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In Focus: An Update on the Security Crisis in Northern Mali 

By Angelia Sanders 

 

In late 2011, the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) was established as an 

umbrella group encompassing Tuareg rebel forces. The MNLA sought independence for the 

Azawad region stemming from grievances over past atrocities, continued insecurity and poverty in 

the region, as well as misappropriation of funds by govern-

ment leaders. In March 2012, a military coup that ousted the 

democratically elected President Amadou Toumani Toure of 

Mali created military and political instability within the 

country that resulted in Tuareg rebels quickly capturing the 

northern two-thirds of the country. On 06 April 2012, the 

MNLA declared the independence of the Azawad region and 

on 15 June, swore in an interim government in Gao, despite 

a lack of recognition from the international community. 

Fighting alongside the MNLA in April was Ansar Dine, a 

new militant Islamist group founded by Iyad Ag Ghaly, 

which has links to al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) 

and Boko Haram in Nigeria. Ansar Dine, which means, 

“defenders of the faith” released a video in February 2012 

proclaiming its goal to impose strict Sharia law in northern 

Mali. Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported that Ansar Dine 

has carried out floggings, amputations and executions as they seek to impose Sharia law. Despite 

efforts in late May 2012 to merge their forces and create a           (continued on page 10)            

 

Azawad Territory 
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Eritrea 

Reuters reports that on 13 June Mohamed Ibrahim Ahmed, an Eritrean national and a permanent resident of Sweden pleaded guilty 

in a New York court on aiding the terrorist organisation al Shabaab. According to Bloomberg, Ahmed contributed EUR 3,000 (USD 

3,773) to al Shabaab and received training on building and detonating bombs. 
 

Ethiopia 

Walta Information Center (WIC) reports that Ethiopia signed loan agreements with the World Bank totalling USD 400 million. The 

agreements will finance various projects such as the Urban Water Supply and Sanitation Project, the Electricity Network Reinforce-

ment and Expansion Project and Women Entrepreneurship Development Project. In other economic news, the International Mone-

tary Fund (IMF) has raised Ethiopia’s economic growth forecast for 2012/2013 from 5.5% to 7%, reports Reuters. Contributing fac-

tors were tight monetary and fiscal policies and significant sales of foreign exchange. 
 

Starting 01 July, Ethiopian Airlines will offer seven flights daily from the capital to Berbera in Somaliland. The carrier also plans to 

resume its services to the Somaliland capital Hargeisa, which had been stopped in 2008 due to security issues. 
 

Since the Al Damazin transit centre in western Ethiopia has reached its capacity, the International Organization for Migration (IMO) 

will relocate thousands of Sudanese refugees to a new camp in the Benishangul Gumuz region. IOM also wants to build 1,500 shel-

ters in the Bambasi refugee camp and is currently seeking funds.  
 

The Africa Media Initiative (AMI) and the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) met with Ethiopian Communications Minister 

Bereket Simon to call for the release of journalists held under the anti-terrorism law. Additionally, AMI and CPJ requested a review 

of the existing law. According to a CPJ study, there are currently seven journalists detained in Ethiopia. Government officials state 

that the journalists are not being held because of the anti-terrorism law but “accused the journalists of involvement in anti-

government plots and other security-related offenses”. On 17 June, Sudan Tribune reports that Ethiopia passed a new law that bans 

Skype or other voice-over-Internet-Protocol (VoIP) services capable of audio and video communication.  
 

Kenya 

Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN) announced that, on 14 June, a panel met to discuss the status of the Dadaab refu-

gee camp and its future operation. Attendees involved relevant stakeholders such as government officials, non-governmental organi-

sations (NGOs), representatives from the camp as well as UN agencies. Topics of discussion included the need for the international 

community to accept more refugees, resettling some refugees to smaller camps and creating initiatives to enable the refugees to be-

come more self-reliant. The 20-year-old camp is hosting close to 500,000 refugees, predominantly from Somalia, and was described 

by the Dagahaley Youth vice-chair Bare Osman Abdi as an “open prison” because some residents have been at the camp since it was 

established. Abdi urges the Kenyan government to review its employment act, as current regulations prohibit Somali refugees from 

working in Kenya. 
 

Emrah Erdogan, a German national of Turkish origin who was allegedly involved in the May 2012 bomb attack on a shopping centre 

in Nairobi that injured more than 30 people, was arrested in Tanzania, reports BBC. Erdogan had been fighting with al Shabaab in 

Somalia and the militant group threatened to launch attacks in Kenya after troops were deployed to Somalia in 2011.  
 

Somalia 

Transitional Federal Government (TFG) President Sharif Sheikh Ahmed and a delegation of government officials travelled to Af-

goye to meet with traditional elders to discuss alleged abuses of civilians by military forces stationed in the Afgoye corridor and 

ways to improve “harmonization between the elders and the government”, reports Garowe Online. The government promised severe 

punishment for soldiers engaging in abuses. African Union (AU) troops recently captured Afgoye, a former al Shabaab stronghold. 

According to Reuters, AU and TFG troops had secured the corridor, a strip of land believed to hold around 400,000 people displaced 

by conflict, last month. Garowe Online reported on 16 June that an al Shabaab suicide bomber rammed a car loaded with explosives 

into a gate of a government base in Afgoye. Any possible casualties or injured could not be verified.  
 

Al Shabaab recaptured their former stronghold El Bur after allied forces retreated on 10 June, states Garowe Online. The town had 

been captured by Ahlu Sunnah and Ethiopian troops in March 2012; however, Ahlu Sunnah stated that allied forces retreated from El 

Bur for tactical reasons, according to another Garowe Online article. Al Shabaab beheaded two young men from El Bur, accusing 

them of working with the pro-government and Ethiopian forces.   
 

