
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

• Weather analysts warn of 

potential rain shortfalls in 

coming months, urging 

early action to prevent 

worsening of food 

insecurity. 

 

 

 

 

 

Note to readers: 
 
This is the first 

Humanitarian 

Bulletin issued by 

OCHA Eastern 

Africa on the Horn 

of Africa Crisis. It 

replaces the 

Situation Report, 

but will follow the 

same every-other-

week reporting 

schedule. It will 

expand to cover 

the wider region as 

warranted. The 

next report will be 

issued on 23 

March. 

 Regional Overview  
Numerous weather forecast agencies have cautioned that given the prevalence of Crisis 
and Emergency levels of food insecurity in different parts of the Horn of Africa Region 
and the possibility of below-average March-to-May rainfall in Djibouti, southern Ethiopia, 
northern Kenya, and most of Somalia, contingency plans are needed to enable timely 
response before further deterioration of food insecurity. At the Greater Horn of Africa 
Climate Outlook Forum, held from 27 to 29 February in Kigali, Rwanda, agencies such 
as FEWS NET, the Climate Prediction and Applications Centre (ICPAC) of the Inter-
governmental Authority on Development (IGAD), the World Meteorological Organization 
and others noted that these areas were already facing Moderate (IPC Phase 2) to 
Emergency (IPC Phase 4) levels of food insecurity, and were therefore particularly 
vulnerable to any additional shocks. 

 
 

In Ethiopia, members of the 
Disaster Risk Management 
Agricultural Task Force (DRM 
ATF) are closely monitoring the 
belg-cropping areas of Southern 
Nations, Nationalities, and 
People's Region (SNNPR), 
where the late onset of the belg 
rains may negatively impact the 
food and nutritional security of 
the most vulnerable households. 
The Disaster Risk Management 
and Food Security Sector 
(DRMFSS) and WFP began a 
second round of relief food 
distributions for 29,211 
displaced Kenyans consisting of 
a 15-day ration of rice and 
dates. Blanket supplementary 
feeding and distribution of non-
food items (NFIs) by GOAL and 
Oxfam GB respectively 
continues. Additionally, UNICEF 
and CARE are providing 66,000 
litres of water per day for the 
displaced people and host 
community while additional trucks are required to meet the national standard of five litres 
per person per day. Coordination of the integrated measles and polio vaccination 
campaign is led by an inter-regional committee comprising DRMFSS and Oromia and 
Somali regional authorities, with support from OCHA. 
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In Kenya, FEWS NET warns that a majority of pastoral households will remain in either 
the Stressed or Crisis phase of food insecurity through June 2012. Meanwhile, majority 
of households in the south-east marginal agricultural zone are likely to revert to previous 
food insecurity levels as food stocks are expected to deplete two months early, in April, 
due to heightened sales of the below-average Short Rains harvests. If the forecast for a 
poor long rains season holds, this would be the second successive poor season. The 
majority of poor and very poor households in the south-east will be in Stressed or Crisis 
levels of food insecurity through the Outlook period.  
 
In Somalia, the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) reports an 80 per 
cent chance the April to June Gu rains will underperform and seriously reduce the 
expected harvest. Rains in the upper highlands of Ethiopia are predicted to be above 
average, and could impact on farming in Somalia’s riverine areas as rainfall bolsters the 
water levels of rivers coming into the country. Communities living along the Juba and 
Shabelle rivers will require extra support to increase agricultural production to 
compensate in the event of a poor harvest in rainfall-dependent areas, while pastoralists 
in all regions will need support. Although in the southern regions the Deyr rains were 
exceptional, the northern regions experienced poor rains in some areas. Market prices 
of cereals will likely increase after benefits of the post-harvest Deyr season run out. 

Djibouti 
Food: With the lean season approaching (June-August) in Djibouti, WFP is planning a 
food voucher programme for 29,000 vulnerable and food insecure people in urban 
areas. The programme will target orphans and their host families, female-headed 
households and other highly vulnerable groups. Meanwhile, WFP, the Government of 
Djibouti and partners continue to assist a total of 106,000 people throughout the country, 
including 19,000 refugees in Ali Addeh camp who are benefitting from general food 
distributions and targeted supplementary feeding Programmes to reduce and stabilize 
acute malnutrition levels, and 36,200 people in 170 sites over the five rural districts of 
Djibouti who are receiving general food distributions. For the second quarter of the 
school year (January-March), a school feeding project provides on-site feeding and take-
home rations to all rural primary schools of the country, reaching 13,500 children from 
80 primary schools. 

