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Further information:

KOFF Barbara Brank 

UN Resolution 1325

KOFF: Gender

webpages

KOFF webpages

OSCE conference on UN Security Council Resolution 1325
The OSCE hosted in late October a conference on the UN Security Council Reso-
lution 1325 on women, peace and security in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina. The
conference focussed on the experiences of member states in adopting and imp-
lementing National Action Plans (NAP). KOFF was invited by the Political Affairs
Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs to moderate a panel
discussion on lessons learned and challenges regarding NAPs.

The preparation of a NAP is a challenging endeavor. Almost eleven years after
the resolution 1325 was passed, only 32 countries have adopted NAPs, 19 of
which are OSCE member states. Even though national action plans differ, becau-
se they are shaped by national actors and the particular context in which they
are developed, most NAPs cover key topics such as prevention, protection of
women’s and girls’ rights, participation and empowerment of women in conflict
resolution and peacebuilding processes. The development of a NAP requires
political commitment at highest level. Civil society actors play crucial and multi-
ple roles in the process: as advocates or experts for instance. Once adopted,
NGOs can become watchdogs and monitor its implementation. As demonstra-
ted by the Serbian example, the cooperation between ministries and civil society
can also be challenging: one key NGO in particular finds it difficult to engage
with the Serbian Ministry of Defence, which has the lead in the NAP process.

The most challenging task regarding an Action Plan is its implementation. To
track and evaluate achievements, the development of sound indicators proves
crucial. Yet, lessons learned are often based on individual experiences, whereas
systematic applied research is still lacking. Very little is therefore known about
the impact of resolution 1325 on the situation of women and girls living in con-
flict and post-conflict contexts. It remains unclear which changes were achieved
on the ground. 01.11.2011

KOFF Roundtable on Peace and Reconciliation in
Rwanda: Contributions of Gacaca
In early November swisspeace hosted Paul Rutayisire from Rwanda and Phil
Clark from the United Kingdom for a scientific workshop in the morning followed
by a KOFF roundtable in the afternoon. In both sessions the critical debate engaged
with the roots of Gacaca, the activities and relevance of those jurisdictions as
well as the future for reconciliation and justice in Rwanda.
In all the contributions from both speakers and participants the nature of Gacaca
as a dynamic process was highlighted. The role of, among others, institutions,
governance, tradition, culture and individual agency came through strongly. The
experience of Rwandans with Gacaca was discussed at length, including the
balance between a desire or non-desire for truth, the inconsistent psychosocial
support provided for Gacaca participants, the relative lack of preparation of victims

mailto:barbara.brank@swisspeace.ch
http://www.un.org/events/res_1325e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/gender.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/gender.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/koff.html
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Further information:

swisspeace Briony Jones

KOFF webpages

Further information:

KOFF Ursula Keller

and witnesses for testimony compared to prisoners and accused, the relation-
ship between the individual and the collective, and the differences which exist
between different Gacaca processes in various parts of Rwanda. Alongside this
the discussions also considered the roles of other actors including judges, psych-
iatrists, priests and the Rwandan Government. There were more questions raised
than answered during this event, and the debate about Gacaca and its links to
peace and reconciliation in Rwanda will continue. Contested key issues to con-
sider include the purpose of mechanisms such as Gacaca, the ability of Gacaca
to achieve its aims, the broader social cultural, political and economic context in
which Gacaca operates as well as its dynamic nature as a mechanism which is
both rooted in structures and shaped by the agency of Rwandans themselves.

04.11.2011

Workshop on Swiss Engagement in North Africa
A number of Swiss actors in North Africa support the process of transformation
since the Arab Spring. In order to get an overview of Swiss activities in North
Africa, KOFF organized a workshop at the beginning of November with repre-
sentatives of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, both from the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the Political Affairs Division
IV. Also in attendance were nine Swiss NGOs active in the region. The purpose
of the meeting was to map the various regional and thematic priorities and
identify possible areas of cooperation. Given the wide range of activities, actors
and countries involved a closer coordination appears to be challenging. Future
exchanges will therfore be channeled within thematic clusters: the promotion of
human rights, dealing with the past and democratization on the one hand and
the support for social and economic development on the other hand. Discus-
sions also addressed the need to keep in mind the „non-revolutionary“ coun-
tries of Algeria and Morocco. The uprisings in neighboring countries have trigge-
red reform processes there too which deserve attention and support.