The Guardian reports that African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) troops are advancing to the al Shabaab stronghold in Kis-

mayo. The port city is important for al Shabaab as the Islamist militants use the funds raised from levying taxes on the port, writes 

BBC. The Kenyan prime minister calls on the European Union and the United States to provide troops and funds in order to drive al 

Shabaab out of the southern port of Kismayo.  
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 Have a question on the Horn of Africa: Land & Sea?  
Submit an RFI or recommend a topic for future In Focus coverage. 

Contact us at Mediterranean@cimicweb.org or visit us online at www.cimicweb.org. 

We look forward to hearing from you!  

The US Department of State has authorised rewards totalling up to USD 33 million for information leading to the whereabouts of 

seven key al Shabaab leaders. Following the Friday prayers on 08 June, al Shabaab announced that they will be offering chickens 

and camels as rewards for information on the location of US President Obama and US Secretary of State Clinton, reports Reuters.  
 

On 18 June, the Fund for Peace released their 2012 Failed States Index which ranks almost 200 countries “based on their levels of 

stability and the pressures they face”. Somalia is ranked number one for the 5 th consecutive year citing “widespread lawlessness, 

ineffective government, terrorism, insurgency, crime and well-publicised pirate attacks against foreign vessels”. 
 

After four years without access to healthcare, the town of Hudur in the Bakool region of Somalia will be the site of a new field hos-

pital, established with assistance from the World Health Organization (WHO), which has opened clinics in other regions around the 

country, according to AFP. WHO’s emergency coordinator in Somalia, Omar Saleh, said “we have to start targeting the people 

where they are. The more you target Mogadishu, the more you encourage the displaced to go to Mogadishu. The more you target the 

people in their place, the more they stay.”  
 

Somalia Piracy 

On 05 June, the Greek-owned, Marshall Island-flagged chemical tanker MT Liquid Velvet and its 21 crewmembers were released 

after USD 4 million was allegedly paid in ransom, reports gCaptain. While traveling from Suez to India, the tanker was hijacked on 

31 October 2011 in the Gulf of Aden (GoA). According to reports, it was used by the pirates as a mothership. 
 

According to Somalia Report, the families of the 23 hostages from Bangladesh, Iran, Pakistan and Sri Lanka of the Malaysian-

owned container ship MV Albedo, are trying to raise the money for the release of the crewmembers, but not the vessel. Hostage 

families are pleading via their website Save MV Albedo and social networks such as Facebook for donations to raise USD 1.7 mil-

lion towards the pirates’ ransom demands. The hostages have been allegedly transferred from their vessel to land to pressure the 

families of the hostages in hopes of receiving the ransom quicker, as deadlines for the ransom were not met. The vessel was hijacked 

on 26 November 2010 in the Indian Ocean, about 293 miles west of the Maldives.   
 

Garowe Online reports that a delegation which includes the governor of Puntland’s Bari region, Abdisamad Mohamed Galan, have 

been visiting various districts in Bari and met with officials, residents and community leaders to discuss the maritime piracy situa-

tion, including ways to improve it and maintain “a pirate free region”. Recently, the Maritime Police Force (PMPF) had been carry-

ing out successful counter-piracy missions in the Bari and Karkaar regions. During Galan’s visits, he established police forces in 

villages and also reinforced weak local administrations.  
 

Associated Press (AP) reports that on 14 June a court in Paris convicted four of the six alleged Somali pirates for their involvement 

in the attack on the French luxury yard Ponant in the GoA in 2008 (see Mediterranean Review, 05 June, 2012). Their sentences 

range from four to 10 years, while the two other Somalis were acquitted.  
 

Radio Netherlands Worldwide (RNW) informs that insurers and ship-owners call on the government to allow private armed security 

guards on Dutch ships traveling in pirate-prone areas. The Dutch Navy often provides vessel protection detachments for Dutch mer-

chant vessels, but Dutch insurance companies and ship-owners claim that the navy is “underequipped to protect all ships passing 

through the GoA”. According to the Dutch Minister of Defence, Hans Hillen, Dutch naval protection will increase from 50 to 175 

cases next year. The Netherlands will expand their support to NATO’s Operation Ocean Shield by sending extra personnel, two 

Cougar helicopters, one unmanned plane and a submarine. Any discussion about EU’s Operation ATALANTA has been halted until 

after parliamentary elections in September, since the Dutch parliament deemed the mission controversial.  
 

Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) hosted the 24th Shared Awareness and Deconfliction (SHADE) conference in Bahrain. Attendees 

included partner navies, law enforcement agencies, various governments and the shipping industry. SHADE meetings focus on the 

improvement of “cooperation and coordination of the maritime forces operating in the region” as well as establishing new counter-

piracy initiatives. In further CMF related news, Combined Task Force (CTF) 151 has a new commander, Rear Admiral Anho 

Chung, Republic of Korea Navy. 
 

Mozambique adopted the Djibouti Code of Conduct, reports Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique. The Code of Conduct con-

cerning the Repression of Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in the Western Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden was estab-

lished in January 2009. The adoption of the code will enable Mozambique to share information among other member countries in 

the region, gain access to technical training and also receive support “for the purchase of equipment for the fight against piracy”.  
 

