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Key Points 
• Fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N forces continued in Blue Nile State, affecting civilians. 
• The number of refugees from South Kordofan and Blue Nile states that have fled to South Sudan 

and Ethiopia has reached more than 208,000 people, according to UNHCR.  
• In Abyei, the total number of returnees to areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River remains at 

some 10,000 people, according to IOM.  
• The Return Sector reports that many South Sudanese who had returned to South Sudan from 

South Darfur have returned back to Darfur due to lack of viable livelihood opportunities. 
• Seasonal floods affect thousands of people in parts of Central and North Darfur, destroying 

houses and schools.  

 

 
1. South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
 
Security situation  
Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement - North (SPLM-
N) forces continued in parts of Blue Nile State. According to reports received by the UN, on 10 July, armed 
clashes between the SAF and SPLM-N took place at Bagis village, approximately 45km southeast of Ed 
Damazine). Also on 10 July, fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N was reported in the area of Falako 
Mountains, 40km east of Geissan town in Geissan locality. On 14 July, the UN received reports of fighting 
between the SAF and SPLM-N at Derang, some 70km south of Ed Damazine. No reports of civilian casualties or 
displacement were received. 
 
In South Kordofan, the Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) has told international 
humanitarian organisations to restrict their movements outside of the state capital, Kadugli. This came after a 
number of South Kordofan Government officials were killed last week, including the head of the South Kordofan 
Legislative Council, in Katan village, approximately 15km west of Kurgul. According to HAC, the Military 
Intelligence (MI) has asked two international World Food Programme (WFP) staff currently overseeing food 
distribution and monitoring activities in the eastern part of South Kordofan to return to Kadugli citing security 
concerns. On 13 July, HAC agreed that the WFP team, including the two international staff, will stay in the field 
until ongoing food distributions are completed.   
 
New civilian displacement 
HAC reported that 1,231 newly displaced people arrived in Reif Algarbi (west of Kadugli) from Kurungo in Buram 
locality last week. HAC is gathering more information, including the cause of their displacement.  
 
The Returns Sector reports that civilian displacements are ongoing from Bau and Al Tadamon localities to the Ed 
Damazine area in Blue Nile State. The national NGO, the Alsalam Organization for Rehabilitation and 
Development (AORD), is conducting an assessment of two new spontaneous settlements where displaced people 
are sheltering. The AORD has indentified the most urgent needs as shelter, water, non-food relief supplies, and 
access to healthcare.  
 
Sudanese refugees in South Sudan and Ethiopia 
More than 208,000 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile and South Kordofan states have sought shelter in camps in 
South Sudan and Ethiopia since June 2011. According to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), as of 15 July, there 
are some 37,700 Sudanese refugees, mainly from Blue Nile State, in camps in Ethiopia’s Assosa region. There 
are also 171,000 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile and South Kordofan states in South Sudan. This includes 
some 105,000 Sudanese refugees, mainly from Blue Nile State, in camps in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State. In 
Unity State, there are currently some 66,000 refugees in three locations: Yida, Pariang and Nyeel.  
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Humanitarian response 
Humanitarian organisations in Sudan are still not able to enter SPLM-N-controlled areas because of the security 
situation and government restrictions. As of 15 July, there are 320 national staff of UN agencies and international 
NGOs and eight international UN staff in government-controlled areas of South Kordofan. In Blue Nile, there are 
more than 200 national staff of UN agencies and international NGOs; no international staff are present. 
 
WFP continues to distribute food in several locations in South Kordofan, including Rashad, El Abassiya and Abu 
Gubeiha localities, with support from the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS). Talodi and El Leri localities 
are currently inaccessible, as roads are impassable due to the rainy season. According to local authorities, 
access to these two locations will be difficult until the rainy season ends in September. Seven trucks that were 
heading to Talodi have been diverted to Kalogi due to the rains and poor road conditions, although access to 
Kalogi itself is also difficult. WFP is looking for safer routes to reach Talodi and El Leri. Meanwhile, available food 
stocks in Talodi will be distributed in the coming days.  
 