07.11.2011
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KOFF: Nepal webpages

Publication list of

A. Nightingale

Peacebuilding at the Grassroots? Practice and Challenges
of Local Democracy in Nepal
Local governance in Nepal is based in particular on two functioning local demo-
cratic structures: the All-Party Mechanisms (APMs) established by the interim
constitution, which require the involvement of all major parties in decision-ma-
king at the local level, and the Village Development Committees (VDCs). The
flow of funds to the rural areas of Nepal has increased significantly of late, in
particular thanks to direct payments made by donors, but also due to the reallo-
cation of funds by the central government. Andrea Nightingale of the University
of Edinburgh explained at a KOFF Roundtable that in her view international

mailto:briony.jones@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/koff.html
mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/nepal.html
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/people?indv=388&cw_xml=publications.html
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/people?indv=388&cw_xml=publications.html
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Afghanistan at the Crossroads: How can Swiss Actors
Remain Engaged?
The reduction of foreign troop numbers and worsening of the security situation in
Afghanistan imply new challenges for development projects of international ac-
tors. NGOs with projects in particular in remote areas find themselves increasin-
gly confronted with insurgent groups trying to influence their work. Various pos-
sible project implementation scenarios and strategies were discussed at the
KOFF Roundtable. Also addressed was how NGOs can take local economic, so-
cial and political networks into account and how to consider the interests of all
parties concerned. Since in some areas those wielding informal power have
influence on local armed groups, it is necessary to be aware of the background
to all relationships.

The discussions stressed the fact that for the most part Swiss development
programs meet with acceptance, since many Swiss organizations place great
value on cooperation within local structures. Various contexts and actors analy-
ses have shown that the so-called Taliban are often people from the local villa-
ges. Since tribal elders, local councils and religious scholars are often seen as
legitimate representatives, projects have adopted a conflict-sensitive approach
which takes religious, cultural and tribal factors into consideration. The debates
showed that working with local structures can be a good way of enabling mo-
dern ideas to influence traditional value systems. It is also necessary to make the
purpose of a project clear to the local people in order to improve acceptance and
sustainability. All state and non-state representatives present reaffirmed their
willingness to stick by their commitments in Afghanistan, thus ensuring not only
that urgently needed services will continue to be provided, but also indicating
that international actors remain reliable and worthy of trust over the long term.

25.11.2011

donors are increasingly bypassing the inefficient central authorities and making
direct use of local structures to carry out their projects. This raises the question
whether in the long term such approach will undermine state-building efforts.

These developments have made local politics more attractive. Funding is often
contracted out to local NGOs by the APMs and VDCs. On a positive note it can be
said that this increases local participation at various levels including the gover-
nance of resources. At the same time however it promotes cronyism and nepo-
tism in the villages, although major regional differences exist in Nepal. Andrea
Nightingale therefore asked a fundamental question: are local NGOs really the
best choice for the distribution of development funds?

Local decision-making and governance are facing major challenges in Nepal.
Efforts to achieve an inclusive and fair political process continue to conflict with
traditional gender and caste roles. Moreover, there is also the problem of the
absence in rural areas of an active generation of young men, who if not working
abroad often tend to be victims of alcoholism. And yet only the thriving local
forms of participation can produce a peaceful and democratic Nepal at the grass-
roots level. 11.11.2011
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KOFF Marcel von Arx

KOFF Jonas Stich 

Further information:

KOFF Can Deniz

http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/koff.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/afghanistan.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/afghanistan.html
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
mailto:jonas.stich@swisspeace.ch
mailto:can.deniz@swisspeace.ch
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Message of the Catholic

Church on the visit of

Bishop Ramazzini

(German)

Guatemala Network

ILO Convention 169

Further information:

KOFF Rahel Fischer 

Conflict over the Exploitation of Natural Resources
in Guatemala
Alvaro Ramazzini, Bishop of San Marcos, is committed to defending the rights of
the poor rural populations, and has been awarded various international prizes for
his work. The difficult living conditions in one of Guatemala’s poorest regions,
with a majority of indigenous population, are characterized by illegal emigration
to the United States, rampant crime and the fact that over half of the children
between the ages of one and five suffer from malnutrition. Bishop Ramazzini is
mainly known in Europe for his opposition to the Marlin gold mine. This open-pit
gold mine, operated by the Canadian firm Goldcorp, causes a number of social
and ecological problems for the local population and therefore meets strong
opposition. The mining operation uses 150’000 litres of water per hour, while
local families must live with just 60 litres per day. In 2010 the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights called on the government of Guatemala to sus-
pend mining operations, a demand which to date has gone unheeded. At a
Roundtable organized by KOFF and the Guatemala Network, Bishop Ramazzini
was critical of the weakness of Guatemalan legislation on mining activities and
the inadequacy of environmental protection as well as measures to safeguard
the livelihood of local farmers. He also criticized the low taxes the mine pays to
the state, and the failure to comply with the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Con-
vention (ILO Convention No. 169).

