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Detention Bulletin 
 March 2011 

 

This month saw a small increase in the 

number of children prosecuted by the 

Israeli military courts and imprisoned. 

The detention figures rose by two 

percent compared with the previous 

month – the first increase in several 

months.  

 

Of more concern is the relatively high 

number of young children (12-15 years) 

being held – which for the second 

consecutive month remained at 45 

children.  On a positive note, there are 

currently no children being held 

without charge or trial in administrative 

detention, and there are no girls in 

detention. 

 March 2011 - Overview 

 During the month, DCI-Palestine 

collected seven testimonies from 

children arrested by the Israeli army in 

the West Bank. Six out of the seven 

children (85%) report being physically 

assaulted, and four children (57%) 

report being verbally abused, either 

during their arrest, transfer or 

subsequent interrogation. 

 

In all seven cases (100%), the children’s 

hands were restrained, and in six out of 

the seven cases (85%), the children’s 

hands were tied behind their backs with 

a single plastic hand tie - a procedure 

that violates Israeli army regulations. 

 

General detention 
figures 

 

DETENTION FIGURES 

 

5,493 Total number of 

Palestinian adults and children 

in Israeli detention (1%) 

 

226 children detained ( 2%) 

 

45 aged 12-15 (No change) 

 

0 girls in detention  

 

0 children in administrative 

detention  

 

 

 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

March 2011 
 

 Reports continue to be 

received that Children’s 

hands are being tied 

behind their backs with a 

single plastic tie, in violation 

of Israeli army regulations.  

 

 New media 
Another Country – An article 

by Alon Idan on the Israeli 

military courts published in 

Haaretz   

 

MEP calls for release of 

Palestinian children 

 

UK Parliamentary group calls 

for an end to the mass arrest of 

Palestinian children 
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Number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention: Jan 2008 – Mar 2011 
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Ofer Military Court 

– photo credit: 

Annie Tritt 

http://www.haaretz.com/weekend/magazine/another-country-1.356147
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/STATEMENT_BY_PROINSIAS_DE%20ROSSA_MEP.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Richard_Burden_MP.pdf


 

Each year approximately 700 Palestinian children, some as young as 12 years, 

are detained and prosecuted in the Israeli military court system.  

The most common charge is for throwing stones. The overwhelming majority of 

these children are detained inside Israel in contravention of Article 76 of the 

Fourth Geneva Convention. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2008 327 307 325 327 337 323 324 293 304 297 327 342 319 

2009 389 423 420 391 346 355 342 339 326 325 306 305 355 

2010 318 343 342 335 305 291 284 286 269 256 228 213 289 

2011 222 221 226          223 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2008 38 40 45 39 37 34 33 21 23 23 25 30 32 

2009 50 54 53 47 39 47 42 39 40 44 41 42 44 

2010 44 41 39 32 25 23 18 20 32 34 32 30 31 

2011 34 45 45          41 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2008 2 3 3 4 3 6 6 5 6 6 5 7 4.7 

2009 5 7 6 6 6 5 4 3 3 0 0 0 3.8 

2010 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.3 

2011 0 0 0          0 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2008 18 3 13 12 10 13 13 13 11 8 5 6 10 

2009 5 6 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1.8 

2010 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1.6 

2011 0 0 0          0 

12-15 year olds  

In March there was no change in 

the number of young children (12-

15 years) being prosecuted in Israeli 

military courts and receiving 

custodial sentences in prisons inside 

Israel. As at the end of March, there 

were 45 young children in 

detention. 

 

Total number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention at the end of each month 

since Jan 2008 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 
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Total  
According to the latest figures 

compiled by DCI-Palestine from 

sources including the Israeli Prison 

Service (IPS) and Israeli army 

temporary detention facilities, 

there were 226 Palestinian children 

(12-17 years) in Israeli detention at 

the end of March 2011. This 

represents an increase of five 

children (2%) from the previous 

month. 

 

March 2011 

IN FIGURES 
 

Number of young (12-15) Palestinians in Israeli detention at the end of each 

month since January 2008 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Girls in detention  

There are currently no Palestinian 

girls being held in Israeli detention 

facilities. 

 

Administrative detention  

There are currently no Palestinian 

children being held without charge 

or trial in Israeli administrative 

detention. 

Number of Palestinian girls in Israeli detention at the end of each month since 

January 2008 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Number of Palestinian children held in Israeli administrative detention at the end 

of each month since January 2008 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 



 Urgent Appeals 
 

 UA 4/10 – Children of the Gravel 

 UA 2/11 – Children of Silwan 

 

 

 

Voices from the Occupation 
 

 Voices – Nadeem and Jihad 

 Voices – Sexual assault 

 Voices – 7-year-old summonsed 

 Voices – Confession in Hebrew 

 Voices – The cost of settlements 

 Voices - Prison visits 

 Voices – House arrest, no school 

 Voices – Electric shocks 

 Voices – Electric shocks 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Admin. Detention 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Taken to a settlement 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Silwan, East Jerusalem 

 Voices – 9-year-old arrested 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Case summaries 
 

Lawyers and fieldworkers for DCI-

Palestine collect sworn affidavits 

from Palestinian children in prison 

and upon their release. These 

affidavits are taken in Arabic and 

further reviewed by trained staff 

to determine appropriate follow 

up action. Each year, around 100 

of these affidavits are translated 

into English from which these brief 

case summaries are produced. 

