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Monthly Update – June 2011 
UN Resident & Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office 
Nepal  

This report is issued by the UN RCHCO with inputs from its UN Field Coordination Offices and other partners 

and sources. The report covers June 2011. The next report will be issued in the first week of August 2011. 

 

CONTEXT 

 

Political Update 
After an initial surge of activity in the weeks following the 28 May extension of the constitution drafting 

process, negotiations on the central question of integration and rehabilitation (IR) of the Maoist army have 

come to a standstill and the core issues remain largely unresolved. The deadlines of 19 June (for reaching 

agreement on integration modalities) and of 27 June (for the deployment of Secretariat staff of the ‗Special 

Committee for the Supervision, Integration and Rehabilitation of the Maoist army‘ to support the envisaged 

Maoist army regrouping process) passed without successful consensus on these key steps. This situation 

has continued to hamper much of the technical and planning work of the Special Committee's Secretariat. 

While the likely parameters of rehabilitation packages have emerged, their structure and content remains 

undecided. Nevertheless, there are recent understandings between the parties, albeit highly informal and 

very tentative ones, on issues relating to negotiating the draft of the new constitution. 

The fact that the Special Committee has missed the 19 and 27 June deadlines is less important than what 

the parties are able to agree and achieve before the current tenure of the Constituent Assembly expires at 

the end of August. Although time is once again dwindling, the parties have shown considerable capacity for 

quick action once consensus is achieved. Exhibiting mutual signals of flexibility could pave the way for such 

gains once again.  

Operational Space 
In comparison to the significant number of bandhs and other disruptions leading to the 28 May constitution 

deadline, June saw significantly less disruptive action and protests by political and identity-based groups 

across the country and there were few restrictions on movement reported by development or humanitarian 

partners.  

After the much publicized attack on a Biratnagar-based journalist allegedly carried out by members of the 

‗Youth Force Nepal‘ (YFN), the Morang District Administration Office issued a daytime prohibitory order, 

affecting the general operations in Biratnagar Municipality area on 16-17 June. While the nationwide strike 

announced by the YFN for 17 June was called off after the release of its national leader, Mr. Mahesh 

Basnet, road obstructions were reported in the Western and Central regions: YFN cadres held a bandha for 

one and a half hours in Pokhara valley and obstructed vehicular movement along the east-west highway in 

Chitwan District and Butwal, in Rupandehi District, on 16 June. A number of protests in support of and 

against the YFN were conducted in various locations by both media and youth associations.  

The transportation blockade called by ‗Freed Kamaiyas‘, ‗Land Rights Forum‘ and ‗Landless Squatter Group‘ 

in Banke and Bardiya districts, on 15-16 June, restricted public vehicular movement on the Nepalgunj-

Gulariya road section and the Sanoshree-Mainapokhar road section of Bardiya. The nationwide strike called 

by ‗Chure Bhawar National United-Party Nepal‘ from 15-17 June was called off after the government agreed 

to talks with the party. 
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There were a number of notable attacks and threats against state actors during the month. An unidentified 

group reportedly torched the office of Gaurigunj VDC in Jhapa District on 1 June and stole equipment and 

documents, while the Shakrauli VDC office in Nawalparasi District has moved to the district headquarters in 

the wake of growing threats to its employees by an underground group identifying itself as the ‗Tarai 

Janatantrik Tigers‘. On 19 June, a school principal in Maheshpur Patari VDC, in Siraha District, was 

released a month after his abduction by an armed group. On 28 June, an unidentified group abducted a 

government employee working with the District Agriculture Development Office in Siraha district. A bomb 

was found on the premises of the Jhapa District Administration Office on 23 June (later defused by the 

Nepal Army) with a pamphlet claiming that it was placed by a faction of the Kirat Janabadi Workers Party 

(KJWP). Most government offices in Kanchanpur were closed for a week while offices were closed in other 

Far West districts for three to four days due to protests by staff against the alleged murder of Yagya Raj 

Upadhaya, a Technical Assistant at Dhodhara VDC, Kanchanpur, whose body was discovered on 17 June. 

Various Government employee unions jointly announced a protest programme and shut down offices on 19 

June condemning the murder, stating that the administration did not take the incident seriously and 

demanding improved security for staff. The strike was called off on 26 June when the regional administration 

assured a probe into the incident and formed an investigation team.  