The closing debate focused on the question of how Swiss actors should react to
human rights violations in the context of exploitation of natural resources. The
discussions touched on Switzerland’s role in international gold and raw materi-
als trading as well as the possibility of holding multinational companies accoun-
table. A working group within the KOFF is now being formed to improve the
coordination of Swiss civil society efforts with regard to Guatemala. 25.11.2011

http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/koff.html
http://www.fastenopfer.com/data/media/medien/medienmitteilungen/2011/soli_schreiben.pdf
http://www.fastenopfer.com/data/media/medien/medienmitteilungen/2011/soli_schreiben.pdf
http://www.fastenopfer.com/data/media/medien/medienmitteilungen/2011/soli_schreiben.pdf
http://www.guatemalanetz.ch/
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/german/docs/gc169.htm
mailto:rahel.fischer@swisspeace.ch
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swisspeace: Business

& Peace Project

Press release (in

German)

Conference Concept

Article on swissinfo

(in German)

Contribution on DRS1

(in German)

Contribution on DRS4

(in German)

swisspeace Working

Paper on „Business

Actors in Mediation

Processes“

Focus
swisspeace Annual Conference – Money Makers as Peace
Makers?
This year’s annual conference focused on cooperation with private
sector actors in peacebuilding. Experts from the political and economic
spheres, as well as representatives of NGOs, engaged in debates on the
scope and limitations of entrepreneurial contributions to peacebuilding.
From the role of multinational firms the discussion moved on to the
contributions made by local companies in conflict zones.

At the heart of the discussions was the key issue of the contribution international
and local businesses can make to a lasting peace and to stable economic deve-
lopment. The conference aimed to enable a broader view of the subject, from
many different angles, shifting the focus away from multinational companies as
the dominant discourse. The various perspectives were reflected in the diversity
of those taking part in the conference, ranging from Swiss and foreign represen-
tatives of the private sector to representatives of NGOs and academics. The
conference was organized by the swisspeace Business & Peace project, which
since 2004 has devoted its attention to the role of private sector actors in peace
processes and conflicts.

The well-known Oxford University scholar and researcher Hugo Slim gave the
keynote address. He stressed the importance of ethics in business noting in par-
ticular that companies have a moral duty to promote peace in areas of conflict.
The narrow interpretation of social responsibility, which holds that management’s
core duty is to maximize profits, is no longer adequate. Indeed most companies
grow more successfully in a peaceful environment than in an area of conflict,
with the exception of arms dealers and private security firms. Violence directed
against company employees and installations, higher costs and the absence of
planning security have a negative impact on the business environment. More-
over there is often considerable risk to a corporation’s reputation from activities
in conflict zones. Extracting companies for example which promote tensions and
violence through their activities will often face a storm of criticism. For commer-
cial reasons many multinational firms therefore do their best to avoid negative
impacts on conflicts.

Slim also noted that many ways exist in which businesses can contribute to
peace. Those with good contacts can for example help to mediate in a conflict.
After a violent conflict they can also use their experience and expertise to help
build state institutions. Moreover business actors have an important function as a
role model, if they internally respect human rights and introduce democratic deci-
sion-making mechanisms into their structure.

In the first panel three Swiss company representatives discussed the possibility
of getting involved in rather precarious situations. All three agreed on the impor-
tance of being as close as possible to the local population. Especially companies
present in remote regions have the opportunity to work closely with the local
population and actively involve it in peace efforts. This is equally true of

http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/business-peace.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/business-peace.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/events/Medienmitteilung_swisspeace.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/events/Medienmitteilung_swisspeace.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/events/Konzept_E_Annual_Conference_19102011.pdf
http://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/politik_schweiz/Unternehmen_in_Konfliktzonen:_Fluch_oder_Segen.html?cid=31580822
http://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/politik_schweiz/Unternehmen_in_Konfliktzonen:_Fluch_oder_Segen.html?cid=31580822
http://www.drs4news.ch/www/de/drs4/sendungen/rendez-vous/2753.bt10200913.html
http://www.drs4news.ch/www/de/drs4/sendungen/rendez-vous/2753.bt10200913.html
http://www.drs4news.ch/www/de/drs4/sendungen/drs-4-aktuell/5728.bt10200883.html
http://www.drs4news.ch/www/de/drs4/sendungen/drs-4-aktuell/5728.bt10200883.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP2_2010.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP2_2010.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP2_2010.pdf
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companies that do not have a direct presence in a conflict zone, but whose
supply chain extends into such a region. According to Barbara Dubach of
EngageAbility and former Holcim employee, it is important for companies to deal
with a conflict as early as possible rather than waiting until it is too late.

