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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 17 – 23 July 2012, with 

hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information on the 

topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of the Afghanistan 

Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

  
 

Economic Development                     Steven A. Zyck ► steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
                                    

S and EU sanctions against Iran are reportedly taking a toll on Afghanistan, writes The 

Wall Street Journal. Weak economic conditions in Iran are pushing the Iranian gov-

ernment to expel thousands of Afghan refugees and labour migrants, including those 

who have resided legally in Iran for years. Afghanistan’s Deputy Commerce Minister, Mu-

zammil Shinwari, says that the Afghan government is “hugely concerned” about the situation 

and notes that Afghans working in Iran “will likely be the first to lose their jobs”. The return of 

working-age Afghans to Afghanistan is reportedly straining the country’s economy, which is 

already facing challenges as a result of declining international spending. Afghans working in 

Iran, who had previously sent money home to Afghanistan as remittances on a regular basis, 

are no longer able to do so, and the return of Afghans is likely to increase unemployment and 

potentially drive down wages. There may also be security implications. According to Heather 

Barr of Human Rights Watch, there is “[a] huge influx of desperately poor unemployed people 

is also not great for security, especially if one potential employer for some of them is the Tali-

ban.” The international sanctions against Iran are also having additional effects for Afghani-

stan. Unable to sell products domestically or export them abroad due to the weak economy, de-

preciation of the Iranian currency and international sanctions, Iranian businesses have reported-

ly dumped cut-price goods on Afghan markets, thus undercutting Afghan traders and produc-

ers. For instance, one Afghan businessman indicated that a cheap supply of Iranian gypsum 

had forced him to lay off 70 employees at his gypsum factory in western Afghanistan. 

Eight companies, including Exxon Mobil, have expressed interest in six oil and gas blocks in 

the Afghan-Tajik basin, the rights to which are being auctioned off by the Afghan government, 

says Reuters. According to Chakib Khelil, former Algerian oil minister, “Exxon would not go 

into an area unless the areas are very promising.” Analysts believe that the involvement of 

Exxon Mobil, one of world’s largest oil companies, may lead other major energy firms to be-

come interested in Afghanistan’s natural resources. Afghanistan reportedly has approximately 

1.9 billion barrels of technically recoverable crude oil, a relatively small amount compared 

with countries like Iran (137 billion barrels) or Iraq (115 billion barrels). Furthermore, it is not 

yet known what proportion of that oil could be extracted in an affordable manner. However, 

this small amount of oil could ultimately prove economically significant for Afghanistan. If oil 

prices average out to around USD 100 per barrel in the coming years, the country could earn 

approximately USD 9.1 billion per year if it is able to produce at least a quarter million barrels 

per day. Afghanistan also reportedly has 59 trillion cubic feet of natural gas, or roughly half the 

amount in Iraq. While these figures have been 

known for several months, this is the first time a 

major portion of Afghanistan’s energy resources 

have been tendered; rights to a smaller segment 

of the Afghan-Tajik basin were awarded to the 

Chinese National Petroleum Company last year. 

The Afghan and Pakistani governments agreed 

on 19 July to extend a key bilateral trade agree-

ment to Tajikistan, according to the Associated 

Press of Pakistan. The decision to extend the  
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Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA) was announced in a statement released shortly following a meeting between 

Pakistani Prime Minister Raja Pervez Ashraf and Afghan President Hamid Karzai. The APTTA allows Afghanistan and Pakistan to 

send goods across one another’s territory free from many fees, customs or regulations, thus allowing them to reach markets further 

abroad more quickly and cost-effectively. The announcement also pledged both countries’ continued support for additional regional 

cooperation projects, including the CASA-1000 power line and the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) natural gas pipe-

line. 

Consumer prices in Afghanistan have remained largely stable over the course of the past week, says Pajhwok Afghan News. Previous-

ly, food prices, in particular, have risen at this time of year as Afghan families make large purchases in advance of the holy month of 

Ramadan, when large evening meals are customarily consumed by those able to afford them. Prices have reportedly been kept low by 

the large amounts of food imported by Afghan traders. 