Arab News reports that the International Maritime Organization’s Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Maritime Se-

curity and Anti-Piracy Programs, Hartmut Hesse, visited Saudi Arabia to speak at the Border Guard exhibition. Hesse stated that 

Saudi Arabia is playing an active role in anti-piracy operations such as providing cash contributions, training coast guards and 

adopting legislation to apprehend and prosecute pirates.  
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Algeria  

Reuters reports that parliamentary elections in May 2012 saw an increase in women’s representation in the People’s Assembly from 

31 to 146 women, who now comprise 31.6% of the lower house. A quota mandated by President Abdelaziz Bouteflika facilitated this 

increased representation and as a result, Algeria currently has the highest share of female lawmakers in the Arab world. Tunisia fol-

lows with 26.7% of parliamentary seats held by women. In other news, Magharebia reports that many Algerian parties are facing 

internal strife and boycotts after last month’s elections.  
 

An Algerian court acquitted two Algerians, who were detained in the US military prison at Guantanamo Bay for their alleged in-

volvement in a terrorist organisation, due to a “lack of evidence”. The men were transferred to Algerian authorities in 2008 after 

being held for six years without trial. Of the 17 nationals whom the United States has transferred to Algerian authorities, six have 

been acquitted. 
 

Six members of al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) were killed during two separate raids by security forces, reported Agence 

France-Presse (AFP). According to Algerian newspapers, three suspected militants were killed in Tizi Ouzou on 05 June. Algerian 

security forces killed an additional three militants in a separate raid east of Tizi Ouzou. AFP also reported that on 16 June, two police 

officers were killed, and two officers and three civilians were wounded when armed men attacked police barracks east of the capital 

Algiers. 
 

Libya 

Reuters reports on 18 June that the International Criminal Court (ICC), UN Security Council (UNSC), the head of NATO Anders 

Fogh Rasmussen and human rights groups have called upon Libyan authorities to release ICC delegates who are accused of passing 

sensitive documents to imprisoned Saif al Islam from his former right hand man – fugitive Mohammed Ismail. The international 

community maintains that the delegation should be afforded diplomatic protection as they were under a mandate from the ICC and 

the UNSC. Meanwhile, the Australian Foreign Minister Bob Carr has arrived in Libya to push for the release of the detained ICC 

staff, according to Reuters. 
 

Numerous reports of violence in Libya surfaced over the past two weeks. On 17 June, al Jazeera reports that government troops in-

tervened to quell clashes between rival armed groups that killed 16 people over a period of six days in western Libya. Voice of Amer-

ica (VOA) states that violence in recent months has been the result of pre-existing tensions within Libya that are now spilling over, 

according to Spencer Butts of the Institute for the Study of War. Magharebia indicates that a “military zone” was declared in the 

western Nafusa Mountains where Libyan officials called for a ceasefire in Zintan, Mizdah and al Shaqiqa to allow for humanitarian 

aid and the evacuation of the wounded. Recent fighting in the region has claimed 14 lives. Foreign Policy magazine states that the 

US mission in Bengahazi was attacked by a roadside bomb on 06 June. Hours earlier, the US confirmed a drone attack had killed 

Libyan senior al Qaeda operative in Pakistan, Abu Yahya al Libi, according to Reuters. The Financial Times reports that the 

“Brigades of Captive Omar Abdul Rahman”, a militant Islamist group, claimed responsibility for the attack on the US mission as 

retaliation for the killing of Libi. Also, al Jazeera reports that a British convoy carrying the British ambassador to Libya was at-

tacked in Benghazi with a rocket-propelled grenade (RPG). 
 

Al Jazeera reports that tribal clashes in western and southern Libya have intensified in the run up to Libyan elections. Campaigning 

for the upcoming 07 July national assembly elections has begun, according to Reuters. Libya’s electoral commission said candidates 

will have 18 days to campaign between 18 June and 05 July. Independent candidates number 2,501 while 1,206 political association 

candidates are running for the assembly. Over 80% of eligible voters in Libya have registered to participate in the elections.  
 

Bloomberg reports that Libya’s oil ministry has opened a department in Benghazi in efforts to decentralise and improve the admin-

istration of the country’s National Oil Corporation headquartered in Tripoli. Eastern Libya, where significant oil reserves lie, was 

marginalised economically and politically under the Gaddafi regime. 
 

Mali  

The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) warns that swarms of locusts are moving south from Libya and Algeria into 

northern parts of Niger and Mali. The early rains across the Sahel have led to the growth of vegetation on which the insects can feed. 

The locusts can travel 100 to 200 km a day and their advance stops when prevailing winds from the South halt their movement. 

There are concerns over further food insecurity as the current movement of locusts is coinciding with the planting season for farmers 

across the Sahel.  
 

Reuters reports that the 22 March coup and resulting instability in the country have resulted in a USD 1.14 billion budget shortfall. 

The suspension of foreign budgetary aid coupled with an economic slowdown following the coup has significantly impacted Mali. 

Companies have begun laying off workers, the tourism industry has dried up and the country’s economic growth forecast has been 

revised from a  projected 6% to negative 1.2% in 2012. 
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Mauritania 

Integrated Regional Information Network (IRIN) reports that some living in eastern and south-eastern Mauritania have been sur-

prised by the intensity and severity of this year’s drought in their regions. Some local populations have been without food “for more 

than three months”. Mauritania is ranked among the bottom 30 countries in the Human Development Index (HDI) and recently re-

quested USD 95 million assistance to help respond to the food crisis. Algeria donated food, tents and medicine to Mauritania, ac-

cording to Magharebia.  
 

Tunisian Prime Minster Hamadi Jebali arrived in Nouakchott on 17 June for the inauguration of the new Tunisian embassy and to 

hold diplomatic talks with Mauritanian officials, reports Magharebia. In another article, Magharebia reports that Mauritania plans 

to open a free zone in Nouadhibou in late 2012 capitalising on the enormous strategic importance the Bay of Nouadhibou plays in 

the region. The port city of Nouadhibou, located 450 km north of Nouakchott, is considered the country’s economic capital.  
 