 
Nutrition: From 16 to 28 February, 271 new cases of malnourished children 
from 6 to 59 months  were registered. Of these, 112 children were severely 
malnourished and 169 were moderately malnourished. For the month of 
February, 559 children in this age group were reported to be malnourished, 
including 197 severe cases and 372 moderate cases. Three deaths among 
these were reported.  

Ethiopia 
WASH: Water trucking requirements countrywide increased from 162 trucks to 177 
trucks across six regions: Somali 82, Oromia 63, Afar 15, Tigray 9, Amhara 5 and 
Southern Nations, Nationalities, and People's Region (SNNPR) 3. Currently, 45 trucks 
are serving 114,950 people, leaving a gap of 132 trucks. Construction and rehabilitation 
of dysfunctional water schemes, as well as provision of water purification materials, 
continues in areas affected by flooding or at risk of outbreaks of water-related diseases. 
In Somali Region, the regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) 
developed a response plan that requests ETB 25 million (US$ 1.4 million) to respond to 
392,418 peoples’ needs.  
 
Health: Some 48 suspected measles cases were reported from two woredas (districts) 
of Keffa zone (SNNPR), where measles cases have consistently been reported since 
early December 2011. However, the number of new cases declined from 281 three 
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weeks ago. The measles vaccination campaign which began on 10 February in Keffa 
zone and selected areas of Gamo Gofa zone has been completed, with 96 per cent of 
targeted children aged 6 months to 15 years reached. Enhanced surveillance, active 
case identification and management continue in affected areas. New suspected 
outbreaks of measles were also reported from Amhara and Beneshangul Gumuz 
Regions while the Regional Health Bureaus (RHBs) and WHO are currently conducting 
outbreak investigations.  

 
Food:  Relief food dispatched under the first round for 2012 reached 24 per cent as of 8 
March, including 29 per cent dispatched to areas covered by DRMFSS, 24 per cent to 
areas covered by WFP in Somali Region, and 10 per cent to areas covered by the NGO 
Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP). A total 28,851 tons of food has been allocated to 
cover the relief food needs of 3.2 million people nationwide during the first round. 
Meanwhile, dispatch of the ninth round (2011) relief food assistance targeting 1.4 million 
beneficiaries in the Somali Region stood at 89 per cent as of the same date. 
 

Nutrition: A total of 311 nutrition hotspot woredas have been identified for the first 
quarter 2012, down from 363 hotspot woredas in September 2011. The number of 
woredas classified as Priority 1 (humanitarian concern) decreased by 8.5 per cent, from 
128 in September to 117 at present This is attributed to continued improvement in food 
and nutritional security due to improved coverage of nutrition programmes and good 
performance of seasonal rains in the second half of 2011. The number of priority 2 
woredas remained unchanged over the same period (169 woredas), while the number of 
Priority 3 woredas decreased from 47 to 25. The hotspot woreda list is used for planning 
and prioritization of nutrition-related humanitarian response, particularly in Priority 1 
woredas. 
 

Refugees: As of 13 March, 147,344 refugees from Somalia were hosted in the five Dollo 
Ado refugee camps and the transit centre (53 per cent female). A multi-agency nutrition 
survey led by UNHCR was underway in Melkadida, Bokolomanyo and Buramino refugee 
camps. UNICEF is bolstering its nutrition support in Dollo Ado and has trained 16 female 
nutrition counselors to work in 16 baby-friendly spaces established in the camps since 
the beginning of 2012. In western Ethiopia, 30,454 refugees (45 per cent female) from 
Sudan’s Blue Nile State were registered by UNHCR in Beneshangul Gumuz Region as 
of 10 March. 

Kenya 
Elections: Controversy and conflict were witnessed in several parts of the country 
where historical inter-clan hostilities over land, grazing and water resources exist as new 
administrative and electoral boundaries were set up as called for under the new 
Constitution. The Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission altered and 
rearranged several wards, placing these in new constituencies. However, political 
jostling for administrative power within these new boundaries has pushed conflict to 
levels not previously seen in these areas. Humanitarian actors are mapping potential hot 
spots in an effort to anticipate any outbreaks of violence. In once such instance, inter-
ethnic clashes were reported in Tinderet and Muhoroni Districts on the border between 
Nyanza and Rift Valley Provinces on 26 February. UNICEF conducted two assessments 
on 28 and 29 February and found the situation relatively calm thereafter.   

