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SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE 

FEBRUARY 2012  

 

Lesotho 
    Due to poor and erratic rains at the beginning of the season most farmers in the lowland areas have not planted. 

 Prices of maize meal (staple food) are gradually increasing. 

Madagascar 
 Rice production has decreased by 9% and local rice prices have increased by 11% compared to 2010 campaign. 

 The National Meteorology Department has forecasted a very active cyclone season this year – Cyclone Giovanna about to make landfall 

Malawi 

 Poor and erratic rains were observed during the planting period in Central and Southern Malawi 

 About 6196 people have been affected by floods and displaced and further destroying about 730 hectares of maize, 14.5 hectares of Brush Millet, and 45.9 hectares of sorghum and 
416.3 hectares of cotton. 

Mozambique 
 A total of 119,471 people were affected by cyclones Dando and Funso. Infrastructure damages and crop losses were also reported mainly in the coastal districts 

 WFP will provide about 807,300 MT of cereals for a total of 83,924 people being 77,424 people in Zambezia and 6,500 people in Maputo provinces. 

Namibia  No reports given 

South Africa 

 The projected closing of stocks of maize for the current 2011/12 marketing season is 693,000 tons, the lowest recorded since 1992-1993. 

 Spot prices for both white maize and yellow maize on the SAFEX remain very high, this could lead to an increased planting area this year. 

 

Swaziland 

 The inflation rate leapt to 7.76% from the 6.54% reported in December   

 Increase in fuel Prices have resulted in 75% increase in public transport fees. 

 Recent floods to affect agricultural yields for 2011/2012 season. 

Zambia 
 The general food security situation in the country has remained fairly good despite been in the peak of the lean period with most districts reporting to have enough staple food 

commodities on the markets. 

Zimbabwe 
 Cereal production this year is likely to be lower than last year due to erratic rainfall 

 Grain prices are continuing to rise across the country 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: LESOTHO 

Updated – February 2012 

Highlights  Due to poor and erratic rains at the beginning of the season most farmers in the lowland areas have not planted. 

 Prices of maize meal (staple food) are gradually increasing. 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

 The start of the season has been very 

erratic. Despite good rainfall 

performance in December and 

January, may farmers have not 

planted. 

 A good amount of agricultural area in 

lowlands remains uncultivated due to 

dry spells at the beginning of the 

season. The lower yielding upland 

areas have reported a more 

favourable start to the season with 

90% of land being planted.  Overall, 

this could lead to a poor second poor 

agricultural season for Lesotho. 

 For the period January to March 2012 

it is forecasted for normal to above 

normal rainfall countrywide. Severe 

weather events such as strong winds, 

thunderstorms, tornadoes and 

hailstorms are also anticipated. 

 The NEWU food balance sheet 

estimated the imports received 

in December, 2011 at 8,311 mt 

of maize and 20,620 mt of 

wheat. This brought the 

imports received since April 

2011 to 96,351 mt of maize and 

80,305 mt of wheat, totalling to 

176,656 mt for the main 

cereals.  

 This reduced the uncovered 

shortfall from 109,791 mt to 

98,259 mt in December. 

 A significant increase in fuel prices 

over the year, comparing the same 

month last year petrol prices have 

increased by 29%, diesel prices by 

37% and paraffin prices by 42% 

(Petroleum Fund).  

 Petrol prices in January remained 

stable, Diesel and paraffin prices 

decreased slightly by 2% and 3% 

respectively. 

 Throughout the second half of 

2011, average prices of maize meal 

increased gradually with at least 1 

to 2% every month (Source: 

Bureau of Statistics). 

 The inflation rate in December was 

at 1.1%. During 2011 it was 

observed a ongoing increase 7.7% 

(Source: Bureau of Statistics). 

 In 2011/12 The LVAC report 

estimated 514,000 people are food 

insecure. 

 With support of FAO, the Food and 

Nutrition Coordinating Office 

submitted the draft nutrition 

policy, strategy and action plan to 

the Minister under the Prime 

Minister’s Office for presentation 

to parliament. 

 Different stakeholders including 

WFP and UNICEF assisted the 

Ministry of Health and Social 

Welfare (MoHSW) to include more 

indicators in the under five 

registers in order to facilitate the 

nutrition surveillance. 

