
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Regionally, 553,773 people 

were affected by floods and 

storms this rainfall season. 

 The flood response in 

Comoros is moving towards 

the early recovery phase. 

 While the harvest season is 

progressing well, serious 

pockets of food insecurity 

persist. 

 In Angola, an estimated 

366,780 households 

(1,833,900 people) are 

expected to be affected by 

drought, with 533,000 

children under age 5 that 

could be affected by various 

levels of malnutrition. 

Flood season draws to a close 
Overview 
The month of May is usually considered the end of the rainfall (and flood) season in 
southern Africa. While average to above average rainfall was originally predicted for 
much of the region, the 2011/2012 season was characterized by below average rainfall 
over many areas. However, significant flooding did impact a number of countries. 
Cyclone-driven storms and floods affected Madagascar and Mozambique, while Comoros 
was affected by a short period of intense rainfall that caused widespread damage. 
Southern Malawi and north-east South Africa were also affected by flooding. The rest of 
the region was spared the impact of significant floods, notably northern Namibia, which 
experienced large-scale flooding in 2009 and 2011.  

Flood season 2011/12: regional summary 

Country No. of people affected No. of deaths 

Angola                                                  1 491                                         Not known 

Comoros           64 987  4 

Madagascar        260 000  112 

Malawi                                              113 610                                         Not known 

Mozambique        108 048  44 

South Africa                                                     996                                         Not known 

Zambia                                                  4 436                                         Not known 

Zimbabwe                                                     205                                         Not known 

Total                                              553 773  160 

Source: OCHA ROSA Flood Updates and RCO Situation Reports. Data partial and incomplete.  

In total, an estimated 553,773 people were affected by floods and storms across the 
region (a conservative estimate), while at least 160 people died. These figures support 
the idea that the 2011/12 season was relatively mild, but also underlines the fact that 
Governments, supported by United Nations Humanitarian Country Teams (HCTs), are 
more prepared and respond quicker than five years ago. For example, in both 2007/08 
and 2008/09, more than one million people were affected by storms and floods across the 
region. What is more, due in part to heightened preparedness, only one country – 
Comoros – required additional international financial assistance to respond to floods. In 
2007/2008, four countries appealed for response funding: Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe.  

Country summaries 
In Mozambique, the impacts of tropical storms Dando, Funso and Irina affected a total of 
108,048 people (25,880 households) and led to 44 deaths. An estimated 28,000 homes 
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were destroyed, damaged or flooded, 735 classrooms and 31 health units damaged and 
140,538 ha of crops affected, of which 41,979 ha were totally lost. The Government of 
Mozambique, supported by the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), responded quickly 
and comprehensively to the needs of those affected, enabled in part by preparedness 
activities undertaken prior to the flood season, for example contingency planning and 
conducting simulation exercises. A flood lessons learnt workshop will be held on 8 June 
to assess the flood response in preparation for the coming season.    

In Madagascar, the combined impact of tropical storm Giovanna and heavy rains led to 
an official cumulative death toll of 112, with 260,000 people affected and 299 people 
injured, according to the National Bureau for Disaster and Risk Management (BNGRC). 
Preparedness activities, such as the prepositioning of relief items in areas that were likely 
to be affected, assisted in improving the speed of the response. OCHA ROSA deployed a 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer to Madagascar in mid-February to support the flood 
response, followed by the deployment of the ROSA Regional Disaster Response Adviser 
and Information Management Officer.  

Nsanje district in southern Malawi experienced severe floods between 7 and 22 January. 
The floods were caused by the swelling of Ruo and Shire rivers due to heavy rains. The 
first flooding incident occurred on 7 January 2012 and left 1,359 households (6,795 
people) homeless, whilst the second flooding incident occurred between 18 and 22 
January and affected 6,159 people, many of whom were the same people affected by the 
previous floods. The UNCT, in support of the Government of Malawi, mobilized food and 
non-food items to address the needs of those displaced. In total, an estimated 22,722 
households (113,610 people) were affected by storms or floods across Malawi this rainfall 
season. 

Summary of rainfall season: 180-day accumulated rainfall as a percentage of 
normal, 29 September to 26 March 2012 

 

             Source: NOAA 

In South Africa, tropical storm Dando caused heavy rains over the north-eastern 
provinces of Limpopo and Mpumalanga that resulted in the flooding of many areas. 
Maruleng municipality in Limpopo Province was declared disaster area. An estimated 220 
houses were damaged in Limpopo Province, while in Mpumalanga Province 50 
households and 15 schools were affected. These floods also resulted in extensive 
damage to bridges and road infrastructure, temporarily cutting off a number of villages 
and communities. The impact was within the capacity of the Government of South Africa 
to respond.  