The director of the Afghan government’s Central Statistics Organisation (CSO), Abdul Rahman Ghafoori, told Pajhwok that Afghani-

stan’s exports declined markedly between 2010 and 2011 but that the value of the country’s industrial production rose. He says that 

industrial production grew from AFN 8.79 billion (USD 181.91 million) in 2010 to AFN 10.66 billion (USD 220.63 million) in 2011. 

The source of this increase in industrial production, which is presented in the CSO’s latest statistical yearbook, is not further elaborat-

ed. With the World Bank reporting Afghanistan’s 2011 GDP as USD 20.34 billion, industrial production accounted for 1.08% of the 

country’s economy last year. 

Lastly, the BBC reports that the United States Geological Survey (USGS) has completed a “hyperspectral imaging” effort in Afghani-

stan. The project analysed light which was reflected from the surface of Afghanistan, allowing the USGS to identify particular miner-

als as well as snow and vegetation. The assessment, which was funded by the US Department of Defense’s Task Force for Business 

and Stability Operations (TFBSO) and the Afghan government, involved 28 flights over Afghanistan. The resulting maps cover 70% 

of the country. TFBSO director Jim Bullion told United Press International that “these maps clearly show the enormous size and vari-

ety of Afghanistan’s mineral wealth and position the country to become a world leader in the mineral sector”. Thus far two maps have 

been released based on the USGS assessment. These include one focused on iron and iron-bearing minerals (see below, left) and an-

other showing minerals principally containing carbon, silicon or sulphur (see below, right). 

         

 

Source: USGS, 2012; click on either map to access the high-resolution edition of the map from the USGS website. 

 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

 

aliban militants lashed two men in public on 21 July, witnesses and officials told Agence France-Presse (AFP). The men re-

ceived 40 lashes each with a leather whip in front of more than a hundred people in Charkh district of Logar province. The two 

men were reportedly apprehended by Taliban insurgents while trying to kidnap the son of a rich man three days earlier, a vil-

lager told AFP. A senior official in Charkh said that the local administration is currently undertaking an investigation into the matter. 

A local Taliban commander in the area told AFP that they had carried out the punishment to establish sharia law in the country. This 

comes as President Hamid Karzai admitted his administration is unable to deliver justice to the Afghan people despite years of interna-

tional funding and assistance, reports AFP. President Karzai said: “The reason that the people of Afghanistan in the villages and across 

the countryside, (even) in the cities, still seek justice through the traditional method is because the government neither has the ability 

to provide that justice nor can it be addressed on time. And sometimes […] instead of getting justice, they are getting injustice”. Presi-

T 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Consumer%20goods%20prices%20stabilise.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Exports%20dip.pdf
http://databank.worldbank.org/ddp/html-jsp/QuickViewReport.jsp?RowAxis=WDI_Ctry~&ColAxis=WDI_Time~&PageAxis=WDI_Series~&PageAxisCaption=Series~&RowAxisCaption=Country~&ColAxisCaption=Time~&NEW_REPORT_SCALE=1&NEW_REPORT_PRECISION=0&newReport=yes&ROW_COUNT=1&COLUMN_COUNT=10&PAGE_COUNT=1&COMMA_SEP=true
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-18882996
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Energy-Resources/2012/07/18/USGS-surveys-Afghan-natural-resources/UPI-32781342616601/
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/2/9/48356/World/International/Taliban-lash-men-in-public-in-Afghanistan-Official.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Logar.aspx
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific/view/1214237/1/.html
http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3152/B/pdf/sim3152bhyperspectal_map_iron.pdf
http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3152/A/pdf/sim3152ahyperspectal_map.pdf
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dent Karzai’s statement comes as Human Rights Watch also condemned Afghanistan’s justice system, saying UN studies have shown 

“prosecutors and judges to be among the most corrupt officials in Afghanistan”.  

