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1. Situation Update 
 
No major rains fell in the affected area during the last month. Even when 
most of the communities are now reachable by road, there are still a few 
areas that remain isolated due to flooded roads.New cold fronts impacted El 
Chaco region though, hindering the current situation of the floods-affected 
families.  
 
The mission of the Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and 
the UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) visited the floods-
affected area witnessing the harsh conditions of the families. The mission 
recommended an immediate response to urgent needs, as well as a 
prolonged food assistance given the impact of the floods on the household 
food and income sources. They confirmed that access to food is very limited 
to the majority of families in the affected area, particularly the indigenous 
population, after losing their main sources of income coming out of small 
agriculture production and temporary jobs. 
 
The mission recommended the UN Country Team to request support from the 
CERF. It coordinated with the UNETE to prepare a proposal which was 
granted by CERF on July 19.  The US$ 2.5 million amount approved by the 
CERF Secretariat will be used to reduce the gap between needs and available 
resources in the sectors of food, agriculture, water and sanitation, health and 
education.  
 
It includes a US$ 1.2 million to distribute almost 1,000 mt to 10,000 families 
(some 50,000 persons) with food for a period of 2 months. This contribution 
will be implemented in a second phase, once the current operationis finished 
by mid-August. Teams in Asunción, La Paz and Panama prepared the 
documents of a new EMOP during the last week of July. A full review of the 
project document and the budget by the PRC will take place on August 3rd. 
 
The WFP EMOP and the operations other UN Agencies are planning to 
implement using the CERF contribution will partially alleviate the immediate 
needs for approximately six months. However, FAO estimated that the 
soonest that the affected families will start the next harvest, thus their food 
and income sources, is January 2013.  
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An EFSA is under preparation by WFP, FAO, Plan International and other UN 
Agencies and NGOs. Data collection in the field is expected during the second 
half of August. The results will be available late September. The emergency 
operation will be fully reviewed at that time to adjust it to the needs of the 
beneficiaries. 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture forecasted intense rainfalls since October 2012, 
that will last until March 2013e. Given the temperatures in the Pacific Ocean, 
it is likely that a new El Niño phenomenon could develop until the end of the 
year.  
 
On July 31th, the UNCT had a meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
The humanitarian operation in El Chaco and the contribution confirmed by 
CERF were discussed. The Minister expressed his gratitude and support from 
the Government to the response being provided. 
 
 
2. Implementation and operations update 

 
WFP finished the first round of distributions for more than 8,206 families, 
some 41,000 persons. From 6 to 31 of July, 405.6mt were distributed. The 
distributed food will last for one month. Some delays were experienced 
during the distribution, as rains made some communities inaccessible. 
 
Most of the distributions were carried out by road. Only in a few cases, food 
had to be delivered by helicopter. The distributions were carried out by  the 
SEN using trucks, helicopters and riverboats. Fuel and DSA costs paid by the 
Government to distribute WFP food were partially funded by Plan 
International.  
 
Three WFP food monitors accompanied the distributions. A PI officer from the 
Regional Bureau was part of the mission to Alto Paraguay. 
 

Departments Municipality 
Number of 

communities 

Number 
of 

villages 

Number 
of 

families 
MT 

1. Presidente 
Hayes 

 
2. Boquerón 
 
3. Alto 

Paraguay 

1. Puerto Pinasco  
2. Teniente Esteban 

Martinez 
3. Gral Bruguez 
4. Teniente Irala 

Fernandez  
5. Villa Hayes  
6. Mariscal Estigarribia 
7. Loma Plata 
8. Neuland 
9. Bahia Negra 
10. Fuerte Olimpo 
11. Puerto Casado 
12. Carmelo Peralta 

74 162 8206 405.6 
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Early August, WFP will start to distribute the second and final round of 
monthly rations, around 272.0 mt for a total of 677.6 mt for the entire IR-
EMOP. 
 
3. Resourcing Update 
 
After supporting 16,000 families during the first response, the government 
estimated that at least 10,000 families will need a longer humanitarian 
assistance of six months due to the level of damage of their livelihoods and 
the persistent rains. FAO estimates that food assistance will be needed until 
January 2013 when the affected households will start to harvest their 
crops.Under this scenario, the food gap is close to 2,000 mt. 
 
The CERF contribution to WFP will help to reduce the food gap by 1,000 mt 
leaving an unfurnished need of another 1,000 mt. 
 
WFP is about to approve an Emergency Operation (EMOP) to support the 
Government of Paraguay to assist the affected families until January 2013 
when they will recover their food sources. The EMOP is expected to start 
operations on August 15th, for a period of 4 months. It will be almost fully 
resourced by the CERF contribution. 
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