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1. South Kordofan State 
 
Fighting between the SAF and the SPLM-N continues in parts of South Kordofan State. There have been reports 
of heavy fighting in the area of Trogi on 1 December, about 70 km south of Kadugli. Heavy fighting was also 
reported in other parts of Buram locality on 30 November, killing two civilians and injuring four, according to media 
reports. The UN reported this week that all senior state government officials remain in Talodi, where the State 
ministers’ cabinet meeting took place last week.  
 
Insecurity due to on-going fighting and movement restrictions imposed by the Government continue to constrain 
humanitarian access in South Kordofan. International humanitarian agencies operate through national staff. No 
organisations currently have international staff in the state. However, an inter-agency mission, composed of UN 
agencies, the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) and Government counterparts, was allowed to go to 
Rashad town and nearby areas from 26 to 29 November.  
 
There are 15,532 displaced people in Rashad town and surrounding locations, according to UNICEF. The inter-
agency team reported that the health situation of displaced people in these locations was reported to be good, 
with no diseases outbreaks. 
 
On 28 November, the Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH) and the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) Extended 
Programme on Immunisation (EPI) launched a campaign to vaccinate children against polio and to eradicate 
Vitamin A deficiency in South Kordofan. Heiban, Um Dorein and El Buram localities as well as some parts of 
Kadugli and Dalami localities will not be covered due to insecurity. The campaign targets 364,000 children under 
the age of five. UNICEF has provided vaccines, Vitamin A supplementations and other supplies.  
 
A nutrition screening targeting children under the age of five started on 29 November in Talodi town in 
collaboration with SMoH and support from Save the Children-Sweden (SC-S). So far, more than 30 children have 
been referred to the Talodi outpatient therapeutic programme (OTP) centre with severe acute malnutrition, while 
three cases with oedema (fluid retention) were referred to the in-patient centre at the Talodi hospital.  
 
The Water and Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) and UNICEF rehabilitated 12 hand pumps in Talodi 
locality providing safe water for 6,000 people.  
 
 
2. Blue Nile State 
 
Clashes between SAF and SPLM-N forces also continue in the southern parts of Blue Nile State. More people are 
fleeing into neighbouring Ethiopia and South Sudan. UNHCR reported that by 28 November some 37,700 
Sudanese refugees had arrived in Ethiopia after hostilities started in the State on 2 September. Some 19,500 of 
the 37,700 people are living with host communities near the border entry points, while the rest are sheltered in 
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Sherkole and Tongo refugee camps and the Adimazin transit centre. UNHCR and the Ethiopian Administration for 
Refugee and Returnee Affairs (ARRA) continue to advocate with the refugees living with host communities near 
the border to relocate to the safety of Tongo refugee camp and Adimazin transit centre.  
 
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) reported this week that an estimated 13,000 people had arrived from Blue Nile 
State in the village of Doro, some 40 km from the Sudan border in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State. On 28 
November, MSF started an emergency medical intervention in Doro. The MSF team on the ground estimates that 
there are around 8,000 refugees moving from the border crossings towards Doro. The humanitarian needs in 
Doro are expected to increase as more refugees arrive. MSF reports that the refugees need urgent assistance in 
terms of health care, water and sanitation. There are only two boreholes in the area and people are queuing up to 
five hours to access water. There are no latrines and it is unclear how these people are going to get enough food, 
according to MSF. 
 
As of 1 December, the total number of Sudanese refugees (including 58,700 refugees from Blue Nile in Ethiopia 
and South Sudan, and some 23,000 Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan in Yida, in South Sudan’s Unity 
State) in Ethiopia and South Sudan stands at an estimated 81,700 people. 
 
The UN Resident Coordinator’s Support Office (RCSO) reported on 27 November that following recent clashes 
between SAF and SPLM-N in Bau locality, the SRCS registered 6,480 newly displaced people, primarily 
displaced from other parts of Bau locality. This brings the estimated number of people displaced within Blue Nile 
to an estimated 66,480.  
 
On 24 November, SRCS started the training of 31 community representatives from Kurmuk on first aid. SRCS 
who is running the Kurmuk hospital together with SMoH reported that there is a lack of antibiotics for children in 
Kurmuk hospital. 
 
