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1. North-South population movements 
 
Returns from Sudan to the Republic of South Sudan continued over the past week. The IOM tracking point at 
Jabal Aulia near Khartoum reported that 2,270 returnees departed from Jabal Aulia on 59 buses heading to Renk 
in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State. The Protection Sector reported that the passenger train that transported 
returnees to Aweil in South Sudan last month returned from Aweil on 17 July. The next south-bound train trip (to 
Wau) is expected to take place next week. 
 
After South Sudan became independent on 9 July, one of the key issues to impact north-south population 
movements is citizenship in the post 9 July period. Citizenship arrangements are likely to affect the estimated 1.5 
million people of South Sudanese origin in North Sudan and around 80,000 Northerners believed to be residing in 
South Sudan. They will also have significant consequences for people in the Abyei area. Following discussions in 
Addis Ababa, the governments of Sudan and South Sudan have agreed on a transitional period of nine months to 
allow new citizenship arrangements to take effect. However, no formal announcement has yet been made. 
 
Southerners in Khartoum State 
Stranded returnees at Haj Yousif Al Baraka departure point have raised concerns regarding the upcoming rainy 
season and the need for plastic sheeting and mosquito nets. Returnees at Al Geref departure point have reported 
cases where make-shift shelters have been removed exposing people, especially children and the elderly, to heat 
and other elements. At Al Shajara departure point, a new water tank has been installed by UNICEF which will 
allow returnees to have access to clean water. At Mayo Andulus departure point, stranded returnees reported 
shortage of food in the last two days as their financial resources are overstretched.  
 
Kosti 
IOM reported that 15,081 returnees were at the Kosti way station by 18 July. The way station, designed to host up 
to 1,000 people, remains extremely overcrowded. The influx of returnees to Kosti has put enormous pressure on 
existing services at the way station. Humanitarian partners have been mobilising their available resources to meet 
the needs of returnees. Health sector reported that the cases of diarrhoea were decreasing, noting, however, that 
two severe cases were referred to Kosti Hospital over the last week.  
 
The governmental Water and Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) continued improvement and 
maintenance of water infrastructure at the way station. While there is an increase in water supply, it still remains 
below demand. Two cases of measles were detected at the clinic run by the international NGO FAR. A mass 
vaccination for measles took place at the way station in June. However, families and particularly children that 
arrived after the campaign need to be vaccinated. 
 
Meanwhile, arrangements for barges to transport some 7,000 returnees from Kosti to South Sudan continue, 
including non-food items (NFIs) and food rations distribution amongst returnees manifested to travel.  
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Key Points 
• Returns from Sudan to South Sudan continue mainly through South Sudan’s Upper Nile State. 
• Reports of aerial bombardment and fighting in parts of South Kordofan State.  
• New security measures on the movement of humanitarian agencies in Blue Nile reported. 
• Deployment of Ethiopian peacekeepers to the Abyei area continues. 
• Newly displaced people from Shangil Tobaya and East Jebel Marra seek shelter in Tawila and 

Kebkabiya, North Darfur. 
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Number of returnees at the Kosti way station (April-July 2011) 
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2. Three Protocol Areas 
 
Abyei 
The United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) reported that the general security situation in the 
Abyei area is relatively calm. As of 21 July, 516 military and civilian personnel of UNISFA have deployed to Abyei. 
The original UNISFA deployment plan was to have 1,624 Ethiopian troops deployed in Abyei by 31 July. 
However, due to some logistical challenges, this number has been reduced to 1,200 troops who should be in 
Abyei by 31 July. The deployment will be as follows: 1,000 troops for Abyei town, 120 for Diffra and 80 for Agok.  
Due to heavy rains the road to Diffra has deteriorated and this may hamper the movement of convoys. The 
second phase of UNISFA deployment will commence after the rainy season.  
 
With the rainy season underway and the withdrawal of the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) yet to take place, 
humanitarian partners don’t expect in the coming weeks any large returns of people displaced from the Abyei 
area. According to some assessments, people displaced from Abyei are reported to be willing to return once the 
security situation improves. Some 113,000 people have been displaced by the Abyei crisis and are now mainly 
sheltered in South Sudan. 
 
South Kordofan 
The monitoring and reporting of the humanitarian situation in South Kordofan has become more difficult during 
this reporting period, as OCHA has not had a staff member present in Kadugli since 15 July. OCHA relies on 
information provided by its partners on the ground in South Kordofan. 
 
The security situation remains tense and volatile across the state. Two civilians were reportedly killed by bombing 
near the village of Kerkeriya, north east of Kadugli town on 18 July. Bombing was also reported to have taken 
place west of Talodi on the same day. On 20 July, sporadic gunfire was heard around 400 metres from the former 
UNMIS compound in Kadugli. No information on possible civilian casualties has been received. 
 
The number of people displaced by fighting in South Kordofan State had previously been estimated at around 
73,000 people. However, NGOs are reporting that the number of people displaced in Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement North (SPLM-N) areas may be higher than previously estimated. The Sudanese Red Crescent Society 
(SRCS) reported that over 37,000 displaced people from South Kordofan State had arrived in Khartoum after 
fighting began in the State on 5 June. 
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To date, WFP, working through local partners, has assisted approximately 102,500 people affected by the conflict 
in South Kordofan with over 1,100 MT of emergency food rations, with an almost equal tonnage distributed in 
areas controlled by the Government of Sudan and in SPLM-N areas.  
 
Humanitarian actors present in South Kordofan State have so far relied on prepositioned stocks to carry out 
limited activities in response to humanitarian needs in the state. These prepositioned stocks are running critically 
low, and are estimated to deplete within weeks. They need urgent replenishment as soon as access is granted for 
humanitarian actors. 
 
