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Introduction 

 
A large number of reports indicate that 
there are major uprisings in Bani Walid, 
south of Tripoli. This implies that only one 
road running south of Tripoli remains to be 
Gaddafi controlled. 
 
Over the weekend, Nalut and Zintan 
suffered from constant shelling. The road 
between the two towns, however, is under 
rebel control. After the failed attempt by 
Gaddafi forces to capture Zintan, shelling 
towards Nalut has increased. Further east 
in Yefren and Qalaa, unconfirmed reports 
indicate that rebels have been able to push 
Gaddafi force outside of the city. Further 
information is being obtained to verify 
these reports. 

 
While Gaddafi troops continue shelling of the area north of the Wazzin-Dehibat border crossing, there 
have been no changes regarding positions of either side for some weeks now.  
 
Over the past few days, there has been a slight increase in the number of people crossing the border 
into Tunisia. On May 31, a total of 5,084 people including 4330 Libyans crossed the border into 
Tunisia. Since the beginning of the crisis a total of 453,159 people have left Libya through the 
Tunisian border. 
 
Over the weekend, there were reports of antipersonnel minefields 13km south west to Misurata port 
which were confirmed by NATO. In addition, unconfirmed rumors of sea mines in Misurata port still 
persist.   

 
As of May 31, 2011: 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
Many refugees, who have been staying in the Shousha camp, are moving to live in a new camp in 
Zarzis. With the Red Crescent also relocating to the new camp, there is currently a gap in the 
provision of health services at the Shousha camp. The Tunisian military have requested International 
Medical Corps to provide these needed services, with arrangements currently being undertaken to 
commence operations as soon as June 1. As the Shousha camp will be moved to a new site in four 
weeks, International Medical Corps has asked to open the health post soon and then to move it to the 
new Shousha camp at the later date. IFRC has donated two tents which will be used in Shousha at 
the new health post. 
 
Conditions at the Ra’s Ajdir transit facility are improving as the over-crowding is reduced, with families 
moving on to the Emirates facility and single men supposed to be moving to Shousha.  
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 



 

 

To provide critically needed supplies for the embattled towns of Yefren and Qalaa, International 
Medical Corps is currently attempting to deliver several boxes of needed drugs and medical supplies 
as well as hygiene kits. 

 
As central Misurata is beyond the Gaddafi troops’ artillery range, residents have begun to move freely 
again, shops and markets are gradually reopening in less damaged areas and there is even some 
traffic congestion at major intersections. The largely destroyed downtown area, however, remains 
largely abandoned. Road access into Misurata is still controlled by Gaddafi troops, the airport is 
closed and passenger ferry services have not resumed. 
 
The number of war casualties has decreased by ninety percent from what was received at the height 
of the siege, and supplies and personnel provided to the hospital as well as the medical evacuation of 
patients have assisted in stabilizing health facility operations. The surgical requirements in Misurata 
have become more specific, with a shortage of theater, intensive care and post-operative nurses, and 
a need for neurosurgical, vascular, plastic and maxillofacial expertise. The Misurata Medical 
Committee, which manages the city’s health services, is not urgently requesting further general 
surgeons or surgical supplies, stating that while the overall surgical situation in the city is still serious, 
it is now stable. It is estimated that there are now sufficient surgical supplies in the city for 45 days if 
numbers of wounded remain low, and for 15 days if conditions revert to those at the height of the 
siege.  
 
The shortage of nurses is not confined to surgical departments – it is affecting all areas of the health 
services. While local nurses may now begin to trickle back to work, none of the international nurses, 
who made up a significant percentage of the pre-war workforce, have returned. International Medical 
Corps is continuing to provide nurses through its partners, the Jordanian Health Aid Society (JHAS), 
to Misurata and is assessing ongoing needs. 
 
With much focus on emergency and surgical needs in Misurata for the past months, Misurata now 
faces large and urgent needs related to its chronic medical patients. These demands are expected to 
persist for months to come and very broadly are for cancer, renal, diabetic, cardiac and psychiatric 
patients. Specialist medical staffing needs at present are for nephrologists, neurologists, cardiologists, 
psychiatrists, general pediatricians and a pediatric cardiologist. 
 
International Medical Corps has identified additional needs in Misurata in the immediate term 
including emergency medical care training programs, appropriate mechanisms in place for post-
operative care to minimize complication risks, physical rehabilitation services for the large number of 
war-wounded as well as programs for psychosocial support. International Medical Corps is 
endeavoring to respond to these immediate needs and is undertaking assessments of needs, 
particularly of polyclinics closer to the fight frontlines outside of the city. Furthermore, in the longer 
term, assessments have already indicated the need for Continuing Medical Education programs as 
well as training programs for nurses to fill the current gaps and further develop the skills of practicing 
health staff to provide adequate care in the aftermath of the conflict and moving forward. 
 
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
Over the weekend, International Medical Corps conducted a Psychological First Aid Training at Al-
Jella Emergency Trauma Hospital. As it was identified that staff at this facility may require additional 
support to the training, International Medical Corps will help implement a peer to peer counseling 
group with weekly supervision at the hospital. Further trainings in Psychological First Aid have been 
requested by the Al-Jella hospital as well as the Benghazi Medical Center. 
 
Donated ARVs, TB medications, and a large supply of diabetes medications are due to arrive to 
Benghazi shortly and will be given to the Libyan MoH Central Pharmacy for distribution to the needed 
facilities. 



 

 

 
International Medical Corps is preparing to provide additional support to the Ajdabiya hospital, with an 
escalation in fighting outside of Brega shortly expected. Two nurses have already been provided in 
support of these efforts, with the team currently assessing further needs and planning an appropriate 
response.  
 
International Medical Corps also continues in activities to support health facility operations, establish a 
comprehensive and supportive program to provide services for survivors of sexual assault and to 
coordinate the establishment of a rehabilitation center for war-wounded in Benghazi. 
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