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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 26 June – 09 July 2012, 

with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information 

on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of 

the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

  
 

Economic Development       Katerina Oskarsson ► katerina.oskarsson@cimicweb.org 
                                    

 number of articles concerning trade relations between Afghanistan and Pakistan 

emerged this past week. Pakistan’s Federal Board of Revenue has ordered the coun-

try’s newly established Directorate General of Transit Trade to monitor transit trade 

between Afghanistan and Pakistan as of 01 July to prevent fraud or smuggling, according to 

the Business Recorder. The Directorate General was also issued specific instructions to careful-

ly monitor any shipments potentially destined for the International Security Assistance Force 

(ISAF) in Afghanistan. Transit trade issues will also be taken up by the Afghanistan-Pakistan 

Joint Chamber of Commerce, which Wadsam reports was inaugurated on 26 June. The Joint 

Chamber was formally established in early March but is now operating with financial support 

from the British embassy in Islamabad. The body will help to promote cross-border commer-

cial cooperation and help to resolve issues which arise in relation to the Afghanistan-Pakistan 

Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA). In addition, Pakistan Observer reports that Pakistan’s 

Customs Evaluation Committee (CEC) is raising the price of 32 items commonly imported 

from Afghanistan, including dried and fresh fruit and herbs. The price modifications were spe-

cifically requested by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

In other regional news, The Hindu reports that India hosted a major conference intended to 

promote Indian investment in Afghanistan. Opening the conference in New Delhi, India’s Ex-

ternal Affairs Minister, S.M. Krishna, said: “Let the grey suits of company executives take the 

place of olive green or desert brown fatigues of soldiers and CEOs, the place of Gener-

als…there should be something productive in its place”. While the conference reportedly cele-

brated and marketed the business opportunities available in Afghanistan, Afghan Foreign Min-

ister Zalmai Rassoul and other senior Afghan officials acknowledged that significant obstacles 

remain. Rassoul, for instance, stated that insecurity poses a major challenge to private enter-

prise, and Afghan Commerce Minister Anwar ul-Haq Ahadi pledged to take further steps to re-

duce administrative hurdles commonly faced by investors.  

Discussions pertinent to the Tokyo Conference on Afghanistan gained attention. First, accord-

ing to Wadsam, the 18th session of the Joint Coordination and Monitoring Board (JCMB), 

which aims to coordinate aid delivery be-

tween the Afghan government and a 

wide range of international stakeholders, 

was recently held. The Tokyo Confer-

ence on Afghanistan dominated the dis-

cussions at the JCMB. Afghan Minister 

of Finance Omar Zakhilwal reiterated his 

hope that, following Tokyo, donor agen-

cies would provide at least 50% of their 

aid to Afghanistan through the govern-

ment’s budgetary process. Second, senior 

UN officials discussed the latest report of 

the UN Secretary-General on Afghani-

stan, which emphasised the need to con- 

A 

Visit the CFC’s New 
Tokyo Conference Page 
The CFC has established a page dedicated to 
the July 2012 Tokyo Conference on Afghani-

stan. At that page you will be able to read news 
pertaining to conference preparations and the 

on-going transition process in Afghanistan 
along with relevant research reports and previ-
ous international agreements on Afghanistan. 

This page builds upon the success of the CFC’s 
page on the December 2011 Bonn Conference. 

https://www.cimicweb.org/
http://www.brecorder.com/business-a-economy/189/1206163/
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-pak-joint-chamber-of-commerce-inaugurated761/
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-pak-joint-chamber-of-commerce-inaugurated761/
http://pakobserver.net/detailnews.asp?id=162108
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/article3581651.ece
http://www.wadsam.com/ministry-of-finance-in-an-effort-to-consolidate-international-assistance-to-afghanistan-2784/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42344&Cr=afghan&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42344&Cr=afghan&Cr1=
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Pages/Tokyo_Conference.aspx
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tinue supporting socio-economic development in Afghanistan in the long term. Chief among the United Nations’ concerns are drug 

trafficking and drug abuse in Afghanistan, which UN officials say undermine social and economic conditions as well as effective gov-

ernance. Lastly, international donors pledged at the Tokyo Conference on 08 July to give Afghanistan USD 16 billion in development 

aid through 2015 to safeguard the progress made and to prevent it from sliding into instability after foreign troops withdraw, reports 

BBC. 