Additional case summaries are 

available upon request. 

 

 

Osama Z. – (15 years) 

 

On 3 March 2011, a 15-year-old boy is arrested by Israeli soldiers near Ya'bad village, 

Jenin, in the West Bank:  

 

Two boys report chasing a dog on a road near the village of Ya'bad - an Israeli military  

jeep passed by and stopped - two soldiers got out of the jeep and chased the boys who 

report being pushed and slapped by the two soldiers - knocked down and kicked - 

hands tied with plastic ties behind his back and blindfolded - both boys placed in the 

back of a military vehicle on the floor - one boy on top of the other - about 30 minutes 

later arrived at a military camp - asked to have the ties loosened but was slapped and 

verbally abused - kept tied and blindfolded in a room for about three hours - placed in a 

police vehicle and transferred for about 1.5 hours to a police station for interrogation - 

on arrival at the police station placed in a room for a further two hours - more verbal 

abuse and somebody threatened to beat Osama because he dropped a glass of water 

whilst still blindfolded - after several hours taken to another location whilst still blindfolded 

and walked into an object which was 'really painful' - somebody then started laughing 

at him - taken for interrogation by somebody called 'Rahhal' - pushed into a wall and 

screamed at before even being asked a question -  accused of throwing stones at a 

military jeep - denied accusation - signed a paper which he later discovered was a 

confession - at around 9:00 pm both boys were placed in a police car and told they 

were going home - taken to Salem interrogation centre - strip searched - transferred to 

Megiddo Prison, inside Israel. 

 

 

Adam S. – (17 years) 

 

On 11 March 2011, a 17-year-old boy from Azzun village, in the West Bank, is arrested by 

Israeli soldiers near a road and accused of throwing stones:  

 

Arrested at 6:30 pm near a road and accused of throwing stones - Hands were tied 

behind his back with a single plastic tie - remained tied until the next day - kicked by a 

soldier while standing beside a jeep - transferred to Ari'el settlement and interrogated - 

accused of throwing stones and confessed - remained tied but not blindfolded during 

interrogation - after interrogation, transferred to Zufin settlement - verbal abuse - "your 

mother's a c**t" - made to stand tied and blindfolded beside the jeep for an hour in the 

rain - transferred to Huwwara Interrogation Centre and Meggido Prison, inside Israel, in 

violation of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

Sami H. – (15 years) 

 

On 8 March 2011, a 15-year-old boy from Beit Ummar village, West Bank, is arrested by 

Israeli soldiers from his family home at 1:00 am:  

 

Hands tied tightly behind his back with a single plastic tie - made to walk for an hour to 

the settlement of Karmi Zur - soldiers kicked him in the legs along the way - on arrival at 

the settlement he was made to sit on the ground for an hour in the cold and reports 

being slapped and punched - after an hour he was pushed into a military vehicle and 

transferred to the settlement of Gush Etzion for interrogation - interrogated by two men - 

"Sharif" and "Dawoud" - shouted at and confessed because he was 'scared' - signed a 

document written in Hebrew -  taken outside and waited until 7:00 pm before being 

transferred to Ofer Prison - hands were tied so tightly behind his back that he began to 

scream in pain and they became swollen - given a brief medical examination - arrived 

at Ofer at 2:00 am - later transferred to Rimonim Prison, inside Israel, in violation of Article 

76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention which prohibits the transfer of prisoners outside 

occupied territory. 

  

http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/UA_4_10_Children_of_the_Gravel_UPDATE_5_MAR_%202011.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/UA_2_11_SILWAN_16_Feb_2011.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/English/Doc/Press/Voices_2010-05-31.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-06-13.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-07-01.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-07-21.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-08-18.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-10-11.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-10-21.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-10-26.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-10-30_ill-treatment.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-11-23_Silwan1b.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-11-25_Silwan2.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2010-12-02_Silwan3.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Admin_Det_Moatasem_M_26_DEC_2010.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2011-02-10_Silwan.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Silwan_Mahmoud_A_21_JAN_2011.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2011-02-08_ill_treatment.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2011-02-10_Silwan.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2011-02-14_Silwan.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2011-02-14b_Silwan.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2011-02-16a_Silwan.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2011-02-16b_Silwan.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/Voices_2011-02-16c_Silwan.pdf
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/doc/press/DETENTION_Mahmoud_A_18_FEB_2011.pdf


      

 

 

 

 

Recommendations 

No child should be prosecuted in military courts which lack comprehensive fair trial 

and juvenile justice standards. DCI-Palestine recommends that as a minimum 

safeguard in the light of consistent reports of mistreatment and torture, the following: 

1. Ensure that no child is interrogated in the absence of a lawyer of their choice and 

family member; 

2. Ensure that all interrogations of children are video recorded; 

3. Ensure that all evidence suspected of being obtained through ill-treatment or 

torture be rejected by the military courts;  