For the first time, an Afghan military court has convicted an Afghan soldier for the killing of International Security Assistance Force 

troops, states The New York Times. Afghan officials said the court sentenced the man to death for the murder of four French soldiers in 

January in Kapisa province. The AFP also reports that a man has been detained on murder charges in Nad Ali district of Helmand 

province after shooting dead his two daughters as punishment for running away with a young man. Police have issued an arrest war-

rant for the young man involved, who works as an interpreter with international military forces in Kandahar city. In similar news, the 

director of a Logar prison and former judge Sayed Nasir Ahmad was jailed for 16 years on 17 July for raping a teenage girl, says Reu-

ters. The victim’s lawyer, Mohammad Mujahid Moram, told a Kabul courtroom that “[h]e raped Asifa and threatened to kill her if she 

told anyone”. Ahmad denied the charges, saying “I am being framed by the local government because I stopped them unlawfully ob-

taining land”. 

US officials and Afghans in rural areas are concerned that local and provincial governments command virtually no resources and hold 

almost no authority, states The Washington Post. The article details the town of Karz, a farming area in the Dand district of Kandahar 

province, which is populated by relatives and tribesmen of President Karzai. Hashmat Karzai, a cousin of the president and prosperous 

tribal elder, holds no official government post but still receives many villagers who petition him for improved electricity or access to 

healthcare. Hashmat Karzai says: “This is what’s killing the people of Kandahar. You go try to see the governor, it’s impossible to see 

him. The police chief? The mayor? It would take a month to see them [...] There’s a distance between locals and the government”. The 

administrative head for Dand district, Ahmadullah Nazak, resigned last week, claiming his office received insufficient support from 

the provincial government, says Pajhwok Afghan News. Nazak’s office alleged that government staff working under the District De-

livery Programme had not received their salary payments for the past 10 months and that a district judge who had been appointed sev-

en months ago was yet to report for duty. Staffing local government offices has been a challenge in recent years, particularly since the 

Taliban began systematically assassinating local officials in insecure locations such as Kandahar. 

The New York Times has revealed details of a not-yet published 800-page report on human rights abuses in Afghanistan by the Af-

ghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC). Entitled “Conflict Mapping in Afghanistan Since 1978”, the study was 

commissioned by President Karzai in 2005 and was completed this past December. More than 500 Afghans are named in the report as 

having been involved in mass killings during the country’s civil war during the early-to-mid 1990s. The list of names reportedly in-

cludes insurgents as well as warlords and prominent government officials such as First Vice President Mohammad Qasim Fahim, Se-

cond Vice President Karim Khalili, Balkh provincial governor Atta Mohammed Noor and Abdul Rashid Dostum, leader of opposition 

party The National Front. According to Afghan rights advocates and Western officials, several former warlords have attempted to 

suppress the report by demanding that President Karzai dismiss the commissioner responsible, Ahmad Nader Nadery. Nadery was 

removed from his post in December, but officials denied it had anything to do with the AIHRC report. Human rights activists are 

pushing for the prosecution of individuals who direct and perpetrate human rights abuses, but some foreign officials in Afghanistan 

have reportedly expressed concern that the report could exacerbate tensions within the country and lead to added violence.  

The AIHRC and representatives from more than 50 civil society groups have asked all parties to the war to declare a ceasefire during 

the holy month of Ramadan, reports Pajhwok. Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said the fight against foreigners would not 

cease, calling it a duty as important as fasting. 

Two members of the Zabul’s Provincial Peace Council (PPC) have joined the insurgency, according to an official cited by Pajhwok. 

Mullah Mohammad Yousaf and Mullah Zeba allegedly resigned their membership in the PPC after an insurgent had threatened 25 

religious scholars and instructed them to cut their ties to the government. The two men have, since resigning, purportedly moved to 

Quetta, in Pakistan. Zabul resident Wahidullah said a number of clerics and schoolteachers were leaving Qalat, the provincial capital, 

as a result of the threat from a local Taliban commander named Mullah Najmuddin. 