Comoros was probably the most flood-affected country this rainfall season. A short period 
of intense rainfall in late April affected an estimated 65,000 people – 9 per cent of the 
total population. An UNDAC team was deployed, headed by the OCHA ROSA Regional 
Disaster Response Adviser, which aimed to support Government and the UNCT in rapid 
assessment and coordination. OCHA ROSA also deployed an Information Management 
Officer to strengthen information management systems. The HCT applied to the Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to cover the immediate needs of the affected 
population. A total of US$2,522,639 was requested and received by UNDP, UNICEF, 
UNFPA, WFP and WHO. On 4 May, the Comoros Red Crescent also applied to its 
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Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) for $871,460. Furthermore, a number of other 
partners contributed financially to the response. 

According to the Comoros Floods Situation Report No. 7, dated 04 June, analysis of 
recently conducted sectoral in-depth assessments for longer-term recovery and 
rehabilitation is ongoing. Data collection for an assessment of the agricultural sector is to 
begin soon. It has been reported that vanilla producers have suffered extensive crop loss 
in the affected areas on Grande Comore, which may diminish exports - a main source of 
income for small scale farmers. FAO has deployed a mission from the regional office to 
look at gaps in the food security sector and possible interventions. The water supply in 
the capital Moroni and surroundings areas is slowly improving. However, it still has to be 
assessed whether the water is suitable for human consumption. 

Most displaced people have returned or are returning to their homes, and the food and 
NFI situation is stable, indicating that the response is moving towards early recovery. 
OCHA ROSA and UNDP BCPR are supporting the UNRCO in the development of an 
Early Recovery Plan, which is expected to be presented to a Donor Round Table in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, by mid-July 2012.  

Regional Food Security 

Overview 
According to the latest RIACSO Food 
Security Matrix, compiled jointly by FAO, 
FEWSNET, OCHA and WFP, food security 
conditions over most parts of southern 
Africa are satisfactory and are expected to 
remain so from April to September 2012. 
The projected average to above average 
maize harvests are assessed to be 
sufficient to meet the region's requirements 
for the next six months and beyond.  

In Malawi and Zambia, the above average 
maize harvests will be complemented by 
large carryover stocks on account of the 
bumper harvests from the past two 
seasons. South Africa, however, is expecting a 74 per cent reduction in its maize 
carryover, but with a 7 per cent increase in the current harvest over the last season, the 
country will still have a sizable exportable surplus in 2012/13.  

However, despite generally satisfactory national food availability, localized areas of 
concern exist where shocks to livelihoods have compromised food availability and 
access. These include Angola, parts of southern Malawi, the semi-arid districts of 
southern and central Mozambique, north-west Namibia, parts of the southern provinces of 
Zimbabwe, and most parts of Lesotho. Food will have to be moved from surplus to deficit 
areas, imported commercially, or distributed as food aid to cover the needs of populations 
facing food shortages. It should also be noted that new crop assessment data is expected 
within the next few weeks, which will provide current data on the number of people food 
insecure.  

Food security: countries of concern 
In Angola - as noted in the OCHA Situation Report No. 1, dated 24 May - an estimated 
366,780 households (1,833,900 people) are expected to be affected by drought, 
according to the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries (MINADERP). 
The country received less than 60 per cent of normal rain this rainfall season, which lasts 
from September to early May, resulting in an estimated 400,000 ton decrease in 
agricultural production nationwide. The worst affected provinces are Bengo, Kwanza Sul, 
Benguela, Huila, Namibe, Cunene, Moxico, Bie, Huambo and Zaire. The impact of the 
drought on food security is most evident in malnutrition levels. A Ministry of Health 
(MINSA) and UN Nutrition Working Group rapid assessment estimates that 533,000 
children under age 5 could be affected by various levels of malnutrition.   

 
Eva-Lotta Jansson/IRIN 
Lesotho, February 2012. Malira Sekho lacks the resources 
or manpower to farm her land.  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Comoros%20Floods%20Situation%20Report%20No%206_25%20May%202012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%201_Angola%20Drought%20Impact_24052012_w%20map.pdf
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For further information, please contact:  
Ignacio Leon-Garca, Head of Office, OCHA ROSA, leoni@un.org, Tel. (+27) 82 908 1338 
Hein Zeelie, Reports Officer, OCHA ROSA, zeelie@un.org, Tel. (+27) 82 908 1441 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at ochaonline.un.org/rosa | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

MINADERP has developed a $49.5 million Drought Response Plan, which was approved 
by the Council of Ministers in mid-April 2012. The plan includes emergency food 
assistance and the distribution of agricultural inputs to affected households.  In addition, a 
Nutrition Action Plan for $46.8 million is being discussed. The United Nations Resident 
Coordinator (UNRC) in Angola has established a higher level group composed of the 
Heads of UNICEF, WHO and FAO, as well as the Resident Coordinator’s Office. This 
higher level group is supported by a technical working group composed of representative 
of these same agencies, and functions as part of the task force established by MINSA to 
develop the Nutrition Action Plan. The United Nations Disaster Management Team 
(UNDMT), chaired by FAO, is also actively involved in planning processes and 
coordinating efforts with relevant government institutions.  