 Through the EU funds, UNICEF 

supported the MoHSW to 

institutionalise the Integrated 

Management of Acute 

Malnutrition (IMAM) in all the 

districts, followed by the updating 

of IMAM protocol community 

component in 2011. Training of 

Trainers workshops will be 

conducted this year . 

 Since November 2011, WFP fed 

13,058 people through the 

Emergency Operation in the Senqu 

River. They were made food insecure 

by the heavy rains in 2010/11. 

 About 21,000 households 

countrywide received vouchers 

valued at M625 through FAO Seed 

Trade Fairs. This support was 

designed to boost the current crop 

production, 2011/12. 

 According to the DMA, the Ministry 

of Agriculture and Food Security 

advised farmers to plant drought 

resistant crops and short season 

crops or early maturing varieties 

considering dry conditions in Oct-

Dec2011 and the expected heavy 

rains in Jan-Feb 2012.  

 The Minister of Finance and Planning 

presented the 2012/13 budget. 

M61.7 million has been allocated to 

improve agriculture. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MADAGASCAR 

Updated – February 2012 

Highlights  Rice production has decreased by 9% and local rice prices have increased by 11% compared to 2010 campaign. 

 The National Meteorology Department has forecasted a very active cyclone season this year – Cyclone Giovanna about to make landfall 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

 The National Meteorology 

Department has forecasted a very 

active cyclone season this year. In 

January for example, three 

cyclones passed through or closed 

to Madagascar (Chanda, Dando and 

Funso) causing some localized 

flooding. 

 No major damage was reported 

related to agriculture. Indeed, 

prices of necessary products did 

not dramatically change. However, 

road infrastructures worsen. 

 In the south Madagascar, Dando 

brought heavy rainfall favorable to 

agriculture. 

 Harvests of first season of rice have 

started. 

 In the south, good rainfall of these 

last month’s greatly improved food 

availability. Maize harvest is 

expected in early march. 

 Lack of cash flow due to limited 

economic activities in rural areas 

and lower price of staple food in 

remote areas with limited services, 

has reduced trade in food and basic 

commodities.   

 Due to the 9% decrease of 

domestic rice production, national 

average prices of rice have 

increased by 7% (imported) and 

11% percent (local) compared to 

previous campaign. 

 A further increase was noticed in 

prices of other staple products, 

such as 11% in cooking oil or 18% 

in kerosene mainly used for lighting 

in rural areas.  

 The proportion of expenditure on 

food for poor and better off 

households is worrying due to the 

trend in increasing food prices. It 

has been report that poor 

household spend 74% of their 

income on food against 57% for the 

"richest". With nearly 4/5 of the 

population living with less than 

MGA 200,000 per month (less than 

US$ 1 per capita per day) this is 

concerning. 

 The micronutrient fortification of 

school meals for more than 90 days 

in five schools in Tsihombe district 

(in the South) has reduced 

malnutrition due to micronutrient 

deficiencies (down 18 points). 

 However, the prevalence of anemia 

remains very high at the end of the 

pilot phase of this project (44.7% 

among 6-14 year children with 

0.7% of severe case in early July). 

Thus a continuing and a scaling-up 

of that kind of project are 

necessary 

 Late January, the tropical Cyclone 

Funso brought rainfall to the 

western coasts of Madagascar but 

did not make landfall. Flooding due 

to high tide has occurred in the 

town of Morondava, affecting 

around 3,000 people. 

 The two post-distribution 

monitoring visits held in South and 

South-eastern Madagascar in May-

September concluded that the 

activities of WFP PPRO assisted 

nearly 400,000 people and 

improving their level of 

consumption during the lean 

period, helping to rehabilitate 

community infrastructure 

destroyed by the cyclone Bingiza 

last through food for assets. 

 Further cyclones are possible this 

season and the impact on 

agriculture and food security need 

to be monitored. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MALAWI 

Updated – February  2012 

Highlights  Poor and erratic rains were observed during the planting period in Central and Southern Malawi 

 About 6196 people have been affected by floods and displaced and further destroying about 730 hectares of maize, 14.5 hectares of Brush Millet, and 45.9 hectares of 
sorghum and 416.3 hectares of cotton. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

 Poor and erratic rains were 

observed during the planting 

period particularly in December in 

central and southern Malawi. In 

the North good rains were 

observed facilitating crop 

development. 