Meanwhile, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the State Ministry of Agriculture 
(SMoA) are conducting post-harvest crop assessments in the State. The USAID-funded Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network (FEWSNET) reported in its Sudan Food Security Outlook Update for November that if limits on 
humanitarian access and food access continue, parts of Blue Nile and South Kordofan could reach emergency 
levels of food insecurity in early 2012. 
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
The RCSO reported that the UN Interim Security Force in Abyei (UNISFA) is expected to reach the full strength of 
4,200 peacekeepers within coming weeks. Last week, the number of Ethiopian peacekeepers deployed as part of 
UNISFA stood at 2,863 troops, representing about 68 per cent of the total strength.  
 
Reports from UNISFA patrols and local people indicated that the number of displaced people crossing the Banton 
Bridge (linking Agok and Abyei town) and going to areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River continues to 
increase. While last week up to 60 people were crossing the Banton Bridge daily heading to areas south of Abyei 
town, the number has increased this week to around 150-200 people per day. Most of them are still conducting 
“one-day” visits while some are bringing their belongings and establishing some of their family members in the 
southern part of the Abyei Administrative Area.  
 
During an earlier assessment conducted by UNHCR in Agok, displaced people from Abyei reported that women 
from Lou and Gungurang villages (north-eastern part of Abyei area) have also started to “go and see” their places 
of origin. The displaced community in Agok reported that most of the people visiting their places of origin were 
only walking along the roads and were avoiding unmarked locations thanks to Mine Risk Education (MRE) 
sessions as well as UNISFA’s advice. 
 
The UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS), through its contractor MECHEM Ltd, has resumed demining activities in 
Abyei. UNMAS has started clearing of the road to Rumameer, Marial Achak, Aweluum to Leu and then to Dokura. 
The fast clearance of this ring road is a key priority to facilitate UNISFA patrols, which will be followed by a 
second clearance round to ensure safety prior to use by humanitarian agencies. 
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The end of November - early December marks the start of the annual southward migration of pastoralists. 
UNISFA patrols during the week continued to observe nomads moving with their cattle within the Abyei area.  
Pastoralists were observed in Farouk, Askar, Mekenis, Diffra, Balom, Noong, Um Khariet, Todach, Goli and 
Dokura. Some nomads and cattle have also been observed within Abyei town. UNISFA patrols observed 146 
nomads with around 20,000 livestock. All the animals were generally moving in the direction of Dokura/Abyei 
town. The patrols have not been able to cover the entire northern parts of Abyei area and therefore it is not 
possible to make an estimate of the total numbers of the Misseriya herds that might be within the Abyei area. It is 
also very likely that some of the cattle mentioned above are the same but observed in different locations. Overall, 
the number of cattle within the Abyei area continues to increase, according to UNISFA.  
 
As part of UNISFA’s on-going engagement with both Dinka Ngok and Misseriya communities, the UNISFA head 
of mission held a meeting with Misseriya leaders in Muglad on 29 November. The request by the head of mission 
to slow down the nomads’ movement towards Abyei town was agreed by the Misseriya leaders. Concerns of 
possible confrontation and conflict between the Misseriya and Dinka Ngok over access to water and pastures as 
the pastoralists migrate southwards have been raised by aid workers. The head of mission also raised concerns 
about small arms proliferation in the Abyei area, while the Misseriya leaders reported that they had no idea of 
armed groups and that only armed nomads with cattle were accountable to them.   
 
Meanwhile, UNHCR reported that the displaced community in Agok (Malual Aleu), surrounding areas and those in 
Twic County (Mayan Abun, Turalei, Malual Achot), South Sudan are still waiting for the complete withdrawal of 
SAF from Abyei area before they will return. While UNISFA’s presence in Abyei has increased the confidence of 
all displaced, insecurity upon return and food security remains their primary concerns.  
 
 
4. North-South population movements 
  
The movement of people of South Sudanese origin from Sudan to various destinations in South Sudan continues.  
IOM South Sudan reported that between 23 and 29 November 3,800 people returned to South Sudan from 
Sudan. The total number of returnees who arrived in South Sudan since October 2010 is 356,138 people. 
 