Reuters is reporting that Pakistan and Afghanistan have agreed to resume regular talks on Afghanistan’s peace process. Pakistani 

Prime Minister Raja Pervez Ashraf promised to help arrange meetings between Afghan officials and Taliban representatives. The Af-

ghan and Pakistani leaders also agreed to resume meetings of the Peace Commission. The Peace Commission, suspended last year, 

draws together political and military leaders from both countries. Pajhwok notes that Asharaf, on his first official visit to Kabul since 

taking office, met with opposition leaders associated with the Afghanistan National Front. He told opposition leaders that Pakistan 

attached great importance to friendly relations with all Afghan ethnic groups.  

The Independent Election Commission (IEC) held an advisory meeting with representatives of political parties on 18 July to provide a 

framework of cooperation in order to help ensure that the upcoming presidential election is free from fraud and corruption, writes Ari-

ana News. IEC officials stated that the election body will be transparent in how it works with political parties and will uphold the Af-

ghan constitution to protect the interest of the people of Afghanistan. IEC President Fazal Ahmad Mahnawe cited several problems 

that the IEC hopes to overcome, including insecurity, a lack of exact population figures and the absence of voter statistics. 

The US House of Representatives has approved a bill that would require the US Secretary of State to report to Congress on whether 

the Haqqani Network meets the criteria to be designated as a foreign terrorist organisation, reports National Public Radio. The US 

government has sanctioned top Haqqani Network leaders but is still reviewing whether to label the entire organisation a terrorist 

group. The measure now heads to the US Senate for further approval. 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/NYT%20-%20CourtConvictsAfgSoldierAttackFrench.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kapisa.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/world/afghan-man-kills-two-daughters-in-honour-killing/story-fnd134gw-1226432283336
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/07/17/afghanistan-rape-trial-idINDEE86G0DX20120717
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/WP%20-%20FearGovtFailProvideAfterUSLeaves.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20DistrictChiefQuits.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/NYT%20-%20TopAfghansTiedtoCivilWarCarnage.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20CivilSocietyUrgeRamadanTruce.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20ZabulPeaceNegotiatorsDefectInsurgents.pdf
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/07/19/afghanistan-trilateral-idINDEE86I0FI20120719
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20TrilateralSummitBacksInclusivePeaceTalks.pdf
http://ariananews.af/regional/advisory-meeting-held-between-independent-election-commission-and-political-parties/
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=156936209
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Security & Force Protection                                                Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org   

 
ustralia has initiated the transition of security responsibility for Uruzgan province to Afghan forces, Channel News Asia re-

ports. The bulk of Australia’s 1,550 troops are based in Uruzgan. According to Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard, “[t]he 

start of transition in Uruzgan reflects the progress made by Afghan, Australian and International Security Assistance Force 

(ISAF) military and civilian teams in training and mentoring the Afghan National Security Forces and strengthening security and de-

velopment.” Gillard stated that the Uruzgan transition will be complete within 18 months. 

Pakistani demonstrators marched towards the Afghan border on 17 July to protest their government’s decision to end the blockade 

which had prevented ISAF supplies from crossing Pakistan en route to Afghanistan since late 2011, Agence France-Presse (AFP) re-

ports. The march was organised by Pakistan’s Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) party, which consists of a coalition of right-wing and Islamist 

groups. JI leaders announced that 50,000 people would protest, but only around 8,000 people participated. The protest march went 

from Peshawar to the nearby town of Jamrud, close to the Afghan border. 

A bomb destroyed 22 trucks carrying supplies to ISAF bases in northern Afghanistan, reported Reuters. Eighteen fuel trucks and four 

supply vehicles were parked in Aibak, the capital of Samangan province, when the bomb detonated, destroying the trucks and wound-

ing one person, according to local police. The Taliban took responsibility for the attack. Samangan is the same province where promi-

nent anti-Taliban lawmaker Ahmad Khan Samangani was killed on 14 July in a suicide bomb attack at his daughter’s wedding; that 

attack also killed 22 other guests (see the 17 July 2012 Afghanistan Review for further information). 