Most Salafists reject democracy, seeing it as an “invention of infidels” but instead support the adoption of Sharia law. However a 

group of Salafists in Mauritania are looking to establish a political party called “El Bir Association” . The group is encountering 

substantial resistance from more conservative Salafists within the country, according to Magharebia.  
 

Morocco  

Al Arabiya reports the large salaries of Morocco’s top government officials reveals a significant gap in salary ranges of civil serv-

ants that must be addressed. A minister in Morocco receives 40 times the salary of an average employee. Finally, a Moroccan hold-

ing Danish citizenship now stands trial for organising activities for a banned Islamist group, Hizb ut Tahrir, according to Maghare-

bia. 
 

Nigeria 

Numerous reports of violence surfaced in Nigeria over the past two weeks. According to witnesses and security officials, many 

 BBCOn June 10, . Reutersblast at police headquarters in the city of Maiduguri on 08 June, reports  killed by a bombpeople were 

reports that seven more people were killed while 50 were injured in attacks by the militant Islamist group Boko Haram during 

local  no group has claimed responsibility for the killing of a, AFP, triggering deadly reprisal attacks. According to church services

further reports that Nigerian troops raided a Boko Haram hideout in AFP by gunmen.  eastern Nigeria-on 12 June in north lawmaker

the northern city of Kano on 15 June that resulted in the death of four suspected Boko Haram members. The raid uncovered 

improvised explosive devices (IED), ammunition, scanners, printers and four stolen police identity cards. In other security news, 

also claimed responsibility for the suicide bombing of a church in Bauchi city that killed 12  militant groupthe reports that  Reuters

in Kaduna, northern  three churchesreports that Boko Haram claimed responsibility for the 17 June bombings of  BBCpeople. 

Nigeria and said the blasts were in revenge for recent “Christian atrocities” against Muslims. At least 50 people were killed in the 

church bombings while the Red Cross said another 131 people were injured. Rioting erupted in the aftermath of the attacks and 

resulted in additional retaliatory attacks by Christian youth against Muslims.   
 

Tunisia 

In what is reported as the worst violence since former president Ben Ali’s was ousted from power in 2011, one man died and around 

100 people were injured, including 65 policemen, as a result of a three-day wave of riots that began on 10 June, reports AFP. The 

riots appear to be in response to an art exhibition that included works deemed as offensive to Islam. Tunisia’s government has 

blamed Salafists and old regime loyalists for the violence and have dismissed suggestions that al Qaeda was involved. BBC reports 

that Tunisian authorities banned protests planned for 15 June by rival Islamist groups. According to Reuters, the struggle over the 

role of religion in government and society is one of the most divisive issues in Tunisian politics. Al Qaeda’s leader, Ayman al 

Zawahri, said that Tunisia’s democratically elected Islamist Ennahda party has betrayed itself and Islam because the party has prom-

ised not to impose Sharia law, reports Magharebia.  
 

On 13 June, ousted president Ben Ali was sentenced in absentia by a Tunisian court for his involvement in the bloody crackdown on 

protests that ignited the Arab Spring, reports AFP. Ben Ali was sentenced to life in prison while his former interior minister Rafik 

Belhaj Kacem and several of Ali’s close associates received sentences of up to 15 years in prison. Other key figures had their charg-

es dismissed. The conviction was the first of senior regime personnel. Some fear that anger over the acquittals and the inability to 

carry out Ben Ali’s sentence, currently in exile in Saudi Arabia, could lead to new violence. 
 

According to AFP, representatives from Tunisia’s tourism industry demonstrated in the capital Tunis on 16 June as they called for 

the government to do more to maintain stability in the country. Tunisia’s tourist industry accounts for 7% of the GDP and employs 

about 400,000 people. The industry is struggling to recover from a fall in tourism following last year’s uprising.  
 

Tunisian Prime Minister Hamadi Jebali is meeting with his counterpart in Morocco for the 17 th session of the Tunisian-Moroccan 

high joint committee, reports Tunis Afrique Presse. The aim of the meeting is to strengthen the relations between the two countries 

and boost bilateral co-operation in different sectors. 
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Egypt 

The entire Parliament has been dissolved following the ruling by the Supreme Constitutional Court on 14 June that one-third of the 

Members of Parliament (MPs) were elected on an unconstitutional basis, reports Associated Press (AP). During the three-month 

election cycle beginning in November 2011, party members contested one third of seats set aside specifically for independent candi-

dates in addition to the remaining two thirds of seats reserved for political parties. This allowed political parties to gain a large share 

of the parliamentary seats at the expense of independent candidates, a method the courts have now ruled as “a violation of the prin-

ciple of equality”. Despite this dissolution, all previous decisions made by Parliament will remain in force. Ahram Online reports 

that until new members are elected for all of Parliament, legislative authorities will be transferred to the ruling Supreme Council of 

the Armed Forces (SCAF). Additionally, SCAF has asserted its right to appoint a prime minister and cabinet ministers, civil and 

military officials, and the right to legislate and determine budgetary matters. 
 

Following discussions between SCAF and political stakeholders, it was announced 07 June that an agreement had been reached on 

the makeup of the Constituent Assembly, which has been tasked with drafting Egypt’s new constitution, reports Egypt Independent. 