There were also attacks and threats against business and media actors during the month. A faction of the 

KJWP was reported by several sources to have written letters to businessmen in Dharan of Sunsari District 

demanding donations to resource their ―third liberation movement‖. Similarly, police arrested several cadres 

of the Madheshi Tigers in Sonapur and Duhabi of Sunsari District while they were allegedly forcefully 

collecting donations from local businessmen. Police arrested two members of Kirant Yakhkha Chhumma for 

their alleged involvement in the vandalism of Nepal Samacharpatra Office (a print media) in Dharan of 

Sunsari District on 7 June and threatening journalists of Aaujar Daily in Dharan. 

 

Journalist allegedly attacked by Youth Force Nepal cadres in Biratnagar 
One of the most notable incidents during the month of June was the alleged attack by YFN on a Biratnagar-

based journalist affiliated with Nagarik and My Republica on 5 June. Widely reported in the national media, 

the incident was followed by protests of the Federation of Nepalese Journalists (FNJ) advocating the arrest 

of the YFN Morang chairman, Mr. Parshuram Basnet, who the FNJ alleges to have masterminded the 

attack. The situation was further complicated with the arrest of the national YFN leader, Mr. Mahesh Basnet, 

on 16 June (though he was released the following day) and an investigation into a Deputy Superintendent of 

Police after Nagarik daily reported his alleged links with Mr. Parshuram Basnet. According to a human rights 

activist who has closely followed YFN activities in the past, this June incident may flare up the already tense 

relations among criminal groups and political party youth fronts. Overall, the situation is a strong 

demonstration of prevailing impunity and the complexity of the political-security-criminal nexus in Biratnagar. 

Obstruction of voter registration 
While the Federal Limbuwan State Council-Lingden (FLSC-Lingden) signed an agreement with the Election 

Commission of Nepal at the end of May agreeing to no longer obstruct the national voter registration 

campaign, Madheshi political parties have continued to obstruct voter registration in Kapilvastu, Banke, 

Nawalparasi, Rupandehi and Parsa districts. The central demand by these groups is that eligibility for voter 

registration should not be only on the basis of possessing a citizenship certificate but also on the basis of the 

2007 (2063 BS) voter list. These groups believe that a large population of Muslim and Madheshi 
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communities in the Tarai region who are Nepali citizens do not possess citizenship certificates. As a result, 

for example, the Kapilvastu District Election Office reported that only about 20-25% of the voter registration 

process has been completed in the district and Banke District Election Office officials stated that voter 

registration has been completed in only eight VDCs. In Nawalparasi District, district authorities, human rights 

defenders and journalists reported that Madheshi-based political party cadres threatened the Election Office 

and voter registration team not to carry out voter registration, protesting against the exclusion of those 

without citizenship certificates. The Nawalparasi District Election Office reported that it has temporarily 

halted the process, with registration completed in 51 VDCs and but previously stopped or not yet started in 

21 VDCs. While there has been political mobilization, no organized programmes to disrupt the process have 

actually been declared by the parties. The ongoing phase of active voter registration outreach is expected to 

cease on 17 July (with the end of the fiscal year) and be replaced by a process where Nepalis can come to 

local government offices and register through an ongoing continuous voter registration system. 

 
Floods and Landslides: Current Situation 
Floods and landslides triggered by monsoon rains in the last week of June have caused damage in 14 

districts across the country. The Tarai lowlands were the worst affected by the floods, resulting in 25 deaths, 

four persons injured and two missing. The Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS) reported six deaths in Kaski 

District and five deaths in Achham, Tanahu and Palpa districts. The report further states that 914 families 

(5,484 individuals) were affected. Of these, 563 families (approximately 3,400 individuals) are displaced 

from their homes and are taking shelter in nearby schools or with adjacent host families. 108 houses have 

been destroyed and 411 houses are partially affected by floods or landslides.  

The rains have damaged roads, obstructed transport, interrupted telephone services and electricity supplies 

and inundated agricultural fields. Due to road obstructions, the prices of essential daily commodities have 

increased in several Mid-Western hill districts. In Jajarkot, increased prices for essential goods such as rice, 

pulses and oil have resulted from the increased costs of using mules rather than mechanised transport. 