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) announced that the World Trade Organization (WTO) has ex-

pressed support for putting Afghanistan on a fast track to accession. Under current plans, Afghanistan could join the 155-member 

trade body in 2014. Mozammil Shinwari, Afghanistan’s Deputy Trade Minister, says that “Afghanistan always had a rich history of 

trade, and WTO accession will allow the country to build on that history and realize its full trading potential.” However, he noted that 

the process of joining the WTO is lengthy and that Afghanistan has further steps to implement before that goal is attained. Afghanistan 

has been supported in its pursuit of WTO membership by USAID’s Trade and Accession Facilitation for Afghanistan programme.  

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) approved the release of USD 18.2 million to Afghanistan in financing under its loan pro-

gramme, reports Reuters. According to Nemat Shafik, IMF deputy managing director, the IMF programme would focus on strengthen-

ing the financial sector and building economic governance, while improving the country’s finances. The original IMF loan was sus-

pended in 2010 after reports of corruption, bad loans and mismanagement at Kabul bank, according to Reuters. A new loan pro-

gramme was renegotiated in November 2011. According to Ms. Shafik, “In a very difficult environment, Afghanistan has begun a 

transition toward greater macroeconomic stability and economic self-reliance,” Agence-France Press (AFP) writes. The approval of 

the loan programme last November set off the release of some USD 100 million by bilateral donors through the World Bank-managed 

Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund, AFP reports.  

In an effort to stabilise the Afghan currency, Afghanistan’s central bank governor announced on 05 July 2012 that all transactions 

would be processed in afghani, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. According to Noorullah Dilawari, governor of Da Afghanistan Central 

Bank, the current dollar-based contracts “tend to weaken” the afghani. Dilawari said that he asked the private banks “why they are 

investing abroad at a time when there is a dire domestic need for it”. He also added that “there [are] also enormous opportunities [in] 

local investments,” states Pajhwok. Private-sector financial institutions were discouraged from overseas investment following the 

agreement between Afghanistan and the IMF restricting private banks from making investments abroad. The objective of this move is 

to boost the economy and to strengthen the local currency. Currently, USD 4 billion have been invested by 17 private banks, reports 

Pajhwok.  

Electricity shortages pose a major challenge to Afghanistan’s efforts to build a modern economy, according to NPR news. Afghanistan 

ranks among the countries with the lowest electricity production per capita in the world, with only one-third of the population having 

access to electric power, despite billions of dollars invested in projects over the past 10 years. According to Clare Lockhart, a former 

UN adviser in Afghanistan, “there has been enormous amount of investment, and there’s been some progress, but the outcome is far 

less than the input”. She attributes this setback to the lack of a coherent development strategy on the side of the international commu-

nity. The problem is widespread with industries receiving only 15% of the power they need while being forced to spend three times as 

much for generator power, according to Ghulam Farooq Qazizada, Afghanistan’s Deputy Minister for Electricity. Without power, 

Afghanistan cannot take a full advantage of its great potential in mining, small industry and agricultural processing, says Lockhart. 

“We have a lot of problems with electricity,” says Abdul Qadida Sozai, the manager of Omid Plastic Making Factory that manufac-

tures plastic bags. He further notes that, “there is no industrial power for us. We are using the same power as normal people.” The 

factory is running at half of its capacity, with a lot of material being wasted as a consequence of the frequent electricity shortages, re-

ports NPR. Moreover, prospects remain bleak since “[e]ven under the best estimate, in another decade’s time only 60% of the country 

will have coverage,” says Lockhart. 

The Ministry of Mines announced that eight international companies have been shortlisted to invest in six blocks to produce oil and 

gas in the north-eastern Afghan-Tajik Basin, reports Pajhwok. According to the ministry’s spokesman, Mohammad Jawad Omer, the 

selection was made from 20 international companies that were interested in the projects. The companies come reportedly from the 

United Arab Emirates, United States, Kuwait, India, Pakistan, Brazil, Thailand and Turkey.  