However, according to al Jazeera, dozens of secular Egyptian MPs walked out of a 12 June session to elect members to the consti-

tutional assembly, claiming that Islamist parties were again trying to dominate the new panel. This was the second attempt to elect 

the constitutional assembly after the first attempt broke down amid accusations that it favoured Islamist groups too heavily at the 

expense of minorities and liberals. On 17 June, SCAF issued a supplementary Constitutional Declaration stating that they would 

form a committee to write the new constitution if the current Constituent Assembly is challenged before the courts and invalidated 

(similar to the Parliamentary challenge described above), reports state news agency MENA.  
 

Al Jazeera reports that Egypt’s constitutional court ruled that former president Hosni Mubarak’s Prime Minister Ahmed Shafiq 

would be allowed to continue to run for president. The court had ruled that a previous law banning former Mubarak government 

officials from running for president was unconstitutional. Following the two-day presidential run-off which began 16 June, both the 

Muslim Brotherhood’s candidate, Mohammed Morsy, and Ahmed Shafiq have claimed victory; however, electoral supervisors have 

warned that official results may not be published until 21 June, reports Reuters. According to AP, SCAF stated on 18 June that it 

would hand over power at the end of June to the country’s newly-elected president. 
 

The Justice Ministry issued a decree that is seen as largely re-instituting some of the emergency powers contained in the emergency 

law that was allowed to expire two weeks ago, reports al Jazeera. The recent decree allows military police and intelligence officers 

to arrest civilians that are deemed “harmful to the government” and can include those “obstructing traffic” and “resisting orders”. 

Egypt Independent reports that human rights organisations have called attention to the increasing trend of sexual harassment and 

violence against female demonstrators in Tahrir Square and surrounding streets. The organisations stressed that these attacks suc-

ceed “in keeping women away from protests, especially during the night hours”. It is believed that the assaults are organised by op-

ponents of the protests, in addition to military and security troops. 
 

Saudi Arabia, through the Saudi Fund for Development, will provide Egypt with USD 430 million in project aid and allow Egypt to 

use a USD 750 million line of credit to import oil products, reports Reuters. Earlier in June, Saudi Arabia had transferred a separate 

USD 1.5 billion to Cairo for use as direct budget support. According to Reuters, Saudi Arabia is keen to help Egypt overcome its 

political and economic problems and is concerned that turmoil in the Middle East could spread. Additionally, the Arab Monetary 

Fund (AMF), a multilateral lending body, said on 17 June that it was arranging a USD 65 million credit facility for Egypt in order to 

help the country trade with other Arab states, reports Reuters. According to MENA, the IMF will restart negotiations over a USD 3.2 

billion IMF loan to Egypt following the presidential elections. Agence France-Presse (AFP) reports that Egypt’s long-term foreign 

currency rating and long-term local currency rating have been downgraded by Fitch Ratings due to increasing uncertainties over the 

political and economic future of the country. 
 

South Sudan 

AFP reports that on 18 June, a plane carrying 127 South Sudanese back to South Sudan departed from Israel, marking the first wave 

of expulsions of tens of thousands of Africans from Israel. Those who agreed to leave voluntarily were promised a grant of USD 

1,250 per adult and USD 500 per child. Referring to the migrants as “infiltrators”, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stat-

ed that “they will no longer be taken to Tel Aviv but put in detention for long periods”. Israeli officials report that there are at least 

1,500 South Sudanese in the country but human rights groups put the number closer to 700. Until a court ruling on 07 June, South 

Sudanese were permitted to stay in Israel, as their home country was deemed unsafe, reports Reuters. 
 

The Project General Manager of the Japanese Toyota Tsusho Corporation, Yoichiro Iwasaki, met with the South Sudanese Vice 

President, Riek Machar, to discuss building a pipeline connecting South Sudanese oil fields to Kenya, reports the Sudan Tribune. 

The Vice President’s Press Secretary, James Gatdet Dak, told the Sudan Tribune that the company was willing to finance the project 
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by loans and would coordinate with the Ministry of Petroleum and Mining on a contract outlining methods of repayment by the 

government. The company has already completed the feasibility study. 
 

According to the Sudan Tribune, a coalition of civil society activists have petitioned South Sudan President Salva Kiir to openly 

name the 75 current and former officials that are accused of misappropriating almost USD 4 billion worth of public funds. Kiir has 

opened the “South Sudan Stolen Funds Recovery Account” for officials to return funds. South Sudan’s national parliament has 

called on President Kiir to suspend those public officials who have been implicated in corruption and theft of the funds. 
 

Sudan 

Reuters reports that Sudan plans to cut government spending and increase taxes and customs duties in an effort to plug a USD 2.4 

billion budget deficit. The Sudanese governing National Congress Party’s (NCP) leadership made the decision to cut its share of the 

government’s executive and legislative body at both the national and state level by 30%, reports 

the Sudan Tribune. It is believed that the decision was made in anticipation of a negative public 

response once fuel subsidies are lifted. NCP has been criticised in the past for having an inflated 

government during times of economic crisis. Sudanese Minister of Finance Ali Mahmoud report-

ed that the government’s recent economic decisions, such as the lifting of fuel subsidies, reflect 

the fact that the government is bankrupt, reports the Sudan Tribune. The minister attributed the 

country’s current economic reality to a lack of investment in traditional sectors of production like 

agriculture in addition to high taxes and greater consumption of imported goods. Sudan’s econo-

my has been struggling with inflation and a depreciating currency since South Sudan became 

independent in July 2011. On 11 June, the Sudan Tribune reports that Forex Bureaus in Sudan 

started using higher exchange rates for USD in an effort to prevent further depreciation of the 

local currency and to match the USD’s value on the black market. 
 

