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NOTE: This document is an update of the SDR published on 22 September. The 
updated information is represented with red full dots throughout the document.  
 
About this document: This document is a desk study in which estimates of scale, severity and likely 
impact of a natural or man-induced disaster are determined. It aims to inform decision making for 
preparedness and emergency response. Information has been gathered through a review of secondary 
data, field studies taking place during the emergency, contact with individuals working in the field, and use of 
lessons learned and experience from past similar crises or disasters. The SDR is intended to complement 
and integrate assessment-related information from other agencies and feedback is welcome on how this 

document can be improved (Operations@acaps.org). ECB and ACAPS thank agencies and NGOs who 
have shared the data and analysis which made this report possible. Disclaimer: Information provided 
is provisional as it has not been possible to independently verify field reports. As this report covers 
highly dynamic subject, utility of the information may decrease with time. Due to the volatile and 
dynamic situation in this region, please monitor the situation and obtain information from agencies 
operating in the field before travelling to these areas.  Please use the most recent update. 
 
Disaster Update (22 September – December 16, 2011) 
 Recent analysis from FSNAU and FEWSNET confirms famine in three of the 

previous six famine declared areas of Somalia. Famine (Integrated Phase 
Classification (IPC) Phase 5) will persist through December 2011 in agro-pastoral 
areas of Middle Shabelle, and among the internally displaced persons (IDP) 
settlements of Mogadishu and Afgoye. The areas of Bay, Bakool and Lower 
Shabelle (formerly classified as IPC Phase 5) have been downgraded to IPC 
Phase 4, this is considered to be directly linked to the contribution humanitarian 
assistance has made in mitigating the most extreme food deficits and reducing the 
mortality rate (FSNAU, 18/11).  

 On November 28
th
, Al-Shabaab imposed a ban on 16 UN agencies and 

International NGOs and one local NGO working in areas under its control (OCHA, 
29/11). This has had a direct impact on the humanitarian community’s ability for 
distribution, logistics, and monitoring (Logistics Cluster, 8/12) 

 The security situation in southern Somalia, north-eastern Kenya and areas around 
the Kenya-Somali boarder remains highly volatile, which is resulting in 
humanitarian access issues (UNICEF, 24/11) 

 More than 80,000 people have been affected by flooding in Kenya. Worst affected 
are western Kenya, areas around Lake Victoria, Nairobi, Isiolo and parts of the 
Coast. The Kenya Meteorological Department forecasts heavy rainfall and risk of 
more flooding for December (OCHA, 9/12). 

 Heavy rains and flooding have affected Somalia and Ethiopia. Worst affected 
areas are around the Juba River Basin in southern Somalia and the Ethiopian 

Highlands. The rains have led to massive flash floods, resulting in inundation of 
farmlands and loss of crops (FAO+, 5/12). Rain forecasts for coming weeks points 
towards minimal risk of flooding (FAO+, 13/12) 

 The consolidated Appeal (CAP) for Somalia seeking $1.5 billion was launched on 
13 December and the CAP for Kenya, seeking $764 million was launched on 15 
December (OCHA Dec 2011). 
  

Current food security situation and forecast 
December 2011         Jan-March 2012 Forecast 

  
 
 
                        

                                                                                             

Source: (FEWSNET, Dec 2011)  Source: (FEWSNET, Nov 2011) 

 

 Somalia: The most affected areas are in the south, particularly the regions where 
famine conditions persist in Middle Shabelle and among IDP settlements in 
Mogadishu and Afgoye. 

 Kenya: affected districts include Turkana, Mandera, Wajir, West Pokot, Garissa 
and Garbatulla. 