 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

  

nternational donors meeting in Tokyo have pledged some USD 16 billion in development aid to Afghanistan through 2015, ac-

cording to Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL). The one-day conference in Tokyo was attended by representatives of more 

than 70 countries and international organisations. Reuters reports that the USD 4 billion in annual aid pledged at the meeting fell 

short of the USD 6 billion a year the Afghan central bank has said will be needed to foster economic growth over the next decade. For 

more information, please see the CFC Special Report on “The Second Tokyo Conference on Afghanistan”. 

The United States has declared Afghanistan to be a major non-NATO ally, The Boston Globe reports. US Secretary of State Hillary 

Clinton said the move was part of the Strategic Partnership Agreement signed between the two countries in May and will grant Af-

ghanistan special privileges, like training and access to US military surplus. According to the US State Department, the Afghan gov-

ernment would also be eligible for loans and financing to lease equipment. Clinton stated agreement would “open the door to Afghani-

I 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-18758148
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-18758148
http://afghanistan.usaid.gov/en/article/2743
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/06/29/imf-afghanistan-idINDEE85S0L620120629
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jqN7y60bhCAjvv0geMSRncEI986A?docId=CNG.b8151189adb38494022689378b93cf85.391
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jqN7y60bhCAjvv0geMSRncEI986A?docId=CNG.b8151189adb38494022689378b93cf85.391
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jqN7y60bhCAjvv0geMSRncEI986A?docId=CNG.b8151189adb38494022689378b93cf85.391
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Central%20bank%20moves%20to%20stabilise%20afghani%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
http://www.npr.org/2012/07/02/156119309/lack-of-electricity-dims-afghan-economic-prospects
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/8%20firms%20shortlisted%20for%20Afghan-Tajik%20Basin%20project%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/8%20firms%20shortlisted%20for%20Afghan-Tajik%20Basin%20project%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
http://www.rferl.org/content/afghanistan-donors-conference-japan-/24638392.html
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/07/08/afghanistan-aid-idINDEE86700820120708
http://articles.boston.com/2012-07-08/world/32579747_1_training-afghan-soldiers-afghanistan-president-hamid-karzai
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stan’s military to have a greater capability and a broader kind of relationship with the United States and especially the United States 

military’’.   US and Afghan officials say they now must consider a plan would keep some US troops in Afghanistan after 2014. Esti-

mates vary from 10,000 to as many as 30,000. The alliance and other US commitments to Afghanistan ‘‘should make clear to the Tal-

iban that they cannot wait us out,’’ Clinton said. 

A Taliban representative met with Afghan government officials in Tokyo on 27 June, Agence France-Presse (AFP) reports. Din Mu-

hammad, a member of the Taliban’s political council, was reportedly invited by Doshisha University to a peace-building forum, along 

with the Afghan High Peace Council’s (HPC) Secretariat Masoom Stanekzai. Officials cited by Pajhwok Afghan News said that a rep-

resentative from the insurgent group Hezb-e Islami (HIA) and ex-Taliban ambassador to Pakistan Mullah Abdul Salam Zayeef also 

joined the discussions. The week prior, representatives from the HPC, the political party National United Front, HIA and the Taliban 

gathered in Paris to discuss issues such as changes to the Constitution and election laws as well as peace talks, according to an official 

who attended the meeting. While Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid confirmed the militants had sent representatives to Japan, 

they denied sending an envoy to the Paris meeting. According to The New York Times, HPC Chairman Salahuddin Rabbani hailed the 

recent public contacts with insurgent groups as an indication that the Taliban were willing to talk directly to the Afghan government, 

without US officials as interlocutors. A Taliban statement issued on 28 June, however, insists that the group still has no intention of 

talking to the Afghan government and sent a representative to Japan only to clarify their position; further stating that “[a]s long as we 

have not solved the issue with the Americans — an effort that is currently at a complete halt — talks with the Karzai administration 

would not be fruitful 

The Christian Science Monitor says a 34% reduction in US government reconstruction spending is endangering the sustainability of 

