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AU and UNWFP Hold Joint Press Conference on Drought Situation in the Horn of 
Africa 

Addis Ababa, 20 July 2011 – Given the 
alarming drought situation in the horn of 
Africa that led to famine and loss of many 
lives recently, Mr. Erastus Mwencha, Deputy 
Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission (AUC) and Mrs. Josette 
Sheeran, Executive Director of the United 
Nations World Food Program (UNWFP) held 
a joint Press Conference today, Wednesday 
20 July 2011 in the Media Centre of AU 
Conference Center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  

The Press Conference was preceded by a 
meeting with the Sub-Committee of the 
Permanents Representative Committee 
(PRC) on Special Emergency Assistance 
Fund for Drought and Famine in Africa, 
chaired by the Deputy Chairperson of the 
AUC, in the presence of the Commissioner 
for Political Affairs, Mrs. Julia Dolly Joiner, 
and representatives of the Departments of 

Rural Economy and Agriculture, and Peace and Security.  

Speaking on behalf the AU Commission, Mr. Mwencha, stated that a number of 
international communities have responded to the appeal of the Chairperson of the African 
Union for assistance in Somalia. He stated that the drought is not limited to Somalia and 
has affected several people in most countries situated around the Horn of Africa. “There is 
urgent need to address how to save 10 million lives that are victims of this devastating 
catastrophe” Mr. Mwencha noted, adding that the African Union needs to work closely with 
partners such as UNWFP and Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United 
Nations to relieve the dire humanitarian situation in the horn of Africa.  

During the meeting, Mrs. Sheeran presented the program of her institution in building 
resiliency for the victims of the drought, stating the concerns of UNWFP over the 
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deepening drought and humanitarian crisis in the horn of Africa. She reiterated her 
continuous support to the AU’s efforts in scaling up farming to help mitigate the drought 
consequences on the population. She said the discussions in the meeting were fruitful as 
it will help to improve Africa’s capacity to support and reach out to people in need of 
emergency assistance. Mrs. Sheeran was accompanied by a team of four renowned 
agriculture experts working for the WFP.   

Addressing the press conference later, the AUC Deputy Chairperson said the meeting with 
UNWFP Executive Director was timely as it is was an opportunity to discuss joint methods 
of responding to the drought crisis and measures to mitigate the crucial humanitarian 
situation in southern Somalia and the rest of the Horn of Africa. 

In response to some of the questions raised by the press, Mr. Mwencha said AU is 
working to construct early warning systems and mitigation tools such as the Risk 
Insurance Capacity to prevent future humanitarian crises.      

Ms. Sheeran on her part highlighted the effect of the crisis on children particularly stating 
that very young children are vulnerable to brain damage due to malnutrition. She 
emphasized the need to give affected children fortified foods to sustain their health.  

Mr. Mwencha and Ms. Sheeran announced a joint trip to the site of the drought on 
Saturday 23rd July 2011 to assess the situation and find joint solution to the problem.  

 

 

 