 Ethiopia affected districts include Somali, Afar, southern Oromia and SNNP 
regions. 
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http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU_FEWSNET_111811_press_release.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1290450
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1290450
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/som11a/situation_report_111208/at_download/file
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1290096
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FL-2011-000161-SOM_1209.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/map_1449.pdf
http://ochanet.unocha.org/p/Documents/Cap%20Briefing%20Fact%20Sheet_2012.pdf
http://www.fews.net/Pages/country.aspx?gb=so&l=en
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/EA_Regional_OL_2011_11_final.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.ecbproject.org/
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Key priorities 
References of these key priorities can be found on the sectoral pages of this document (pages 7-15) 

 

Most affected areas  
Somalia: 

 Drought and conflict affected areas of Somalia, especially the three areas where 
famine conditions persist in Middle Shabelle and among IDP settlements in 
Mogadishu and Afgoye (FSNAU, 18/11). 

o Areas in southern Somalia where short term and local displacement is anticipated 
(Bakool, Hiraan, Gedo, Lower Juba, Bossaso, Gallkacyo). 

 Flood affected areas of Kenya (western Kenya, areas around Lake Victoria, 
Nairobi, Isiolo and parts of the Coast), Somalia (areas around the Juba River Basin 
– Gedo and Lower Juba) and Ethiopia (Ethiopian Highlands)  

 
Kenya and Ethiopia:  
o Dadaab refugee camps with surrounding areas. 
o Dollo Ado refugee camps and surrounding areas. 

 
Most affected groups 
o 4 million Somalis in acute food crisis, especially those also affected by on-going 

conflict and those in rural, remote areas, of which 250,000 people are in famine. 
o Malnourished IDP’s and refugees, particularly children <5 and pregnant and 

lactating women.  
o Somali refugees lacking documentation. Displaced and refugee households, 

especially women and child-headed households,  
o Elderly people in Somalia.  
o Children at risk of military recruitment, child soldiers, and separated children.  
o Women and children at risk of Gender Based Violence (GBV). 

 
Priority Interventions 
Somalia 

 Flood response activities including cholera/AWD preparedness and response 
activities,  

o Roll out vaccination campaigns against measles in all affected areas 
o Treat suspected cases of cholera and take preventive action in all affected areas 
o Increase humanitarian access to drought and conflict affected Somalis, provision of 

food in kind, cash or food vouchers in Somalia, especially Bakool and Lower 
Shabelle, to address famine. Support pastoralist asset protection with emergency 
fodder and water, deworming campaigns, veterinary services and vaccination. 

o Scale up of primary and secondary health care services for drought and conflict 
affected individuals including mobile and rural outreach with basic medical 
services. Increase access to safe water, improved sanitation and hygiene kits for 
populations at risk. Hygiene kits should be adapted to address cholera prevention. 

o Assessment of medical needs and rapidly register all Somali IDP’s. Implement safe 
site planning for displaced women and/or children and ensure safe shelter for 
victims of sexual violence and trauma. Establish coordination mechanisms within 

the provision of protection, legal, psychosocial, and medical response for those 
affected by violence. 

o Register and provide documentation for new refugees entering camps and IDP’s in 
urban and rural areas of Somalia. Provide temporary and transitional shelter for the 
displaced and refugees. 

o Treatment of malnourished children countrywide with feeding centres and 
supplement 

 
Refugee camps in Kenya and Ethiopia 
o Increase protection surveillance on distress migration routes. 
o Provide shelters for refugees awaiting registration outside the camps. 
o For vulnerable Somali refugees, identify safe areas for children in camps, earmark 

locations and ensure protection and access to basic services for particularly 
vulnerable households 

 

Information gaps and needs 
Some of this information may exist at country level, but may be lacking for specific areas or countries within 
the region. 

o Mapping of on-going and planned assessments (Survey of survey (SoS)). 
o Updated baseline information, including population figures.  
o Recent and updated morbidity monitoring data including outbreaks 
o Detailed information on household and market cereal stock levels in sentinel sites, 

remittance flows. 
o Detailed reports on food security and nutrition situations are available for Somalia 

(FEWSNET, FSNAU), but little information is available from NGOs on the ground.  

 

Lessons Learned from past crises 
o Supporting livestock is a key nutrition and livelihood intervention to reduce the 

impact of drought.   
o Emergency interventions can undermine recovery and subsequent development if 

they are not assessed with a longer-term perspective. Examples in the agricultural 
sector are emergency seed distribution that may impact negatively on community 
seed systems or local seed supply chains, and livestock support though water 
trucking that may change the traditional mobility structures and promote conflict 
(FSNWG July 2011). 