4. Ensure that all credible allegations of ill-treatment and torture be thoroughly and 

impartially investigated and those found responsible for such abuse be brought to 

justice. 
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Media Archive:  2009-2011 

 

 The Independent 

 Time 

 BBC 

 BBC Radio    

 Haaretz  
 AlJazeera 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 

 ABC Radio 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 
 CNN 

 AFP 

 Haaretz 

 Channel 2 (Israel) 

 Haaretz  

 Jerusalem Post 

 AFP 

 Haaretz 

 Politics.Co.UK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information please read 

DCI-Palestine’s report on Palestinian 

child prisoners: 

 

 

 
 

Child detention report: Palestinian 

Child Prisoners: The systematic and 

institutionalised ill-treatment and 

torture of Palestinian children by 

Israeli authorities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To subscribe, go to www.dci-

pal.org. For further information 

contact an advocacy officer at 

ria@dci-pal.org  

Painful hand ties continue to be used by army 

 

In March, DCI-Palestine continued to receive reports from detained children 

that their hands were being painfully tied behind their backs with a single 

plastic tie, in violation of Israeli army regulations.  

 

In one case, a 16-year-old boy from the village of Azzun, in the West Bank, 

reports that on 11 March he was arrested by soldiers close to a road used by 

the army and settlers, near his home. The soldiers accused him of throwing 

stones at the road. The boy reports that his hands were tied behind his back 

with a single plastic tie, which was then ‘tightened’ up causing pain. The boy 

reports that he was beaten before being taken to Ari’el Settlement for 

interrogation. After interrogation, the boy was then taken, tied and 

blindfolded, to the settlement of Zufin, where a doctor briefly examined the 

child while he remained bound by the hands. The boy reports then being 

taken to another location where he was forced to stand beside a jeep, tied 

and blindfolded, for an hour, before being taken to yet another location. At 

this point the boy reports becoming dizzy and vomiting. In total the boy 

reports being kept painfully tied with his hands behind his back for nearly 24 

hours.  

 

Following a petition to the Israeli Supreme Court in early 2010, the Israeli army 

undertook to introduce new regulations for tying detainees with plastic ties. 

Under these new regulations, a detainee’s hands should be tied to the front 

(subject to security considerations) and three hand ties should be used – one 

around each wrist, and one connecting the two, with sufficient space for a 

finger to be inserted between the tie and the wrist. The restraints should be 

used in such away so as to avoid suffering and the commanding officer is 

responsible for ensuring compliance with these regulations.  

 

Since the introduction of these new regulations, lawyers for DCI-Palestine 

have seen little evidence to suggest that they are being implemented, and 

children continue to report being painfully tied with a single plastic tie. 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/bound-blindfolded-and-beaten-ndash-by-israeli-troops-1700194.html
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1906664-1,00.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8186905.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/programmes/2009/11/091105_west_bank_kids.shtml
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/over-100-palestinian-minors-reported-abuse-in-idf-police-custody-in-2009-1.292679
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKuqGOiBQIE
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/palestinian-teen-accuses-idf-of-sexual-harassment-1.295234
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/idf-mistakenly-summons-7-year-old-palestinian-boy-to-shin-bet-interrogation-1.299266
http://www.haaretz.com/weekend/magazine/twilight-zone-a-night-in-hebron-1.299478
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2010/s2951495.htm
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/shin-bet-turns-to-arabic-after-inadvertently-summoning-7-year-old-palestinian-1.303848
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/features/amira-hass-eight-palestinian-youths-and-the-crime-they-didn-t-commit-1.306641
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/opinion/a-soldier-s-word-1.307263
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/opinion/an-appalling-army-experience-1.308691
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/palestinian-minors-held-3-weeks-on-suspicion-of-arson-1.308657
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/un-receives-over-100-complaints-of-police-idf-abuse-of-west-bank-teenagers-this-year-1.309104
http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2010/09/09/hancocks.me.children.chains.cnn?iref=allsearch
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iBqBH_dkc9_WAR5R5SUQd3PyOy9A
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/idf-bars-arab-teen-s-lawyer-from-abuse-testimony-1.317010
http://www.mako.co.il/news-military/security/Article-5f0e49957a1ab21004.htm
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/israel-s-justice-ministry-to-probe-claims-of-shin-bet-torture-and-abuse-1.325282
http://www.jpost.com/NationalNews/Article.aspx?id=196692
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hYYl_8Xfn7dCcPk1UkLjpzQShNfA?docId=CNG.23ac0ea474f340897bbb24e0ede2d199.21
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/childcare-experts-condemn-police-treatment-of-palestinian-stone-throwers-1.328115
http://www.politics.co.uk/comment/foreign-policy/comment-time-to-get-serious-with-israel-$21386206.htm
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?DocId=1166&CategoryId=8
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?DocId=1166&CategoryId=8
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?DocId=1166&CategoryId=8
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?DocId=1166&CategoryId=8
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?DocId=1166&CategoryId=8
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?DocId=1166&CategoryId=8
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?DocId=1166&CategoryId=8
http://www.dci-pal.org/
http://www.dci-pal.org/
mailto:ria@dci-pal.org