numerous Afghan news organisations. Professor Mohammad Wahid Gharwal, head of the journalism department at Kabul University, 

says most of Afghanistan’s media outlets were set up with foreign financial assistance after 2001 and do not have the means to survive 

on their own. Pajhwok Afghan News, an agency with reporters across the country, was established entirely with funding from USAID 

in 2004 with a plan to gradually reduce financial support until it was independent. Little more than six months after US funding ended, 

the news organisation pre-emptively dismissed 70 of its 186 employees. Pajhwok’s senior editors say they want to prepare for a future 

post-2014 when they expect ad revenues to drop and their number of international subscribers to decrease. Shah Hussain Murtazawi, 

the deputy chief editor of 8am Daily, says that his newspaper recently lost a grant that 

supported investigative journalism projects. Without external funding, Murtazawi says 

the paper can no longer afford investigations into topics such as government corruption. 

Other media outlets are adapting by dramatically changing their programming. Saba 

TV, for instance, switched from providing educational programming to running Turkish 

soap operas dubbed in Dari. The agencies that remain unaffected are predominately 

those backed by political groups which predictably produce news with an agenda that 

protects party elites from scrutiny. “Very few people can differentiate between the inde-

pendent media and the other sources” says Shahla Farid, a civil rights professor at Kabul 

University. 

In related news, a United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan press release states that approximately 100 Afghan journalists 

and representatives of Afghan media organisations gathered at a conference sponsored by the media group Nai – Supporting Open 

Media in Afghanistan on 27 June. Participants discussed a draft Afghan Media Law prepared by the Ministry of Information and Cul-

ture and consolidated comments for review by the Afghan government and parliament. Critics reportedly fear the draft law will in-

crease government control over the activities of the country’s independent media. Changes to the law include a new chapter about 

media violation of security, religion and morality values and the creation of two supervisory commissions, the High Commission for 

Media and the Media Violation and Complaints Assessment Commission. The commissions will reportedly be led by the heads of 

National Radio Television and the Bakhtar News Agency, both state-controlled media organisations. The draft additionally proposes 

the establishment of a special prosecutor and a special court that would monitor the media. “Special prosecutors and special courts do 

not have a good reputation in Afghanistan,” said Mujeeb Khilwatgar, the executive director of Nai. 

Afghan police forces are looking for Taliban militants who publicly executed a woman accused of adultery, Afghan authorities told 

AFP. The brutal shooting of the lone woman before a cheering mob of men is shown in a video of the event and generated widespread 

condemnation. Parwan provincial governor Basir Salangi told AFP that while provincial police units had been dispatched to the area, 

the government has no permanent presence in the valley. Salangi’s spokeswoman told AFP the 22-year-old woman, named Najiba, 

was accused of adultery with a Taliban commander, found guilty and sentenced to death within one hour. Public execution of alleged 

adulterers was common under Taliban control from 1996 until 2001. President Karzai stated that “[m]urdering a woman who did not 

even have a voice for defending herself is a sign of [cowardice] and such a crime is unforgivable in Islam and the country’s laws”. The 

video also drew international condemnation, with British Foreign Secretary William Hague saying “Such deplorable actions underline 

the vital need for better protection of the rights of women and girls in Afghanistan”. According to MSNBC, Najiba’s execution follows 

on the heels of the beheading of a 30-year-old woman and her two children last week. There have been 16 recorded cases of these 

“honour killings” in March and April, according to Afghanistan’s Independent Human Rights Commission; in 2011, twenty were rec-

orded for the entire year. Meanwhile, local authorities in Ghazni province tell Khaama Press that a twenty- year-old pregnant woman 

was stabbed to death by her husband on 26 June after being beaten with a gas cylinder. According to provincial women’s affairs chief 

Shukria Wali, Afghan police forces have arrested the woman’s husband. Ariana News also notes that a number of female parliamen-
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tarians and members of civil society attribute increases in violence and sexual abuse of women in part to the lack of implementation of 

the Violence Against Women Law and the absence of punishment for the perpetrators.  

