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Press Release No. 007-CC-2011 
 

During a panel discussion at the Caritas Congo for Diplomats 

 
Against the LRA in Uganda, CAR, DRC, South Sudan: Religious leaders 
call for negotiations, a regional brigade, an increasing humanitarian 

assistance and the arrest of his supporters 
 
Kinshasa, June 13th, 2011 (caritasdev.cd): the dynamics of dialogue and negotiation among 
stakeholders with the recovery process of the Agreement in Juba, the protection of civilians 
affected by the atrocities of the LRA (Lord's Resistance Army) as well as humanitarians, and 
the formation of a regional brigade disciplined well reasoned and well equipped, are the main 
recommendations of the Regional Network and Interfaith Religious Leaders for Peace 
(RRILRP). The Network has also recommended an increasing humanitarian aid, and 

conviction of persons, 
organizations and 
governments that would 
support the LRA. The 
RRILRP does not, however, 
underestimate the military 
intervention as a means of 
resolving the crisis LRA, 
advocated and implemented 
for over 25 years by the 
Ugandan government then by 
the governments of Congo, 
South Sudan and Central 
African Republic, reports 
caritasdev.cd.  
 
The RRILRP believes that the 
problem of the LRA has 
become a regional and 

international phenomenon. On this day, the LRA worried Uganda, southern Sudan, Central 
African Republic (CAR) and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). And if you do not 
end this regionalization of the crisis, the LRA geographically expand its harmful and may 
even address the interests of nations beyond the African borders, offering his dirty work for 
terrorist movements well established and virulent as Al Qu’Aida. Given the scale of the 
problem about the presence of the LRA, the search for the solution should be a matter of 

Bishops of Isiro-Niangara, Kisangani, Dungu-Doruma, Bondo, Priest Mbata 
and Mr. Joost 
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everyone, of all nations: a major concern of the international community. In fact, religious 
leaders would invite all those who want to commit to eradicate the crisis caused by the LRA 
to embrace the dynamics of dialogue and negotiation among stakeholders, "said Archbishop 

Marcel Utembi, Archbishop of 
Kisangani and Chairman of the 
Regional Network and Interfaith 
Religious Leaders for Peace 
(RRILRP), in a statement read 
Thursday, June 9, 2011 during the 
panel discussion held at the 
Diplomat for guests at the Visitor 
Centre of Caritas Congo ASBL, 
under the moderation of Mr. Joost 
Pax Christi / Netherlands. 
Representatives of embassies of the 
United States, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Tanzania, 
the European Union and 

MONUSCO (UN Mission for 
Stabilization of Congo) in particular 
participated in this meeting.  

  

The Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) still survives and continues to sow desolation 
wherever it occurs  
 
Speaking of military intervention, the religious leaders of the Sub-Region notes that in 25 
years it is implemented by the armies of Uganda, DRC, CAR and South Sudan Army Lord's 
Resistance Army (LRA) still survives and continues to sow desolation wherever it occurs, and 
the heavy price is paid not by the rulers and the military, but mostly by civilians. The response 
strategy of the LRA against any military attack is unfortunately still retaliate against civilians. 
The massacres and misery of the civilian population and are growing from one locality to 
another, from one country to another, he said.  
 
That is why the religious leaders call for policy makers, governments, favor dialogue and 
negotiation between stakeholders in the process of reviving the Juba agreement. They seek the 
good offices of diplomatic missions and invite them to plead with their respective countries, 
international organizations and with governments affected by the crisis of the LRA to 
continue the momentum of dialogue and negotiation. In our case, we would be willing to take 
an active part in any mediation that would be considered in this regard. That governments, 
international organizations like the African Union, European Union, the Security Council, the 
United Nations in a concerted manner reassessing the possibility of restarting the negotiation 
process while protecting the civilian population against the violence of LRA. 
 
 
Formation of a regional brigade well-disciplined, motivated and well equipped  
 
Another concern that religious leaders wanted to share with the Ambassadors and Heads of 
Diplomatic Missions and representatives of international organizations is that which is to 
advocate for the effective management and sufficient security for people affected by the 

A view of diplomats at the conference-debate on the LRA in the  
Father Guy Mosmans room to Caritas Congo 
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atrocities of LRA. Securing adequate and efficient in the region currently undergoing these 
atrocities possible if they think the mechanism involves both the local governments concerned 
and the international community as an approach to policy coordination, the establishment of a 
regional brigade, and capacity building of the regional brigade in terms of training and 
equipment necessary logistics.  
 
The involvement of the local community is essential for several reasons: first because she is 
the victim then because it is better placed than anyone in the knowledge of the environment 
and thus able to provide information and intelligence useful.  
 
Religious leaders call for the establishment of a coordination of actions because of the 
regional dimension of the crisis taken by the LRA; coordination that would be a concrete 
manifestation among others through the formation of a regional brigade well-disciplined, 
motivated and well equipped. This approach would have the advantage of jointly pursue the 
same objective and avoid any hidden agenda in favor of a party or government and against 
others. The equipment would be sufficient in logistics among others to make available to the 
regional brigade means of communication and locomotion sufficient and appropriate, which 
presupposes no doubt take into account the need to rehabilitate roads to facilitate the 
movement of teams ensuring human security. It goes without saying that the increased 
presence of UN peacekeepers in the region and their significant contribution and multifaceted 
for the regional brigade in compliance and limits their mission of peace, would accelerate the 
settlement of the crisis mentioned above.  
 
