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Key Points 
• Fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N forces continued in parts of Blue Nile State. 
• After a re-registration exercise in South Sudan’s Unity State, UNHCR reports that the number of 

Sudanese refugees in South Sudan has been revised down from 171,000 to some 161,000 
people.  

• In Abyei, heavy rains continue to reduce mobility, affecting humanitarian operations. The 
distribution of non-food relief supplies continues in accessible areas.  

• Heavy rains and seasonal flooding damages property in parts of Darfur.  

 

 
1. South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
 
Security situation  
Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) 
forces in parts of Blue Nile State continued to affect civilians. According to reports received by the UN, on 21 July 
SPLM-N attacked a commercial convoy around 12km north of Bakory in Geissan locality. No civilian casualties 
were reported.  Further, reports received by the UN indicated SAF aerial bombardments took place on 22 July in 
Bau locality and around Yabus, south of Kurmuk town. Neither civilian casualties nor displacements were 
reported.    
 
Reports of armed clashes between the Misseriya and Rizeigat tribes in the Karkandy area, approximately 45km 
south-east of Muglad in South Kordofan were received by the UN. Three Misseriya tribesmen were reportedly 
killed.  No reports of civilian displacement were received following the clashes.  
 
Sudanese refugees in South Sudan and Ethiopia 
According to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), there are some 37,700 Sudanese refugees in camps in Ethiopia, 
primarily from Blue Nile State. As of 22 July, UNHCR reports that some 161,500 Sudanese refugees had fled to 
South Sudan.  These include some 104,400 refugees mainly from Blue Nile State in camps in Upper Nile State, 
as well as some 57,000 refugees from South Kordofan in three locations in Unity State - Yida, Pariang and Nyeel. 
UNHCR reports that the number of refugees in Unity State has been revised downward from the previous 
estimate of 66,000 refugees due to the ongoing re-registration of refugees. Since June 2011, approximately 
200,000 refugees from Blue Nile and South Kordofan have sought shelter in camps in South Sudan and Ethiopia.  
 
Food security 
According to the World Food Programme’s (WFP) June 2012 Sudan Food Security Update, low crop production 
and limited food availability in Blue Nile State is primarily due to insecurity. Geissan, Bau and Kurmuk localities 
have been particularly affected.  Insecurity may also pose a significant challenge during the upcoming planting 
season. As a result, food prices continue to rise in Blue Nile. In June, sorghum prices were 15 per cent higher 
than in May 2012 and 170 per cent higher than in June 2011.   
 
AU/LAS/UN initiative 
Under the auspices of the co-led Tripartite Initiative of the League of Arab States, the United Nations and the 
African Union, negotiations between the Government of Sudan and the SPLM-N to facilitate the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance in South Kordofan and Blue Nile are set to take place in Addis Ababa from 23 – 25 July, 
ahead of political talks, commencing 26 July.  
 
Humanitarian response 
Humanitarian organisations in Sudan are unable to enter SPLM-N-controlled areas in South Kordofan and Blue 
Nile due to insecurity and government restrictions. As of 22 July, 320 national staff from the UN and international 
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NGOs and eight international UN staff were present in government-controlled areas of South Kordofan. There are 
over 200 national staff of UN agencies and international NGOs in Blue Nile.  No international staff are present in 
Blue Nile.  
 
Rain and poor road conditions continue to affect the movement of humanitarian supplies in the east of South 
Kordofan, especially in Talodi and El Leri localities. In July, 1,367 metric tonnes (MT) of food was distributed to 
22,700 affected people in Abu Jubaiha, Rashad, Al Abassiya and Kalogi towns. Since food distributions started in 
May, WFP reports that 3,378 MT of food had been dispatched to South Kordofan, of which 2,262 MT has been 
distributed to 68,269 people.  
 
With the support from the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the national NGO Umserdiba 
Development Association has completed the distribution of 18 MT of seeds to 3,250 families in Abu Jubaiha. The 
national NGO Agric Extension distributed 40 MT of seeds to 15,500 families in Rashad and El Abassiya localities. 
As access to Talodi, El Leri and Kalogi remains difficult due to poor road conditions and a total of 34 MT of seeds 
have been pre-positioned in Abu Jubaiha. 
 