 
IHL: On 5 March, ICRC initiated Training-of-Trainers (TOT) on International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL) for the Kenya Defense Forces (KDF) in Nairobi, reported to be 
the first of its kind for the KDF.  

 
Agriculture and Livestock: The March-to-May weather forecast from the Inter-
Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) Climate Outlook Forum suggests 
surveillance, case identification and management in eight woredas and will provide 
medical supplies, drugs, laboratory and other medical equipment deterioration of the 
livelihoods base for millions of Kenyans in eastern and northern Kenya who are still 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A total of 311 nutrition 

hotspot woredas have 

been identified for the 

first quarter 2012, down 

from 363 hotspot 

woredas in September 

2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian actors are 

mapping potential hot 

spots in an effort to 

anticipate any outbreaks 

of violence. 



Country Humanitarian Bulletin | 4 
 
 

 

http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

recovering from the severe drought of 2011. In parts of central and western Kenya, 
where near-normal rains are expected, flooding and mudslides may occur. The 
humanitarian community is mobilizing itself to ensure emergency programming and 
resilience building, continue to form a core component in coming months and to 
translate early warnings into early action to address potential impacts of drought. 
According to the Short Rains Assessment, estimates indicate that 2.2 million 
beneficiaries will need assistance over the next several months. FAO is working with 
partners in the sector to identify appropriate activities to scale up and funding required. 

 
Refugees: Refugee operations remain the most complex humanitarian crisis in Kenya, 
due primarily to rampant insecurity. Host community programming has suffered a great 
deal in the past four months, and failure to resume programming to an acceptable scale 
around the refugee camps may exacerbate tensions between refugees and their equally 
vulnerable hosts. In Dadaab, the numbers of reported AWD cases reduced in most 
camps, as did cases of bloody diarrhea in Dagahaley, while two measles cases were 
line listed in Dadaab. Resource shortfalls are likely to occur due to the rising number of 
refugees arriving in Kakuma from South Sudan.  
 
In more positive developments, however, UNHCR reports that there are indications from 
Kenya’s Department of Refugee Affairs that the registration process may resume soon 
following a halt in October due to insecurity and other concerns. Meanwhile, registration 
of births and deaths and ration card management are ongoing. Under an “operations 
continuity plan”, activities and service delivery are increasing in the camps. Furthermore, 
a new SMS communications system delivering messages to refugees has been 
launched in the camps, with the first being sent to some 300 focal persons. NGO FilAid 
is planning an awareness campaign about the new communication system, to be 
followed by an assessment of the system’s impact on refugees. 

 
WFP and UNHCR Kenya Representatives signed a data-sharing agreement to enable 
the use of biometric data for identification during food distribution in Dadaab and 
Kakuma refugee camps. The agreement outlines procedures to ensure that only 
refugees and asylum seekers registered and residing in the camps are authorized to 
receive food rations from WFP. Implementation will be preceded by an intensive 
information campaign, modification of final delivery points, recruitment and training of 
verification staff, and installation of the technical system.  

 
Education: The Sector released preliminary findings on the impact of conflict on 
schools, indicating that from November 2011 to February 2012 within Moyale, eight 
schools were attacked, and in Kuro and Heilu, also in Moyale, schools were used by 
militias as camps. Some schools were burnt, food stores were raided, learning materials 
vandalized, desks destroyed and school materials looted. Initial findings indicate that no 
pupil was killed or injured in Moyale clashes. However, in Isiolo district, at least three 
pupils were killed during clashes. Inter-clan conflicts in Isiolo and Mandera Districts are 
reported to have eased, and pupils are slowly returning to their schools. UNICEF has 
distributed education kits and temporary learning spaces to benefit over 800 learners in 
the most affected schools in Isiolo, Mandera and Moyale Districts. 
 
Protection: The protection sector is working with UNDP and the National Steering 
Committee to link in with other hot spot monitoring and mapping initiatives. Contingency 
planning related to election preparedness is taking place in Rift Valley within the 
protection sector. This could form the basis for a broader inter-sector contingency 
planning process. 
  