Sudan freed two members of the opposition Popular Congress Party (PCP) after having detained the men since December 2011 on 

charges that they were maintaining a “direct relationship” with rebel groups, reports Reuters. Opposition leaders have complained 

about increased political oppression since South Sudan’s secession almost a year ago. AFP reports that Sudanese security agents 

seized all copies of three independent newspapers on 17 June in the latest move to crackdown on local independent dailies. On 16 

and 17 June, an AFP correspondent reported that Sudanese riot police used tear gas and batons against students in Khartoum who 

were protesting high food prices. The Sudan Tribune reports that hundreds of students attended both days of protests in Khartoum 

and that there were similar protests on 17 June at Shendi University in Nile River state and the eastern town of Kassala. 
 

United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan Ali al Za’tari expressed concern in a released statement about 

reports of raids and looting of markets by armed groups in South and North Kordofan states. Also noted was the high number of 

people who have fled to South Sudan to escape severe food shortages and fighting in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states. In other 

related humanitarian news, AFP reports that the newly-appointed UN expert on human rights in Sudan, Mashood Adebayo Baderin, 

stated that he was prevented from visiting Darfur by the Khartoum government.  
 

The African Union’s (AU) July summit has been moved from Malawi to Ethiopia due to Malawi’s refusal to allow Sudanese Presi-

dent Omar al Bashir to attend the event, reports al Jazeera. Malawi, a member of the International Criminal Court (ICC), would be 

expected to arrest Bashir if he entered Malawi since Bashir is wanted by the ICC over charges of crimes against humanity in Dar-

fur. If Malawi fails to arrest Bashir, their foreign aid – which comprises 40% of their budget – could be cut. 
 

Conflict 

Meetings between South Sudan and Sudan ended on 07 June without an endorsement of a buffer zone between the two countries, 

reports the Sudan Tribune, with each having a different view of where the border line between the two countries should be drawn. 

According to the South Sudanese delegation, there are nine contested areas; whereas, Sudan initially said there were four disputed 

border areas. On 16 June, Bashir reaffirmed that Sudan would only negotiate a buffer zone along the border based on a map agreed 

by the two parties when South Sudan’s independence was declared, reports the Sudan Tribune. According to Reuters, the two sides 

will resume negotiations over border security in Addis Ababa on 19 June when they will also discuss compensation rates to Sudan 

for the export of South Sudanese oil through the North.  
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The head of UN Peacekeeping Operations, Herve Ladsous, has referred to the Syrian conflict as a “full-scale civil war”, reports Ra-

dio New Zealand. Ladsous told reporters that the Syrian government was attempting to regain large regions of urban territory that 

were now controlled by opposition forces by using tanks, artillery and attack helicopters. McClatchy asserts that rebels also control 

many towns and villages in northern Syria. Meanwhile, Russia warned that the threat of civil war reinforced the need for internation-

al response, reports Bloomberg News. Agence-France Presse (AFP) reports that US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton accused Rus-

sia on 12 June of providing attack helicopters to the Syrian government “which will escalate the conflict quite dramatically”. In turn, 

Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov accused the United States on 13 June of supplying weapons to Syrian opposition groups. In 

related developments, the US government has asked Britain to help disrupt the voyage of the Russian vessel MV Alaed, thought to 

be carrying attack helicopters and munitions to Syria, according to the Telegraph. The United States has asked British officials to 

stop the Alaed from delivering its cargo by using sanctions legislation to force its London-based insurer to withdraw the vessel’s 

cover. Associated Press (AP) reports that US Secretary of Defence Panetta expressed his concern that two Russian navy ships carry-

ing marines to Syria in efforts to protect Russian citizens and Russia’s Tartus naval base, could be supplying lethal arms to the Syri-

an regime. Russian officials expressed their concern for Russian citizens in Syria and were prepared to evacuate them if necessary.  
 

On 06 June, as Annan’s peace plan faltered, Reuters reported that former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan presented to the UN 

Security Council a new proposal to stop the unrest in Syria. Annan proposes a “Contact Group” that would bring together China, 

Britain, France, Russia, the United States, and other key regional leaders such as Iran, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Turkey in efforts to 

map out a political transition for Syria that would lead to Assad’s “stepping aside” and holding free elections. The proposal is loose-

ly based on a power transition adopted in Yemen. According to Kuwait Times, Russia supports such a plan and pushed for an inter-

national conference that would include Iran to end bloodshed in Syria. In response, Iran expressed its support of an international con-

ference aimed at saving a failed Annan peace plan, according to AFP. On the same day, Reuters reports that Saudi Arabia, the United 

States, and dozens of other countries agreed that further economic sanctions are necessary to continue pressure on the Syrian regime. 

A multinational meeting agreed that, at a minimum, an asset freeze of senior Syrian government officials as well as restricted busi-

ness with Syria’s central bank and leading commercial bank was needed to further isolate his regime from the global financial sys-

tem. The recent al Kubeir massacre provided additional motivation for Western governments to launch a push for tough new sanc-

tions against Damascus, according to Kuwait Times.  
 

Syria’s state run news agency, SANA, reported that President Assad has appointed his agricultural minister to the post of prime min-

ister and has tasked him to form a new government. During a meeting in Bejing on 05 June, Chinese and Russian presidents pledged 

to increase their cooperation at the UN Security Council where historically both countries have resisted tougher measures against the 

Assad regime. In a new development, Russia said that President Bashar al-Assad could leave power as part of a settlement to end 

bloodshed in Syria, as Saudi Arabia called on Moscow to end its support for his embattled regime, according to AFP.  
 