A number of Afghan parliamentarians have formed a new interest group called “Trust Parliamentary Group” to apply more pressure 

on the government to follow-up on anti-corruption commitments, states Tolo News. Members say the group intends to raise awareness 

of corruption amongst the public, media, and political parties. Group leader and lawmaker Mohammad Noor Akbari said that the 

group wants President Karzai to put on trial any high-ranking government officials partaking in corrupt activities.  

In related news, officials belonging to Afghanistan’s anti-corruption body have arrested an employee of Balkh’s Provincial Attorney 

General’s Office on charges of bribery, reports Tolo News. A government official declined to identify the individual, but said that the 

arrest was secured through the collaboration of a number of government organisations. This comes as an anti-corruption department 

official visited Balkh to register local officials’ assets to help establish if property gains have occurred as a result of taking a govern-

ment position, states Ariana News. 

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                                Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org   

 
he International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) reports that insurgent activity in Afghanistan rose in April and May, suggest-

ing a Taliban comeback after months of declining violence, Tolo News reports. There were nearly 3,000 insurgent attacks 

around the country in May 2012, up 21% from May 2011, a 26 June ISAF press release said. The coalition statistics count a 

wide range of attacks; suicide and roadside bombs, rocket and grenade attacks, and small-arms fire. This reversed an 11-month trend 

of declining insurgent activity, a metric that coalition commanders frequently use to show that the Taliban had lost the initiative in the 

war. The recent jump in attacks, by contrast, shows a resurgent Taliban ahead of the international troop withdrawal scheduled for the 

end of 2014. The Taliban’s spring offensive, which they announced in early May, has included high-profile events, most recently the 

attack on a popular lakeside resort near Kabul. ISAF attributed the rise in the number of attacks to an earlier-than-normal start to the 

annual “fighting season”. The fighting season usually starts after the opium harvest, but this year a poppy blight cut the harvest season 

short, which ISAF maintains allowed insurgents to turn to increased violence earlier than in the past. US defence officials noted that 

despite the large increase in the month of May, compared to last year, enemy-initiated attacks are still down by 6%. 

ISAF supplies by the truckload crossed from Pakistan into Afghanistan on 

Thursday, 05 July, ending the seven-month border closure between the two 

countries, reports Tolo News and the Associated Press. Pakistani network 

Geo TV said more than 135 more containers were leaving Karachi on 

Thursday for Afghanistan. Pakistan lifted the ban after US Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton spoke to Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani 

Khar via telephone on Tuesday night and apologised for the death of 24 

Pakistani soldiers in a November airstrike. Pakistan closed the routes in 

retaliation for the airstrike which the US maintained was a mistake, and 

had refused to apologise for, until this week. The US was forced to rely on 

a longer, more expensive overland route through Central Asia. But with 

the requirement to move massive amounts of large equipment with the 

departure of foreign forces by 2014, the more direct route through Pakistan 

retained its importance. “America has accepted Pakistan’s principled stand 

on an apology… [and they] have also reaffirmed that they respect Paki-

stan’s sovereignty”, Pakistan’s Minister of Information told Reuters. Many 

Pakistanis remain angry about their government’s decision, and there is much anti-American sentiment about the continuing use of US 

drones in Pakistan, despite the government’s demands to stop. Thousands of followers of influential Islamist clerics began marching 

on 08 July from Lahore to Islamabad, to protest Pakistan’s decision to once again let NATO move Afghanistan-bound supply convoys 

through the country. The Pakistani Taliban still threatens to target trucks carrying NATO supplies. 

Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff General Ashfaq Pervaiz Kayani met with ISAF commander General John Allen on 27 June in an effort 

to stop cross-border incursions from Afghanistan, the Daily Times reports. The two generals discussed border coordination in a one-

day meeting at Pakistan’s General Headquarters as the Taliban released a video showing 17 beheaded Pakistani soldiers, the casualties 

from a raid on 24 June. There was no immediate comment from ISAF, but a senior Pakistani official said “It was a routine meeting to 

discuss the border coordination,” AFP noted. “We also raised the issue of cross-border attacks on the Pakistan military from Afghani-

stan. We demanded that ISAF take action against the militant sanctuaries in Afghanistan and eliminate the militant groups involved in 

cross-border attacks inside Pakistan,” he added. The two generals also discussed the option of military operations in North Waziristan 

against the so-called terror training camps. Additionally, Pakistan’s representative to the United Nations addressed the UN Security 

Council on 27 June, noting it had “acted with restraint” during the cross-border attack, but warned against such provocations from the 

Afghan side, while reiterating Pakistan’s commitment to a peaceful and stable Afghanistan.  

