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Introduction  
 

International Medical Corps is operating a field hospital in Dafniya 

With government forces making a 
massive attempt to break through the 
western front-line, fighting outside of 
Misurata continues to be fierce.  
 
On June 16, there were reports of 10 
people killed and at least 30 wounded 
after shells and rockets fired by Gaddafi 
forces landed in the city. This 
development is concerning for the civilian 
population, as rebel fighters thought that 
they had pushed Gaddafi forces out of the 
range of Misurata. 
 
On Friday June 17, a number of missiles were fired from the Eastern/Southern side of the city and 
impacted in the districts of Tawfeq and Harbara.  One woman was fatally injured in the Harbara 
attack.  
 

On June 19, Gaddafi forces attacked the rebels on the western and eastern/ southern frontlines 
outside of Misurata. On the western frontline, Gaddafi forces instigated a tactical move and tried to 
attack from the rear of the established frontline early Sunday morning. This caught the rebels off 
guard, and heavy fighting broke out.  Due to this intense fighting, International Medical Corps’ Mobile 
Field Hospital at Dafniya received 35 wounded and 8 dead on Sunday. 
 

Today on the western front, Gaddafi forces conducted a large frontal assault on anti government 
forces, with extensive shelling occurring for most of the day from both sides. As a result, the Mobile 
Field Hospital received 3 fatalities and 17 injured. During early evening, reports indicate that five 
rockets impacted the area around Roessat, two kilometers from the city centre. Two rockets hit a 
house, killing two and injuring two, all from the same family. 

On June 19, NATO assumed responsibility for the death of a number of civilians that were killed when 
NATO accidentally bombed a residential building in Tripoli instead of a military missiles site nearby. 
The Libyan government claimed nine deaths were caused in this incident. Today, the government in 
Tripoli accused NATO of killing another 15 civilians in an attack on Tripoli. However, NATO rejected 
these new allegations, stating that it hit a military target. 

Rebel forces have expanded and consolidated control over areas of the Western Mountains to the 
east of Zintan, including road access to Yefren. Rebel forces are now going on the offensive against 
Gaddafi forces in Al-Ghazaya and Takut, with air support from NATO. Fighting continued around Al-
Ghazaya last night, there was a bombardment of Nalut earlier today, and shelling occurred towards 
Wazin this morning. Shelling has continued in Kikla and Al-Rayana, both to the east of Yefren, with 
the Zintan hospital today receiving four injured and one dead as a result. 
 
Reports are indicating that people are fleeing Tripoli to find safety in rebel strongholds of the Western 
Mountains, signaling a possible worsening of conditions in the capital as well as fear of possible future 
battles in the city. 
 
In the east of the country, Rebel front lines are slowly advancing towards Brega.  



 

 

As of June 20, 2011: 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
From June 17-20, International Medical Corps provided 175 health consultations at the Ra’s Ajdir 
transit camp. Services were mostly provided to male, migrant workers suffering from common 
illnesses. This follows a significant spike in the number of consultations (185 in total) on June 16, after 
over 700 migrants arrived to the transit camp that day. With poor sanitary conditions noted at the 
transit facility due to the increased number of arrivals, International Medical Corps distributed 150 
hygiene kits to help aid these conditions. 
 
Also at Ras Ajdir, International Medical Corps will this week be taking over operations of the camp 
clinic of the Al-Hayat camp, as IFRC is terminating operations. Management of the camp will be 
handed over to UNHCR. The Al-Hayat camp currently has less than 50 residents, but with plans for 
this to be the new overall transit facility for the area, there will be an ongoing need for health services, 
which International Medical Corps will provide.  
 
At the Dehibat health post, International Medical Corps provided 65 consultations from June 17-19 
including for ten war-wounded; five from Zintan, four from Nalut and one from Cabao. Two suspected 
measles cases in Dehibat (both Tunisian children) were reported to MOH and WHO, but both turned 
out to be cases of rubella. 
 
International Medical Corps will shortly undertake a comprehensive mental health assessment on the 
needs of Libyan refugees, the prevalence of mental health cases among them and the capacity of the 
Tunisian health system to provide psychological support. Through this assessment, International 
Medical Corps will identify areas to undertake psychosocial support activities which will build upon the 
existing local capacity. 
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 
As the Western Mountains region becomes more accessible, International Medical Corps is currently 
sending in needed medical supplies and exploring possibilities to provide further medical staffing 
support to health facilities.  
 
In response to identified needs for medical staff in the Western Mountains, International Medical 
Corps has deployed eight additional medical staff to the Western Mountains, including three 
surgeons, one anesthesiologist, one X-ray technician, and three nurses. Further aiding the vital 
support to these health facilities, additional relief supplies were also sent to Jadu and Yefren on June 
19. At the same time, the team conducted a rapid assessment of the hospital in Yefren, with 
International Medical Corps planning to procure and deliver needed medical equipment and 
medications in response. Staffing needs were also identified, with requests for two emergency/OT 
nurses, two general nurses, a general surgeon, an anesthesia nurse and an x-ray technician.  
 