Local business initiatives for peace
The conference focused much of its attention on local businesses that are active
for peace. In its future work, swisspeace plans to give more attention to this
aspect, since multinational companies are already monitored by well-known
Swiss NGOs. Unlike companies that operate internationally, local businesses cannot
simply leave a conflict area when the business environment gets too tough.
They can therefore play a decisive role when it comes to establishing and main-
taining a lasting peace.

Business representatives from Palestine, Nepal or Cyprus who have made them-
selves a name through local peace initiatives contributed to the conference. One
of them is Manique Mendis of Sri Lanka. As co-founder of Rainbow Resources
and owner of a consultancy firm, she supports local entrepreneurs in the deve-
lopment of strategy while attempting to integrate regional economic develop-
ment with a peacebuilding approach. The Business for Peace Alliance (BPA) she
headed was particularly active during the civil war. It gathered 26 local cham-
bers of commerce in all regions of Sri Lanka, representing some 15’000 small
and medium enterprises. The network’s important contribution at that time was
to link the isolated north with business circles in the south. It thus demonstrated
that a common economic area benefits all. Another positive example of private
sector commitment to peacebuilding efforts is the Palestine International Busi-
ness Forum in which Iyad Joudeh participates. Supported by the Swedish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, its objective is to promote cooperation between inter-
national companies and the Palestinian economy and to facilitate the access of
Palestinian firms to the world market. Even in regions that are politically unstable
businesses can operate in an ethical manner and make a profit.

The final panel discussed a wide variety of instruments that could help to con-
vince companies to more strongly engage in peacebuilding. Many companies
active in conflict zones have already adopted guidelines for a conflict-sensitive
approach, but only on a voluntary basis. The representatives of academia,
government and one NGO agreed that success in the implementation of such
standards requires discussions on a practical level about the implementation
and the impact of those initiatives. Companies, which are interested in a construc-
tive dialogue in the area of peacebuilding, need support in this regard.

15.11.2011

Further information:

swisspeace Andrea Iff 

swisspeace Michel Vogler

mailto:andrea.iff@swisspeace.ch
mailto:michel.vogler@swisspeace.ch
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Rights without

Borders

Alliance Sud

UN Global Compact

Further information:

Alliance Sud

Pepo Hofstetter

News from Swiss NGOs

Rights without Borders – Campaign for Clear Rules
for Swiss Companies
At the beginning of November over 50 human rights organizations, aid agencies,
trade unions, environmental and women’s associations as well as Church groups
launched a Campaign for corporate justice: „Rights without Borders: Clear Rules
for Swiss Companies. Worldwide“. Repeatedly cases are coming to light of Swiss
company branches that violate human rights and environmental standards. Many
have adopted internal social and ecological guidelines, or have committed them-
selves to the principles of the UN Global Compact. Yet, these are voluntary agree-
ments and there is seldom an independent body monitoring implementation.
Violations are rarely sanctioned and victims are unable to bring the companies
responsible to court. The aim of the Campaign is to change this situation.

The Campaign argues that Switzerland has a special responsibility as the head-
quarters of many multinational companies. On a per capita basis Switzerland
hosts the greatest number of such firms worldwide. Thanks to low taxes and
other advantages the Confederation is attractive not only for the companies al-
ready established but is increasingly drawing in new ones, notably in the commo-
dities and security sectors. To date Switzerland has refused to impose binding
rules on multinational corporations, with the notable exception of private security
firms. Therefore, the Campaign calls on the Government and Parliament to adopt
binding rules in order to ensure that companies based in Switzerland respect
human rights and environmental standards worldwide. Corporations, their subsi-
diaries and suppliers need to take precautionary measures to prevent such viola-
tions of human rights and environmental crimes. Moreover, persons who have
suffered harm due to human rights violations and environmental offences should
be able to take legal action in Switzerland against the companies responsible.

03.11.2011

APRED: International Colloquium on Civic Service
People motivated to serve the community for several months should be able to
do so. Geneva-based organizations and personalities active in peacebuilding meet
on an annual basis to exchange views on a voluntary civic service, which differs
from the current civilian service. In October these organizations held a colloquium
with the aim of preparing a pilot project. Some 50 academics, social workers,
representatives of local authorities, members of the „Working group for a civic
service“ and individuals participated in the meeting.