 Tight coordination and integrated interventions between sectors (Livelihood and 
Food Security, WASH, Health and Nutrition) particularly important in droughts 
(ALNAP, October 2011). 

 Cash transfer programming may be a valuable option in the current context, 
provided there are commodities available. There is also evidence that cash acts as 

an incentive to participate in health and nutrition programs ALNAP, October 2011). 

 Successful emergency programming is more likely when conducted in partnership 
with local actors, who can use their networks, knowledge and experience (ALNAP, 
October 2011) 

 Focus on conflict prevention and mitigation since drought often increases the risk 
of conflict over scarce resources (ALNAP, October 2011) 

http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU_FEWSNET_111811_press_release.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_report_173.pdf
http://www.alnap.org/pool/files/alnap-lessons-drought.pdf
http://www.alnap.org/pool/files/alnap-lessons-drought.pdf
http://www.alnap.org/pool/files/alnap-lessons-drought.pdf
http://www.alnap.org/pool/files/alnap-lessons-drought.pdf
http://www.alnap.org/pool/files/alnap-lessons-drought.pdf
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Recent and on-going assessments 
The following list is certainly not exhaustive and is based on publicly available information. Several 
assessment initiatives are now underway at refugee camp locations in Kenya and Ethiopia and in 
communities in Somalia. 

 

Kenya 

 UNICEF reports that nutrition surveys are ongoing in Turkana; Mandera East and 
North; Wajir East; Wajir west/North; Baringo and Samburu Central. Results are 
expected around 20 December. Surveys for Mandera Central and Tana River 
County have been postponed due to impassable roads (OCHA, 9/12). 

 

Somalia  

 FSNAU and partners conducted nutrition and mortality surveys in southern 
Somalia in October and in northern Somalia in November. The results of these 
surveys were published on 6 December in the FSNAU Nutrition update for 
September to November 2011 (FSNAU, 6/12). 

 FSNAU and partners are conducting about 30 nutrition surveys in the Somali 
population between November and December 2011. Update on the findings will be 
provided in February 2012 (FSNAU, 6/12). 

 

Ethiopia  

 The seasonal multi-sectoral national needs assessment kicked off on 21 
November. The teams will collect and analyse data at the regional level; the 
compiled assessment results will be presented in the 2012 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document (HRD) by late January 2012 (OCHA, 25/11). 

 Ad-hoc nutrition surveys have been conducted in nine hot spot wordeas (districts) 
of Ethiopia in September and October 2011 (OCHA, 5/12) 

 

Recommendations for further assessments 
o Finalization of the Survey of Survey (SoS) for Somalia, which was started in 

September.  It is recommended that similar SoS’s be done for Ethiopia and Kenya.  

 
Operational Constraints 
Lack of humanitarian access  

 On November 28
th
, Al-Shabaab imposed a ban on 16 United Nations (UN) agencies 

and International NGOs and one local NGO working in areas under its control 
(OCHA, 29/11). This incident has had a direct impact on the humanitarian 
community’s ability for distribution, logistics, and monitoring (Logistics Cluster, 8/12) 

 
Insecurity and on-going conflict 

 On 16 October Kenya sent troops into Somalia. The incursion was a response to the 
abduction of two aid workers in Dadaab as well as other security incidents in Kenya 
(OCHA, 21/10)  

 On 7 December, the Kenyan parliament approved the African Union (AU) request for 
the Kenya Defence Forces to join the AU Mission in Somalia (AMISOM). However, 
no agreement has been reached on whether the Kenyan troops will operate only 

from Mogadishu, in line with AMISOM’s peacekeeping mandate. The security 
situation in Somalia remains volatile, especially in Mogadishu where several attacks 
by Al-Shabaab were reported this week (OCHA, 9/12). 

 The security situation in northern Kenya has deteriorated due to on-going insecurity 
associated with Al-Shabaab militants/sympathizers suspected to be operating in the 
area. On 5 December, an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) detonated in Ifo 2 West 
refugee camp, killing an Administration Police officer and injuring three others. The 
attack followed two previous IED attacks on 5 and 15 November along the 
Hagadera-Dadaab road. Initial assessments by the UN Safety and Security 
Department indicate that Al-Shabaab militants may have infiltrated refugee camps in 
Hagadera and Ifo from where they are launching the attacks (OCHA, 9/12). 