 Flooding was reported in Nsanje 

and Chikhwawa districts destroying 

about 730 hectares of maize, 14.5 

hectares of Brush Millet. 45.9 

hectares of sorghum, 416.3 

hectares of cotton and affecting 

6,196 people. Particularly.  

 The Ministry of Agriculture, 

Irrigation and Water development 

(MOAWD) in its third round of 

agricultural survey (APES), 

estimates a total production of 

3,895,181 MT of maize for the 

2011/2012 growing season which 

will result into a surplus of 

1,200,461 MT. 

 

 Malawi government has initiated a 

precautionary export ban to 

maintain national food availability; 

most staple food commodities are 

available in the markets, despite 

this being the peak of the lean 

season (Fewsnet). 

 Maize is generally reported to be 

available in the country. Private 

traders are able to satisfy local 

markets by moving it from source 

markets mainly from the central 

region to the deficit zone.  

 There are still 10 districts in the 
country facing food shortage: 
Blantyre, Balaka, Chiradazulu, 
Chikhwawa, Mwanza, Neno, 
Ntcheu, Nsanje, Phalombe and 
Zomba. The total affected 
population is 272,502 (MVAC). WFP 
is distributing food assistance to 
the affected people through 
partners.  

 While maize is being sold in rations 

by ADMARC, private traders are 

selling in any quantity demanded 

by people but most of the people 

are buying in smaller quantities 

due to the unaffordable higher 

price. 

 Adequate on–farm and market 

supply have so far contributed to 

stable food prices, but prices have 

been rising seasonably – as it is 

normal over the lean season 

(Fewsnet). 

 In the north, maize is selling at an 

average of MK55/kg. In the Centre 

MK65/kg but with extreme high 

prices in Ntcheu and Manjawira at 

MK80/kg. In the south, the average 

price is MK70/kg but with extremes 

in Nsanje MK80/kg and Blantyre 

urban MK100/kg (MVAC and 

MOAWD). 

 

 Few cases of cholera have been 

registered in Nsanje district 

possibly due to the floods.  

 Malnutrition rate is increasing in 
the country following the onset of 
the lean season. This is described 
as normal for the season. No 
nutrition survey has been 
conducted as of now to establish 
the levels. WFP is continuing 
monitoring the situation. 

 The prevalence of acute 
malnutrition in the country is low 
with wasting at 4% (MDHS 
2010).The increase in acute 
malnutrition is not anticipated in 
the next quarter following the 
improvement of food security. 

 The country has high levels of 
chronic malnutrition. Stunting is at 
47% (MDHS 2010). 

 The prevalence of underweight is 
13% (MDHS 2010). 

 The Malawi government through 

the ministry of Agriculture, 

Irrigation and Water Development 

(MoAIWD) implemented the Farm 

Input fertilizer Subsidy Programme 

(FISP) during 2011 where 1,400,000 

farmers have benefited. The 

programme is reported to have 

been successful despite the fuel 

availability challenge and the 

shortage of foreign currency that 

has been prevailing in the country 

for the past year.  

 At the end of January and 

beginning of February 2012 the 

fuel was available at most petrol 

stations in the country. However, it 

is too early to conclude the 

problem of fuel shortage solved 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MOZAMBIQUE 

Updated – February 2012 

 

Highlights  A total of 119,471 people were affected by cyclones Dando and Funso. Infrastructure damages and crop losses were also reported mainly in the coastal districts 

 WFP will provide about 807,300 MT of cereals for a total of 83,924 people being 77,424 people in Zambezia and 6,500 people in Maputo provinces. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

 In January 2012, rainfall started to be 

above normal in coastal areas of northern 

Nampula and in Niassa provinces, normal 

to above normal in northern Tete and 

Zambezia provinces, below normal in 

Sofala, Manica, Inhambane and Gaza and 

normal in Maputo province.  