Up to 200 tribesmen gathered in Alishing, in Laghman province, to openly defy the Taliban, AFP reported. “We’re fed up with the 

Taliban and their brutal aggressions against our people,” tribal elder Ghulam Rasoul stated. Analysts cited by AFP caution that this 

demonstration of defiance may be seen as an attempt by local militia leaders to assert power ahead of the 2014 withdrawal of interna-

tional troops. Laghman provincial spokesman Sarhadi Zwak said that Alishing’s revolt was the latest in a series of upheavals across 

the province. A similar movement was seen in Ghazni province in May, which a senior Interior Ministry source described as an at-

tempt to keep the Taliban out and re-open dozens of schools that the insurgents had closed.  

Eight civilians, including a woman and a child, died on 19 July when their vehicle struck a roadside bomb in Faryab province; six oth-

ers were wounded, AFP reports. According to provincial police chief Abdul Khaliq Aqsai, a police convoy had been passing by when 

the bomb exploded. On 20 July, a similar roadside bomb killed five Afghan policemen, including a district police chief, in Uruzgan 

province, according to AFP. “Initially, the Taliban insurgents attacked a security checkpost. When the district chief along with his 

men went to respond, his vehicle struck a roadside bomb,” provincial police investigative director Gulab Khan said. 

Three civilian advisers (two from the United States and one from the United Kingdom) were killed by by an Afghan policeman in 

Herat province on 21 July, the Associated Press reports. An official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said two other people 

were wounded, including an Afghan translator and a fourth civilian adviser whose nationality was not disclosed. The victims were 

training members of the Afghan National Police (ANP). Officials noted that the gunman was a graduate of the police training centre 

and was a member of the centre’s protection unit. He was killed by return fire. In another incident, a NATO statement said two ISAF 

service members were wounded on 22 July when an Afghan soldier opened fire on them in northern Afghanistan. 

An airstrike in Khost province on 19 July killed a local Haqqani Network leader, according to Khaama Press. ISAF issued a statement 

on 20 July which said that Afghan and ISAF forces had conducted a search for the Haqqani leader, Abdul Wali. During the operation, 

the combined security forces called for a precision airstrike. The ISAF statement confirmed that Abdul Wali and one other insurgent 

had been killed in the strike and further notes that no civilians were injured in the attack. Abdul Wali led a Haqqani cell that special-

ised in producing improvised explosive devices used in attacks against Afghan and ISAF forces.  

 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                           Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 
 

ast week, a bilateral meeting took place to discuss the Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas pipeline and to review the progress of the con-

struction, reports The Nation. The Iranian delegation raised concerns regarding the slow pace of construction on the Pakistani 

side, reiterating that if Pakistan failed to purchase gas from Iran by 31 December 2014 it would be charged USD 1 million per 

day in penalties which had previously been agreed by the two countries. The Iranian delegation also informed the Pakistani representa-

tive that Iran had completed the construction of its portion of the pipeline. Iran offered USD 500 million, compressors and technical 

support to assist Pakistan in completing its part of the IP pipeline. Furthermore, Iran showed its willingness to decrease the tariff it 

applies to the gas. Pakistani officials reassured Iran that their obligations under the natural gas purchase agreements would be fulfilled. 

Pakistan is reportedly considering how to select the company which will construct the remaining Pakistani portion of the IP gas pipe-

line. Russia recently offered a government-to-government agreement to provide support to Pakistan to help it complete the IP pipeline.   

The World Bank and the Afghan Ministry of Finance (MoF) signed a USD 125 million grant agreement to support the rehabilitation 

of rural roads in Afghanistan, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. The rehabilitation works will be carried out under the Afghanistan Rural 

