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Highlights: 

� The conflict in Libya is now in its fourth month without any immediate signs of an end to the 
fighting between pro- and anti-government forces. Fighting has again intensified in western 
cities such as Misrata, Zlitan, and the oil-city of Brega. Fighting has also reignited in Zawyia, 
30 km west of Tripoli. 
 

� Mine Action partners, whom UNICEF continues to work closely with, are increasingly 
concerned about the significant explosive remnants of war contamination across Libyan 
homes, communities, and cities, threatening the lives of civilians, in particular children.  

 
� In the past two weeks, UN inter-agency missions have for the first time entered Misrata, and 

Ajdabiya, and have been able to also return to Tripoli. The missions delivered essential aid 
items, assessed humanitarian needs where humanitarian access was possible, and provided 
an opportunity for the humanitarian coordinator to meet with both opposition and Libyan 
government representatives with a view to negotiate increased humanitarian access. 

 

� UNICEF delivered 41,500 doses of various vaccines, including 15,000 doses of polio, during 
the mission to Misrata in the beginning of June.  

 

� UNICEF Flash Appeal requests have been funded by 29 per cent as of 14 June. More funds 
are needed to respond adequately to the Libyan crisis.  

© UNICEF Libya/2011/Fordham 

Benghazi May 2011: Young boys playing football in Benghazi 
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‘The faster this conflict is brought to 

an end acceptable to the Libyan 

people, the lower the price that 

civilians pay in blood, limbs and the 

loss of loved ones’

Source: Rebecca Fordham, 

Communications Specialist with the 

UNICEF Libya Team, Letter to the Editor 

of the Washington Post, 13 June 2011 

Situation Overview 

The conflict in Libya is now in its fourth month without any immediate signs of an end to the 
fighting between pro- and anti-government forces. Fighting has again intensified in western 
cities such as Misrata, Zlitan, and the oil-city of Brega. Fighting has also reignited in Zawyia, 
30 km west of Tripoli, leading to the main highway to Tunisia being closed. The city was still 
recovering from heavy fighting in the early days of the conflict.  

After weeks of fighting in the western mountain areas 
near the Tunisia border, opposition forces pushed back 
Gaddafi forces from Zintan and Yafran last week. Fighting 
has also for the first time broken out in the oasis city of 
Sabha. Humanitarian access to the Nafusa Mountains 
remains challenging. 

At least 14 opposition fighters were reported killed during 
fights outside Misrata on 08 June. Around 1000 persons, 
including children, are still missing in the city after months 
of fighting. 

The Libya contact group met in Abu Dhabi on 09 June to discuss the future of Libya with key 
representatives of the TNC. Western and Arab countries have pledged around US$1.3 billion 
in aid to the Libyan opposition forces. 

NATO airstrikes have intensified, and on 08 June the allies launched rare daytime raids on 
Tripoli. 

UNICEF and Mine Action partners are increasingly concerned about the significant explosive 
remnants of war contamination across Libyan homes, communities, and cities, threatening 
the lives of civilians, in particular children. At least two children have already fallen victims to 
such risk in Misrata. 

In the past two weeks, UNICEF has participated in UN inter-agency missions to Misrata, and 
Ajdabiya, and also able to return to Tripoli. The missions to Misrata and Ajdabiya were the 
first UN missions to these cities since the outbreak of the crisis, and allowed the delivery of 
essential aid items, assessing the humanitarian needs where humanitarian access was 
enabled, and allowed the Humanitarian coordinator to meet with both opposition and Libyan 
government representatives to negotiate increased humanitarian access.  

In Southern Tunisia, the recent weeks have seen a steady increase in the number of Libyan 
families crossing into Tunisia, mainly in and around the Tataouine area, said to host as many 
as 70,000 Libyan at this stage, according to government estimates, the vast majority of 
whom are staying with host communities. UNICEF will continue to collaborate in the coming 
weeks with UNHCR and partner agencies in support to the needs of this population. UNHCR 
and partners are currently undertaking a refugee profiling exercise to better understand the 
specifics of the population, their needs, and the impact of their presence on the capacity of 
national systems to continue to provide essential services for all. 

