heavy 
rains such as cholera. As part of 
the government plans for 
preparedness, a roadmap for 
mitigation has been put in place. 

• Through the Immediate disease 
surveillance and notification 
systems which monitors 
outbreaks and trigger rapid 
responses; a malaria outbreak 
has been detected in Mbabane in 
the Hhohho region. Sixteen (16) 
cases have been confirmed, 
however the ministry of health 
is working on discovering the 
causes as this is not a malaria 
prone area. 

 

• Swaziland’s political and socio-
economic situation is in turmoil, 
largely as a result of the reduced 
financial receipts from the 
Southern African Custom Union 
(SACU). 

• The Fiscal Adjustment Roadmap, 
which was endorsed by the IMF, 

is currently being implemented.  

• The latest Government proposal 
is to reduce civil servants’ salaries 

by a minimum range of between 5 

and 10% across the board, 

depending on the salary scale. 

However, trade union leaders 

representing teachers, nurses and 

civil servants have rejected this as 

unacceptable, especially for low-

wage earners. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Situation Update: ZAMBIA 

Updated – April 2011 

Highlights • Prices of breakfast maize meal have started reducing in most parts of the country. 

• Increased consumption of seasonal foods (pumpkins, sweet potatoes) in most parts of the country 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

• In the flood-prone areas of 
western Zambia where crop 
damage has been recorded, 
floods are expected to recede 
no later than June, but locals are 
expected to benefit from 
increased fish catches as the 
water recedes. 

• However, in parts of the 
districts of Luangwa and 
Gwembe Valley that were 
affected by prolonged dry spells, 
moderate food insecurity 
conditions are likely in the April 
through June period due to the 
reduced (or absence) of green 
harvests. 

• Food security situation has 
remained stable despite having 
gotten into the lean period. 

• Overall staple food availability 
on markets is still relatively good 
in most parts of the country and 
this is attributed to the bumper 
harvest the recorded last 
agricultural season. 

 

• Food security conditions are 
expected to remain stable due 
to the continued availability of 
surplus grain on the local market 
as well as increased 
consumption on seasonal foods 
such as pumpkins and sweet 
potatoes.  

• Prices of maize meal have 
started reducing. 

• Maize prices remain close to the 

five-year average and lower than 

in the previous lean season, 

ensuring greater food access for 

food insecure households than is 

typical for this time of the year.     

• According to the 2007 Zambia 
Demographic Health Survey 45% 
of children under 5 are stunted, 
15% are underweight and 5% are  
wasted and Jesuit Centre for 
Theological Reflection has 
attributed high levels of 
malnutrition in Zambia to 
inadequate dietary intake. 

• Data collection for the Crop 

Forecasting Survey for 2010/11 

agriculture season has been 

finalised and preliminary 

estimates are expected in early 

May 2011. 

 



                                                                           

 9

OCHA UNICEF  

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: ZIMBABWE 

Updated – April 2011 

Highlights • Cereal availability continued to fall on the open market with maize grain being unavailable in 37% of WFP monitored rural sites. 

• Average rural maize grain prices went up 11.3% in March to US$0.39/kg. Urban prices were stable for February and March at US$0.33/kg. 

• The food security situation in most southern and eastern districts is expected to deteriorate as most humanitarian seasonal targeted assistance programmes ended in March and 
also due to high crop failure. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

• Isolated moderate and localised 
heavy rains continued to be 
received in the northern and 
western districts during March. 
These rains were good for the 
late planted crop but were 
feared could affect the crop 
(especially maize) near 
harvesting point.  

• The dry spell persisted in most 
districts in the southern and 
eastern provinces. By end of 
March, some parts of Masvingo 
Province had recorded less than 
75% of their long term mean of 
rains, the worst of all provinces.  

• Areas where the maize crop has 
reached permanent wilting 
include parts of Masvingo and 
Matabeleland South provinces, 
southern parts of Mashonaland 
West, Midlands and Manicaland 
provinces and the marginal 
areas of Mashonaland Central 
province. 

• There was a further decrease in 
availability of staple cereals in rural 
markets in March compared to 
January and February. Staple 
cereals were not available in over 
a third (37%) of WFP monitored 
sites in March compared to 22% in 
February and 16 percent in 
January. 

•  Maize meal is readily available in 
urban areas. Availability in rural 
areas is low due to higher prices 
and preference for maize grain. 

• Most food aid under the Seasonal 
Targeted Assistance (STA) by 
WFP and other pipelines was 
terminated end of March. This will 
leave households in communities 
affected by the dry spell 
vulnerable.  

• There are reports of the early 
harvesting and preparation of the 
immature late planted crop in 
some areas.    

• Annual inflation rate was 3% in February 
with month-on-month inflation recording 
0.5%, both marginally dropping from 3.3% 
and 0.9% in January respectively. 

• Average rural maize grain prices recorded 
a progressive rise for the 2010-11 
consumption year. Prices reached a peak 
US$0.39/kg at the end of March, an 
increase of 11.3 percent (the highest 
monthly increase since November 2010) 
compared to 6.1 percent in February and 
6.4 percent in January. This price rise is a 
direct effect of decreasing availability and 
access to cereals in the majority of 
monitored sites.  

• Average cattle prices went up by 5.4% in 
March (to an average US$301.51), the 
highest such increase since end of 
November 2010. Goat prices were up by 
0.46% to US$28.38 per animal.  

• Livestock to grain terms of trade have 
increasingly favored the grain holder since 
September 2010. 

 

• Sporadic isolated cholera 
outbreaks are being 
reported in a number of 
districts in the country, but 
authorities are managing the 
situation. 

• The government and 
stakeholders are presently 
conducting consultations on 
the Food and Nutrition 
Security Policy 
Development framework. 

• Data analysis for the ZIMVAC 
Urban Vulnerability Assessment 
is on-going. 

• The ZIMVAC rural livelihoods 
assessment is due in May ‘11.  

• Where available in rural areas, 
grain from the Grain Marketing 
Board was not selling fast due to 
high prices compared to the 
open market. 

•  
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