A 

L 

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific/view/1213957/1/.html?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Uruzgan.aspx
http://gulfnews.com/news/world/pakistan/anti-nato-pakistanis-march-on-afghan-border-1.1050344?
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/taliban-bomb-destroys-22-nato-supply-trucks-in-afghan-north?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Samangan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/Afghanistan_Review/CFC_Afghanistan-Review-17JUL12.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Laghman.aspx
http://dawn.com/2012/07/20/tribesmen-rise-up-against-afghan-taliban/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2012/07/19/227235.html?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Faryab.aspx
http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-59690-Afghan-bomb-kills-five-police:-officials--?
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/world-new/2012/jul/23/nato-reports-2-americans-1-brit-killed-afghanistan-ar-2076806/?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Khost.aspx
http://www.khaama.com/nato-airstrike-kill-local-haqqani-leader-in-khost-province-651/?
mailto:rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/business/18-Jul-2012/iran-concerned-over-slow-pace-of-work-on-ip-gasline
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/WB%20gives%20$125m%20grant%20to%20repair%20rural%20roads%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
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Access Project (ARAP) and will focus on secondary and tertiary roads as well as bridges. ARAP’s objective is to increase the number 

of people living within two km of all-season roads. The project’s estimated cost will be USD 332 million; USD 125 million will be 

funded directly by the World Bank. The rest is being financed through the Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund, a multi-donor pool 

administered by the World Bank. Afghanistan’s tertiary road network is estimated at 80,000 km, of which only 7,000 km are accessi-

ble in all seasons. The Afghan Deputy Finance Minister, Mustafa Mastoor, said that “connecting villages with each other and with 

towns and cities will not only improve villagers’ welfare but also help bring peace, stability and prosperity. If one village is connected 

with another, new employment opportunities will open up, access to basic services such as health and education will improve and 

businesses will prosper.” 

A recent article by the Inter Press Service questions whether an excess of international aid could have implications for stability in Af-

ghanistan. While some analysts have recently raised concerns that Afghanistan will face instability due to a lack of international aid in 

the coming years, others indicate that too much foreign assistance can be as damaging as too little. Leading Afghanistan expert Anto-

nio Giustozzi says that a reduction of international aid could be positive “because it brings the level of expenditure more in line with 

what realistically can be absorbed by Afghan society”. The World Bank also suggests that “a decline to a more normal level of aid will 

present not only risks, but also opportunities for Afghanistan to transition to a more stable, self-reliant, and sustainable economy.” 

Giustozzi says that Afghan society and the Afghan state have over the years become embedded “in a form of patronage that creates 

dependency but does not stimulate development”. He says Afghanistan needs a “gradual detoxification” and recommends that the lev-

el of aid should decline slowly but progressively. Experts indicate that lower volumes of aid may also help to reduce corruption within 

the Afghan government. 

The United Nations Children’s Fund, the Swedish Committee for Afghanistan, Save the Children and other agencies have pledged to 

provide 415 villages with mobile schools in Nangarhar province, reports Pajhwok. In total there will be 95 mobile schools that will 

reach 20,000 students. International donors will pay each of the teachers working for the mobile schools AFN 5,000 (USD 103) per 

month. The programme will focus on priority areas where girls are deprived of education. Likewise, vulnerable groups like the Kuchi,  

will also be targeted by the initiative.   

Afghanistan’s first all-female Internet café, the Sahar Gul Café, has attracted dozens of women since opening day, reports Radio Free 

Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL). The discrete café, which is equipped with more than a dozen laptops, a library, comfortable cushions 

and a modest cantina, has given women the opportunity to study and socialise free from the scrutiny of men. Homiyra Bakhshi, project 

manager and a member of YoungWomen4Change, which created the café, says it has become a refuge: “We have created this Internet 

café in a way that ensures young Afghan girls and women who come to use our facilities here feel safe and relaxed.” The café charges 

AFN 50 (USD 1.03) per hour for web access, significantly less than other cafés in Kabul. The café receives donations from local and 

foreign charities. It was named in honour of the 15-year-old Afghan bride who was imprisoned and brutally abused at the hands of her 

husband after she refused to become a prostitute.  