 The Area Security Coordinator has suspended all road movement into two camps in 
Dadaab (Dagahale and Ifo). Aid workers have been forced to reduce their operations 
to limited essential services, and the majority of staff have been evacuated for 
security reasons (OCHA, 9/12). Due to the security situation, there is limited 
movement in the Dadaab camps, which has resulted in aid agencies having 
difficulties assessing the number and condition of new arrivals (UNHCR, 29/11). 

 The Government of Ethiopia has enhanced security in the camps in Dollo Ado and at 
the borders due to security concerns in the region. The security concerns in Dollo 
Ado persists due to the ongoing Kenyan military operation in northern Kenya and 
Somalia (IOM, 22/11). 

 
Lack of Access due to flooding 
 Heavy rains in the Dollo Ado area have impeded the delivery of humanitarian 

assistance by making roads difficult to use or impassable and by flooding airstrips, 
preventing flights from landing with supplies (UNHCR, 29/11). 

 Continuing military operations and heavy rains are limiting the movements of 
displaced population in Somalia’s Gedo region bordering Kenya. There have been no 
cross-border movements between Dobley in Somalia and Liboi in Kenya or vice-
versa. People are unable to move as the rains make roads impassable (UNHCR, 
29/11). 

 
Funding Gaps 
 As of December 8, the funding coverage of the requested $2.4 billion for the four 

drought-affected countries of the Horn of Africa region (Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Somalia) was at 78% (OCHA, 9/12).  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Nutrition-Update-September-November-2011.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Nutrition-Update-September-November-2011.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1289132
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1289507
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1290450
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/som11a/situation_report_111208/at_download/file
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1270160
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/4ed4c7619.html
http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav/shared/shared/mainsite/media/docs/reports/HoA/November-22-2011.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/4ed4c7619.html
http://www.unhcr.org/4ed4c7619.html
http://www.unhcr.org/4ed4c7619.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
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Displacement 
 The number of people displaced within Somalia by conflict between 2007 and 

November 2011 remain between 1.4 and 1.5 million. UNHCR with partners collect 
information on the movements within Somalia through the Population Movement 
Tracking (PMT) system (IDMC, 9/12). According to UNHCR, there currently 
displacement figure within Somalia is estimated at 1.46 million people (UNHCR, Nov 
2011).   

 The majority of the displaced are from Mogadishu and its environs. Many have taken 
refuge in the informal camps in the “Afgoye Corridor”. In October it was reported that 
this area hosted an estimated 500,000 IDPs, which would make it the largest IDP site 
in the world (IDMC, 9/12). 

 Increased displacements to Mogadishu were recorded in June, July and August due 
to drought. Further drought-related displacement to Gedo, Lower and Middle Juba 
were also recorded in July and August (CAP 2012). 

 Displacements are continuing in the last quarter of 2011. In October the Kenyan 
armed forces entered southern Somalia following several abductions taking place in 
Kenya by Somali-based groups. The Kenyan army issued warnings to residents of 
about ten towns in southern Somalia to prepare for a military pursuit of Al-Shabaab, 
which led the local civilian population to flee (IDMC, 9/12). 

 IDP’s remain the largest single population in crisis (CAP 2012).  
 There are an estimated 139,000 IDPs in Puntland. These IDPs fall into three 

categories: The first are people in transit through Puntland to Yemen and other 
countries who’s duration of time spent in Puntland varies from a few days to more 
than a year; the second are people displaced for a short time due to localized conflict 
or natural disasters; and the third are long staying IDPs who are not in conflict (CAP 
2012). 

 IDP’s in Somalia often need basic emergency assistance. However, some long term 
IDP’s have similar needs to their host communities and local integration is a viable 
option for certain populations (CAP 2012). 

 

Affected people in Somalia   
Source: FSNAU, Nov 2011 

 

 

Displacement profile 
 
 There are an estimated 1.46 million displaced people in Somalia. About 25% of them 

(372,000 people) are in Mogadishu (UNHCR, Nov 2011).  
 