During the colloquium the idea was compared with similar community service
projects in France, with over 15’000 volunteers in 2010, and in Belgium where a
pilot project is running to prepare according legislation. The gathering also
addressed several fundamental questions: To whom should civic service be open?
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APRED

Civic Service

http://www.rechtohnegrenzen.ch
http://www.rechtohnegrenzen.ch
http://alliancesud.ch
http://www.unglobalcompact.org/
mailto:pepo.hofstetter@alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/spip/
http://www.service-citoyen.ch/
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Fondation Hirondelle

Initial statement of the

EU Election Observation

Mission in Tunisia

And what is the target public? To date the focus of projects has been on young
people. However an idea making headway is that a voluntary community ser-
vice should involve people of all ages, Swiss and foreigners, women and men. A
number of social needs are not being addressed by the current social system.
Furthermore community service could inject creativity into society. In order to
develop the necessary „sense of citizenship“ and make it possible to implement
long term projects, civic service needs to be a full-time commitment lasting se-
veral months. Also needed is a training aspect as well as regular monitoring of
performance. The participants also discussed the question of compensation, not
monetary but through support for basic livelihood. A number of open questions
remain, including financing. However the interest already expressed by several
communes has pushed the Working group to create a formal structure. Interes-
ted organizations and individuals are invited to join in the project. 07.11.2011

Fondation Hirondelle: Broadcast Accompanies
Tunisian Elections
The holding of free elections to the Constituent Assembly in Tunisia on 23 Octo-
ber marked another major step towards democracy. Fondation Hirondelle provi-
ded support for the election coverage to nine public radio stations belonging to
the national broadcasting company. It made use of all available resources to
provide to listeners a radio service during the three weeks of the campaign, but
also a special nationwide program on the polling day. International observers
praised the positive role played by public broadcast.

Around 30 Tunisian journalists and producers of the nine public stations prepared
the election program and were assisted by four experts from Fondation Hirondel-
le. The coverage provided three bulletins of campaign news each day, debates
on electoral issues and a balanced presentation of all the candidates’ political
platforms. On election day 50 correspondents spread across the country, broad-
casting live on national and regional stations. There were continuous programs
throughout the day with news updates and reports on the polling. In Gafsa one
journalist accompanied the country’s oldest citizen from her home to the polling
office. The 101-year-old woman expressed her pride to participate in the free
elections. After the closing of the polling stations, the public radio stations broad-
casted analyses, preliminary results and summaries of the day.

Funded by the Swiss Confederation, the United States and the European Union,
Fondation Hirondelle has been assisting Tunisian public radio for several months.
It will remain engaged in Tunisia and continue to help the radio stations fulfill
their mandate as public service provider. 08.11.2011

Further information:

Fondation Hirondelle

Samuel Turpin

mailto:cb@apred.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.eueom.eu/files/dmfile/declaration-preliminaire-moe-ue-251011_fr.pdf
http://www.eueom.eu/files/dmfile/declaration-preliminaire-moe-ue-251011_fr.pdf
http://www.eueom.eu/files/dmfile/declaration-preliminaire-moe-ue-251011_fr.pdf
mailto:sturpin@hirondelle.org
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Eirene Suisse

Order book

Further information:

Eirene Suisse

Jérôme Strobel 

Eirene Switzerland: Experiences of Peacebuilding
in the Great Lakes Region
Eirene Switzerland has published a new book in French entitled „Dépasser la
haine, construire la paix. Témoignages de paix de la région des Grands Lacs“.
The idea is to offer a wider audience the opportunity to reflect on peacebuilding
experiences from the Great Lakes region, notably from Rwanda, Burundi and the
DR Congo. To mark the publication Eirene invited two local partners and mem-
bers of the Geneva Initiative for Peace in the Great Lakes to Switzerland to share
their experiences. The Geneva Initiative, at the origin of this project, created a
network of local leaders from various countries and ethnicities.

More than 250 persons attended presentations of the book in Geneva, Sion,
Lausanne and Fribourg. Jean-Pierre Lindiro Kabirigi, a Tutsi from the DR Congo
and member of the Institute Pole which is engaged in intercultural research,
spoke at all four events. He explained that the book was not just another analyti-
cal treatise on violence in the Great Lakes, but a publication which presents the
views of those in the region who every day attempt to confront the hatred around
them. Laurien Ntezimana, a Hutu from Rwanda and founder of the Association
Modeste et Innocent told the audience how his organization and himself experi-
enced the hate-filled atmosphere before, during and after the genocide. He de-
scribed how the Association helped persons at risk, and the efforts undertaken
today to foster reconciliation. In his opinion hatred and violence result from two
character traits shared by all mankind: egotism and fear. The book describes the
everyday efforts by people from the region to combat hatred. These visions of
humanity contribute to a fundamental reflection on civilian resistance and recon-
ciliation in times of crisis. 19.11.2011
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against Gender

