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Highlights: 

 The general situation in Libya continues to be extremely volatile and insecure in certain 
pockets of conflict, such as the western Nafusa mountains, and Human Rights Watch reports 
that the Gaddafi forces are shelling towns on a daily basis. Reliable information is an ongoing 
problem however, and it is difficult to verify incidents. Serious protection concerns, particularly 
for women and children remain. 

 
 UNICEF is closing its Cairo hub, and has now established operational presence in Zarzis 

Tunisia, ready to deploy to Tripoli access permitting. UNICEF maintains its presence in 
Benghazi, reinforcing its security measures as a result of today‟s car bomb explosions. All 
staff are unhurt and have been evacuated from the hotel. 

 

 The UN is this week on a number of missions to Libya as part of the efforts of re-establishing 
a UN presence in Tripoli, negotiating a humanitarian pause, as well as assessing the 
humanitarian needs in the country, including Khums, Ziltan and Nafusa mountain areas.  

 

 UNICEF and humanitarian actors are working on collecting information about the number of 
children injured or killed in Libya in the past months. There have been increasing reports of 
child casualties in recent weeks. 

 

 UNICEF Flash Appeal requests have been funded by 26 per cent as of 01 June, excluding 
pledges.  

© UNICEF Libya/2011/Fordham 

Benghazi, 31 May: Libyan children participate in an awareness-raising workshop in 

Benghazi, aimed at teaching them and their families to avoid handling dangerous 

remnants of war. 
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„The situation in Libya is not a 

classical humanitarian crisis, but 

serious protection concerns, 

particularly of women and children, 

remain as the fighting continues‟ 

Situation Overview 

 The general situation in Libya continues to be extremely volatile and insecure in certain pockets of 
conflict, such as the western Nafusa mountains, and Human Rights Watch reports that the 
Gaddafi forces are shelling towns on a daily basis. On 01 June three car bombs exploded on the 
car park of the Tibesty hotel in Benghazi, where many of the UN staff are staying, without 
casualties. Reliable information is an ongoing problem and it is difficult to verify incidents. It is 
clear that the situation in Libya is not a classic humanitarian crisis, but serious protection 
concerns, particularly for women and children remain. 

 The situation in Misrata seems to have improved slightly, and people are reported to be returning 
to the heavily affected city.  

 While UNICEF and humanitarian actors are working on 
collecting information about the number of children 
injured or killed in Libya in the past months, there have 
been increasing reports of child casualties in recent 
weeks. Two children were confirmed injured as a result 
of unexploded ordnances in the port area of Misrata in 
the beginning of May, two infants were killed and one 
child were injured by GRAD rockets while in their home in Misrata last week, and a recent Human 
Rights Watch assessment mission to the Nafusa mountains reports of a one and a half year old 
baby killed as a result of indiscriminate shelling by government forces.  

 On 24 May, major violence and riots broke out in the Shousha camp on the Tunisian border to 
Libya, resulting in the destruction of two thirds of the camp. The riots were mainly between 
migrants/refugees residing in the camp, but also included local population, resulting in 3 people 
being killed and 20 injured. The joint UNICEF and SCF integrated family centre including a 
school, nutrition/Early Childhood Development (ECD), and child friendly spaces, was looted and 
burnt to the ground.  

 The past week has seen a number of UN missions to Libya as part of the UNs efforts to negotiate 
a humanitarian pause, including a mission to Tripoli with the UN Humanitarian Coordinator Panos 
Moumtzis, IOM, OCHA, DSS, UNICEF, HCR, WHO, WFP. The aim was to conduct needs 
assessments and discuss the delivery of humanitarian aid to conflict-affected areas. UNICEF 
meetings have focussed on water and sanitation, education, and child protection issues. Further, 
some of the mission participants have visited the cities of Khums and Ziltan on 31 May, and plan 
to go to the Nafusa mountains on 02 June.  

 A second inter-agency mission comprising of 11 international staff from UNICEF, IOM, OCHA, 
HCR, UNMAS, WHO, WFP, departed to Misrata on an IOM ship on 30 May for 2 days. The 
mission will be assessing needs of conflict affected populations and delivering aid.  