In Lesotho, the beginning of the cropping season was characterized by erratic rains and 
dry spells. Production is expected to be poor, owing to smaller plantings in the 2011/12 
season. Farmers are reported to have planted less - out of 81.7 per cent of households 
who had planned to cultivate this season, 16 per cent planned to cultivate less owing to 
lack of seeds and draught power and weather-related reasons. Due to the expected 
production shortfalls in the 2011/12 season, the Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (LVAC) has projected the number of people experiencing food deficits in the 
period to June 2012 to stand at 513,774.  

Food is generally available in the country due in large part to increased imports, meaning 
that access is the main concern. In the emergency operation (EMOP) of FAO and WFP, 
40,000 food insecure people were targeted in the Senqu River Valley. WFP has already 
distributed 1,263,724 tons of food, mainly maize, pulses and vegetable oil, to 19,748 
targeted beneficiaries since the start of the EMOP in November 2011, according to 
disaster management authorities. World Vision International, WFP and disaster 
management teams have also started registering beneficiaries in Mohales Hoek and 
Quthing districts for a food for work programme using ECHO funds. 

In Madagascar, an estimated 35,000 ha of rice fields have been infested by locust larvae 
in eastern Morondava. Also, cyclones and floods have seriously deteriorated the food 
security status of more than 50,000 people mainly located in the eastern and south-
eastern parts of the country. In the south-west, insufficient rainfall was reported during the 
first quarter of the year. Aerial control operations to address the locust outbreaks are 
scheduled to begin shortly. 

In Malawi, food security in the south is severely affected by dry spells, reduced crop 
yields, deficits from last season and high food prices. Maize production for southern 
Malawi is estimated at 14 per cent below the five year average, with production deficits of 
20 to 30 per cent in some areas. Second round crop assessment estimates suggest a 7 
per cent decrease in maize as well as in overall cereal production in 2011/12 compared to 
last year. Even with a national surplus, access issues in southern Malawi are expected to 
be significant.  

Regarding Zimbabwe, maize production for the 2011/12 season is estimated to be 33 per 
cent down from last season. However, food security outlook at national level is projected 
to be stable, despite the 12 per cent reduction in national cereal production against the 5 
year average. There is concern over expected increases in levels of food insecurity in the 
southern provinces following production shortfalls as a result of drought conditions. Large 
parts of the provinces of Matebeleland South and Masvingo will require external 
assistance as food insecurity is expected to be high. Measures should be put in place to 
support vulnerable households.  

In north-west Namibia, according to media reports, the Kunene Regional Governor is 
alarmed by prevailing drought conditions following erratic rainfall in the region this year, 
stating that the situation is threatening many rural communities that depend mainly on 
rain-fed agriculture. More information on this situation is being gathered.  

http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.un.org/rosa
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
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Seasonal Calendar and Critical Events Timeline

ANGOLA
An estimated 366,780 households (1,833,900 people) ( 14 per
cent of total population) are expected to be affected by drought in
Angola.The impact of the drought on food security is most evident
in malnutrition levels. A Ministry of Health (MINSA) and UN
Nutrition Working Group rapid assessment estimates that 533,000
children under age 5 could be affected by various levels of
malnutrition.
LESOTHO
Farmers are reported to have planted less - out of 81.7 per cent
of households who had planned to cultivate this season, 16 per
cent planned to cultivate less owing to lack of seeds and drought
power and weather-related reasons. The Lesotho Vulnerability
Assessment Committee (LVAC) has projected the number of
people experiencing food deficits in the period to June 2012 to
stand at 513,774 (27 per cent of total population).
MADAGASCAR
An estimated 35,000 ha of rice fields have been infested by locust
larvae in eastern Morondava. Aerial control operations to address
the locust outbreaks are scheduled to begin shortly. Also,
cyclones and floods have seriously deteriorated the food security
status of more than 50,000 people mainly located in the eastern
and south-eastern parts of the country.
MALAWI
Maize production for southern Malawi is estimated at 14 per cent
below the five year average, with production deficits of 20 to 30
per cent in some areas.
NAMIBIA
Reports are being received about the drought conditions. More
information about the situation is being gathered.
ZIMBABWE
Maize production for the 2011/12 season is estimated to be 33
per cent down from last season. However, food security outlook
at national level is projected to be stable, despite the 12 per cent
reduction in national cereal production against the 5 year
average.
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Flood Season 2011/2012 : Regional Summary
Country No. of people 

affected
No. of 
deaths

Angola 1,491 No data
Comoros 64,987 4
Madagascar 260,000 112
Malawi 113,610 No data
Mozambique 108,048 44
South Africa 996 No data
Zambia 4,436 No data
Zimbabwe 205 No data
Total 553,773 160
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Please note that flood areas are mapped at district level where possible,
however some data for selected countries was provided at regional level only. 
*Normal flood season for Southern Africa runs from November to April. 
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