Somalia 
IDPs: The numbers of people leaving the Afgooye corridor continue to dwindle after the 
initial exodus of IDPs fleeing for fear of a more intense battle between Al Shabaab and 
Kenyan/Ethiopian/AMISOM and TFG Forces. Recent reports indicate that IDPs from the 
corridor are also moving to other districts such as Marka Qoryooley and Kurtunwaarey in 
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Lower Shabelle, while the number those arriving in Mogadishu is estimated at 28,000, 
which is of major  concern to the humanitarian community. An NGO-led survey of IDP 
shelters covering 26 settlements (25,000 households in 6 districts) conducted on 8 
February found that 66 per cent of buuls (temporary shelters) were not adequately 
constructed to provide protection from the sun, cold, heat or rain. Some 89 per cent 
cannot be locked; 78 per cent are made from materials that can be easily torn with a 
knife; and up to 71 per cent of families live in a single room, while 34 per cent do not 
have a source of light at night. Funding to meets these needs is urgently required.  
 
Food: Cluster partners are addressing the needs of recently displaced IDPs. Local 
assessments are ongoing to determine the actual number of new IDPs to be targeted. 
As a starting point, partners are using UNHCR data for numbers and relocation sites. 
Completed assessments highlight the need to continue with food assistance and to 
ensure adequate stocks are pre-positioned. Prior to the latest IDP influx to Mogadishu, 
cluster partners projected 395,000 people in need of assistance, although these figures 
may change when the full distribution reports for February are received. An assessment 
in Bulo Bacley IDP settlement in Galkayo and Puntland, on 21 February found that 91 
per cent of IDPs re-displaced by clan militia violence have since returned and in need of 
assistance. 
 
Education: The cluster continues distribution of monthly food vouchers through schools 
reaching 43,460 beneficiaries in Bakool, Banadir, Gedo, Hiraan, Lower Juba and Middle 
Juba who do not have access to other forms of food support. Education partners report 
substantial increases in enrolment (in some cases, over 20 per cent) as a result of the 
food voucher initiative. 
 

Agriculture and Livelihoods: Cluster partners are focused on providing food through 
vouchers, cash relief and cash-for-work while rehabilitating key agricultural 
infrastructure. Pressure on grazing resources is expected to intensify in northern 
Somalia as pastoralists return with livestock from neighboring regions, and cluster 
partners are responding with support including livestock treatment and vouchers to 
access water for pastoralist families throughout all accessible regions in Somalia. 
 
WASH: Partners recently held a two-day contingency planning workshop on WASH 
needs, agreeing on various emergency scenarios in each region, the humanitarian 
consequences of each scenario and the estimated affected population. 
 
Logistics: Cluster-coordinated free shipping service to Somalia will continue until 1 July, 
while a loan arrangement for mobile storage units will remain free of charge until the end 
of the year. So far, 15 organizations have requested cargo transport to Mogadishu and 
Bossaso from Mombasa for the expected voyage in the second half of March.  
 
Health: Cluster partners reported a total of 676 suspected cases of AWD in the first two 
weeks of February in southern and central Somalia, with 52 deaths. Of these, 382 cases 
(57 per cent) were reported in Banadir. Malaria cases in the southern and central 
regions reached 1,030 confirmed cases including 393 children under age 5, while 341 
cases of measles were reported, including 272 children under age 5. Lower Shabelle 
accounted for 33 per cent of all measles cases. Health partners also reported 196 
casualties from weapons-related injuries, treated in four hospitals in Mogadishu, with 13 
cases (7 per cent) among children under age 5. No deaths were reported from conflict in 
the area. 
 
Protection: Child-friendly spaces in Banadir, Lower Shabelle, Lower Juba and Gedo 
have been provided for 10,051 children (5,565 boys and 4,486 girls). The children were 
referred to a number of services, including treatment for sexual violence, abuse, medical 
and nutritional support. Up to 43 such spaces are currently not operational in Bay and 
Hirran due to insecurity. In Garowe, psychosocial support has been provided for over 
600 children, while referrals for children in Banadir, Gedo, Lower Shabelle and Lower 
Juba were provided for 52 beneficiaries. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Gabriella Waaijman, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa, waajiman@un.org,  

Tel. (+254) 732600012 
Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, conwaym@un.org, 
Tel. (+254) 732500010 

For further information on the humanitarian response in Somalia, please refer to 
OCHA-Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin, Issue 2, dated 7 March, available online at 
ochaonline.un.org/somalia/ 

Funding 

 
NB: In addition to the resources presented above, which show funding against the net requirements appealed for in the 2012 
Humanitarian Requirements Document, Ethiopia's total funding for 2012 includes some $76.9 million in food aid contributed in 
2011 for 2012 and counted as carry-over against the gross funding requirements originally identified in the 2012 HRD, as well 
as a further $117.5 million in other food and non-food funding carried over from 2011 to 2012. 

 

 

 