Free speech activists have recently launched a campaign using social media tools such as Facebook and Twitter to clarify the compet-

ing claims between NATO and Taliban, Reuters notes The executive director of Afghan media advocacy group Nai, Abdul Mujeeb 

Khalyatgar, claims that “social media is a free tool to use to transfer information without the influences of the government, warlords, 

or Talibs”. For years, foreign troops have fought with the insurgents on Twitter over the extent of victories against one another, and 

Afghan journalists are locked in a row with their government over press freedoms and new media laws. The problem, according to 

Khalyatgar, is the ability to reach a sufficient number of people given that only two million of the Afghanistan’s roughly 30 million 

people have Internet access. 

The British military sent a transport plane to Afghanistan carrying more than 843 stolen artefacts dating as far back as the Bronze Age, 

reports The Independent. The majority of the items were stolen from Afghan museums during the past 30 years of war and from illegal 

excavations of archaeological sites. Many of the objects were found by British customs officials when they were smuggled into the 

United Kingdom while others came to light thanks to the Art and Antiques Unit of the Metropolitan Police. Amongst the artefacts 

returned are first-century AD furniture decorations known as the Bergram Ivories and a sculpture of Buddha from the second or third 

century.   

 

http://www.ipsnews.net/2012/07/to-aid-afghanistan-offer-less-aid/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Nangarhar%20to%20have%20415%20mobile%20schools%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
http://www.rferl.org/content/exclusive-internet-cafe-connects-afghan-women-to-the-world/24647840.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-afghanistan-mediabre86l08p-20120722,0,4240284.story
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/uk-returns-stolen-artefacts-to-afghanistan-7959239.html
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The Pakistani government has restored power to the Afghan refugee camps in the north-western province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 

reports Pajhwok. Electricity was cut off last month by the Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA); since then, fami-

lies living in the camps faced many problems, including a lack of access to drinking water. Najib Nangyal, a representative of the 

Afghan students at the University of Peshawar, told Pajhwok that “power has been restored to our camp in honour of Ramadan”. A 

WAPDA official said that three months ago it was decided to charge the refugees the same electricity tariffs as other citizens. As 

the refugees did not pay the bills, a debt of PKR 5 million (USD 52,954) accrued, and WAPDA cut off electricity. However, as a 

result of pressure from the Consul General of Afghanistan in Peshawar and a Pakistani court, WAPDA officials decided to restore 

electricity during Ramadan. 

Several maps have been released during in the last week. The Humanitarian Response Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Cluster published a map detailing activities conducted in 2011 in Afghanistan’s North and North-East provinces. Likewise, the 

United States Agency for International Development (USAID), iMMAP and Caritas released two maps showing the location of 

new water points and latrines in Dai Kundi province. USAID and the European Union have published an Emergency Response 

Mechanism Hazard Map covering the period from January to July 2012 for Dai Kundi province. Finally, USAID, the Famine Ear-

ly Warning System Network, iMMAP and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations released a map showing 

production and trade flows for Afghan wheat.       

Humanitarian Update 

  

 “Afghanistan Consolidated Appeal Mid-Year Review 2012”, United Nations, July 2012.  

 “Afghanistan Monthly Progress Report: June 2012”, Department of International Development, Foreign & Commonwealth 

Office and Ministry of Defence, July 2012. 

 “Winning Hearts and Minds through Development? Evidence from a Field Experiment in Afghanistan”, Policy Research Work-

ing Paper 6129, World Bank, July 2012 by Andrew Bath, Fotini Christia and Ruben Enikolopov. 

 “Afghanistan Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2010-2011”, UNCIEF and Central Statistics Organisation, July 2012. 

 “Health Cluster Report: January – June 2012”, World Health Organization, July 2012. 

 “Humanitarian Bulletin: June 2012”, OCHA, July 2012. 

 “Religious Movements, Militancy and Conflict in South Asia: Cases from India, Pakistan and Afghanistan”, Center for Strate-

gic and International Studies, July 2012. 

 “Fixing Afghanistan’s Electoral Systems: Arguments and Options for Reform”, Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit, 

July 2012 by Andrew Reynolds and John Carey.  

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like a publication to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The CFC is not 

obliged to print information regarding publications it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. Any notices submitted 

for publication in the “Afghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to Afghanistan and to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge management and information 

sharing institution. 
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