The SRCS and UNICEF have met with the Ministry of Education, the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and 
National Security and Intelligence Services (NISS) to discuss the implementation of mine risk education activities 
and awareness campaigns in schools in Kadugli town. It was agreed that these activities should commence as 
soon as possible. 
 
On 20 July, the Sudanese National Assembly in Khartoum approved a draft bill on Popular Consultation in Blue 
Nile and South Kordofan states amending the original law by extending the Popular Consultation in the two states 
for a period of six months. It also empowers the Sudanese President to extend it further at the request of the 
Parliamentary Commissions administering the exercise. 
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan available at 
www.unsudanig.org.  
 
Blue Nile 
The situation in the state remains calm but unpredictable. On 20 July, the SPLM-N in Blue Nile state issued a 
statement, rejecting the amendments on the Popular Consultations in South Kordofan and Blue Nile as they were 
not consulted. The SPLM-N have also suspended their participation in the Parliamentary Committee for Popular 
Consultations in Blue Nile.  
 
Since 9 July, the authorities in Blue Nile have imposed new procedures whereby UN agency and NGO vehicles 
have been stopped and searched at check points. In addition, trucks carrying food for WFP have been denied 
access to Damazin and the convoy had to return back to the departure point, Kosti. On 19 July, the Resident 
Coordinator’s Support Office (RCSO) and UNICEF raised with State authorities the issue of these new 
procedures. 
 
On 20 July, UNHCR conducted an assessment of some IDPs from South Kordofan in Kurmuk who reported that 
some 22 families crossed into Ethiopia on 18 July. The harsh living conditions and lack of assistance were the 
main reasons for the decision to cross into Ethiopia. The crossing into Ethiopia was confirmed by UNHCR 
Ethiopia indicating that people continued to cross in small numbers on a daily basis and the total number of 
people who crossed into Ethiopia now stands at 400 people, according to UNHCR. 
 
 
3. Darfur 
 
New IDPs in Tawila and Kebkabiya in North Darfur 
Community leaders in Tawila have reported new arrivals in the area from Shangil Tobaya. This group of 752 
people have received emergency food from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). A list of new 
arrivals has been submitted to WFP for verification. This is the second group to arrive in Tawila from Shangil 
Tobaya. The first group of 3,216 people arrived in March and were verified by IOM and WFP and received NFIs 
and emergency shelter items from MSF-Spain. Community leaders also reported gaps in the health and WASH 
sectors mainly due to the increased demand on services due to the new arrivals and the lack of humanitarian 
actors on the ground, with only MSF-Spain present in Tawila.  
 
HAC has requested that a needs assessment be conducted in Kebakabiya to assess and verify reports of some 
132 people that have reportedly arrived from East Jebel Marra between March and June and have settled in Um 
Beldiso, near Kebkabiya town.  
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Returns to Sehjanna, North Darfur 
UNHCR has facilitated the return of 405 people from Tura (Aramba) to the Sehjanna village in Kutum. In June, 
845 people had confirmed to UNHCR their intentions to return. Community leaders reported that a large number 
of people had returned spontaneously on foot, in order to move their livestock to Sehjanna. It was also reported 
that some returned prior to the commencement of the assisted return, with the most vulnerable benefiting from 
UNHCR’s facilitated return. The government provided police protection for the UNHCR return convoy and visibly 
increased patrols on the Kebakabiya-Kutum route that was used for the return operation. UNAMID provided 
protection of the convoy from Tura (Aramba) village in Kebkabiya to Kutum in Sehjanna during the operation.  
 
UNHCR distributes NFI packages to returnees in West Darfur 
UNHCR has completed the verification of an estimated 7,500 refugee returnees who arrived in Terbiba, Beida 
locality in West Darfur and has provided them with NFI packages. UNHCR will conduct another assessment 
towards the end of the rainy season for a follow-up.  
 
Rainy season NFI distributions in IDP camps in Kass 
On 17 July, WFP-Logistics Coordination Unit (WFP-LCU) dispatched rainy season NFIs for an estimated 16,750 
people in IDP camps in Kass, South Darfur. The International NGO Care International Switzerland (CIS) and the 
national NGO Peoples' Organization for Development and Rehabilitation (PODR) will distribute these items. WFP-
LCU has managed to distribute, through partners, rainy season replenishment NFIs to some 75 per cent of the 
targeted 215,000 population for 2011. 
 
The agency also plans to distribute full NFI packages to some 1,500 verified returnees in Jebel Moon through the 
international NGO Catholic Relief Services (CRS). Distributions will take place from 24 to 26 July. 
 
Distribution of agricultural inputs 
FAO through partners in West Darfur, distributed seeds and agricultural tools to some 35,000 vulnerable people in 
the rural areas of Nertiti, Zalingei and Wadi Salih localities. This included input to 435 returnees in the villages of 
Andy and Gedo. In addition, FAO delivered agricultural tools and seeds to the returnee sites of Jebel Moon, 
Umshalaya, Sulu, Tandusa and Nyoro. In addition, to strengthen livelihoods and food security in South Darfur, 
FAO and the Food and Livelihoods Sector (FLS) partners distributed seeds and agricultural tools to some 
380,000 people. 
 
UNAMID staff members released  
On 20 July, a UNAMID national staff member was released from detention in Nyala, South Darfur. The staff 
member was arrested on 27 April by the authorities and handed over to prosecution two weeks ago. However, 
charges against him were dropped due to lack of evidence. Another female UNAMID staff member, who was 
detained on 6 May in Khartoum, was released on 12 July. 
 