As a result of the heavy fighting in the plains below and continuous shelling in the area, the Nalut 
hospital received 104 war wounded during the week of June 13-20. International Medical Corps is 
continuing to respond to needs in Nalut, and procured 150 doses of urgently tetanus serum for the 
hospital. Jadu hospital is also continuing to receive a high caseload and is reporting urgent needs for 
paramedical staff as well as nurses and a general surgeon.  
 
International Medical Corps’ medical team in Misurata and Dafniya stabilized 87 patients, performed 
34 operations, and provided 232 consultations from June 11th to 16th. 
 
International Medical Corps’ mobile field hospital in Dafniya commenced operations on June 18. 
Medical care is being provided 24 hours a day by a medical teams comprising of general surgeons, 



 

 

orthopedic surgeons, anesthetists, emergency physicians, nurses, paramedics, an x-ray technicians 
and a lab technician. The field hospital consists of six tents including one OT/ICU tent, an emergency 
tent, a pharmacy, administrative facilities and a prayer area and provides care to all casualties of the 
nearby conflict received. 
 
On June 18, the field Hospital began to receive casualties treating seven injured mostly for wound 
dressings. As a result of the heavy fighting on June 19, the field hospital received a high number of 
gunshot wounds as both rebel and Gaddafi forces suffered high numbers of fatalities and injuries. 
With government forces making a significant attempt to break through the western front line, the field 
hospital continued to receive a high number of casualties today and medical teams stand prepared to 
continue to provide this critically needed care. 
 
International Medical Corps’ Emergency Medic Training course is expected to commence shortly for 
an anticipated 40 participants over a four week period. As many medical students in Misurata are 
already providing care at the frontlines, in ambulances and in aid stations, International Medical Corps 
will conduct training in the evenings to ensure optimal attendance to improve their capacity to provide 
life-saving care. 
 
International Medical Corps has identified the urgent need for medical staff and equipment to meet the 
current rehabilitation requirements for Misurata and is endeavoring to establish a program to meet 
these needs. These efforts will be coordinated with efforts to strengthen rehabilitative services in 
eastern Libya, including the establishment of a rehabilitation centre in Benghazi. 
 

On June 17, International Medical Corps conducted a visit to the vaccine center in Misurata which 
usually vaccinates almost 100 children per day. Staff there reported an urgent need for vaccines, 
stating that the only stocks they currently have are BCG vaccines. According to UNICEF, several 
thousand doses of various vaccinations were delivered to Misurata in early June. As such, 
International Medical Corps will investigate the outcome of these vaccines before efforts to assist in 
the procurement of the needed vaccines are undertaken.  
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
International Medical Corps conducted an assessment visit to El Marj, 100 km east of Benghazi, in the 
Green Mountains, to evaluate rehabilitation and primary health care services. The rehabilitation 
center, which services the population from Al Marj to Tobruk, is only currently able to operate at about 
10% its potential capacity. Needed items have been identified to expand the rehabilitation services as 
part of International Medical Corps’ proposed rehabilitation program activities. 
 
This center is also home for 45 children with special needs, including 20 who have significant 
developmental disabilities, and accompanying medical problems. There is only sporadic medical care 
available for these children and they receive no regular primary or preventive care. International 
Medical Corps will schedule regular visits by one of our primary care Mobile Health Teams once 
services commence. 
 
International Medical Corps also identified that primary care is generally lacking in the region and, 
similar to other regions of Libya, the population (about 180,000 people) largely uses the emergency 
room of the local hospital for acute and other primary care issues. As a result, the emergency 
department receives approximately 750 visits a day and has received more than 50,000 visits since 
Jan. 1, 2011. This is putting strain on the hospital’s resources and affecting their ability to deliver 
effective secondary care.  
 
This Al Marj hospital is the central hospital for Al Marj and the region. It is a modern, well-equipped 
and well-managed facility which initially opened on February 14. Currently, it is able to operate at 
about 25% of its potential capacity, with only 150 beds open of the total 286 beds. As the occupancy 



 

 

rate of these 150 open beds is only approximately 75, there is immediate capacity for more acute 
care, providing a possible option to decompress Benghazi hospitals if needed. The hospital requires 
support for some secondary and tertiary care activities and, similar to most facilities within eastern 
Libya, also requires nursing staff. 
 

International Medical Corps is increasing medical support to the Ajdabiya hospital and is also planning 
to shortly deploy three primary health care mobile medical teams to clinics in the Ajdabiya region.  
International Medical Corps also continues in efforts to establish a supportive program to provide 
services for survivors of sexual assault. 
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