
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• The incidence of natural 

disasters was lowest in June 

for the first half of 2012.  

 

• Whirlwinds floods and 

landslides reduced in 

frequency but affected more 

people than in the 

corresponding six months of 

2011. 

 

• The Government of 

Indonesia responded 

sufficiently to the disasters.  

 

FIGURES 

Natural disasters (Jun) 

Natural disasters  12 

Total affected 
population 

975 

Casualties/Missing 14 

 

FUNDING 
Humanitarian 
Response Fund 

429,285  
Approved since January 
2012 (US$) 

 

1,094,589  
Balance (US$) 

 

Natural disasters & impact, Jan-June 2012 vs Jan-June 2011 
 

Source: OCHA & BNPB 

The number of natural disasters in June was 
lowest of the first six months of 2012  

Whirlwinds, floods and landslides affected 975 people 

The incidence of natural disasters dropped for the third straight month in June 2012. The 
national Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) reports 12 incidents during the month, 
against 25 in May and 51 in April. The number of casualties (13) and total affected 
population (975) also reduced significantly, making June the least impacted by natural 
disasters since the beginning of 2012.

 1
  

The occurrence of the major disasters (except earthquakes) in the first half of 2012 
differed only marginally from the corresponding period in 2011. While slightly fewer 
incidents occurred during that period in 2012 than in 2011, the overall trend remained 
largely similar; the disasters peaked towards the end of the first quarter of the year before 
falling to their lowest in June.  

 

 

                                                      
 
1
 Please note that these figures are indicative and may be subject to change based on subsequent 

revisions by the Government.   
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Natural disasters 

occurred less 

frequently but affected 

more people in the first 

half of 2012, compared 

to the previous year -   

some 64,000 against 

27,000 in 2011. 

More people were affected by natural disasters in the first half of 2012 than in the 
corresponding period in 2011. This suggests that despite an overall reduction in their 
frequency during this period, the disasters actually increased in intensity. A combined 
64,000 people were affected by floods, landslides and whirlwinds, nearly thrice the 
number affected in 2011.  

Whirlwinds 

The number of whirlwind-related disasters in June 2012 reduced by 62 per cent over the 
previous month, although whirlwinds remained one of the most frequent hazards. The five 
recorded incidents caused damage to houses and other infrastructure in Aceh, South and 
East Kalimantan, and South Sulawesi. In total, 634 people were affected, including 70 
who were temporarily displaced. At the half-year point in 2012, whirlwinds had affected 
22,187 people, a four-fold increase over the corresponding period in 2012.  

Floods 

Although the dry season typically runs from June to September for most of Indonesia, 
several provinces in the eastern half of the country experienced heavy rains in June 2012 
due in part to the effect of tropical cyclone Guchol occurring in the southwest Pacific. The 
rains led to at least five major flooding incidents across North Maluku, Gorontalo and 
South Sulawesi provinces. In several instances, the rains caused rivers to swell and burst 
their banks, resulting in flooding of adjacent crop fields and houses. The floods affected 
up to 326 people, most of whom were temporarily displaced. That figure was a third of the 
previous month’s affected population, while the overall number of people affected by 
floods between January and June was 38,269 in 2012 compared to 10,914 people in 
2011. 

Landslides 

In addition to floods, the unseasonal rains also caused two major landslides. The most 
devastating occurred in Ambon City, where two houses were buried and 12 people died 
in Karang Panjang village on 19 June. The two recorded landslide disasters in June 2012 
were responsible for 92 per cent of all fatalities resulting from natural disasters during the 
month. However, the frequency and the number of affected people (15) in June were the 
lowest of any natural disaster occurring in the first half of 2012, as they were for the 
corresponding period in 2011.  

Earthquake 

There were 28 earthquakes of magnitude 5.0 and above on the Richter scale in June 
2012. Three strong earthquakes were registered in Aceh (6.6), West Papua (6.2) and 
West Java (6.1), none of which triggered tsunamis. The tremors in June were fairly evenly 
distributed between the western and eastern halves of the country. Moreover, the 
incidence of earthquakes during the first six months of 2012 largely followed a similar 
trend to 2011, with the exception of April 2012. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Rajan Gengaje, Head of Office a.i., gengaje@un.org, Tel. (+62) 21 3141308 ext. 215 
Denis Okello, Reporting & Public Information Officer, okellod@un.org, Tel. (+62) 811 9105847 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

The Government of 

Indonesia responded 

sufficiently to the 

natural disasters and 

continued 

preparedness activities 

Volcanic activity 

As of the end of June, there were three volcanoes at alert Level III: Mt. Lokon and Mt. 
Karangetang in North Sulawesi, and Mt. Gamkonora in North Maluku. The latter 
experienced increased volcanic activity on 13 June, prompting the Centre for Volcanology 
and Geological Disaster Mitigation (PVMBG) to raise its alert status from Level II. 
Increased activity was also registered in Mt. Bromo in East Java, resulting in an upward 
revision of its alert status to Level II. Meanwhile, Mt. Soputan in North Sulawesi was 
downgraded to Level II status due to decreased volcanic activity. Fifteen other volcanoes 
across the country remained at alert Level II.  