 

Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 

Libya 

UNICEF participated in the recent inter-agency missions to Misrata, Tripoli, and Ajdabiya 
during which the needs of women and children were assessed.  
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UNICEF continues to successfully lead the WASH cluster in Benghazi, and in the past week, 
a Libya WASH cluster coordination meeting was held for the first time in Zarzis, Tunisia. No 
WASH partners are currently active in western Libya, but various organisations have said 
they are ready to enter Libya from the west, access permitting.  

The Solid Waste management working group for eastern Libya continues to discuss possible 
mechanisms for solid waste removal in Benghazi and major cities in the East, as the 
departure of a number of foreign workers induced significant gaps in the given area.   

The Department of Social Affairs in Benghazi hosted the fourth Child Protection Working 
Group on 14 June, accompanied by Save the Children and UNICEF. 

UNICEF, SCF, and the Education Council continue to convene the Education working-group 
in Benghazi, advocating for increased recreational activities for children across Libya.  

As the conflict continues in its fourth month, and has wide implications in Western Libya, 
humanitarian access to western Libya is of increasing importance to all, in order to better 
assess humanitarian implications and immediate needs in an around Tripoli, the Western 
Nafusa Mountains as well as, progressively, the coastal areas, as these become conflict 
flashpoints. This is inducing growing coordination and information management capacity 
requirements in Zarzis for all, and will have implications on UNICEF’s requirements in terms 
of increased presence and technical staffing there with a view to cater to its cluster 
accountabilities on WASH and child protection specifically.  

 

Tunisia 

The UNICEF Tunisia team responding to the needs of children and women at the Shousha 
camp continues to actively participate in various clusters and sub-clusters. UNICEF 
continues to lead the WASH cluster in collaboration with partners, as well as the child-
protection and education sub-working groups.   

UNICEF is also active in the newly established nutrition working group at Shousha camp that 
in response to reported cases of nutrition challenges, seeks to organize a coherent, 
collective response to the reported cases of under-nourishment by collecting data on the 
situation, setting common standards, initiating interventions and formulating 
recommendations for action. 

 

Humanitarian Needs and UNICEF Response  

Libya  

As the conflict in Libya goes into its fourth month, UNICEF remains highly concerned about 
the well-being of women and children. The longer the conflict goes on, the more devastating 
the effect on children’s well-being. The recent mission to Ajdabiya and Misrata confirmed 
that children show signs of increased anxiety and stress, having witnessed months of 
fighting and possibly even losing family members, and there are immediate needs for 
psycho-social services to alleviate this.  

UNICEFs access to the worst affected cities remains extremely challenging due to the 
continuing volatility of the fighting across western Libya as well as shifting frontlines in the 
eastern parts. This greatly impacts the Humanitarian partners –and indeed UNICEF’s- ability 
to adequately assess and respond to emerging needs.  
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Benghazi May 2011: Hasam Hamid, 9 years old, from Ajdabiya 

explaining what he has learnt at a workshop around Explosive Remnants 

of War for IDP children in Benghazi. 

 

UNICEF continues to operate successfully from its Benghazi and Zarzis operational hubs, 
and hopes to gain increasing access to areas affected by the conflict as soon as possible.   

Child Protection Needs 

Due to the limited access to conflict 
affected cities for UNICEF and its 
partners, there is an urgent need to 
establish sustainable humanitarian 
access in response to identified needs 
for extensive psycho-social support, 
recreational activities and targeted 
workshops for children to raise 
awareness around the risks of mines 
and unexploded ordnances across 
Libya.  

The recent missions to both Misrata 
and Ajdabiya confirmed the criticality 
and urgency of a continued support to 
local NGOs in messaging around Mine 
Risk Education (MRE) and Explosive 
Remnants of War (ERW). 

Expanding support to local and international partners in providing children with psycho-social 
services to heal the impact of months of war across Libya is needed.  

Women and children in Misrata have been confined inside their homes due to the ongoing 
fighting most of the past months, and it is reported that children and caretakers are all 
suffering from heightened anxiety and stress levels. 