Violence
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16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence: Finding Ways
to Overcome Violence
The timing of the „16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence“ campaign
demonstrates that women’s rights are human rights and that disregards persist.
The campaign began on 25 November as the International Day for the Elimina-
tion of Violence against Women and ends on 10 December, the International
Human Rights Day. The campaign in Switzerland, with over 50 institutions and
organizations participating, has been organized for the fourth time by the femi-
nist peace organization cfd. Internationally the campaign holds its 20th edition,
since women’s rights continue to be neglected or denied, while in many parts of
the world women are still oppressed. As indicated by the slogan „Breaking out
instead of enduring“, the aim of this year’s campaign is to show politicians and
the society ways out of violence linked to specific political demands. The cam-
paign calls on political, economic and cultural decision-makers to do everything
possible to combat gender violence. Furthermore, migrants from outside EU and
EFTA states who enter Switzerland on a family reunion permit should be granted

http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
mailto:jerome.strobel@eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.cfd-ch.org/16tage/index.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/16tage/index.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/16tage/index.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/16tage/veranstaltungen/2011/nach_datum.php
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their own right of residence. They should no longer have to choose between
violence at home or expulsion from Switzerland. The campaign also demands
the further development of advice centers and to prevent any weakening of
victim protection legislation. Sufficient funding must be made available for both
victim assistance and work with offenders. Only then will it be possible to offer
protection and advice to women affected by violence, while helping men who
have resorted to violence to learn non-violent conflict resolution. Since the cam-
paign kicked-off, many events on a variety of related topics have been held in
German-speaking Switzerland and Liechtenstein. 28.11.2011

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

cfd Rahel Ruch

Delegates Commit to Action on the Geneva Declaration
A recent report shows that every day around 1’500 people are killed as a result
of conflict-related violence or violent crime. Launched in 2006 by Switzerland
and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Geneva Declara-
tion on Armed Violence and Development (GD) is a diplomatic initiative that
considers armed violence as a major obstacle to the achievement of the United
Nations’ Millennium Development Goals and commits signatory states to contri-
bute to a measurable reduction of armed violence by 2015. Initially adopted by
42 states, the Declaration is now endorsed by 112 countries.

More than 500 participants met in Geneva on 31 October and 1 November for
the second Ministerial Review Conference on the GD. In total, 96 state delegati-
ons and more than 80 civil society and international organizations participated in
the event. The meeting was jointly organized by Switzerland and the UNDP with
the aim of supporting efforts to reduce armed violence globally and reviewing
progress made. Following opening addresses by the Director-General of the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) Martin Dahinden and UNDP
Administrator Helen Clarke, a context-setting high-level panel discussion took
place. Later delegations adopted the Outcome Document of the Conference, agre-
eing on a number of concrete and specific measures designed to ensure that the
goals of the GD are achieved by 2015. On the second day nine thematic sessions
were held, which opened in-depth discussion on the current challenges and
offered concrete solutions. The issues explored included youth involvement in
armed violence reduction, controlling small arms, crime prevention, the role of
the private sector and violence in urban settings.

The Conference underlined the necessity for a holistic approach to reduce and
prevent armed violence by means of partnerships amongst stakeholders such as
civil society and the private sector. Tighter regulations on arms trade and better
monitoring of armed violence are also needed. Finally, improved integration of
armed violence reduction and prevention objectives and actions into regional,
national and sub-national development and security programs would establish a
stronger base from which to tackle more effectively armed violence.  01.11.2011
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Geneva Declaration

Luigi De Martino

Geneva Declaration

FDFA: diplomatic

initiatives

Global Burden of Armed

Violence 2011 Report

News from Swiss Government Agencies

mailto:rahel.ruch@cfd-ch.org
mailto:luigi.demartino@genevadeclaration.org
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/condi.html#ContentPar_0002
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/condi.html#ContentPar_0002
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/measurability/global-burden-of-armed-violence/global-burden-of-armed-violence-2011.html
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/measurability/global-burden-of-armed-violence/global-burden-of-armed-violence-2011.html
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PA IV

Peacebuilding

Commission 

Further information:

FDFA Oliver Hoehne

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

PA IV: Geneva Initiative

Peacebuilding as Part of the Poverty Reduction Strategy
in Burundi
The Burundi Configuration, a subcommittee of the Peacebuilding Commission
(PBC) headed by Ambassador Paul Seger, developed a peacebuilding strategy
with the government of Burundi. This strategy was subject to regular reviews by
the government, the United Nations, civil society and international partners. The
fifth and final review in April 2011 highlighted some important achievements
including the successfully completed electoral process as well as measures to
combat corruption and improve human rights. It also presented a realistic picture
of some weaknesses and remaining challenges.