 It was estimated that 123,000 ha of 

planted areas were affected by the two 

cylones in January (of which 6,000 ha have 

been lost) mainly in Zambezia (10,5% of 

total area), Maputo (9,1%), Gaza (6,7%) 

and Maputo city (2,4%) . 

 

 Following the satisfactory 

national harvests in 2011, food 

availability remains good, 

however more remote, arid and 

semi-arid areas require 

monitoring. 

 At the expected level of 

production of the main cereal 

staples and legumes, food 

availability is expected to be 

satisfactory at national level 

although pockets of deficits exist 

in areas where weather shocks 

negatively affected crop 

production. 

 The locally produced food crops 

are available in markets, and 

mainly maize, cassava and sweet 

potato, vegetables and fruits and 

other seasonal food crops. 

 The flooding cut off the arterial 

North-South Highway to Maputo 

and other secondary and tertiary 

roads and damaged bridges 

interrupting the normal 

circulation of vehicles 

transporting goods and people 

for few days. It was reported that 

prices of food items increased 

after flooding mainly in isolated 

areas and where field crops were 

inundated. 

 In general maize consumer price 

maintained stable during the 

week of 23-30 January 2012 

compared to previous weeks. 

 Prevention and control measures 

were taken to avoid Cholera in 

affected areas. The heavy rains 

flooded and damaged water 

supply stations. There was 

interruption of potable water 

supply or the water became 

polluted (Maputo City).  

 During a FEWS NET/Tete 

Provincial Disaster Management 

Institute (INGC) joint visit to the 

districts of Mutarara and 

Changara in central Tete 

province, stable household food 

security was observed. In 

general, food is available, 

markets are adequately supplied, 

and prices, despite being above 

average in some places, are 

below those of last year, enabling 

food access for poor households. 

Livestock and pastures are also in 

good condition. 

 Further cyclones are possible this 

season and the impact on 

agriculture and food security 

need to be monitored. 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: NAMIBIA 

NOT UPDATED 

 

Highlights   

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: SOUTH AFRICA 

Updated – February 2012 

Highlights  The projected closing of stocks of maize for the current 2011/12 marketing season is 693,000 tons, the lowest recorded since 1992-1993. 

 Spot prices for both white maize and yellow maize on the SAFEX remain very high, this could lead to an increased planting area this year. 

Agr ic ul tur a l  S i tu at io n  Fo o d Ava i lab i l i ty  Fo o d Ac ce ss/ Pr i ces  
Nu tr i t io n,  Hea lt h  an d Fo od  
Ut i l i za t io n  

Comme nt s  

 Generally rains in South 
Africa remain normal to 
below normal, however in 
January, tropical storm 
Dando produced heavy 
downpours in the 
Mpumalanga and Limpopo 
Provinces, leading to flood 
damage in certain districts. 
 

 

 Projected closing stock of maize 
for 2011/12 marketing season is 
683,000 tonnes. According to 
FEWSNET the lowest sice the 
drought of 1992-1993, resulting 
in prices rises. 

 The projected closing stock of 
maize for the coming marketing 
year of 2012/13 is 1,255 million 
tons, which is 83.7% more than 
the previous year.  

 In South Africa, sopt prices for 
both white maize and yellow 
maize on the South African 
Futures Exchange (SAFEX) 
remained very high. 

 The infant mortality rate was 
49/1000 live births in 2009 (State 
of the World’s Children report, 
2009). The main cause of under-
five mortality is AIDS, 
representing 35% of all deaths in 
that age group. 

 UNICEF has supported Vitamin A 
campaign.  Food stables 
fortification with vitamin A & B, 
iron and Zinc. Vitamin A 
supplementation is provided in 
health facilities through doses 
targeting 90% of 6-11 months, 
80% of 12-59 months and 90% 
postpartum women. 8,600 
individuals living with HIV/AIDS 
are targeted with nutritional 
supplements. 

 Rural consumers paid R11.44 

more than urban consumers for 

the same food basket, a drop 

from R17.55 when compared to 

January 2011.   

 The Consumer Price Index (CPI) 

showed that food and non-

alcoholic beverages inflation 

increased 4.8% between April 

2010 and April 2011, this was 

mainly due to price increases in 

oils/fats, meat and sugar. 