ISAF confirmed that six American troops died in an improved explosive device attack on Sunday, 08 July. According to ISAF, anoth-

T 

Civilian Casualties January-June 2012 (USAID) 
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er soldier died in a similar attack earlier on Sunday making a total of seven deaths that day. The locations of the attacks were not made 

available, and no identification of the seventh casualty was provided by ISAF, which by policy defers the identification of casualties to 

their home nations. 

Ten Afghan civilians were reportedly wounded when a rocket landed in Muqor district of Ghazni province on the evening of 29 June, 

provincial police chief Zorawar Zahid said. Tolo News says that police have started an investigation, and that no group has yet claimed 

responsibility. Violence between Ghazni residents and insurgents has ramped up after people began driving militants from their villag-

es when the Taliban threatened local schools some weeks ago. The action snowballed after six students started the protest against the 

Taliban’s actions, and scores more residents have joined. Engineer Lotfullah Kamran, a leader of the residents’ action, said “In the 

past ten years, our people schools, clinics, and markets have been threatened and the government has not taken care of the people. We 

started the uprising with six people.” He said that they have driven the Taliban from 12 villages and more than 121 insurgents have 

been killed. Five villagers have also died in the fighting, Kamran said. 

Roadside bombs and an ambush killed a reported 10 policemen in Afghanistan, AFP noted on 27 June. Four policemen died in Musa 

Qala district of Helmand province 26 June when a roadside bomb they were trying to defuse exploded, provincial spokesman Daud 

Ahmadi told reporters. Another roadside blast killed two policemen and wounded two others in Kunduz province, provincial police 

spokesman Sayed Sarwar Husseini said. Meanwhile, in Herat province, an insurgent ambush killed four police on patrol late on 26 

June, a spokesman for security forces in western Afghanistan said. The Taliban claimed responsibility for the deadly attacks in Herat 

and Kunduz provinces on their website. 

Three British soldiers were killed in Helmand province on 01 July by a member of the Afghan Local Police (ALP), reports CBS News. 

In this so-called green-on-blue attack, the shooter was wearing his uniform when he killed the soldiers, and has been taken into custo-

dy. To date, 27 coalition soldiers have died this year in attacks  perpetrated by Afghan forces, or by individuals wearing Afghan uni-

forms. In another green-on-blue attack, an Afghan soldier shot and wounded five US soldiers in Wardak province on 04 July, reports 

The Guardian. “We have confirmed that the individual who opened fire was an ANA [Afghan National Army] member,” said Martin 

Crighton, spokesman for ISAF in Afghanistan. The attacker escaped after the attack at a base in eastern Wardak province, according 

to Shahidullah Shahid, a spokesman for the provincial governor. Last year, ISAF officially listed 35 members as being killed by Af-

ghan soldiers or police.  

More than 100 girls from a school in Jowzjan province were hospitalised on 02 July after reporting symptoms of being poisoned, local 

officials told NBC News. The students, from ages 8 to 22, felt ill in class and were evacuated. More than 300 schoolgirls in Jowzjan 

have reported symptoms of poisoning in the last two weeks. Although local officials blamed the Taliban for the schoolgirls’ poison-

ing, the Taliban have rejected the accusation. The Afghan government and NATO forces conducted blood tests on the students after 

the poisonings, but have found no traces of poison. Experts note the poisoning scare has all the indications of mass hysteria. Robert 

Bartholomew, an expert on mass hysteria, told the AFP that mass hysteria has resulted from social disruption in other war zones, such 

as Kosovo.  