In an effort to simplify procedures the government and the UN decided that
henceforth peacebuilding would be integrated into Burundi’s poverty reduction
strategy. The government’s Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper has been in prepa-
ration since spring 2011, with the assistance from international partners. In view
of the modest experience of the office responsible for the reduction of poverty,
Switzerland offered additional support. Such assistance consisted of expertise
provided in the context of the peacebuilding program of Political Affairs Division
IV (PA IV) in collaboration with the PBC Burundi Configuration and in close con-
sultation with the government, the UN, the World Bank and other embassies
present in Burundi. An international consultant with good knowledge of the coun-
try and relevant experience assisted government officials with the integration of
peacebuilding into poverty reduction. The emphasis was on strengthening
Burundian capacities, transferring best practices from various contexts, networ-
king with other relevant services and the inclusion of civil society as important
achievement of the peacebuilding strategy. Thanks to the support of PA IV and
the PBC Burundi Configuration peacebuilding is now a recognized component of
the poverty reduction strategy. 16.11.2011

Geneva Initiative 2.0
Where does the Geneva Initiative stand today, eight years after its launch in
December 2003? Developed by representatives of Israeli and Palestinian civil
society with the support of Switzerland, the Geneva Initiative gave rise to discus-
sions, criticism but also admiration. It is considered as a reference for future
peace negotiations in political and diplomatic circles. Moreover various opinion
polls show that the populations on both sides support a two-state solution with
parameters close to the Geneva Initiative. It has been a reference document for
the Palestinian Authority due to the role of Yasser Abbed Rabbo as co-initiator
and current Secretary-General of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). Yet,
the Initiative has little support among the Palestinian population and has been
rejected by Hamas, because of the passages on the refugee question. On the
Israeli side the situation is quite inverted. The Geneva Initiative has some sup-
port among the public opinion and in the Knesset including from the Shas party
and Kadima, but is rejected by the right in power and by Prime Minister
Netanyahu.

 http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/
http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/
mailto:oliver.hoehne@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/genini/gen2_0.html
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A public conference organized in Geneva to discuss the Initiative was attended
by over 700 persons and was followed by a workshop involving some 30 perso-
nalities from the civil society of both sides. The participants all agreed that since
the peace process is stalled at present it is urgent to breathe new life into the
Initiative. Israel’s continued settlement policy, the lack of political will, the wea-
kness of international pressures, the internal Palestinian split and the Arab Spring
explain the adoption of a cautious attitude of by the various actors. It is time
therefore to mobilize civil society in both countries, with the participation of
young people and social networks, for an effort to change perceptions in both
societies. These efforts have to underline the peace dividend for all. Work on the
Geneva Initiative should also be intensified, for example through activities with
the mayors of the big cities related to the water question. The conference in
Geneva has shown that the cause of peace can only be advanced through dia-
logue and mobilization. 22.11.2011
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International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Berghof
The second volume of the Berghof Handbook has now been published online.
It contains 20 new or revised articles which reflect the state of debates in a
variety of disciplines, advancing discussions on both theory and practice of
conflict transformation. The Handbook is designed for practitioners and scho-
lars who seek ideas and information drawing on the wealth of experiences
from many regions and contexts.

EPLO
The latest edition of the EPLO Conflict Prevention Newsletter focuses on the
new Agenda for Change by the European Commission. This Agenda aims to
increase the impact of EU development policy. The article summarizes the main
points and explains what it means for fragile contexts.

GPPAC foundation
The GPPAC foundation has launched the Peace Portal: a unique online plat-
form for learning, sharing, collaborating and acting together in the conflict pre-
vention and peacebuilding field. Open to everybody, from large organizations
to individuals, it strives to bring people together and transform their online
work into active peacebuilding processes.

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

mailto:mario.carera@eda.admin.ch
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.gppac.net/page.php?id=1
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.budrich-verlag.de/pages/details.php?ID=424
http://www.berghof-handbook.net
http://eplo.org/assets/files/3.%20Resources/CPNL/EPLO_Conflict_Prevention_Newsletter_6-5.pdf
http://www.peaceportal.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
The United Nations System Staff College (UNSSC) launched a new online
course on conflict analysis which is open for non-UN staff as well. It covers
conflict analysis tools, conceptual understanding of conflict prevention and pea-
cebuilding as well as practical skills for programming. Register by 16 Decem-
ber 2011.

The feminist peace organization cfd has organized the „16 Days of Activism
against Gender Violence“ campaign together with partner organizations from
25 November to 10 December with many events. On 7 December for example
there will be a panel discussion on „Revolutions in the Arab world: new scope
for women?“ in Berne.