 

Child Protection Response 

UNICEF, with its partner SCF, is supporting twenty trained volunteers working under the 
auspices of the Department of Children's Affairs to provide psychosocial support activities for 
children in IDP sites in and around Benghazi. Psycho-social training to an additional twenty 
teachers has also been provided. Once trained, the participants will reach out to teachers in 
schools of the Benghazi area. 

UNICEF partner Handicap International has developed a multi-faceted programme focusing 
on IDPs presently residing in the Benghazi area: ERW/Mines awareness activities are 
ongoing in Benghazi in response to the high contamination rates. Six teams have distributed 
6980 leaflets and 1455 posters targeting IDP and returnee families. Wide community 
engagement in ERW activities is ensured, and radio stations, newspapers. Mosques, 
community liaison persons, and NGOs are actively disseminating safety messages to raise 
awareness of the risks of ERW in Benghazi. Activities are anticipated to be expanded to 
Misrata as soon as access is possible. 

 

Education Needs 

Due to the ongoing fighting, most schools have been closed since the onset of the crisis, 
meaning that children have been unable to attend formal education for almost four months. 
This seriously disrupts children’s everyday-life routines, and can exacerbate the already high 
levels of stress and anxiety experienced as a result of the conflict.  
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The TNC in the eastern parts maintains its policy of keeping all schools closed due to fears 
of making them possible targets of attacks by government forces, but also because some 
schools serve as shelter for IDP families having left Misrata and other cities.  

Although the mission to Tripoli visited a school where most students appeared to attend 
formal education, it is not verifiable if this is the case across western Libya.  

The mission to Ajdabiya identified an immediate need to supply local schools with 
recreational kits to for psychosocial services. The kits might need to be adapted to suit girls’ 
specific needs. 

There is an immediate need to offer children across the country catch-up classes, preparing 
them for the new school year commencing in September. Currently, 100 schools offer 
recreational activities in the Benghazi area, but there is a need to expand activities to enable 
children in all public schools to have access to such support activities.  

 

Education Response 

The Benghazi-based education working group met this week in Benghazi, chaired by 
regional representatives of the Educational Council. Plans of action for the coming months 
were presented by the various thematic subgroups (psychosocial, security, extra-curricular/ 
recreational, curriculum development and education administration). 

UNICEF and the Education Council have visited numerous  schools in the city with a view to 
assess the possibility of opening additional recreational clubs there, as an initial entry point 
into a return to normalized schools activities, starting with recreational activity and 
progressively evolving towards formal schooling. Nevertheless, 43 schools continue to be 
occupied by IDPs families, thus not allowing sufficient space for recreational activities for all 
children. UNICEF will work with UNHCR to assess where such IDPs can be re-located to so 
as to free school access for all children.  

 

WASH Needs 

Libyan cities are supplied with water mainly from the Great Man Made River (GMR), an 
extensive network of pipelines spanning across the country. As the conflict in Libya 
continues, the water authorities are increasingly concerned about the maintenance of the 
GMR network, as spare parts and chemicals are urgently needed. The consequences of 
unrepaired damages to the pipelines could lead to a catastrophic humanitarian situation, 
where major cities across Libya would be left without clean water.   

There is an urgent need to supply the GMR authorities with spare parts to maintain the 
pipelines and deliver sufficient water to people across Libya. From recent inter-agency 
assessment missions there, there is equally a critical need to provide support to the 
chlorination facilities in Ajdabiya, as these are currently not functioning.  

The sewage system in Ajdabyia is suffering from chronic problems, and needs overall 
rehabilitation as some plants are currently overflowing. There are no immediate threats to 
humans, but the situation could deteriorate if leaks are not repaired. 

There is an urgent need to assess water needs in the Nafusa Mountains where fighting has 
been intense in recent weeks. A recently planned UNICEF assessment mission was not able 
to enter the area however, and it is therefore impossible to verify the extent of needs at this 
stage.  

The main water infrastructure in Misrata has been severely damaged as a result to the long 
siege, and the water is currently supplied mainly from a desalination plant, currently meeting 
the needs of around 80 per cent of inhabitants.  