The Government responded sufficiently to the 
disasters and remained focused on 
preparedness  
In response to the various natural disasters, local governments and partners like the 
Indonesia Red Cross (PMI) intervened to provide humanitarian assistance to affected 
populations. No international assistance was required.  

The Government of Indonesia continued to strengthen its capacity in disaster 
management, which remains one of the country’s priorities under the National Mid-Term 
Development Plan 2012-2014. In June, BNPB organized a national coordination meeting 
with all its counterpart disaster management agencies (BPBDs) at provincial, district and 
municipality levels. The meeting took place in Padang in West Sumatera under the theme 
“Monitoring and Control of Disaster Management Efforts at Local Level.” 

Education Sector Initiates District-Level Contingency Planning 

Also in June, BNPB with support from UNICEF and OCHA initiated the process for the 
Education sector in Central Java and Jogjakarta. The workshop on developing 
contingency plans for the sector followed on from the February 2012 Frontline Responder 
Training for the Education Sector. Its objectives included: building the capacity of 
governmental and non-governmental actors at the local level, and clarifying the role and 
responsibilities of the Education Cluster. A first draft of the sectoral Contingency Plan was 
developed, while the seven districts that attended the workshop prepared follow up work 
plans. An Education Sector Contingency Plan is expected to be finalized by the end of 
the year.  

Funding 
Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) 

There were no new HRF projects approved in June 2012. In total, the HRF has disbursed 
$429,285 since January 2012 and there are five ongoing projects. A total of 
US$1,094,589 remains unallocated by the Fund. This figure has increased from the 
US$800,000 reported previously to reflect additional funds resulting from CRS’s revised 
projects in One Thousand Islands.    
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As a result of �oods and landslides in South Sulawesi and Maluku 
during the last week of May 2012, local emergencies were declared in 
three districts. North Luwa District in South Sulawesi declared a 
month-long emergency ending on 23 June following �oods that 
submerged hundreds of houses across 31 villages. Also in South 
Sulawesi, �ash �oods and landslides severely damaged scores of 
houses in 23 villages of Konawe District, prompting the declaration of 
ten-day local emergency that ended on 7 June. In Maluku, �oods and 
landslides caused nine fatalities, seriously damaged 33 houses and 
temporarily displaced 87 people in Ambon City. A two-week local 
emergency was lifted on 10 June.  

Indonesia Humanitarian Snapshot (June 2012)

June recorded the fewest number of natural disasters of the six months since January 2012.
Whirlwinds a�ected the most people in June.

Indonesia

This snapshot is prepared based on information 
provided by UN agencies, Government of Indonesia
National and International NGOs, ASEAN 
and media reports.

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Indonesia
Menara Thamrin 10th Fl., Jl. M.H. Thamrin No.3, Jakarta 10250 
Tel. 62 21 314 1308, Fax. 62 21 319 00 003

Whirlwinds

Landslides

Floods
5 Events
1 Casualties or Missing
5 Injured
326 Displaced and A�ected

5 Events
5 Injured
634  Displaced and A�ected

Disclaimers:
The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations 
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Number of Disaster events in Province 

There were 7 earthquakes with magnitude 5.0 or above on the Richter scale, occurring in 
North Sulawesi, Southwest Maluku, Simeulue, West Papua and West Java. The strongest quake 
measuring 6.2 hit West Papua on 1 June. The quake did not case damages or casualties. The 
next strongest earthquake measuring 6.1 on the Richter scale hit 121km southwest of 
Sukabumi in West Java on 4 June. 

Continuous and heavy rains resulting from the impact of tropical cyclone 
Guchol in the southwest Paci�c caused landslides in Karang Panjang 
village of Sirimau Sub-District in Ambon City on the morning of 19 June 
2012. The landslides buried two houses and caused three fatalities, while 
another seven people were missing. Local authorities was launched a 
search and rescue operation. 

Mt. Gamkonora in North Maluku experienced increased volcanic activity, 
prompting PVMBG to increase its alert status from Level II to Level III with 
e�ect from 13 June 2012. There are currently four other volcanoes at alert 
Level III in Indonesia: Karangetang, Soputan, Lokon and Sirung.

Whirlwinds and �oods occurred in South Sulawesi, causing the temporary 
displacement of 70 people in Lebang village.

On 23 June, a 6.6-scale earthquake hit 24 km northwest of Subulussalam in 
Aceh. According to local authorities, the quake did not cause any casualties 
or damages.  Initial fears of a tsunami were eased by BMKG, which 
estimated the tremor’s depth at 103 kilometres.

Mt. Dukono showed increased volcanic activity . PVMBG closely monitored 
the volcano, but maintained it’s alert status at level II.

2 Events
12 Casualties or Missing
3 Injured
15 Displaced and A�ected