 NATO has decided on 01 June to extend its Libya mission for another 90 days. This decision 
sends a clear message to the government of Libya, and will surely have a continued impact on 
the security situation for civilians in targeted areas.  

 UNICEFs presence in Benghazi continues to be consolidated, and advocacy efforts are being 
intensified on a number of issues critical in the protection of women and children. A return to 
Tripoli remains a priority, in order to commence the response in the most-affected areas. 

 Following the current mission to Tripoli, it is hoped that a humanitarian pause of 48 hours will be 
accepted by both parties to allow humanitarian access as soon as possible. 

 

Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 

 It is important to recognize that in the present context, the humanitarian actors face a new 
challenge, thus the cluster approach ought to be adapted to it. It should not be seen as a classic 
and “unique role/approach” but going beyond this, and have a second role related to advocacy. 

 The UNICEF Libya Response team leader has now joined other humanitarian actors, including 
the HC, in Zarzis on the Libyan-Tunisian border. The establishment of a permanent presence in 
Tripoli remains amongst the highest priorities for all humanitarian actors.  

 The clusters continue to meet and work actively both from Benghazi and Cairo. UNICEF 
continues to lead the WASH cluster in Benghazi, and the last meeting took place on 30 May.  
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„As the crisis continues in Libya, 

increasing knowledge of potential 

dangers is critical in protecting 

children and their families.‟ 

Source: Rebecca Fordham, UNICEF 

article on ERW workshops 

 As part of the UN mission to Misrata, the WASH Cluster partners and the water authorities are 
currently conducting a „mini-assessment‟ of the water situation in Misrata. The assessment is 
looking at chemical stocks, the fuel situation, as well as sanitation/hygiene aspects. 

 At the Shousha camp, UNICEF continues to lead the child-protection sub-sector group and is 
assessing how to resume activities after the recent riots. This depends on the decisions regarding 
relocation of the camp.  All other sector meetings have been cancelled as a result of the recent 
events. 
 
 

Humanitarian Needs and UNICEF Response  

Libya  

UNICEF continues to operate successfully from its Benghazi hub, mainly focussing on preparedness 
and advocacy related to the protection of children, WASH, and education. This week, UNICEFs 
Education Specialist has arrived in Benghazi to meet with local authorities, donors, and local and 
international partners to discuss the re-opening of schools. Both the UNICEF WASH advisors and 
Head of Field Office are participating in the UN inter-agency missions this week in Tripoli and Misrata.  

General Needs: 

The most pressing needs as identified by UNICEF participants to the mission to Tripoli, relate to 
shortages of fuel that limit the movement of people, especially children‟s transport to schools. There 
seems to be a shortage of particularly polio vaccines and essential drugs, and there are frustrations 
related to limited capacities in hospitals. No water or sanitation problems are identified for the time 
being, and there is no acute shortage in food stocks. Another main concern expressed is the shortage 
of baby milk. 

 
Child Protection  

The Libyan Red Crescent reports of cases of trauma among 
children, but no exact figures are available at this stage.  

 UNICEF continues to monitor the number of injured and 
killed children. 

 Workshops promoting awareness and dangers related to 
explosive remnants of war (ERW) are underway in IDP 
camps in Benghazi. UNICEFs implementing partner HI is leading these activities in cooperation 
with other mine action partners.  

 Through UNICEF's partnership with SCF, nine community managed initiatives are already 
operational, or expected to open within a week in the Benghazi area. The activities are animated 
by trained volunteers and/or local teachers, and at least 1500 children are receiving basic 
psychosocial support. 49 ECD and recreational kits have been distributed to enable community-
based child-focused activities in 29 sites. 
 

Education 

The UN assessment mission currently in Tripoli has, through a visit organised by the Libyan 
authorities, visited a school in the city. Mission members report of children attending schools with 80 
per cent attendance, and pupils currently sitting for exams. 

