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In week 29, WHO:  

 dispatched emergency drugs to Renk county to initiate mobile clinics for the returnees; 

 supported the state ministry of health in Warrap state to investigate suspected measles 
cases in Turalei, Aweng, Ajakuac and Agok;  

 supported a local NGO,THESO with an assortment of drugs and supplies to enhance PHC 
service in the counties of Guity,Unity state and Gogrial East county,Warrap State; and 

 Supported IOM with an assortment of drug kits and supplies to run the way stations 
regarding returnees in Uppernile state 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

The Health cluster partners of South Sudan in a meeting to discuss the issue on returnees in 

Upper Nile state. This meeting was held at Juba. WHO co-chairs all the health, cluster meeting. 
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 Supported Bor hospital in Jonglei state and Yambio in Western Equatorial state (WES) to 
review their blood safety services.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coordination and emergency preparedness 

During the week:  
 
WHO visited a number of health partners implementing programmes in the Agok area to identify gaps 
in the area and devise appropriate and timely response strategies. The organization conducted 
support supervision to the state ministry of health in Agok area so as to assess surveillance gaps 
and challenges facing the communicable disease control in the area. Morbidity and mortality 
records were reviewed to analyze the root causes of epidemic prone diseases reported among 
the IDPs and the host community. With expectations that the poor sanitation and hygiene are 
linked to increased morbidity and mortality among the displaced and crowded areas, the team 
concentrated their assessment on the availability of clean water, latrine coverage and hygiene 
promotion activities at the sites. The observations were shared with the WASH cluster who 

 

Security situation  

 The security situation in country generally remained calm through the week although 
there were reported fears of attacks from the Renegade Militia Group and cattle raiders 
from the neighboring Unity State.   
 

Public health issues. 

 Four suspected cases of measles were recorded and admitted at Agok hospital. 

 Four AFP cases were notified this week; of these, one was from Eastern Equatorial 
in Kapoeta east, one from Lakes in Wulu county, and two from Warrap in Gogrial 
West. 

 Returnees from the north continue to arrive and concentrate in Renk County 
leading to a rise in the health needs 

 The IDPs previously displaced from the Abyei Administration Area have started 
returning to Agok. This has seen a population increase in the area in the last few 
weeks. 

 The number of measles cases continue to raise in Northern Bahr – el Ghazal state 
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agreed to increase the capacity of clean and safe water within the IDPs sites and the host 
community. Hygiene promotion will be supported by WASH cluster and health actors like 
UNICEF and WHO. 

As part of the response to the increasing health needs of returnees in Renk couty, WHO 
supported Medair with an assortment of drugs to assist them initiate mobile clinics in Renk 
county, Mina transit site. Among the assortment of drugs that WHO gave to Medair are:  Inter 
agency health kit plus additional antimalaria kits, antibiotics, analgesics and medical sundries. The 
drug kits are expected to manage 10,000 persons over a period of three months. The 
organization also supported IOM with drug kits to manage and assist in screening of patients in 
the way station. THESO a local NGO operating in Guit county, Unity State and Gogrial east 
counties also received emergency supplies for the management of common illness and diarrheal 
in the health facilities in the two counties. To support the vaccination exercise of retunes in 
Renk, WHO conducted a vaccine supply assessment and delivered additional vaccines.   
 

 
Communicable diseases. 

Disease surveillance update 

During the week: 

A total of 43/80 (53%) 
counties submitted reports 
for disease surveillance. A 
total of 14,204 health events 
were recorded across 
Southern Sudan from 49% of 
the health facilities. There is 
a steady increase in the 
number of the reporting 
facilities and counties over 
the last weeks. WHO 
continues to support the 
county health departments 
with reporting and data 
collection tools, and 
refresher trainings for health 
workers in order to 
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improve the completeness of the reports. No outbreak has been confirmed this week. MoH 
with support from WHO is monitoring the measles and anthrax outbreak in the states of 
Northern Baher Gazel and Western Baher Gazel state respectively.  

 

WHO supported the state ministry of health in Warrap state to investigate suspected cases of 
measles in Turalei, Aweng, Ajakuac and Agok. These were admitted at Agok hospital. The 
organization also supported the collection of 3 serum specimens for analysis from suspected 
measles cases in the Agok area.  
 
The organization commenced with the Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response training 
for 25 health staff in the Agok area drawn from functional health facilities in Abyei 
Administration Area. Training is a support function of a surveillance system and this will 
enhance detection and response to all suspected epidemic prone diseases. 