 Urban consumers paid R7.3 for 

a 700g load of brown bread and 

R8.23 for same size loaf of white 

bread.  A 4.29% and 6.61% 

increase respectively.   
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: SWAZILAND 

Updated – February 2012 

Highlights  The inflation rate leapt to 7.76% from the 6.54% reported in December. Increase in fuel Prices have resulted in 75% increase in public transport fees. 

 Recent floods to affect agricultural yields for 2011/2012 season.  

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

 The meteorology department had 

predicted there will be normal to 

above normal rainfall for the 

January to March season except 

for the middleveld that was set to 

experience below normal rainfall. 

However in the month of January, 

very heavy rainfall was 

experienced in the country 

whereby structures were affected 

and some people drowned as a 

resulted of the rainfall.  

 Agricultural production for the 

2011/2012 season is forecasted to 

be very low according to farmers 

as there have been extremely low 

rainfall up to December and then 

there were floods in January which 

could all affect the agricultural 

productivity for the country.  

 WFP resumed the primary school 

feeding programme in January 

2012 which had been handed over 

to the government (Ministry of 

Education and Training). This was a 

response to a request from the 

government for support with this 

caseload due to the financial 

constraints the country is finally 

experiencing.  

 

 According to the National Maize 

Cooperation (NMC) the price of 

maize has have stabilized at 175 SZL; 

for   SZL 3340.00 per metric ton SZL 

after the 44% increase in prices in 

December 2011.  

 The inflation rate leapt to 7.76% 

from the 6.54% reported last month. 

This is in accordance with the 

predictions that had been made 

early in 2011 reflecting  higher 

domestic taxes and levies on various 

products as well as increases in fuel 

and food prices in international 

markets.    

 As a result to the increase in the fuel 

prices in October and December 

2011, public transport fees are set 

to increase by 75%.  

 

 The Ministry of Agriculture has 

launched a smaller holder 

farmer’s project targeting people 

living with HIV/AIDS. This 

programme is supported by the 

Institute of Tropical Agriculture in 

Africa. The aim of the project is 

to improve health and nutritional 

status; food security and income 

for the beneficiaries. It will focus 

on production, consumption and 

marketing of nutritionally 

enhanced crops and livestock. 

 Swaziland UNCT has developed a 

strategic note for the UN response 

to the fiscal crisis and the primary 

areas on interventions are as such: 

increasing and improving equity of 

social service delivery to the 

vulnerable groups; b) 

strengthening financial aspects of 

the delivery systems, and 

especially the PFM framework; c) 

encouraging employment, 

especially among women and 

youth, through entrepreneurship 

and training for jobs in industry 

and high value-added services 

(ICT) 

 The Swaziland Revenue Authority 

announced that a 14% VAT will be 

introduced in the country starting 

in April 2012 and this will be levied 

on some good and services 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Situation Update: ZAMBIA 

Updated – February 09 2012 

Highlights  The general food security situation in the country has remained fairly good despite been in the peak of the lean period with most districts reporting to have enough staple food 
commodities on the markets. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

 .It was report good rains were 

received in the western parts of the 

country, below-normal rains fell in 

the southern and central parts 

during December.  Despite this 

there have been no reports of 

moisture stress.  

 The general food security situation 

in the country has remained fairly 

good despite been in the peak of 

the lean period with most districts 

reporting to have enough staple 

food commodities on the markets 

 Food availability nationally is 

assessed to be satisfactory on 

account of the bumper harvests of 

maize that the country has once 

again recorded. Of the estimated 3 

million MT of maize produced, plus 

sizable carryover stocks from last 

season, an exportable surplus of 

1,662 million MT is projected. 

 Overall staple food availability on 

markets is relatively good in most 

parts of the country especially with 

the increase on the consumption of 

own produced staples foods from 

the 2010/11 harvests. 

 The maize grain prices have been 

rising steadily with November 2011 

recording the highest at an average 

price per 18 kg of ZMK 19,940 

compared to ZMK 19,351 for the 

same period in 2010, showing a 3% 

increase.  

 Furthermore prices for cassava 

have  been falling steadily with the 

month of December 2011 recording 

the lowest average per kg of ZMK 

3,748 compared to ZMK 3,617 for 

the same period in 2010, indicating 

a 3.6% increase.  