 
2. Abyei 
 
Heavy rains continue in Abyei and Agok limiting humanitarian access to people in need in most areas given the 
resulting poor or impassable roads. Road conditions have further disrupted routine UN Interim Security Force for 
Abyei (UNISFA) patrols in many parts of the Abyei area. 
 
Returns to Abyei continue, albeit at a very slow pace. UNISFA reported that an additional 300 people 
spontaneously returned to Abyei town over the past week. This brings the total number of returnees in Abyei town 
to 1,859 people. The total number of returnees to areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River is some 10,300 
people, according to humanitarian organisations. 
 
Humanitarian response 
The distribution of non-food relief supplies to displaced people continued during the past week. By 21 July, in 
Agok, 5,564 Non-Food Item (NFI) kits were distributed to displaced people in Agok and surrounding areas. In 
Abyei town, 2,037 NFI kits and some 1,000 plastic sheets were distributed to returnees. In total, some 7,600 
households have received NFIs assistance. 
 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), the health and nutrition situation in Abyei area is stable. 
However, there is no functioning health surveillance system in areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River due to 
lack of functioning health services, with Rumameer town having the only health facility operating north of the river.  
 
UNISFA has been trucking water to return areas lacking functioning hand pumps and water yards. The 
international NGO Mercy Corps with the support of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is constructing temporary 
learning spaces in Agok and surrounding villages, as well as supplying educational materials. To date, nine 
learning spaces are now complete and will be handed over to the local education department.  UNICEF will 
provide the educational materials. 
 
 
3. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Deadline for South Sudanese to obtain work permit and stay visa in Sudan 
The Protection Sector reported that the Sudanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a circular on 10 July stating 
that people of South Sudanese origin working for international and regional organisations and diplomatic missions 
in Sudan are required to obtain residency and work permits from the the Ministry of Foreign Affairs by 31 July. 
 
Registration of people of South Sudanese origin in eastern Sudan 
In eastern Sudan, the registration of people of South Sudanese origin by Sudanese immigration authorities has 
concluded in Kassala town and New Halfa. Registration is continuing in Gedaref, however, people of South 
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Sudanese origin in Gedaref have raised concerns about the lack of information on the security situation along the 
route to South Sudan.  
 
Reverse movements from South Sudan to South Darfur 
The protection sector reported that 100 people of South Sudanese origin returned from South Sudan to Abu Jabra 
camp in East Darfur earlier this month. Another 50 people also reportedly returned from South Sudan to Abu 
Matarig in East Darfur. Those who returned cite a lack of viable livelihood opportunities and food scarcity in South 
Sudan as their reason for returning to Sudan.  
 
As of 19 July, some 408,000 people of South Sudanese origin have returned from Sudan to South Sudan since 
organised returns started in late October 2010, according to IOM. 
 
 
4. Darfur  
 
Security situation and displacement 
According to reports received by the UN, on 19 July three villages in eastern Jebel Marra between Feina and 
Saboon Elfagur (approximately 135km north-west of Nyala, South Darfur) were bombed by SAF resulting in the 
death of four civilians.  
 
In North Darfur, the UN received reports that fighting between the SAF and the Sudan Revolutionary Front (SRF), 
a coalition of armed movements, has led to the displacement of some 550 people, mostly women and children, 
from Kushnai, Khartoum Jadid, Taradona, Luskini, and Kunjara North to camps in Tawila last week. According to 
IOM, most of the men in these villages are remaining behind to tend their agricultural land. Some women have 
indicated that they wish to return to their village once security improves. 
 
According to reports received by the UN, on 16 July inter-tribal fighting in occurred between the Awlad Rashid and 
Jararha tribes over farmland in Um Dafug, Hawak and Ab Salaba villages, South Darfur, resulting in seven people 
killed. No civilian displacements have been reported.  
 