6 

 

There is currently no water supply problem in Tripoli as the city is supplied water through the 
GMR, three desalination units, and local bore holes. This could quickly change if the fighting 
reaches urban areas in Tripoli.  

 

WASH Response 

In order to avoid a collapse of the GMR infrastructure in the East, which would have 
catastrophic effect on the entire Libyan population, UNICEF and WASH partners continue to 
work with the Benghazi local authorities to identify where assistance can be provided in 
terms of spare parts and chemicals. UNICEF has already responded to immediate needs 
and supplied the water authorities with the most needed chemicals to make sure the water is 
potable in the Benghazi area, but remains unable at this stage to identify funding covering 
the increasingly urgent need for spare parts and required maintenance, despite the relatively 
low cost of around US$450,000-500,000. UNICEF will continue to pursue the issue and 
attempt to find alternative solutions. 

 

Health & Nutrition Needs 

Hospitals and primary health institutions largely depended on migrant workers as medical 
staff before the crisis. Now that a large number of migrants have fled the country due to the 
ongoing fighting, an urgent need for qualified medical staff has emerged in recent months. 
This was confirmed by the recent missions to Misrata and Ajdabiya, during which hospitals 
were visited.  

There is also a lack of essential drugs and consumables, as the embargo imposed on the 
Libyan authorities is significantly reducing the import of essential drugs. 

The inter-agency mission to Tripoli reported that there are shortages in vaccines, especially 
polio. The last polio case in Libya was reported in 1991, and it is important to avoid the 
disease from re-emerging.  

Although food stocks in Libya are reported to be decreasing, the recent UN missions to 
Misrata, Tripoli, and Ajdabiya did not report on any cases of malnutrition.  

 

H&N Response 

UNICEF was able to deliver 41,500 doses of various vaccines during the inter-agency 
mission to Misrata, including 15,000 doses of polio vaccines.  

UNICEF, WHO and other health cluster have initiated steps to find solutions to the 
challenges related to further vaccine procurement. 

 

Human Resources 

The UNICEF Libya Response Team has now closed its Cairo hub and currently operates 
from Benghazi and Zarzis, Tunisia, with missions as possible into Western Libya (Tripoli, 
Misrata and Adjdabya). As of 15 June, the team consists of 7 international and 3 national 
staff, covering management, programme, communications, operations, and security. The 
Operations Manager, Communications and WASH Specialists have returned to their duty 
stations.  
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Tunisia 

The total number of persons staying at Ras Jdir camps (Shousha, IFRC, UAE) as of 12 June 
is 4,300 (down from 4,590 last week). The populations of Remada and Dehiba camps, 
mostly Libyans, is estimated at 1,500, meaning a total camp population of 5,830 (down from 
6,100 last week). An additional 60,000 Libyan refugees, mainly from the western mountain 
areas, continue to live mainly with host families in the Tataouine area in Tunisia.  

Child Protection  

UNICEF deployed a team of psychologists and social workers to the IFRC camp to provide 
psychosocial support and protection measures for children and families having survived the 
migrant boat accident earlier in June. SCF are planning to distribute clothes to the children.  

UNICEF, through the child protection sub-working group, is requesting fencing, electricity 
and adequate space in Shousha Camp to resume psychosocial, educational and other 
protection activities for children and youth. 

UNICEF and IFRC are cooperating to distribute recreational kits to children in the IFRC 
camp.  

Challenges: The continuing security concerns at Shousha camp are hindering immediate 
implementation of protection activities.  

Education 

It is estimated that around 5,000 primary-school-aged Libyan refugee children are in need of 
catch-up classes to take the end-of-year examinations in order to avoid the loss of the 
school year. Refugees previously involved in the education sector in Libya and local 
authorities in the Tataouine, Medenine, Gabes and Djerba municipalities, in cooperation with 
UNICEF, have come together in planning make-up classes that are anticipated to start in the 
coming 2 weeks.  

Challenges: Additional funding to support educational activities beyond July 2011 is needed.  

 

WASH 

Due to the shutdown of Ben Geurdane municipality solid waste management activities at 
Shousha, formerly financed through bilateral cooperation arrangements, illegal dumping of 
waste is increasing. 