Syrian Opposition 

According to Voice of American (VOA), Abdulbaset Sieda has been named the Syrian National Council’s (SNC) newest leader at a 

10 June meeting in Istanbul. SNC member Abdel Hamid Al Attassi described Sieda as a consensus figure, adding that “[h]e is also 

well-known, a moderate man. We shouldn’t claim that he has Islamic tendencies or secular tendencies. He has been approved and 

accepted by everyone”. Sieda is in his mid-50s and currently lives in exile in Sweden. 
 

AFP reports that Syrian opposition groups including the SNC, the National Coordination Committee for Democratic Change, the 

Kurdish National Council and the Democratic Forum will meet in Brussels beginning 23 June to forge stronger unity amongst oppo-

nents of Assad’s regime. The meeting, led by Syrians, is being funded by the European Union (EU) which is in line with the EU goal 

of uniting the opposition. 
 

Syrian opposition forces in Turkey emphatically state that they are under-armed and are unaware of receiving any weapons from 

outside donors, reports Reuters. Other rebel fights say they have witnessed heavier weaponry smuggled into Syria through the po-

rous borders of Lebanon, Iraq, and Turkey from Qatar and Saudi Arabia. Even so, one Free Syrian Army fighter stated that less than 

half of those fighting in his group have a gun.  
 

Security 

On 16 June, AP reports the suspension of the UN observer mission in Syria after rising violence in the past 10 days posed significant 

risk to the safety of the 300 unarmed observers in Syria. Major General Robert Mood, head of the UN observer mission, indicated 

observers were not leaving the country at this time and the suspension would be reviewed on a daily basis. Meanwhile, AP reports 

that the Arab League called for the deployment of a peacekeeping force in Syria on 18 June. The appeal, however, could face strong 

opposition from UN allies China and Russia. 
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Human Rights Watch (HRW) reports that Syria is using sexual violence as torture in the country’s on-going conflict. In interviews, 

those detained by the government, many for political activism, say they were sexually assaulted by either the Syrian army or pro-

government militias known as Shabiha. Sexual violence is not limited to detention facilities; government forces and pro-government 

Shabiha militia members have also sexually assaulted women and girls during home raids and residential sweeps.  
 

On 06 June, Syrian activists report that government helicopters and tanks attacked rebel army strongholds in the coastal province of 

Latakia, according to PanARMENIAN. On the same day, a spokesperson for the SNC accused the Syrian government of carrying out 

another attack in al Kubeir, a small village outside of Hama, in which 100 people including numerous women and children were 

killed, reports the Guardian. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights alleges the ensuing massacre was carried out by Shabiha 

militiamen after the shelling of the town by government forces. Meanwhile, Syrian state television reported that troops had attacked 

“terrorists” – the catch-all phrase used by Syrian officials for any opposition, armed or peaceful to the regime. At the United Na-

tions, Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said that the most recent massacre was “shocking and sickening” and indicated that UN mon-

itors were shot at attempting to enter the village, reports Middle East Online. Later, Major General Mood said that Syrian soldiers 

and local civilians prevented his monitors from reaching the area. Syrian state television denied that monitors were being prevented 

from accessing the village and added that government authorities were cooperating with monitors. Days later, UN observers who 

visited the village of al Kubeir, confirmed that at least 55 people were killed, reporting that they saw blood on the walls and “a 

strong stench of burnt flesh”, according to the Kuwait Times. Elsewhere on 06 June, AFP reports that armed rebel groups engaged 

regime forces at an intelligence headquarters as well as various checkpoints in the capital city of Damascus. The Syrian Observatory 

for Human Rights reported that fighting in several Damascus neighbourhoods was intensely violent. In the northern province of 

Aleppo, Syrian regime forces killed a student and in central province of Hama a civilian was shot and killed. Finally, opposition and 

government forces clashed in the province of Latakia, where rebels temporarily seized two security headquarters.  
 

On 10 June, Trend reports at least 19 people were killed in fighting as Syrian troops shelled strategic targets in the province of 

Homs. On 12 June, the New York Times (NYT) asserted that at least four other incidents of massacres have taken place in Syria over 

recent weeks while on 14 June, a car bomb detonated in Damascus killing one and injuring 14 other people in the suburb of Sayyida 

Zainab which is home to one of Shi’ite Muslims’ most holy sites. Meanwhile, clashes throughout the country killed 24 people. On 

16 June, Agenzia Giornalistica Italia (AGI) reports that over 30,000 Syrian soldiers have been deployed to Homs for a large offen-

sive. Syrian rebels are fearing a new massacre in the central province of Homs. AFP reports at least 36 people were killed in fighting 

across the county on 17 June with military operations centred largely in the provinces of Damascus and Douma. Finally, rebel leader 

Abu Imad told Reuters on 18 June that “[a]round 85% of Homs is now under shelling or bombardment with mortar rounds and 

heavy machineguns”. Many of the wounded were without treatment as hospitals were now controlled by Shabiha, militiamen loyal 

to Assad. A Pakistani daily paper, The News International, reports on 17 June another Syrian army general has defected and joined 

Syrian opposition forces in southeastern Turkey.   
 

Humanitarian 

On 06 June, AP reports that Syria has agreed to allow humanitarian workers and supplies into four of its provinces hit hardest by 

violence. At the same time, however, Damascus has called European envoys and the United States unwelcome in retaliation for ear-

lier Western expulsions of Syrian diplomats. Turkish officials report that 2,700 Syrians fleeing violence crossed the border into Tur-

key over a period of five days, reports Reuters. Syrian forces have begun burning wooded areas close to the Syria-Turkey border in 

order to flush out rebels seeking cover. The AP reports that Major General Mood, head of the UN observer mission, demanded that 

Syrian officials and rebel leaders allow the evacuation of women, children, elderly and sick people in the besieged city of Homs as 

well as other regions where fighting is concentrated. Also, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) Navi Pillay called 

the shelling of populated areas in Syria “crimes against humanity”, according to United Press International (UPI).  
 

