
Weekly Note on Emergencies 

 1 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 MEXICO: Tropical Storm Arlene kills 21 and leaves more than 300,000 affected.  

 HONDURAS: 20,000 people affected by the floods in Valle. 

 PERU: More than 65,000 people affected by the cold front in Peru. 

 ARGENTINA: Bariloche was declared in state of economic disaster.  Losses total US$100 million. 
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RAINS AND FLOODS 

MEXICO – TROPICAL STORM ARLENE: 

killed 20 people and maintains more than 300,000 

victims, mostly in Veracruz, Tamaulipas, Mexico City 

and Mexico State. The floods and landslides alerts are 

in place in Veracruz, San Luis Potosi, Hidalgo and 

Puebla. Arlene caused a landfall in Veracruz on 

Thursday the 30
th
. Ports in Veracruz were closed to 

navigation and classes were suspended. In 2010, 

storms and hurricanes that reached both Mexican 

coasts left some 500,000 people homeless and caused 

billions of dollars in damages. 

Source: Government of Mexico. 

 
 
City staff of the Mexican State of Veracruz work on 
Wednesday June 29, 2011, in landslides after heavy rains 
caused by "Arlene", the first tropical storm of the year in the 
Atlantic.  EFE.  

 

HONDURAS: floods in Honduras affected more 

than 20,000 people in the city of Alliance, Department 

of Valle (South). Alliance has declared an emergency 

zone and a total of 16 communities in the area have 

been cut off due to the fall of the main bridge that 

connects this region with the rest of the country. The 

staff of the Permanent Contingency Coordinator has 

moved some 1,500 food rations to those affected. 

Source: Comisión Permanente de Contingencia. 

 

COLD FRONT 

PERU: during 2011, unusual hail and frost have been 

reported in the departments of Arequipa, Apurimac, 

Ayacucho, Cusco, Huancavelica, Huanuco, Junin and 

Puno, affecting the health and agriculture sectors. It is 

estimated that 65.583 people have been affected by 

frost. The departments of Arequipa, Ayacucho, Cusco, 

Puno and Pasco recorded an increasing trend of cases 

of people suffering from acute respiratory infections. 

Source: Instituto Nacional de Defensa Civil. 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

ARGENTINA: Bariloche was declared in a state of 

economic and social disaster as a result of the 
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devastating effects of the Puyehue volcano in Chile, 

which erupted a month ago causing a rain of ashes that 

paralyzed all activities in the southernmost point of 

Argentina. Losses in the private sector are estimated at 

US$100 million. Crop areas, as well as major roads 

were covered by a thick layer of ashes. The volcanic 

complex Puyehue-Cordón Caulle, which stretches 

along 15 miles between the Chilean regions of Los 

Lagos and Los Rios, erupted on June 4
th
. The last 

recorded eruption occurred in 1960, after the 

earthquake of 9.5 degrees that shook the city of 

Valdivia in Los Ríos. 

Source: Europa Press. 

 