At the same time, on average 85-100 people are arriving daily in the Kosti way-station from various parts of 
Sudan with a view to receive transport assistance to return to South Sudan, according to IOM. The agency also 
reports that there are currently more than 12,600 people at the Kosti way-station.  
 
Despite earlier delays, preparations are underway at the way-station for the transportation of some 3,000 people 
– the final part of the 6,000 returnee caseload movement funded by the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF). The tentative departure date for the convoy comprising four passenger and eight luggage barges is 20 
December. The teams on the ground are prioritising returnees without luggage. Even with the luggage restriction 
of one small lorry per family, the number of luggage barges is not sufficient. The governments of Sudan and 
South Sudan are yet to provide the 12 extra luggage barges required to accommodate returnees’ excess luggage.   
 
Approximately 50 per cent of returnees at the way-station are believed to have malaria, according to IOM. 
Partners at the way-station are increasing mosquito net distributions and preparing to accelerate malaria 
awareness sessions to address the outbreak.  A polio-vaccination for children under five will also take place in the 
coming week. 
 
Meanwhile, preparations are underway to transport approximately 80 vulnerable persons and those 
accompanying them by air to Juba. These returnees at the way-station are not able to travel by barge or train. 
IOM will transport them to Khartoum where they will board a chartered flight to Juba. As many of the returnees do 
not have ID cards, HAC-IDP Centre and the Civil Aviation Authority are currently reviewing the list of vulnerable 
persons to facilitate their passage through Khartoum international airport.  
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5. Darfur                                                                          
 
A number of security incidents involving displaced people were reported in Darfur this week. UNAMID reported 
that a shooting incident on 29 November in Zamzam IDP camp in North Darfur left one IDP killed and another two 
injured. Armed men in military fatigues allegedly attempted to loot two shops in the camp. The injured received 
first aid at an international NGO medical facility in the camp and were later transferred to El Fasher hospital. In 
Abu Shouk IDP camp community leaders expressed concern about the security situation in the camp, particularly 
random shootings by unknown armed elements, UNAMID reported.  
 
Security incidents were also reported in Zalingei, West Darfur. On 29 November, a displaced man and his wife 
were attacked by unidentified number of armed people at the entrance of Hassahisa IDP camp in Zalingei. The 
woman died at the scene while the husband was badly injured and hospitalised. On 26 November, some 
displaced people who were coming back to the Hamediya camp in Zalingei from their farms after having 
harvested their crops were attacked and robbed by an armed gang. 
 
An outbreak of diphtheria has been reported in North Darfur’s El Taweisha locality. On 1 December, UNAMID 
facilitated the transportation of a medical team from the World Health Organization (WHO) and SMoH to El 
Taweisha locality. The team will reinforce the health personnel on the ground to contain the spread of diphtheria 
in the area. There are nine confirmed and 100 suspected cases of diphtheria, according to WHO and SMoH. 
About 12 children are suspected to have died from the disease in the locality.  
 
On 29 November, the head of Zalingei rural hospital reported that the hospital is running short of medicines and 
medical supplies. Out of the total 934 existing health facilities in Greater Darfur, 76 per cent are functioning, 
according to the WHO Health Resources Availability Mapping System (HeRAMS) 3rd Quarter 2011 report. All rural 
hospitals, 93 per cent of primary healthcare centres, 70 per cent of basic health units and 69 per cent of mobile 
clinic are functioning, according to the report. In West Darfur, 75 per cent of the 173 functioning health facilities 
are fully managed and supported by NGOs and UN agencies, while only 42 health facilities (24 per cent) are 
managed by SMoH.  
 
Meanwhile, an inter-agency mission was conducted to Malha locality in North Darfur this week. The mission 
reported that crops failed in the locality this year due to drought, while in the grazing zones pastures were also 
affected. Most of the livestock owners have started moving with their animals southwards to Umm Keddada and 
North Kordofan due to the drought (This migration usually takes place in early February-March). Tribal leaders 
have started negotiating with neighbouring tribes to avoid any tensions/frictions that might rise due to this early 
movement. Local HAC added that the areas that were most seriously affected by drought are Wadi Mariga, Umm 
Byada, Foda, Hadadiat, Hatan, Marsoos, Shakhakh and Ushar. The locality is characterised by very limited 
livelihood options as most of the local population are pastoralists. 
 