In the east, capacity building has been identified as an urgent priority since many officials the 
Education Council are volunteers who have replaced officials from the former regime. Further, the 
NTC Education Council has indicated during a recent meeting with UN agencies that there would be 
an announcement declaring that all schools should open for recreational/ psychosocial activities 
shortly. 
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The Council also mentioned that a formal announcement for full opening of schools for completion of 
the academic year would follow soon. About 8-10 weeks are needed for completion of current 
academic year. According to the Education Council, 43 schools are occupied by IDP families. They 
are seeking solutions such as offering these IDPs accommodation in university hostels. 
 

Response: 

 Fifty public schools and a few private ones are now open during morning hours for recreational 
activities only, supported by NGOs and local communities. 

 An assessment of the schools in Benghazi is currently taking place, and a report is being 
compiled by the Education Council. There are six sub-working groups preparing plans including 
the following themes: condition of school buildings and premises, training & support for security 
officers, psychosocial programs & training and the training of school management committees, 
education supervisors, teachers & paraprofessionals.  

 

WASH 

The existing infrastructure is vulnerable to the current unrest, and large reliance for maintenance on 
the centrally managed water supply system adds to these vulnerabilities. IDPs following the ongoing 
security condition have created extra demands for water and sanitation. Hygiene is one of the critical 
issues in this context where shortage of basic hygiene materials including soap and children and 
sanitary diapers are observed. Solid waste is also a more and more a concern with garbage 
cumulating in neighborhoods streets. 

Ongoing security threats, considerations of anticipated new waves of IDP movement and system 
vulnerabilities require urgent response as well as a sector contingency planning. Water treatment 
units and pumping systems in some places have been forced to reduce daily water supply due to a 
lack of provision of fuel, essential chemicals, missing personnel, and lack of maintenance.  

As mentioned earlier, it is important to acknowledge that clusters should now operate on two levels in 
response to the challenging operating context and the unique situation of the crisis in Libya. Two key 
functions have been identified for the WASH cluster:  

 Classic Wash Cluster approach/role with humanitarians partners, local authorities, institutions 

to identify gaps and address the needs of IDP and residents where the service provider cannot 
provide minimum standards. 

 Advocacy WASH Cluster Coordination role (UNICEF); keep a monitoring system of the public 
with specific/ privileged public service provider to advocate their needs and risk if the systems are 
not able to run. 

Response: 

 The IMC, an implementing partner of UNICEF, is soon to distribute 10,500 hygiene kits to more 
than 4,700 families in 19 IDP locations across Libya once the kits have been dispatched from 
Egypt.  
 

Health & Nutrition 

 Another batch of vaccines is currently being procured and on their way to eastern Libya. 
 Reports of shortages in baby milk have been repeatedly reported to UN mission participants in 

Tripoli this week. 
 

Human Resources 

As of 01 June the UNICEF Libya Response Team has reshuffled its presence to three locations; 
Benghazi, Cairo and Zarzis, Tunisia. The team currently consists of 10 international staff covering 
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management, programme, communications, operations, and security. A Child Protection Specialist 
has now arrived and is due to travel to Benghazi shortly.  

 

Tunisia 

There are 3,600 people staying at the Ras Jdir camps as of 31 May, meaning a decrease of 24 per 
cent from the week before. In addition, an estimated 1,400 Libyan refugees are staying at the Dehiba 
and Remada camps further south, as well as many as 40,000 Libyans staying with host families in 
Tataouine.  

Child Protection 

 Psychosocial and child protection needs increased following the recent violence experienced by 

children and youth in Shousha camp. 

 Many families and unaccompanied children lost their tents and personal items. UNICEF is looking 

into possibilities to distribute clothes to affected families together with partners.  

 Discussions took place between UNICEF and Save the Children regarding the restart of some 

psychosocial activities in Shousha for the intermediate period. Save The Children will develop a 

contingency plan for activities within future partnership arrangements with UNICEF.  

 

Education 

 After three months of conflict and a significant number of families being stranded at the camps for 

longer time periods, the need for educational activities for the affected children has increased. 

UNICEF Tunisia, with support from the MENA Regional Office, will as part of these efforts focus 

on actions to accommodate school-age children among the population of Libyans having moved 

into Tunisia along the Tataouine-Remada-Deheba camps.  