Afghanistan’s fleet of aging military aircraft are facing problems with maintenance and safety, reports The Washington Post. Much of 

the Afghan National Army Air Force fleet of fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters has been grounded over the last few months. Most of 

the Russian-made helicopters were grounded to complete inspections for air-worthiness, and cargo airplanes were grounded late last 

year because of maintenance problems. The helicopters now need comprehensive inspections before they’re ready to fly, and about 

one-quarter of the aircraft have completed the inspection. “The issue as a whole is important,” Minister of Defence Abdul Rahim 

Wardak said. “We don’t have all the air assets which are required for independent operations.” 

ISAF fire-fighters and medical personnel supported Afghan emergency services after an explosion at a Kabul area propane gas com-

pany on 04 July, an ISAF press release says. An electrical short circuit is believed to have caused the explosion. As many as 17 Af-

ghan civilians were killed and many more were injured as a result of the incident, AFP reports.  The teams worked for several hours to 

combat the blaze and treat the injured. Some patients were taken to an ISAF medical facility for initial treatment.  
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Russian delegation led by Russian Deputy Minister for Energy Y.P. Sentyurin visited Pakistan to hold talks with the Minister 

of Water and Power, Ahmad Mukhtar, and the Minister of Petroleum, Asim Hussain, as a part of the Russian-Pakistan Joint 

Working Group on Energy Cooperation, reports Dawn. Both countries signed a memorandum of understanding allowing Rus-

sia to enter the energy sector in Pakistan, including the CASA-1000 project, which will import electricity from Kyrgyzstan and Tajiki-

stan to Pakistan and Afghanistan, as well as the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) and the Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas pipe-

lines. According to the Daily Times, Russia expressed interest in financing the TAPI and the IP as well as providing technical assis-

tance; Russian authorities delivered a financial model for both projects. During a visit of Pakistani Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani 

Khar in Moscow in February 2012, representatives of the state-owned Gazprom offered to finance USD 1.6 billion of the IP. Howev-

er, the financial offer is tied to awarding the contract without bidding. As reported by The Tribune, the Pakistani government will ask 

the cabinet to waive public procurement rules for awarding pipeline contracts to Russia; however, Pakistan made clear that these con-

tracts would be awarded on a government-to-government basis, not to Russian private companies. During the meetings carried out last 

A 
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Around 400,000 unregistered Afghans will face 

deportation from Pakistan during the forthcoming 

weeks, says Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. 

Authorities from the north-western province of 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had previously announced a 

deadline of 30 June 2012. Pakistani authorities 

claim that there are 1.7 million registered in Af-

ghanistan, but there are still 400,000 of undocu-

mented Afghans for which Pakistan no longer 

cares. From 30 June 2012 onwards, police are au-

thorised to arrest unregistered Afghans for a court 

appearance and deportation back to Afghanistan.  

The Humanitarian Response Wash Cluster together 

with the Rural Waste Supply and Irrigation Pro-

gramme from the Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation 

and Development have released two maps on water 

points per district. The first map shows the geo-

graphical distribution of water points by district. 

The second map show the water points constructed 

in four periods: from 1991 to 1996, from 1997 to 

2001, from 2002 to 2006 and from 2007 to 2012. In 

addition USAID has release another map showing 

the ongoing United States government humanitari-

an assistance to Afghanistan.    

 

         

Humanitarian Update 

week, Russian authorities told the Pakistani government that Gazprom had withdrawn from this project, but another Russian company, 

PJSC, would provide financing and technical assistance, adds The News. In addition, China, which backtracked from providing finan-

cial assistance to the IP project, now has shown willingness to become the engineering procurement construction and commissioning 

contractor.  

In similar energy news, the US government has pledged USD 297 million to 

be spent on energy projects in Afghanistan, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. 

The Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) and the United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID) will jointly spend USD 37 

million on reconstructing and drilling new wells in Jowzjan province. An-

other USD 60 million will be invested by OPIC and USAID in establishing 

an iron-sulphur separation laboratory in Sheberghan, Jowzjan’s provincial 

capital. The remaining USD 200 million will be used to construct a new coal 

energy plant with a capacity to produce 200 MW of electricity, the largest in 

Afghanistan. Likewise, Mohammed Ismail Khan, Minister of Energy and 

Water, announced that Germany will reconstruct the Pul-e Khumri dam in 

Baghlan province, notes Pajhwok. According to Khan, the 40-year-old facili-

ty needs to be rebuilt in order to increase capacity for the next 25 years. The 

dam has four gates and three turbines but only three damaged gates and one 

turbine are currently working. The reconstruction for both dams is estimated 

to cost of EUR 35 million (USD 43 million).  