The land route from Khidkijyula (Kalikot) to Jumla is still disrupted. Landslips triggered by the rains have 

obstructed trails linking villages with district headquarters. Mule services that act as the chief mode of 

transporting commodities throughout these areas have been affected. Landslides, hailstorms and flash 

floods have destroyed pastures and farmland owned by 176 families, particularly in Rowa VDC. Airline 

service to Jumla has been closed for the past week.  

WFP reports that ferry services connecting Dhankuta-Bhojpur districts and Udaypur-Okhaldhunga districts 

are not operational due to the rise in water levels in the Arun and Koshi rivers respectively. 

According to the Assistant Chief District Officer (CDO) in Sunsari, the Koshi River catchment‘s area water 

flow was recorded as high as 146,080 cubic metres per second (cusec) at 10:30 pm on the 30
th
 June, which 

is just 4,000 cusecs below the recognised danger level. So far, no physical damage or displacements have 

been reported apart from minor riverbank erosion upstream. According to officials at the Department of 

Irrigation and the Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA), though the water flow in the river was below the danger 

level (150,000 cusec), the rapid erosion of spurs along the eastern embankment at Prakashpur in Sunsari 

remained a concern. Water levels were recorded at 151,700 cusec at 6:15 am on 01 July, higher than the 

danger level of 150,000 cusec, leading officials at the Koshi barrage control room to switch on warning red 

lights and raise red flags indicating danger. Twenty of the 55 sluice gates of the barrage have been opened 

HUMANITARIAN UPDATE  
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to allow an increased flow of water. As a comparison, the Koshi River reached 167,000 cusec on 18 August 

2008 leading to the breaching of embankments and heavy flooding in many villages of eastern Nepal and 

neighbouring Bihar in India.  

According to flood alert reports produced by the Department of Hydrology and Meteorology, as of 5 July 

2011, eight flood monitoring and alert stations have reported water levels below the ―warning‖ indicators, 

though levels in the Karnali River in Chisapani are rising. See map below: 

 

Floods and Landslides: Response to Date 
In Sunsari, the District Disaster Relief Committee coordinated the response with the District Development 

Committee, NRCS, District Lead Support Agencies, Armed Police Force (APF), Nepal Police, Plan Nepal, 

World Vision International, Save the Children, UPCA Nepal, HUDEP, and other humanitarian partners, 

NGOs and civil societies to support those affected by the floods. A food cluster meeting was also held which 

requested concerned stakeholders to increase food stock piling. 

The NRCS is responding in all affected districts through its local network of volunteers, which includes 

deploying Initial Rapid Assessment Teams, and the distribution of food and non-food relief items. NRCS 

district chapters have mobilised volunteers through District Disaster Response Teams for assessments as 

well as relief distribution. Likewise, World Vision and Plan-Nepal are working with local NGOs to provide 

assistance to the afflicted by providing food and shelter to displaced families.  

District Disaster Preparedness and Response Planning 2011 
Supported by humanitarian partners including the OCHA Humanitarian Support Unit of the RCHCO, the 

MoHA has recently completed nationwide disaster preparedness and response planning meetings for 2011, 

including events at the national level and five planning meetings at the regional level. These meetings 
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brought together 600 officials from 75 districts, various government line agencies and the security forces, 

and secured the commitment of the respective authorities and partners for response preparedness activities 

at the district level. Following the issuance of the Disaster Preparedness and Response (DPR) Guidance 

Note of 2011, more than 61 districts across Nepal (see map at Annex) are preparing District DPR plans. As 

a result, district authorities and humanitarian partners have demonstrated their preparedness capacities 

through initial response activities especially in Sunsari, Saptari and Chitwan districts. These preparedness 

and planning exercises have strengthened district level disaster response capacities, ensuring effective, 

timely and coordinated responses by the relevant authorities and humanitarian partners to the ongoing 

floods and landslides.  

DIPECHO VIth Action Plan in Nepal launched 
Secretary of MoHA, Mr. Lilamani Paudel, launched the DIPECHO VIth Action Plan for Nepal on 28 June. 

During his launching speech Mr. Paudel highlighted the importance of Community Based Disaster 

Management Activities (CBDRM) in Nepal. He said CBDRM activities have become a key to develop the 

capacity of first responders—i.e. community people—and that the European Commission‘s support has 

contributed a lot to disaster preparedness and early warning across Nepal. There are 10 DIPECHO partners 

implementing the DIPECHO projects under this action across 13 districts in Nepal. Subsequently, the first 

DIPECHO partners retreat was organised from 29 June to 1 July in Dhulikhel to share programmes and put 

together common joint activities and minimum commitments by all partners. 