The presence of solid waste at Shousha is starting to pose a public health threat. As a 
temporary measure, UNICEF has contracted a local company to undertake an initial 
cleaning for seven days, assisted by workers recruited by UNHCR. 

An additional 50 UNICEF adult hygiene kits are being distributed amongst family populations 

Challenges/Gaps: The installation of a reverse osmoses treatment unit – an important 
measure for the provision of a steady supply of clean drinking water given the high salinity 
rate of local sources – is urgently needed.  

Hygiene promotion activities funded by ADRA will phase out on 17 June. UNICEF can 
partially contribute to a solution, but additional financial resources are required for a 
sustainable continuation of activities in this area. 
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H&N Needs 

Problems in food preparation and the disruption of normal activities caused by the violence 
of 24-25 May have led to cases of under-nourishment (however, no malnourishment) among 
some vulnerable groups in Shousha Camp. 

 
H&N Response 

UNICEF has initiated a special child feeding programme funded by UNHCR through SCF. 

A rapid assessment was conducted by the SCF nutritionist, funded by UNICEF, on nutrition 
needs of around 145 children aged 0-59 months. While no cases of malnutrition were 
identified, a number of children are borderline cases.   
  

Egypt 

The operations at the Salloum border-crossing continue to decrease as the number of 
people crossing is phasing out. As of 08 June there were 990 people staying at the site. 
UNICEF continues to provide recreational activities through local volunteers to children 
staying at the camps, as well as providing basic water and sanitation services.  

 

Communications and Media 

Much of the Libyan civilian population has experienced conflict for almost four months and 
many have witnessed traumatic events. UNICEF continues to raise awareness of the need 
for psychosocial opportunities through various media channels.  

The UNICEF communications team has participated in discussions to discuss media and 
editorial guidelines regarding child protection and ethical reporting. Outcomes of discussions 
led to an understanding among children and young people to explore concerns including 
women’s right, education and employment opportunities within the communication and 
advocacy landscape. 
 
The communication officer has also continued to visit UNICEF programmes, including 
explosive remnants of war workshops and child friendly spaces in Benghazi. 
 
UNICEF has continued to document children’s case studies and produce media materials 
which were distributed through UNICEF channels and the National Committees, picked up 
by international media outlets. 
 
UNICEF has provided information to the donor community and strengthened media relations  
 
Highlights of events and news in the media field include: 
 
� Field diary by LRT Communication Specialist talking about the devastating effect of 

explosive remnants of war.1 
� Video and webstory on Misrata on how children bear the brunt of the conflict.2 
� Al Jazeera Feature telling the story of two young boys who are victims of UXOs.3 
� Letter to the Editor Washington Post on 13 June on the price Libyan civilians pay for the 

ongoing stalemate in Libya.4 

                                                             
1
 http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/laj_58764.html  

2
 http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/laj_58763.html  

3
 http://english.aljazeera.net/indepth/features/2011/06/20116674436348565.html  
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Funding 

� UNICEF has thus far received around 29 per cent of the US$20.5 million requested in 
the revised Flash Appeal for the Libya crisis as of 14 June 2011. 

� The Finnish Government has given US$667,000   to the Libya response.  
� The Andorra National Committee has given US$9,000 to the Libya response 
� The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) recently pledged 

US$1.2 million to the UNICEF response in Libya on 01 June. 
 
 
 
 
 

Date of next Situation Report: on or around 20 June 2011 

For more information, please contact: 

Pierre Poupard 
Libya Response Team Leader 
Cairo 
Tel: +20.18.250.90.77 
Email: ppoupard@unicef.org  

Maria Luisa Fornara 
Representative 
UNICEF Tunis 
Tel: + 216-71-802-700  
Fax: + 216-71-793-001  
E-mail: mlfornara@unicef.org   

Philippe Duamelle 
Representative 
UNICEF Egypt 
Tel: + 20 2 2526 5083 – 87 
Tel : + 20 2 2526 4218 
Email : pduamelle@unicef.org 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                              
4
 http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-price-libyan-civilians-pay-for-a-

stalemate/2011/06/09/AGHI1CSH_story.html  