The international NGO, Save the Children Sweden (SCS), continued its community-based management 
malnutrition programme (CMAM) in 15 nutrition centres throughout South Kordofan. Between 5 and 11 July, a 
total of 1,310 children between six and 59 months old were screened; among them, 56 children were severely 
malnourished, while 129 were moderately malnourished. In response, SCS distributed 16 cartons of nutritional 
supplement Plumpy Nut for the severely malnourished children at the nutrition centres. In addition, community 
outreach volunteers have screened another 37,800 children under the age of five. 
 
With support from the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO),  three national NGOs – Agriculture Extension 
Organisation, Nuba Mountains International Association for Development (NMIAD) as well as the SRCS have 
completed the distribution of sorghum, maize and sesame  seeds  to some 93,000  people, including displaced 
people and host communities in in Rashad locality, Al Abassiya and Alqoz towns, as well as Wakara in Tadamun 
locality. Some 74,000 people in the same locations also received assorted vegetable seeds. 
 
With UNICEF support, the State Ministry of Education (SMoE) has distributed education supplies to 66,817 
children in 308 schools in Alqoz, El Abassiya, Muglad and Al Sunut localities.  
 
 
2. Abyei 
 
On 13 July, the Sudanese Media Centre (SMC) news website reported that the Misseriya and Dinka Ngok  
agreed to reactivate the agreement on peaceful coexistence in the Abyei area between the two tribes signed in 
January 2011. The agreement stipulates that the two communities should not harm each other.  
 
Returns to areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River 
According to the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) and humanitarian organisations on the ground, no 
organised returns to areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River in Abyei have been reported over the past week. 
According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM) tracking and monitoring teams, an estimated 
10,000 people, who had been displaced from Abyei town and surrounding villages in May 2011, have returned to 
their homes north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River since late 2011.  
 
Humanitarian response 
The distribution of non-food items (NFIs) supplies continues in the Abyei area. By 15 July, NFIs  have been 
distributed to 4,505 families, both in Agok and areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River. Some 4,000 pieces of 
plastic sheeting were distributed to displaced people who are currently sheltering in and around Agok and 
neighbouring areas of South Sudan. In addition, 791 full NFI kits have been distributed to families who have 
returned to Wunrouk and surrounding areas. 
 
IOM and the international NGO Caritas and the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Committee (RRC) have 
finalised the verification of RRC’s list of returnees in several locations, including Thicthoy-Gong Gurang, Miokol, 
Bonychol Malual, Anyichol, Atokgiek, Mulmol (North), Abuntonj, Abukshok, Hai Kanica, Mulmul (South and North), 
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Amethbik, Abyeijokyom and Nyenkwac. A total of 1,041 families were verified, re-registered and given tokens for 
NFIs. The distribution of NFIs for this caseload has been scheduled for next week, contingent on the weather 
conditions as the ongoing rainy season has made many roads impassable in the Abyei area. 
 
Child Protection teams from SCS conducted a rapid assessment in Abyei town and surrounding villages (Mulmul, 
Niankuach, Eounrock and Ninchoir) and found 200 street children, many of whom live in Abyei market. SCS is 
planning to open a Child Friendly Space in Abyei town to cater for these children. 
 
 
3. Returns to South Sudan 
 
The Return Sector reports that many South Sudanese who returned to South Sudan from South Darfur earlier this 
year have now returned back to Darfur, mainly East Darfur. However, the exact figures of those who returned is 
currently not available. Those interviewed by members of the Return Sector cite lack of viable livelihood 
opportunities as their reasons for returning to Darfur.  
 
An estimated 4,500 people of South Sudanese origin are still stranded at the Kosti railway station awaiting 
transport to South Sudan. The South Sudan RRC reported last week that it is still waiting for confirmation of 
funding and official Government of South Sudan approval to move these people to South Sudan. 
 
By 15 July, some 407,000 people of South Sudanese origin returned from Sudan to South Sudan since the 
organised returns started in late October 2010, according to IOM. 
 