 

WASH 

 UNICEF has provided 20 chemical latrines through the Ecolog Company to respond to the 
emergency sanitation situation. 

 UNICEF has provided 700 adult hygiene kits for distribution by UNHCR in collaboration with other 
partners, notably SCF and Islamic Relief. 

 Construction of WASH facilities by UNICEF implementing partners is underway to replace the 
initial emergency latrines in Shousha Camp. Regular sanitation activities have resumed in 
Shousha camp and the transit camp at Ras Jdir (daily de-sludging and disinfecting using quick 
lime of all waste water produced from camp installations -- latrines, kitchens, etc.).   

 

Health and Nutrition 

 Unconfirmed reports are circulating on the use of breast milk substitutes among refugee 
populations. Additional information is being sought.   

 There are also reports emerging from discussions with refugee and transit camp populations of 
under-nourishment due to the irregular accessibility to food. In both situations – Shousha Camp 
and the Ras Jdir transit camp – some persons are reportedly receiving only one full meal a day. 
There are no cases of malnutrition being reported however.   

 As a result of the violence of 24-25 May, the Moroccan military hospital has ceased its activities in 
the Shousha Camp. Much of the caseload formerly handled by the hospital will have to be 
absorbed by the Tunisian Army Hospital situated adjacent to the camp. 
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Communications and Media 

The emergency situation has created a dynamic amongst some young people who in part, identify 
themselves with the revolution and a desire to express themselves in a visible and vocal way. This 
has resulted in a proliferation of civil society and media organizations being established, some of 
which have political connotations. There is a need for editorial and ethical guidance.  
Some younger children, through pictures and dialogue are presenting visual illustrations and verbal 
expressions of a political nature.  The UNICEF communications team has met with community and 
youth leaders, civil society and media organizations to begin to map and identify the evolving media 
landscape and youth engagement to better understand the current capacity and identify the needs 
regards media guidance, peace building and civic engagement within the emergency situation. 
The communications team has also participated in a number of field visits visiting ERW workshops

1
, 

IDP families
2
, documenting the devastating impact of the conflict on children

3
, the child friendly 

spaces, as well as boarded the IOM ship evacuating people from Misrata. 
 
Highlights of events and news in the media field: 
 
 May 21-22, UNICEF attended an NGO fair to assess charity and youth presence on the ground at 

which over 30 local organizations were present. More than 15 organizations approached UNICEF 
for guidance on engagement and communication.  

 NTC Media Group (11 staff members) released 27 Press Statement as of May 30th. 
 Libya Al-Hurra TV station began broadcasting on May 30, representing itself as „the first locally 

based television station to operate in Libya since the start of the revolution‟  
 55 newspapers begun in Benghazi since the start of the conflict  
 UNICEF has continued to document children‟s case studies, produce media materials including 

four web-stories and twitter feed
4
 on the UNICEF website, providing information for the donor 

community, developed media relations and conducted interviews, highlights included BBC TV and 
Radio and Fox News, and continue to monitor domestic and international media. 
 
 

Funding 

 UNICEF has thus far received around 26 per cent of the US$20 million against the revised Flash 
Appeal requirements. 

 Pledges from Austria (US$75,000) and Finland (Euro 500,000) are expected shortly. 
 Swedish SIDA has pledged USD 1.2 million to the UNICEF response in Libya on 01 June. 

 

Date of next Situation Report: on or around 08 June 2011 

For more information, please contact: 

Pierre Poupard 

Libya Response Team Leader 
Cairo 
Tel: +20.18.250.90.77 
Email: ppoupard@unicef.org  

Maria Luisa Fornara 

Representative 
UNICEF Tunis 
Tel: + 216-71-802-700  
Fax: + 216-71-793-001  
E-mail: mlfornara@unicef.org   

Philippe Duamelle 

Representative 
UNICEF Egypt 
Tel: + 20 2 2526 5083 – 87 
Tel : + 20 2 2526 4218 
Email : pduamelle@unicef.org 

 

                                                             
1
 http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/laj_58713.html  

2 http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/laj_58664.html  
3 http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/laj_58649.html  
4 http://twitter.com/#!/unicef  
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