Food Security, Agriculture and Livestock 
Food security of the 30 percent most vulnerable population in ten districts has significantly improved 

following a bumper harvest of wheat and lentils from last winter. The planting season for rice and maize has 

started and about 103,000 vulnerable farmers in ten districts have received improved varieties of maize and 

rice seed under the FAO implemented EU food facility project, and this activity is expected to improve yields 

and ensure food security for these farming households. In order to minimize the risk in these areas during 

the monsoon, the System of Rice Intensification (introduced by FAO in Kailali and Udaypur districts which 

successfully helped communities living in flood-prone areas to harvest at least one rice crop before the start 

of the monsoon) could be replicated and scaled up in other parts of the country. 

District Food Security Network meetings were held in Baitadi, Dadeldhura and Dhangadhi. In Baitadi and 

Dadeldhura, the overall food security situation was found to have improved in comparison to the previous 

quarter, which was attributed to the wheat harvest and increased wage rate and, additionally in Dadeldhura, 

vegetable production. In Kailali, the food security situation remained positive as well.  

Numerous landslides and minor flooding across the country are creating significant delays for WFP in food 

transportation in Mid Hill districts of Nepal. WFP is closely monitoring the situation with daily reports from its 

sub-offices and field monitors in case an emergency response is needed.  

Health 
A Regional Health Coordination Team (RHCT) meeting was held in Dhangadhi on 13 June in which the 

Regional Health Director announced the launch of the ‗Integrated Public Health Program‖ in Bajura. The 

program, from 28 June to 4 July, provided preventive and curative interventions (including minor surgery) 

across all VDCs in Bajura. The UN Field Coordination Office presented on the role of District Health Officers 

in DPR planning and the cluster approach. A workshop on ―Alert Outbreak Preparedness, Response and 

Risk Communication focusing Preparedness‖ was also held for District Health Officers on 14-15 June in 

Dhangadhi. 
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Similarly, during the RHCT meeting conducted in Nepalgunj, the newly appointed Regional Director 

announced that Integrated Public Health Campaign has been initiated in seven districts.
1
 The Campaign will 

inevitably assist in increasing awareness, availability of health services and outbreak preparedness in the 

districts. The campaign was formally inaugurated in Jajarkot and in Rukum districts by the Health Minister 

distributing soap and hygiene kits to households. 

Logistic 
The Logistics cluster meeting on 24 June endorsed the Nepal Emergency Logistics cluster contingency plan 

2011
2
, and the cluster ToR for district level logistics cluster focal points. WFP has procured relief material 

(US$ 9,000) for disaster preparedness from its internal budget and relief materials (a 1500L hard fuel 

storage tank, generator set (25 KVA), two sets of prefab accommodation buildings, and office fabrics) which 

were propositioned at Kathmandu‘s Tribhuvan International Airport cargo complex in June.  

Shelter Cluster  
The Shelter cluster meeting was held on 14 June and noted that the storm damaged houses built as part of 

the Koshi Flood Recovery operation have been repaired and are almost fully occupied by beneficiaries as of 

mid-June. Additionally, there has been a growing sense of ownership and community feeling in the new 

settlement areas among the population. At the request of the Shelter cluster, IFRC/NRCS will prepare a 

draft set of recommendations for the consideration of the government to make annual budget allocations for 

non-food items and emergency shelter stocks. Private sector builders and professionals will be invited to 

future Shelter cluster meetings to enable further sharing on low cost shelters and other models and 

techniques relevant to Nepal. The Shelter cluster will organize one more national shelter technical training 

(prior to the World Habitat Day on 3 October 2011) to enhance the capacity of Shelter cluster members for 

effective shelter response, and funding is now being sought. 

Camp Coordination and Camp management (CCCM) 
The CCCM cluster is exploring possibilities of conducting CCCM training to key state and non-state 

stakeholders in Nepal. Several meetings were conducted with the government authorities of Bhaktapur 

District to get detailed information on the identified sites. The team is revising the report on ―Identification of 

Open Spaces for Humanitarian Purposes in Kathmandu Valley‖ and incorporating the 18 identified sites of 

Bhaktapur before final submission to MoHA and CNDRC. The CCCM cluster is finalizing the 2011 revision 

of the CCCM cluster contingency plan.  

