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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 THE CARIBBEAN: Last week, 3 storms hit the Caribbean and Mexico.  Alerts for rain were issued in three states in Mexico. 

 MEXICO: Heavy rains, not associated with the hurricane season, affected 40,000 people.  

 BRAZIL: Nearly 1 million people have been affected by rains, 37 municipalities are on alert.  
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HURRICANE SEASON 2011 

Last week, Hurricane and tropical storms Katia, 

Nate and Maria were formed in the Atlantic.  

Cyclones alerts were issued in the Lesser Antilles 

and Mexico. Katia turned to category 1 

hurricane. Maria remains active at the Northern 

part of Puerto Rico and does not represent any 

danger, and Nate affected the central states of 

Mexico, leaving one death in Veracruz and minor 

damages to 11 municipalities; three other states 

remain on alert due to rains and floods.  

Source: National Hurricane Center. 

 

BAHAMAS: The United States Agency for 

International Development allocated US$86,000 

of their emergency fund to assist the population 

affected by Hurricane category 1 Irene. The 

funds were used to purchase electric generators, 

reinforced plastic sheeting, chainsaws, jerry cans 

and hygiene kits. Funds were handed over to the 

national agency and the Bahamas Red Cross. 

Irene hit the Bahamas on 24 August.  

Source: USAID/OFDA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fishermen protected their boats in the Mexican port of 
Veracruz, with the arrival of Tropical Storm Nate. About 
seven states of Mexico were on alert. EFE© 

 

HEAVY RAINS AND FLOODS  

MEXICO: Last week, 7 people have died and 

more than 40,000 have been affected by heavy 

rains in the states of Mexico and Oaxaca. The 

Mexican government declared a state of 

emergency in 24 municipalities of Oaxaca, where 

12,000 people were affected. Since June, 65 

people have died due rains, of which 22 are from 

Tropical Storm Arlene, that affected the country 

in late July.  

Source: Government of Mexico. 
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BRAZIL: At least nine states in Brazil have been 

declared in a state of public calamity due to the 

rains. In the state of Santa Catarina (center) 

nearly one million people are affected. About 37 

municipalities remain in a state of emergency. 

Brazil’s Civil Defense allocated US$1,2 million to 

purchase food, water, mattresses and hygiene 

kits for the affected regions.  

Source: Government of Brazil. 

EPIDEMICS 

BAHAMAS - DENGUE: A record number of least 

3,200 people have been affected with dengue in 

the last two months. Mortality level is low, since 

the strain of the disease infecting the Bahamas 

is not the deadly variant. The outbreak is being 

blamed on the warm and rainy climate of the 

archipelago, all favorable conditions for the 

proliferation of the Aedes Aegypti mosquito.  

Source: Ministry of Health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Residents of the community of Santa Catarina, Brazil are 

assisted by volunteers. Similar floods occurred in 2008 killing 
135 people. (AFP)© 

DROUGHT 

MEXICO: More than 19,700 hectares of beans, 

sorghum and corn were lost due to the drought 

affecting Leon, Guanajuato.  The emergency did 

not leave enough grains for local consumption; 

local authorities requested the central 

government to declare it a disaster area. Delays 

caused by rains damaged crops and 80 percent 

of forages in the region. 

Source: State Government of Guanajuato. 

 

 