 
Source: UNHCR, Nov 2011 

 
 Between October 1st and December 1st 49,000 people were displaced within 

Somalia, of which the majority (44,000) were from South Central Somalia. The main 
cause of displacement reported was insecurity, followed by forced return, drought, 
lack of livelihood and floods  (UNHCR, 2/12). 

 
Mogadishu IDP’s concentration:  
 The numbers of IDPs arriving in Mogadishu in 2011 has been extraordinarily high 

due to drought related reasons. The largest influx of IDP’s occurred in January 2011, 
however, trends indicate that since March, the rate of influx has been steadily 
increasing. Between July and September, 35,800 IDPs arrived in Mogadishu. So far 
in the fourth quarter (1 September – 18 November), 8,900 have arrived in the capital. 
Although drought was the main reason for displacement in first quarter (63%), 
second quarter (83%) and the third quarter (98%), insecurity was the primary cause 
of displacement (99%) in the fourth quarter (UNHCR, 18/11)  

 
Returns:  
 Population Movement Tracking (PMT) data shows that between August and 

November more than 30,000 IDPs returned to Mogadishu. Over 22,800 people from 
other southern regions returned mainly to Lower Shabelle, Bay and Gedo regions, 
although some of these returns were reportedly forced (IASC Somalia, 2/12). 

 

Assessed and contingency population in AFLC, 

HE and Famine

Number 

affected

% of total 

population

Distribution of 

pop in crisis

Assessed Urban Population in AFLC, HE and

Famine
585,000 8% 14%

Assessed Rural Population in in AFLC, HE and

Famine
2,550,000 34% 63%

Adjusted IDP (out of UNHCR 1.5 million) 910,000 12% 22%

Estimated number of IDPs in Famine (Mogadishu

and Afgoye
260,000 3% 6%

Estimated Rural, Urban and IDP population in

crisis

4,045,000 

(rounded to     

4 million)

54% 100%

AFLC: Acute Food and Livelihood Crisis  and Famine

HE: Humanitarian Emergency
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Internal Displacement of Somalis in 2011 

http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/76AE3E5570C42FE8C1257961004D7CD3/$file/somalia-overview-dec2011.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/4ed355d36.html
http://www.unhcr.org/4ed355d36.html
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/76AE3E5570C42FE8C1257961004D7CD3/$file/somalia-overview-dec2011.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1293789
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/76AE3E5570C42FE8C1257961004D7CD3/$file/somalia-overview-dec2011.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1293789
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1293789
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1293789
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1293789
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Rural-Urban-IDP-Populations-in-Crisis-August-September-2011.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/4ed355d36.html
http://www.unhcr.org/4ed354d39.html
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/download.php?id=640.pdf&name=SCDashboard_02_Dec_2011.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/download.php?id=597.pdf&name=MogadishuInflux_Nov2011_18th.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full%20Report_398.pdf'
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Somali refugees 
 

 
 
 
 According to UNCHR, there are currently 951,663 Somali refugees and asylum 

seekers in neighboring countries, with Kenya, Yemen, Ethiopia and Djibouti 
hosting 97% of them. 

 In 2011, 293,730 Somali refugees arrived in neighboring countries (UNHCR, Dec 
2011). Somalia is currently generating the third highest number of refugees in the 
world, after Afghanistan and Iraq (UNHCR, Nov 2011). 

 

Demography Somali Refugee population   
 

Age Female Male 

0 to 4 10% 10% 

5 to 11 13% 13% 

12 to 17 7% 6% 

18 to 59 17% 21% 

60+ 1% 2% 

Source: UNHCR, Dec 2011 

 
Kenya 
 According to UNCHR figures, the current population in the six camps in Dadaab 

(Dagahaley, Hagadera, Ifo, Ifo 2 East, Ifo 2 West and Kambioos) is 463,512 
(UNHCR, 4/12). UNHCR reports that 152,307 refugees have arrived in Dadaab 
camps in 2011 as of December 4

th
 (UNHCR, Dec 2011). The number of arrivals at 

Dadaab camps peaked in August (29,456) and September (28,756). In October the 
arrival rate dropped to 9,235 (UNHCR, Dec 2011).  