Education Cluster 
The Education cluster meeting on 7 June at the Department of Education, Sanothimi, reviewed the 

Education cluster annual work plan and cluster Contingency Plan for 2011-2012. The National Society for 

Earthquake Technology (NSET) provided DRR/Earthquake school safety orientation to 441 students and 

teachers of schools in Kathmandu valley. Similarly, the Department of Education and NSET conducted 

training on seismic vulnerability assessment of school buildings and Design for Seismic Retrofitting of school 

buildings to 49 engineers and sub-engineers of the Department. Plan Nepal has decided to rebuild/repair 15 

Early Child hood Education Centers (ECED) centers in Dewanganj, Harinagara, Rajganj Sinwari, 

Amahibela, Chimdi, Ramganj Belgachhiya, Aurabani, Tanmuna and Gautampur of Sunsari from July. A 

                                                 
1
 GoN has selected 7 districts (Bajura, Kapilvastu, Jajarkot, Mugu, Rukum Siraha and Rautahat) on the basis in low HDI 

and districts suffering from disease outbreak during summer and rainy season. 
2
 Available at: http://un.org.np/attachments/draft-emergency-logistic-cluster-contingency-plan-2011. 

http://un.org.np/attachments/draft-emergency-logistic-cluster-contingency-plan-2011
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strong storm had damaged 38 ECED centers in Sunsari in April, with 23 of these centers already having 

been repaired by communities. 

 1 July, Contact Group meeting, UN House, Kathmandu (10.30-12.00hrs) 

 14 July, Global Food Security Cluster Coordinator & Food Security Cluster meeting, Hotel Himalaya 

(09.30hrs) 

 2-4 August, Nepal Disaster Response Simulation Exercise – Supported by U.S. Embassy 

 5 August, Contact Group meeting, UN House, Kathmandu (10.30-12.00hrs) 

The RCHCO IMU produced a number of mapping products, some of which are listed below and also 

available on the UN Nepal Information Platform (UN NIP - http://www.un.org.np/resources/maps). 

 Nepal: Reports of Security Incidents - 1 to 31 May, 2011: http://www.un.org.np/node/14753  

 Nepal: Reports of Bandhs/Strikes - 1 to 31 May, 2011: http://www.un.org.np/node/14754 

 Nepal: Status of District Disaster Preparedness Activities in 2011(as of June 20, 2011): 

http://www.un.org.np/node/14745 

Some of the recent reports available on UN NIP are listed below. 

 RCHCO Field Bulletin: The Great Turnabout - Agrarian changes and its impact on class and caste 

dynamics in Tarai villages, Issue #8: http://www.un.org.np/node/14829 

 RCHCO Field Bulletin: Freed Haliya in the Far West and their land concerns, Issue #7: 

http://www.un.org.np/node/14759 

 RCHCO Field Bulletin: An Overview of Local Peace Committees in the Far West, Issue #6: 

http://www.un.org.np/node/14713 

 RCHCO Field Bulletin: State of stateless citizens: A case study on citizenship and landlessness issues 

of the Santhal community, Issue #5: http://www.un.org.np/node/14693    

 RCHCO Field Bulletin: Informally employed workers in two Tarai cities, Issue #4: 

http://www.un.org.np/node/14657 

 An Overview of the Far Western Region of Nepal: http://www.un.org.np/node/14662 

 An Overview of the Mid Western Region of Nepal: http://www.un.org.np/node/14667 

 An Overview of the Western Region of Nepal: http://www.un.org.np/content/overview-western-

development-region-nepal  

 An Overview of the Central Development Region: http://www.un.org.np/node/14666 

 An Overview of the Eastern Region of Nepal: http://www.un.org.np/node/14661 

CONTACT 

 

United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office 
GPO Box: 107, UN House, Pulchowk, Kathmandu, Nepal 
Email: rchco.nepal@one.un.org 
Phone: +977 1 5523200 Ext. 1518, Fax: +977 1 5523991 
Visit the UN Nepal Information Platform at http://www.un.org.np 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS 

RECENT MAPS AVAILABLE 

RECENT REPORTS AVAILABLE 

Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from media, UN, NGO, and other development and 

humanitarian partners, subject to availability of data. Although RCHCO aims to confirm reports independently, 

occasional factual inaccuracies can occur.  
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