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Remarks by Micaela Marques De Sousa, UNICEF Representative  

On the occasion of the Launch of the 2012 National Immunisation 

Days (NIDs)  

Onayena Constituency - Oshikoto Region 

 

 Director of Ceremonies,  

 Honourable Minister of Health and Social Services, Dr Richard Kamwi 

 Honourable Penda ya Ndakola, Governor of Oshikoto  

 Hounourable Max Nekongo, Councillor for Onayena Constituency  

 Ms Kavezembi, Oshikoto Regional Health Director 

 Senior Government Officials  

 My colleague WHO Officer in Charge, Dr Andemichael Ghirmay 

 Private Sector, civil society organisations  

 Community Leaders 

 Members of the Media 

 Ladies and Gentlemen 

 (Dear Children and Mothers of Onayena Constituency) 

 

It is a great honour – after less than a month in the country - to be 

able to participate in such an important event. The launch of 

Namibia’s 16th National Immunisation Campaign. 

 

This special event could not have come at a better time as it has 

created an opportunity for me to get out of Windhoek for the first 

time and travel to the far North of the country – to this beautiful 

region and meet the Honourable Governor and Councillors and 

Communities of Oshikoto. What a better place to do so than here 

in Onayena. 
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Honourable Minister,  

After working for UNICEF in various African countries for the past 25 

years - It is an honour and pleasure to be assigned to a country 

where the government demonstrates such a strong commitment 

to children by providing 100% financing of its own vaccines, 

including financing for Supplementary Immunisation. I have also 

been informed of the Ministry’s recent decision to introduce more 

vaccines to the routine immunisation schedule to include the 

Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV-13) and the rota 

vaccine in the next 24 months – a huge milestone indeed in the 

history of child health in Namibia.  

Immunisation is one of the easiest and cheapest ways to make 

sure that all children under five survive and develop. Children who 

are immunised are protected from dangerous diseases that can 

disable or kill them. Yet alarmingly every year, some 4 million new-

borns die worldwide within the first 28 days of life from largely 

preventable causes. That is about 40 per cent of all under-five 

deaths every year; and sadly, over 90% of these new-born deaths 

are in Africa and Asia.    

 

In Namibia, the growing impact of HIV and AIDS on families, 

communities and on the health care services has put strain on the 

country’s human and financial resources, hence the reversal in 

childhood indicators.  Government reports show that 69 children 

out of every 1000 die before reaching their 5th birthday.  This is 

unacceptable! 
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The major direct causes of death of these children are acute 

respiratory tract infections, diarrhoeal diseases, malaria, and 

tuberculosis – all preventable illnesses.  At the same time some 

children die because of inadequate care at the household and 

community levels. These are children who are not reached by the 

public health system due caregivers lack of understanding, 

inaccessible services or inadequately skilled personnel or more 

recently the absence of a reliable and caring caregiver as a result 

of orphan-hood.  

 

Although efforts such as the NIDs are being made to reduce child 

mortality, average annual rate of reduction is too slow to ensure 

the achievement of Millennium Development Goal 4 (MDG 4) by 

2015. 

  

Distinguished Guests,  

Investment on immunisation will not produce the desired result if 

we fail to address the quality of our interventions. With the impact 

of HIV and AIDS on the health system, more still needs to be done 

to enable the country to improve coverage and effective delivery 

of quality health services. Functional and up to date cold chain 

system is a critical and important component of quality delivery of 

health.  

 

The recent Cold Chain Assessment carried out by the Ministry 

revealed massive gaps in the Cold Chain System. According to 

the assessment report over 50% of the equipment are over the 
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WHO recommended 10 year life span and therefore needs to be 

replaced immediately. We also still need to do more to ensure 

that health personnel are fully trained. There is an urgent need to 

combine all our resources to implement the Expanded 

Programme on Immunisation (EPI) Strategy. Communities need to 

be mobilised as support/enhancement to the referral system. 

Community outreach needs to be intensified to enable follow up 

of mothers and their new born babies.  

 

Ladies and Gentleman,  

Improving the health of Namibia’s children is a core UNICEF 

objective. Indeed the United Nations.  We will continue to work 

with the Government of Namibia to seek ways to ensure that we 

reach all children, wherever they are. In this regard the Maternal 

and Child Health Days continue to afford us with opportunities to 

provide additional doses of vaccines to children currently 

excluded, the poorest and most marginalized children from all 

social strata – children who must be reached. This is our collective 

obligation to realize children’s rights to health in Namibia.  

Honourable Minister,  

As UNICEF, we reiterate our support to the Ministry of Health and 

Social Services in your efforts to strengthen the health system 

through the Reach Every District (RED) approach by providing 

technical and financial support for the 10 low coverage districts. 

We will assist the Ministry in expanding the Maternal and Child 

Health Days to all regions and to ensure the continued supply of 
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Vitamin A, deworming medicines, indelible markers as well as in 

implementing the Social Mobilisation Strategy. 

Let me take this opportunity to commend the leadership of the 

Ministry of Health and Social Services for pointing the way towards 

reducing child mortality in Namibia. I would like to thank all our 

partners and teams for the collaborative efforts to accelerate EPI 

in the country.  I want to pay special tribute to the teams that 

have worked vigorously in planning this year’s National 

Immunisation Days.  I urge you to reach every child in all 34 

districts so that we attain 95% coverage for both Polio and 

Measles and ultimately contribute to the realisation of children’s 

rights to Health.  Namibia’s children deserve no less! 

I Thank You 


