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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 The 2011 cropping season has started in the South, while 
seasonably dry conditions still prevail in northern states. 

 Favourable rains in the major producing regions led to 
increased crop production at national level in 2010.  

 However, torrential rains last August and September in the 
extreme north of Nigeria caused flooding and damaged cereal 
crops. 

 A satisfactory food availability is expected during the current 
2011 ( January/December) marketing year 
 

The 2011 cropping season has started in the South 

Seasonal rains commenced in March in the southern part of the 
country, allowing land preparation and maize planting to start. Dry 
conditions are still present in the North, with the rainy season expected 
to begin in May. 

Heavy rains damaged crops in several extreme 
northern states in 2010 
Several States in the northern Nigeria witnessed an unfavourable 
pattern of rainfall in 2010. This included a late onset of the rainy 
season, prolonged dry spells, and torrential rains and flooding of 
farmlands in August and September. The floods have caused 
considerable casualties and damage to houses, infrastructure, crops 
and livestock in several areas. The hardest hit Sates are Jigawa, Kebbi 
and Sokoto, but Yobe, Kano, Katsina, and Zamfara were also affected. 
The floods affected agricultural production in about 700 villages, with 
over 500 000 hectares of cropped farmlands destroyed, and about 68 
000 livestock lost, according to the results of an assessment carried out 
by FAO in November last year. The most affected crops are rice, 
sorghum, cowpea and vegetable. Millet crop losses were limited 
because harvesting of that crop was almost completed at the time of 
the floods.  

Good rains in major producing areas contributed 
to increased cereal production at national level 
However, good rains benefited crop development in the major 
producing states of north central parts of the country (including Gombe, 
Plateau, Kaduna, Niger and Nassarawa States). As a result, the joint 
field evaluation survey conducted by the National Agricultural Extension 
and Research Liaison Services (NAERLS), the National Food Reserve 
Agency (NFRA) and the Federal Department of Agriculture in August 
2010 estimated 13.4 percent and 1.3 percent increases in millet and 
sorghum production, respectively, compared to 2009. Maize and rice 
production is also estimated to expand by about 4 percent. Overall, the 
aggregate cereal production in 2010 has been estimated at about 26.8 
million tonnes, 4 percent up on the previous year, reflecting generally 
favourable growing conditions during the rainy season.  
 
The high level of food production, coupled with favourable harvests in 
the neighbouring countries, particularly in Niger, Chad and Cameroun, 
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is expected to lead to a satisfactory food availability during the 
2010/2011 marketing year (January-December 

Ample supplies keep cereal prices low 

Reflecting the good harvest, markets are well supplied and cereal 
prices have declined significantly across the country. For example, 
sorghum prices in Kano, in the northern part of the country, in February 
2011 were 18 percent lower than in February 2010. At the national 
level, the year-on-year inflation rate in the food sector declined from 
15.1 percent in August 2010 to 10.3 percent in January 2011. However, 
recent developments in the international food market may lead to 
higher inflationary pressure on the domestic food markets. 
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