 
- Meeting the humanitarian needs of victims of LRA atrocities  
 
 
In addition, religious leaders believe that restoring the security of people and the region could 
involve the identification, deterrence, apprehension and conviction of individuals, institutions, 
organizations and governments argue that the LRA by the world including communications 
equipment, in military uniforms and equipment.  
 
Regional Network and Interfaith Religious Leaders for Peace has also shared with the 
diplomats' concerns about the humanitarian needs of suffering people, victims of evil 
perpetrated by the LRA. While thanking the non-governmental organizations active in the 
region for their contributions to various levels to reduce somehow the misery of populations 
destabilized and constantly moving, it encourages them, such NGOs to do more, to deploy the 
possible in other localities who have the same needs and who feel abandoned by both the 
local government by the international community. The Network has invited the diplomats to 
advocate for them among the world's governments and people of good will!  
 
But already, Archbishop Marcel Utembi Tapa, on behalf of the Regional Network and 
Interfaith Religious Leaders for Peace, has taken this opportunity to welcome all efforts and 
initiatives to resolve the crisis caused by the LRA to those days. "We want to mention here, 
including the law of the United States Government on the protection of civilians against 
abuses by the LRA to the attention and interest of the African Union, the European Union and 
Security Council on the issue of the LRA to media outlets that broadcast some objective 
information about this crisis, as well as local and international NGOs that provide 
humanitarian assistance in the region, "he said.  
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LRA always harmful and leaving IDPs without assistance  
 
Before answering questions from the diplomats present, the Network Secretary, Rev. Fr 
Victor Mbatu, took stock of the sad situation created by the LRA in southern Sudan and 
Central African Republic. It was followed by presentations from Richard DOMB Gentlemen, 
Julien ANDAVO Upper Uele and Etienne UNG'EYOWUN in Lower Uele, respectively 
Bishops of Dungu-Doruma, Isiro-Niangara and Bondo, all in Eastern Province. Bishop 
Domba said that over 80% of the Territory Administrative of Dungu (35,000 kms2) are 
affected by the atrocities of the LRA. Since the failure of the joint attack of armed Congolese, 
Ugandan and South Sudan in September 2008, the LRA has been fragmented and scattered 
throughout the region, becoming tough and brutal. The Bishop of Dungu-Doruma did 
acknowledge the decrease in the frequency of LRA attacks and mutilations of victims, mostly 
women and the disappearance of large-scale massacres, "but the LRA has not lost its capacity 
for harm. It is not reduced to a dozen people, "Bishop hammered.  
 
Bishop Julian ANDAVO of Isiro-Niangara went further, noting that "even if the LRA attacks 
have become rare, yet they continue to destabilize the population" without assistance and 
IDPs often in sites not accessible to humanitarian workers, the forced abandonment of fields 
and rivers.  
 
Only Dakwa 6780 and 7436 other displaced persons returned, 1,007 abducted and 
nearly 100 women and girls raped  
 
Speaking of the people of his diocese, Bishop Stephen UNG'EYOWUN was particularly 
zooms in on the situation of the Territory of Ango, the District of Lower Uele. On 18 May 
2011, the LRA has dared to attack a town 7 km from Ango, just next to a center where there 
are yet many soldiers and humanitarians. 19 people were abducted and a kit for the 
identification and recruitment of the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) 
destroyed. The attack caused fear among the population, causing a massive shift towards the 
CAR and Sudan, in the face. During his episcopal tour of six days at Dakwa (80 Kms from 
Ango), the Bishop found 6,780 people and displaced 7,436 others returned. Local sources 
reported him of 1,007 people abducted 50 women and 47 minors raped, etc.. For him, it must 
increase the size of the Armed Forced of Democratic Republic of Congo (FARDC) and well 
equip them, deploy peacekeepers of the MONUSCO in Ango and Bondo to secure the 
population and improve access to the District for the Lower Uele in order to facilitate the hunt 
for the LRA.  
 
The Network for effective and intensive advocacy  
 
As a reminder, for over 25 years, the Lord's Resistance Army of Joseph Kony is a lot about 
her, especially bad since Uganda's country of origin, through South Sudan , Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Central African Republic. The Lord's Resistance Army has continued 
to commit atrocities of all kinds: the massacres, mutilations, rapes, fires,, raids, looting, with 
all that entails as collateral effects of massive displacement of populations, humanitarian 
crises, insecurity, crying, trauma, fear of the massive violation of human rights, uncertainty 
about the future, etc.. This state of affairs can not leave anyone indifferent, especially anyone 
in love with the human meaning and value of human life, the importance of peace, security in 
society.  
 
It is in this context that religious leaders of four countries affected by the crisis provoked by 
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the LRA since February 2010 decided to become more involved in seeking ways and means 
of solution to this problem and hence give their contribution to the restoration of peace and 
peaceful coexistence in the region, within the Regional Network and Interfaith Religious 
Leaders for Peace. The network wants to carry out effective advocacy and intensive so that 
the crisis caused by the LRA retains the attention of the community both nationally, 
regionally and internationally; a coherent and effective strategy is adopted and that the 
channels of dialogue and negotiations should be explored by all stakeholders both nationally 
and internationally.  
In view of this objective, the network organized in 2010 the conference steering in Kisangani 
in February, the Dungu Yambio in September, training and advocacy in Entebbe in October 
and the meeting of the taskforce Nairobi. In February 201, a Regional Committee meeting 
held in Gulu (Uganda) and March 2011 a weekend of peace took place in areas affected by 
the LRA. In each of these meetings, a context analysis has been made and a joint statement. 
They benefited from the support of IKV Pax Christi Netherlands, Conciliation Resources, 
Cordaid and CAFOD.  
 
Guy-Marin Kamandji  