Clashes over pasture took place on 16-17 July in East Darfur between the Misseriya and Rizeigat tribes near Um 
Shagag (approximately 100km south-east of Abu Jabra town) and Al Madkook (approximately 20km south-east of 
Abu Jabra town). According to reports received by the UN, 35 people were killed and 23 injured. In response, the 
Reconciliation Committee met and discussed the causes of the conflict and the need to deploy of security forces 
to prevent further fighting. The Reconciliation Committee was established in 2009 following heavy fighting 
between the Misseriya and Rizeigat that resulted in the death of 195 Misseriya, 80 Rezigat and 80 police officers.  
 
In North Darfur, the UN received reports of inter-tribal fighting between the Zaghawa and Birgid tribes in the 
village of Jemjem due to cattle rustling. An unconfirmed number of people were reportedly displaced to Zamzam 
IDP camp. 
 
On 22 July, leaders from Hamadiya camp in Zalingei in Central Darfur reported to the UN-African Union Mission 
in Darfur (UNAMID) that camp residents were afraid to access their farms due to intimidation by an armed group 
that attacked the camp on 9 July. UNAMID were requested by the camp residents to intensify patrols in and 
around the camp. 
 
Humanitarian assistance 
In Central Darfur, WFP has announced that only the 6,000 people who have agreed to be re-verified will receive 
food assistance in the Nertiti locality. Local sheikhs have reportedly resisted the WFP re-verification exercise and 
prevented most of the displaced population in the area taking part. The previous WFP caseload in the Nertiti 
locality was 42,047 people. 
 
Medical supplies belonging to the international NGO, International Medical Corps (IMC), have arrived in Zalingei 
after spending six months in Nyala awaiting government clearances. The 140 boxes of assorted medicines will be 
airlifted to the IMC clinics in Mukjar and Garsilla in Central Darfur. In South Darfur, the international NGO World 



 

This report is produced by UNOCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. 
Visit www.unocha.org/sudan for more information or send comments and inputs to ochasudan_feedback@un.org 
 

4/4

OCHA Sudan Weekly Humanitarian Bulletin 16 - 22 July 2012

Vision International (WVI) is handing over its primary health care clinics in Khor Abeche, Marshing, Manawashi 
and Goldi to the State Ministry of Health (SMoH). WVI is reportedly scaling back its activities due to a lack of 
funding.  
 
On 17 July, the SMoH in West Darfur launched a malaria vector control campaign. In 2011, 38,742 malaria cases 
were reported in West and Central Darfur States, representing 3.6 per cent of the total population. UNICEF is 
assisting the campaign with 250,000 mosquito nets. 
 
Following a recent mission to Kulbus in West Darfur, the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) sector outlined 
the need to rehabilitate hand pumps to service the 8,000 displaced people currently living in Kulbus. 
 
Heavy rains and flooding 
Heavy rains continue to cause damage to roads and homes in parts of Darfur. According to WVI, 200 homes in 
Diri village and Ed El Fursan locality, South Darfur, were damaged by heavy rains. WVI, with support from the UN 
Office for Project Services (UNOPS), distributed non-food relief supplies to those affected. In Belail locality, the 
national NGO Alhusnaa Charity Organisation reported 28 homes damaged in Ged Alhaboob from heavy rains and 
floods. UNAMID reported that, on 21 July, 63 shelters in Hamediya camp were destroyed by heavy rains. The 
number of affected families has not yet been verified.  
 
In Malha, North Darfur, only 11 out of 16 villages affected by heavy rains and floods have been assessed for 
damage. Assessments have been slow due to limited accessibility.  
 
According to the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) Climate Prediction Centre’s Africa 
Hazards Outlook, three consecutive weeks of above-average heavy rains across western Sudan have caused 
localized flash flooding, resulting in fatalities, damages to infrastructure and the loss of cattle. With additional 
heavy rain forecast for the next week, flash flooding risks will be elevated, FEWS NET reports. For the next week, 
heavy rains (>50mm) are expected across Ethiopia and western Sudan/eastern Chad, while below-average rains 
(5-30mm total) are forecast across central/eastern Sudan. 
 
 