A joint USAID and Famine Early Warning Systems Network update on Af-

ghanistan food security says that while dry weather has begun, river and irri-

gation water availability remains above average. Dry weather is expected to 

last between June and August. Due to the snowfalls during the winter, most 

rivers and reservoirs have above-average water availability. The surplus of 

irrigation water has improved the prospects for the second cropping on irri-

gated land, particularly for rice and cotton cultivation. In addition, the na-

tional cereal harvest is expected to be above average. As a result, imports of 

wheat and flour from regional neighbours might be reduced by as much as 

half compared to last year. Although food security will improve on average 

countrywide, some areas will benefit from the spring floods; these areas are 

mainly the northern districts of Balkh and Jowzjan as well as Badakhshan 

province.  

An article published by AlertNet speculates on the fate of the Afghan non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) as foreign aid dries up. The Ministry of 

Economy ordered 10% of Afghan NGOs to shut down at the beginning of 

the year due to inefficiency, corruption and oversight. Concerns about the 

ability to keep operating after international troops withdraw in 2014 com-

bined with dwindling funds are jeopardising the existence of many Afghan 

NGOs. This is illustrated with the case of Makai Sawash’s clinic which has 

operated since 1996 and was registered as an NGO in 2004. With the support 

of USAID, the clinic provided assistance to victims of war and poverty, but 

once funds disappeared, Sawash had to reduce her staff from 50 to 30 as well 

as start selling homemade peat briquettes and wheelchairs to keep it going. In 

this regards, Hayatullah Hayat, spokesman of Afghan civil society represent-

atives asked US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton during the Tokyo Confer-

ence to create mechanisms to properly monitor the foreign aid pledged dur-

ing the conference.  

The United State Institute of Peace (USIP) has released a report entitled 

“Avoiding Meeting Fatigue: How to make the numerous international meet-

ings on Afghanistan more effective” which reviews how the plethora of 

meetings between stakeholders are structured and could be made more effi-

cient. The report states that the numerous high-profile meetings on Afghani-

stan since 2001 have been very successful in focusing attention on Afghani-

stan to raise financial support, give a “seat at the table” to all partners, gener-

ate strategic documents and provide a forum for the Afghan government. 

Notwithstanding, the meetings have raised too high expectations, lacked fol-

low-up, prioritised diplomacy over substance, focused more on donor’s issues than Afghan problems, diverted resources towards 

meetings, resulted in meeting fatigue and sometimes substituted meetings for action. The report launches the following recommenda-
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/06.29.12%20-%20USAID-DCHA%20Humanitarian%20Assistance%20to%20Afghanistan%20Program%20Map.pdf
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-15666-Russia-agrees-to-extend-help-for-laying-IP-gas-pipeline
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/US%20to%20spend%20$297m%20on%20Afghan%20energy%20projects%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/US%20to%20spend%20$297m%20on%20Afghan%20energy%20projects%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Jowzjan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Germany%20to%20rebuild%20Pul-i-Khumri%20dam.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Baghlan.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_FSOU_June_%202012_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_FSOU_June_%202012_final.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/as-foreign-aid-dries-up-afghan-ngos-fight-to-survive/
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/as-foreign-aid-dries-up-afghan-ngos-fight-to-survive/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Civil%20society%20wants%20use%20of%20aid%20monitored.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PB-130.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PB-130.pdf
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tions: i. keeping meetings to realistic expectations; ii. meetings are not the substitute of difficult decisions and actions; iii. having sub-

stantive, disciplined agendas and avoiding co-optation by diplomatic priorities; iv. matching objectives with the issues the meeting is 

supposed to address; v. ensuring quality background work; vi. focusing follow-up on key areas and a few simple, monitorable bench-

marks; and vii. keeping the number and frequency of meetings manageable. 
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