The Syrian regime has used children as human shields on tanks and tortured youths whose parents are suspected dissidents, accord-

ing to a UN report on “Children and Armed Conflict”, released 11 June. UN officials commented that the violence against children 

in Syria’s 16 month-old conflict is “especially gruesome and shocking”, according to the Christian Science Monitor (CSM). 
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jointly administered Azawad state, MNLA and Ansar Dine have begun to fight against each other, reports Reuters. The conflict be-

tween the two groups stems from their divergent views over the application of Sharia law in the Azawad region. Additionally, the 

MNLA seeks closer alignment with Europe where it has contacts; Ansar Dine is oriented towards the Arab world where it has found 

support, reports Inter Press Service (IPS). 

 

In the aftermath of territory seizure, according to the Washington Post, “a vast new sanctuary is emerging for al-Qaeda’s African 

followers in the desert wastelands of northern Mali, where Tuareg secessionists, allied with extremist Muslim guerrillas, have shak-

en off government rule and declared an independent Islamist state”. According to European diplomats, academic experts and reports 

from the region, this 250,000 square mile territory “risks turning into an outland much like the remote areas of Afghanistan, Paki-

stan, Somalia and Yemen where terrorists linked to al-Qaeda seek safety from U.S. and other efforts to hunt them down”. Reuters 

reports that Niger’s President Mahamadou Issoufou told French 24 that “we have information of the presence of Afghans, Pakistanis 

in northern Mali operating as trainers”. Residents and security experts say “senior AQIM figures are appearing openly in the major 

towns in Mali’s north, having previously been limited to remote desert regions”. Further complicating the situation is the unknown 

number of shoulder-fired ground-to-air missiles and other weapons that were brought to Mali from Libya following the overthrow of 

Moammar Gaddafi.  

 

Despite AQIM’s growing presence in the northern Mali region, locals have expressed that they do not support the presence of 

AQIM and foreign al Qaeda operatives. Magharebia reports that a National Front for the Liberation of Azawad (FNLA) spokesper-

son said “the goal is to expel these terrorist groups that came to our land from outside it, and to restore our city, Timbuktu, and con-

trol it either peacefully or by force”. AFP reports that in response, residents of Timbuktu have organised an armed group called the 

Patriot’s Resistance Movement for the Liberation of Timbuktu in order to “engage in military action against the invaders until they 

leave”. According to Abdoul Maïga, director of the Ahmed Baba Centre for Islamic Studies in Timbuktu, “the people in the northern 

regions of Mali – given the choice – will never agree to live in an Islamic state”, reports IPS. Additionally many residents in north-

ern Mali, particularly in cities like Timbuktu, believe they must preserve their reputation of openness to continue to attract tourists. 

Civilians, primarily women and youth, have recently organised protests against Sharia law in the cities of Kidal and Gao. Following 

the protests, on 08 June the Tuareg tribes Taghat Melet and Idnane, in addition to supporters of the MNLA, clashed with the Ifora 

tribe that supports Ansar Dine near the city of Kidal.  

 

Mali’s current instability has led to an influx in Malians seeking refuge in neighbouring countries of Burkina Faso, Mauritania and 

Niger. As of 04 June, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that “the total number of inter-

nally displaced people (IDPs) within Mali is estimated at 167,257. The number of Malian refugees registered in Burkina Faso, Mau-

ritania and Niger is now 170,489. According to a statement by the Algerian government in March, at least 30,000 more are in Alge-

ria”. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the World Food Programme (WFP) have reported that the 

Sahel region was already facing a food crisis due to prolonged drought, crop deficiencies, high food prices and insecurity. The influx 

of hundreds of thousands of Malian refugees is exacerbating food insecurity in neighbouring host communities, some of which have 

already been “reduced to eating wild plants to survive”. The World Bank’s June 2012 Sahel Drought Situation Report No. 7 states 

that per country, the drought is affecting 1 million people in Mauritania; 6.4 million in Niger; 3.6 million in Chad; 3.6 million in 

Mali; and 2.85 million in Burkina Faso. 

 

There has been some recent progress in talks regarding northern Mali. AFP reported that on 09 June Ibrahim Ag Mohamed Assaleh, 

who led a team of the Tuareg’s MNLA, met with the Economic Community of West African States’ (ECOWAS) Mali crisis ap-

pointed mediator Blaise Compaore, who is also the president of Burkina Faso. The MNLA stated that they were willing to accept 

“ECOWAS’ and the international community’s mediation in order to end the crisis”. AFP further reports that on 18 June Ansar Dine 

spokesman Cheick Ag Wissa stated during a meeting in Ouagadougou between President Comparore and an Ansar Dine delegation 

that Ansar Dine was willing to engage in the negotiation process. Djibrill Bassole, Comparore’s foreign minister, stated that the ne-

gotiation process would hinge on Ansar Dine’s willingness to break away from AQIM. ECOWAS has secured troop commitments 

from Nigeria, Niger and Senegal in order to provide the core of a 3,270-strong military force whose mission would initially be to 

strengthen Mali’s fragmented army and stabilise political institutions, reports Reuters. The UN Security Council has declared “their 

readiness to further examine the request of ECOWAS once additional information has been provided regarding the objectives, 

means and modalities of the envisaged deployment and other possible measures”. According to the International Business Times, 

French President Francois Hollande said he would support a UN intervention in Mali but this support would be conditional upon 

African countries leading the initiative. 
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