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1. Brief description of the emergency and impact 

Continuous rains for more than two weeks have resulted in widespread flooding in Myanmar, with the worst 
affected areas being Ayeyarwady Delta, Pagu, Kayin, Mon and Taninthayi regions. According to OCHA, the 
flood affected areas are 8 townships in Ayeyarwady Delta region, 6 in Pagu region, 6 in Kayin State, and one 
township in Mon State. The Ayeyarwady Delta region is the worst affected with hundreds of villages and 
thousands of hectares of farm lands, especially those located in low lying  areas and adjacent to rivers,  being 
inundated. This has resulted in extensive damage to standing paddy crops, houses, livestock and 
infrastructure. People and animals from several villages have been evacuated and relocated to other villages, 
religious buildings, schools and temporary camps. So far, no deaths or missing people have been reported.   

2. Why is an ACT response needed 

Pathein-Myaung Mya Karen Baptist Association (PMA) - a partner of several of the ACT Myanmar forum 
members is operational in the Ayeyarwady Delta region and already responding to the floods.  Recent reports 
indicate  that 75,288 people (38,738 men and , 36,550 women) in 168 villages are seriously affected by the 
flood waters and in dire need of relief and early recovery assistance. World Vision is responding in 30 villages 
and the rest are struggling to cope with internal resources only.  

3. National and international response 

The General Administration Department (GAD) is taking the lead in responding to the emergency situation. 
Political parties, private companies, INGOs/UN/LNGOs and civil societies, including church based organizations, 
are trying to complement the GAD’s efforts by helping in evacuation, providing shelter, food and other basic 
needs. OCHA reported that GAD has identified priority needs as being food and NFIs. The needs will escalate, 
should the flooding continue for a longer period of time.  

4. ACT Alliance response and planned activities  

While coordinating on a regular basis the ACT Myanmar forum is in constant contact with PMA and other 
agencies. The needs assessment is being conducted by PMA and the proposal for the relief and rehabilitation 
will come soon.  

Most of the ACT members in Myanmar are not operational themselves and thus would rely heavily on the 
capacity and efficiency of PMA. The relief and early recovery proposal would be submitted to ACT and 
individual organizations, after receipt from PMA. The components of capacity building and technical support 
for promoting quality and accountability standards will be included in the appeal. 

5. Constraints 

Several significant constraints are being faced: 
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 transportation; as roads, including Pathein-Yangon main road, are blocked by water and most private 

express transport has come to a halt,  

 internet connection broken due to weather and bad connections, 

 lack of rapid accessibility of information on the situation due to local capacity and few responding 

agencies. 

 

Any funding indication or pledge should be communicated to Jean-Daniel Birmele, Director of Finance 
(jbi@actalliance.org) 
 
For further information please contact: 
ACT Senior Programme Officer, Sudhanshu S. Singh (phone +41 22 791 6035 or mobile phone +41 79 285 2916) 
or 
ACT Deputy General Secretary, Rebecca Larson (phone +41 22 791 6069 or mobile phone +41 79 376 1711) 
 


