
GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 

 

GIEWS Country Brief 

       Namibia 

  
Reference Date: 05-April-2011 

 

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Prospects for 2011 crops in northern region are unfavourable, 
due to excessive rains   

 Initial reports indicate an estimated 7 900 people displaced by 
floods 

 Food security of the flood affected people in northern parts of 
the country remains difficult.   

Continued heavy rains cause flooding and crop 
damage in northern regions 

Northern parts of Namibia received heavy rains during the first quarter 
of 2011, causing flooding in Kunene, Caprivi, Kavango, Ohangwena, 
Omusati, Oshikoto and Oshana regions. The flood waters have led to 
the displacement of at least 7 900 people, in addition to damaging 
crops and infrastructure. Initial reports indicate that the floods have 
affected the millet and maize crops.  As the joint assessment, which is 
currently underway including representatives from the government, 
donor organizations, UN agencies and the Namibia Red Cross Society 
is concluded, the extent of the damage is expected to be clearer. Any 
production short-fall in the communal farming sector is expected to 
negatively impact on localised food availability, particularly for 
vulnerable households in the Caprivi region that suffered flood-affected 
harvests in the previous two years.  
 
In the 2010/11 agricultural season, the government continued to 
subsidize seed and fertilizer inputs by 50 percent, to cultivated areas of 
up to three hectares per household, as well as providing the use of 
government tractors at a subsidized rate, for the northern communal 
agricultural areas. However, cereal production is now anticipated to be 
lower than previously anticipated as a result of the torrential rains in 
northern regions.   

Cereal prices decline marginally  

The national sub-index for bread and cereal prices was slightly lower in 
February 2011 compared to December 2010 level.  The overall food 
price index increased marginally during the same period, with the rise in 
meat prices as the main contributing factor. 

Assistance needed for flood affected households 

The Government declared a national state of emergency in north and 
north-eastern parts of the country, due to the severe flooding that 
affected 20 000 people, mostly in Oshana region, and displaced an 
estimated 7 900. The Government has allocated NAD 30 million 
(approximately USD 4.4 million) to assist in the response efforts. A 
request for assistance to the international community was also made.  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