 Despite these variances in prices of 

staple foods, no major reports of 

food insecurity have been received 

so far signifying the fact that the 

situation is still normal and 

manageable. 

 According to the 2007 Zambia 

Demographic Health Survey 45% of 

children under 5 are stunted, 15% 

are underweight and 5% are  

wasted and Jesuit Centre for 

Theological Reflection has 

attributed high levels of 

malnutrition in Zambia to 

inadequate dietary intake. 

 Access to seasonal foods such as 

pumpkins, mangoes, mushrooms 

has not been so predominant and 

this is largely due to the late start 

of the 2011/12 rain season. 

However the prospect of the 

2011/12 expected harvests are still 

looking fairly bright with most early 

planted maize crop reaching 

tussling stage while the late planted 

crops are at knee high.  

 These harvest prospects are purely 

dependent on stability in the 

rainfall performance during the 

remaining part of the season 

(mainly January through to 

February 2012). 
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Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: ZIMBABWE 

Updated – February 09 2012 

Highlights  Cereal production this year is likely to be lower than last year due to erratic rainfall 

 Grain prices are continuing to rise across the country 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

 Indications are that maize crop 

harvest for 2011-12 is likely to be 

poorer than last year.  

 In January good rains were 

observed in parts of Mashonaland 

Provinces around Harare and poor 

rains in others parts of Zimbabwe 

including:  Matebeleland North and 

South, Masvingo, Manicaland, 

Midlands and Mashonaland 

provinces.  

 Other challenges for the season 

include a late start of rains, 

shortage of inputs (seed and 

fertilisers), poor germination in 

some areas. 

 The expected green harvest around 

end January/beginning February is 

still to be realised. Some southern 

districts have already reported up 

to 70% write off on their maize 

crop. 

 Household cereals stocks are 

exhausted for most communities. 

Maize grain availability on most 

rural markets has gone down as 

source markets get exhausted.  

 Food aid/assistance is a major 

source of food with WFP reaching 

up to over 1 million beneficiaries 

under both the Seasonally Targeted 

Assistance (STA) and the Safety Net 

(SN) programmes. 

  Mealie meal is readily available in 

urban areas and growth points, 

however poor in most rural areas.  

 In some grain surplus areas that are 

receiving good rains, farmers who 

had with-held stocks are now 

reportedly selling on the markets, 

helping to stabilise prices in these 

areas. 

 

 Maize grain prices have been highly 

variable:  between $0.34-0.46/kg  in 

Masvingo province, $0.23-0.51/kg in the 

Mashonaland Provinces, and $0.34-

0.51/kg in the Matebeleland provinces.  

 Generally grain prices have continued to 

rise (or stabilised at high levels) in the 

grain deficit districts which coincidentally 

are also facing poor rains. 

 The cost of living continues to increase. 

The Consumer Council of Zimbabwe 

reported that the consumer basket went 

up from $545.35 in December 2011 to 

$576.69 in January 2012. The food basket 

went up from $162.94 to $164.16 over the 

same period. 

 

 Record cases of typhoid have 

been reported in some of 

Harare’s high density 

residential areas with over 

1,500 cases treated from the 

start of the year. Fears are 

that as the rains persist, 

chances of cholera outbreaks 

are high.  

 Foot and mouth disease has 

been reported in Lupane 

district (Matebeleland 

North), forcing restriction on 

livestock movement thereby 

affecting livelihoods.  

 Despite understaffing in 

most government health 

institutions, government is 

arranging for bonded 

unemployed nurses to take 

up employment in 

neighbouring countries 

saying it has no money to 

employ them. 

 Government has introduced a 

Grains Loan Scheme in all rural 

districts targeting food insecure 

households left out by WFP 

programmes. A household gets a 

50kg bag of maize each month for 

four months (January to April) to 

be repaid after the harvests. 

 A ZimVAC methodological review 

workshop is planned for the third 

week of February (20-24). 

 Preparations for the ZimVAC rural 

livelihoods assessment are set to 

start in March with data collection 

planned for end of April. 

 The Civil Protection Unit has 

issued flood warning due to heavy 

rains. No flooding reports have 

been received so far.   
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