The Institute of Federalism has launched the first volume in German of its
publication series entitled „Federalism 2.0 – food for thought and outlook“.
The first volume addresses issues and problems, which drive current and futu-
re discussions on federalism in Switzerland and worldwide. The vernissage is
scheduled for 12 December 2011 at 17:00 in Fribourg. Contact.

Peace Watch Switzerland and Peace Brigades International are organizing
information afternoons on voluntary work as human rights observers in Guate-
mala, southern Mexico, Colombia, Palestine/Israel and Nepal. They take place
in Berne on 28 January and in Zurich on 4 February.

SCI Switzerland is offering in collaboration with Sandro Varisco a seminar on
negotiating strategies based on the TRANSCEND method. Johan Galtung de-
veloped this approach to explain reasons and show ways to overcome the
„black or white“ logic typical of conflicts. The course is scheduled for 10 March
in Berne. Contact and registration.

The Institute of Federalism will hold the 2nd Practitioners Course on decen-
tralization and local governance from 19-30 March 2012. The two-week course
will provide practitioners with a unique opportunity to deepen their insights
into current debates on decentralization and local governance. It will also equip
participants with tools and methodologies to help them address problems they
face in their daily work. Applications until 31 January 2012.
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http://www.unssc.org/home/activities/conflict-analysis-prevention-and-peacebuilding-online-course
http://www.unssc.org/home/activities/conflict-analysis-prevention-and-peacebuilding-online-course
mailto:peacesecurity@unssc.org
http://www.cfd-ch.org/16tage/index.php
http://www.federalism.ch
mailto:lydia.sturny@unifr.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE
mailto:info@scich.org
http://www.unifr.ch/federalism/en/international_centre/continuing_education/practitioners
mailto:viorel.dupu@unifr.ch
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Business & Human

Rights Resource Centre

Web Tip
Business and Human Rights Resources Online
The portal of the Business and Human Rights Resource Centre is the leading
global information hub on the subject of business and human rights. Most of the
multinational companies are active in conflict areas, either themselves or
through their supply chain. The portal offers a wide range of positive as well as
negative case studies: from the so-called „conflict minerals“ from the DR Congo
used in cars and mobile phones manufacturing, the activities of biofuel compa-
nies in Colombia to firms in Nepal or Sri Lanka that participate in peacebuilding
initiatives. This platform offers a wealth of information on the influence compa-
nies have on human rights in conflict and post-conflict areas, and advises on
how to prevent abuses. It reveals important initiatives including Voluntary
Principles on security and human rights as well as the „red flags“ and contains
sections on topics such as torture, peacebuilding and gender. It also provides
access to information, reports and guidelines provided by the UN Special Rap-
porteur for Business and Human Rights. Moreover, the website proposes sec-
tions on business and children as well as on corporate legal accountability.

Transitional Justice: From Reconciliation to Building
Sustainable Peace
Dealing with human rights violations should not be seen as a self-contained
process, but rather as part of a political transition following an armed conflict or
an authoritarian regime. This raises the question as to the timing of transitional
justice mechanisms in peace processes and transitional periods, and as to the
most appropriate instruments. This question was at the centre of discussions at
the second regional conference on transitional justice in November 2009 in
Yaoundé, Cameroon. Thanks to the conference paper just published in French,
the contents of the discussions are now available to a wider public.

The paper debates about the importance and requirements of reconciliation for
peace and justice. Several states in French-speaking Africa in particular have
their own experiences with transitional justice. The conference paper first provi-
des an overview on dealing with the past mechanisms. In particular contributi-
ons help to illustrate developments in relation to the principles for combating
impunity of Louis Joinet and Diane Orentlicher, namely the right to know, the
right to justice, the right to reparation and the guarantee of non-recurrence. They
are illustrated by case studies from Togo, Algeria or Burundi. The conclusion
reached by the authors is that transitional justice can help a society to free itself
from the difficult legacies of armed conflict or an authoritarian regime in order to
embark on social reconstruction. For this reason dealing with the past is conside-
red in many situations a necessary step, even though the process is often diffi-
cult and painful, both for individuals and communities. 04.11.2011

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/Africa/ActesConf2JusticeTransit.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/Africa/ActesConf2JusticeTransit.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/Africa/ActesConf2JusticeTransit.pdf
http://www.business-humanrights.org/Home
http://www.business-humanrights.org/Home
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International, humanitarian and non-governmental organizations, governments,
the media and corporations are helping to further develop the portal with their
inputs. One of the site’s main objectives is to offer practical support to the va-
rious actors. It offers NGOs a platform for their own initiatives and demands, as
well as documentation useful for research and campaigns. Businesses will find
useful guidelines and examples of „good and bad practices“. 17.11.2011
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