 
4. Darfur  
 
Security situation 
In South Darfur, several security incidents were reported which targeted international humanitarian organisations 
or staff. On 11 July, the WFP warehouse in Otash IDP camp was broken into and supplies of fuel were stolen.  
On 9 July in Nyala, ten armed men broke into a residence of a UN staff member and stole communication 
equipment and other items. International humanitarian organisations have requested state authorities to increase 
police patrols around UN staff residences. The authorities cite lack of logistical capacity and personnel to increase 
the patrols.  
 
Returns 
Seasonal returns to villages in Mukjar locality, Central Darfur, have been reported last week. According to a 
recent mission to the area, people are returning to their villages for the planting season and will remain for the 
next two months tending to their crops. According to humanitarian organisations, returns are not permanent due 
to insecurity and lack of basic services in these areas. However, permanent returns have been reported in the 
areas of Gido, Birgi and Artala where WFP is implementing a food for recovery programme in partnership with the 
community-based organisation Trust Building Development Organization (TDO) and SRCS. This programme is 
benefitting some 1,000 people. Mukjar locality hosts some 30,000 displaced people in three IDP camps and 800 
refugees, mainly from Central African Republic (CAR) and Chad, in one refugee camp.  
 
Floods update 
Heavy rains during the reporting period affected some 1,400 people in Hassa Hissa IDP Camp, Central Darfur. 
According to a recent inter-agency mission, some 700 people are in need of emergency shelter and other relief 
supplies. The international NGO Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) will provide NFIs. Heavy rains and resulting poor 
road conditions, are also affecting humanitarian operations in other parts of Central Darfur. WFP has been unable 
to transport food to locations such as Bindisi, Umkher and Umm Dukhun due to impassable roads.  
 
In North Darfur, heavy rains and flash floods affected some areas in Malha locality. Initial findings of the OCHA, 
IOM and HAC joint assessment showed that there was extensive damage in Marsoos village, while damage in 
Malha town was less extensive. According to the assessment, 70 per cent of the houses in Marsoos village had 
been destroyed, affecting some 750 people, while the remaining 30 per cent of houses were damaged. The local 
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school building collapsed and 10,000 livestock were killed. The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and SMoE plan to 
rehabilitate affected schools in the Malha locality. The Governmental Water and Environmental Sanitation 
Department (WES) in Mellit has sent emergency supplies, including water treatment and purification tablets, to 
the Malha commission for distribution. FAO sent 100 metric tons of animal feed for distribution by the 
implementing partner Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI). In addition, the Ministry of Animal Resources has 
also released 150,000 doses of animal vaccines. 
 
Rainy season NFIs distribution challenges 
UNHCR is yet to receive permission from the authorities to transport NFIs from El Obeid to complete the rainy 
season distribution in Darfur. According to UNHCR, some 28,000 families have not received NFIs or shelter 
materials as stocks in Darfur are exhausted. These materials are available in UNHCR’s El Obeid warehouse, but 
the UNHCR ES/NFI project has not received authorisation from the Government to the release of these materials. 
Darfur has already experienced heavy rains and there are serious concerns about the welfare of the intended 
beneficiaries. The lack of NFIs and shelter materials in Darfur will also prevent the NFI/ES Sector from responding 
to any emergencies in the region. Negotiations with the Government are continuing to resolve the situation. 
 
Sudain Aid clinics in South Darfur 
On 4 July, HAC South Darfur reported that the three suspended clinics of the Sudan Aid NGO, including two 
clinics in the Bileil IDP camp and one in Al-Cinema area in Nyala, will be handed over to the Sudan Council of 
Churches (SCC). According to the international NGO Norwegian Church Aid (NCA), these clinics have been 
supported by the NCA, and both SCC and Sudan Aid are partners to NCA. After the closing of the Sudan Aid 
office in Nyala, NCA has so far not come to a final agreement/understanding with HAC about the future of the 
mentioned clinics. NCA is still in communication with HAC to find the right and best solution for the future of these 
clinics. 
 
 


