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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 ARGENTINA: Reports show that the water in communities affected by the Puyehue volcano is not polluted.  

 HAITI: Some 28 people died and more than 640 houses were affected by heavy rain.  

 COLOMBIA: The United Nations Secretary General visited areas affected by the rainy season where close to 3.5 million people 

have been affected.  
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VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

CHILE – ARGENTINA: Health authorities 

performed laboratory water analysis in the 

communities affected by the volcano Puyehue. 

The results showed little chemical changes and 

the samples meet drinking water standards. 

Health authorities are carefully monitoring the 

number of people who require respiratory 

assistance1.   Neither Chile nor Argentina 

requested international assistance for this 

emergency. The government of the province of 

Neuquen, south of Argentina, declared an 

agricultural emergency for two departments 

affected by the volcano ash2. 

Source: PAHO 
1
 Government of Argentina
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FLOODS - RAINS 

HAITI: At least 28 people have died in Haiti and 

six others are missing following the latest rains. 

According to the National Civil Protection, more 

than 700 people were affected, approximately 

670 houses were damaged, and more than 40 

were destroyed. Ouest is the most affected 

department.  These heavy rains that affected the 

country last week represent the most severe 

natural disaster suffered by the Caribbean 

country since the January 2010earthquake.  

Source: Civil Protection 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: Dominican Republic 

authorities downgraded the alert, with the 

decrease in rains that left 4 dead and forced 

more than 11,200 people to evacuate. The 

Emergency Operation Center reports that the 

number of displaced people has dropped to 539 

as most of the evacuees return to their homes.  

Approximately six locations in the province of 

Duarte remain isolated by the overflowing of the 

Yuna River. The total number of houses 

damaged reached 2,180 of which 30 were 

destroyed.  

Source: Emergency Operation Center.  
A man walks in the Street of Bariloche despite the volcanic 

ash; this city is one of the most affected by the eruption of the 

Chilean volcano Puyehue. (EFE)©. 
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COLOMBIA: Since April, the number of people 

affected by rains has reached 612,900.  In the 

2010-2011 rainy seasons, the number of 

affected reaches 3.5 million. The United Nations 

Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon, visited 

Colombia over the weekend and flew over the 

flood affected areas.  In May, an interagency 

mission visited affected areas of the Canal del 

Dique (Atlantic and Bolivar departments) and 

found significant gaps in the sectors of 

temporary shelter, Non Food Item, WASH, 

education in Emergencies, health and early 

recovery.  

Source: OCHA 

 

GUYANA: About 60 families were evacuated in 

the town of Lethem, bordering with Brazil. 

Another 60 communities in the area have also 

been affected by the rain. 

Source: Government of Guyana 

 

MEXICO: Adrian is the first hurricane of the 

pacific basin. The Hurricane formed on 7 June, 

and has already dissipated.  On 10 June, the 

hurricane winds reached category 4. The storm 

caused surges on the coast of Mexico and 

authorities issued preventive warnings.  

Source: Mexico Meteorological Service  

 

OTHER NATURAL EVENTS 

CHILE: Strong winds between 120 and 180 

km/h and hail caused damage in the town of 

Villarica (Central Region – Araucania). Local 

authorities reported 150 people affected.  The 

National Emergency Office provided 500 sheets 

of zinc to those affected.  

Source: National Emergency Office.  

PERU: Since the first week of May, extreme cold 

weather has affected the Andean regions of the 

Peruvian highlands. This situation is affecting the 

health and the agricultural sector of inhabitants 

of the region. According to reports from the 

government 20 people have died and 13,440 

have been affected, and 400 hectares of crop 

damaged.  

Source: National Institute of Civil Defense. 

 

PREPAREDNESS AND 

RESPONSE 

SOUTH AMERICA: The European Commission 

has allocated 15 million euros (US$21.3 million) 

for disaster preparedness projects in 9 South 

American countries over the next 18 months. 

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, 

Paraguay, Peru and Venezuela are the countries that 

will benefit from this project.  

Source: European Commission.  