 
WHO and the state ministry of health in NBGZ conducted an outbreak investigation in Malaibai 
payam, Lieth boma following reports of five suspected cases of measles. NBGZ has reported 
nearly 450 cases of measles since the beginning of the year with majority of all the blood 
specimen have testing positive for measles. WHO, UNICEF and the state ministry of health 
continue enhancing the EPI services in the state. 

A total of 50 new cases, 2 (Relapse/PKDL) and 9 deaths were reported this week from 9 of 24 
facilities in week 28 where 
416 patients received 
treatment at the reporting 
centers. It’s important to note 
that there is an increase in 
vulnerability to infection of 
the communities resulting 
from the massive movement 
caused by pockets of 
insecurity and the influx of 
returnees from north with 
low immunity. Important to 
note also is the fact that there 
is a decline in the number of 
cases this week compared to 
same period last year as seen 
in graph, however this could 
be attributed to the decline in 
the reporting centers.  
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WHO further supported Lakes states to conduct AFP trainings for 42 participants. These 
included the EPI County Supervisors, County Surveillance Officers, Field Assistants, NGOs 
representative and Field Supervisors. 
 
Other programmes that WHO supported during the week include: 
 
A review of the blood safety services in Bor hospital in Jonglei state and Yambio in Western 
Equatoria. The team reviewing these services also evaluated the organizational and management 
capacity of ministry of health and human capacity at the country to ensure safe delivery of 
blood and assessed challenges that hinder availability of safe blood for transfusion of health 
facilities.  

 
 

WHO also prepositioned and supported Yei Hospital with five drug treatment kits of  
Nifurtimox- eflornithine combination therapy (NECT) for the management of Sleeping Sickness.  
Yei hospital receives the largest patient load of Sleeping Sickness in the county. 

 
The organization conducted support supervision visits to Sleeping Sickness treatment centre in 
Juba Teaching Hospital. During the visit, the team held discussions with the hospital team 
regarding active surveillance in Juba county, capacity building for hospital staff and in-service 
training for the hospital Laboratory. To further strengthen the capacity of the hospital, WHO 
provided some laboratory diagnostic kits and medicines to the hospital. 
 

Partnerships 

WHO participated and supported a coordination meeting of the Khalazar response in which all 
partners involved in the management of Kalazar exchanged best practices and lessons learnt in 
the previous quarter. A revised strategy of how to respond to the coming peak season of the 
transmission of the disease was shared. Other issues discussed were: the reporting rates from 
the treatment centers offering specialized treatment and advocacy for more treatment centers 
in the endemic areas. This meeting was attended to by partners from COSV, Save the Children 
-UK, MSF-H and, Catholic Diocese of Torit. The meeting was chaired by the Director of 
Endemic and Neglected Tropical Diseases, MOH. 
 
WHO, UNICEF and ministry of health continued strengthening the EPI services at the transit 
points and way stations. As a follow up of upcoming mop up campaign in Renk county, the 
partners supported the state ministry of health to administer measles vaccine and antigens to 
areas with high returns while targeting children arriving in Renk county .It was agreed that all 
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children under one year should be screened for routine EPI immunization status and given an 
opportunity to start or continue their infant series (BCG, DTP and OPV)and all children under 
6-59 months of age should be vaccinated against measles regardless of previous vaccination 
status 

 
WHO also participated in a workshop on GBV health related issues leadership training 
conducted by ARC Malakal. The workshop discussed the inter-sector partnership and 
coordination on advocating for GBV eradication, reducing case occurrence and enhancing 
(CMR) medical intervention. 
 
Other meetings that WHO attend to in partnership with other agencies are;  
The humanitarian coordination meeting in Awiel in NBGS, the humanitarian coordination 
meeting in Twic, Warrap State for the Abyei Response and the health cluster meeting in Juba, 
MOH for the Influx of returnees in Renk County.  
 

Planned activities for next week 

1- Joint support supervision mission to Ayod and Jiech Kalazar treatment centers in Jonglie 
state. 

2- Regular Data collection and prepositioning of medical items to treatment centers (HAT and 
VL) 

3- State level training in Yambio, Torit and Bor.  
4- Four county trainings for health workers in Unity, 
 
Acknowledgments: The progress achieved by WHO/EHA South Sudan was made possible 
through contributions from the following partners: 

For further information, please contact: Dr. Allan Mpairwe, EHA Focal point, Email: 
mpairwea@nbo.emro.who.int or Ms Pauline Ajello, Communication Officer, Email: 
ajellop@nbo.emro.who.int 
 