 According to UNHCR, the authorities stopped registering new arrivals in early 
November, and the access of aid agencies has been difficult due to issues of 
insecurity (UNHCR, 29/11). This also poses problems for new arrivals who have 
not been registered and who therefore do not receive ration cards and cannot 
access food (OCHA, 9/12). 

 
Ethiopia 
 As of December 6

th
, the five refugee camps in Dollo Ado (Bokolmanyo, Malkadida, 

Kobe, Hilaweyn and Buramino) and the Transit Centre are accommodating a total 
of 138,226 refugees (UNCHC, 6/12). 67% of the refugee population in the camps 
in Dollo Ado are under the age of 18 and 53% of the refugee population are 
women. The total number of new arrivals in 2011 is 97,984, with the peak of 
arrivals occurring June (24,042) and July (19,610) (UNHCR, 7/12).  

 The refugee arrival rate in November dropped significantly with an average of 180 
daily arrivals in the first 10 days of November and only 16 arrivals per day in the 
following 10 days (UNICEF, 24/11). The total number of refugee arrivals reported 
in Dollo Addo camps by UNHCR for November was 2,485 (UNHCR, 7/12).  

 Hundreds of Somali refugees in Dollo Ado have been relocated from the 
overcrowded Transit Center to the new camp, Buramino, which was opened on 
November 30

th
. As at December 9

th
, the new camp was accommodating 1,451 

refugees (UNCHR, 9/12) 
 Ethiopia has also been receiving a large number of Sudanese refugees due to 

fighting in South Kordofan and conflicts/insecurity in other areas (FSNWG, 10/11). 
There are currently 45,164 registered Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia, 58 % are 
under the age of 18. 18,788 refugees have arrived in 2011 (UNHCR, 11/12).

Country of Asylum
Total  Somali 

Refugee Population 

Somali Refugee 

Arrivals in 2011

Kenya                          

(As at 4/12)
520,086 164,191

Yemen                         

(As at 30/11)
202,904 24,913

Ethiopia                      

(As at 30/11)
182,399 99,338

Uganda                       

(As at 31/10)
22,146 361

Djibouti                       

(As at 31/10)
18,748 4,867

Eritrea                         

(As at 31/10)
3,865 60

Tanzania                    

(As at 14/10)
1,515 n/a

Total 951,663 293,730

Source: UNHCR, Nov/Dec 2011

http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php
http://www.unhcr.org/4ed354929.html
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/download.php?id=641.pdf&name=REG_H%2004%20Camp%20Population%20by%20CoO,%20Sex,%20Age%20Group%20(Final)%20Ext%204th%20Dec%202011.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/country.php?id=110
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/region.php?id=3&country=110
http://www.unhcr.org/4ed4c7619.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/download.php?id=643.pdf&name=Dollo%20Ado%20Population%20Statistics%2006%20Dec.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/region.php?id=7&country=65
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1290096
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/region.php?id=7&country=65
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/country.php?id=65
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/events/detail/en/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=93233&cHash=16bf6ee08aa8c0636b2fd9981b1a2743
http://data.unhcr.org/Sudanese_Refugees_in_Ethiopia/country.php?id=65
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Somaliland 
67,000 IDPS 

Puntland 
138,000 IDPS 

South/ Central 
67,000 IDPS 

85,061 
96,210 

13,881 

96,210 

177,527 

356,641 

163,589 

19,390 60 

3,805 

361 

21,785 

1,515 

0 
944,692 

286,487 

Total Number of Refugees 

Total New Arrivals in 2011 

1,459,000 
Source: UNHCR 

(http://www.unhcr.org/4ed354d39.html) 

Total Number of IDPs 
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Current situation 

 
Source: FSNWG, Dec 2011 

Regional 

 In the Eastern Horn (pastoral and agro-pastoral areas of southern and 
southeastern Ethiopia; northeastern pastoral and southeastern agro-pastoral 
marginal areas of Kenya; and southern and parts of central Somalia excluding the 
Hawd) there has been an early onset of the short/deyr rains, ending the protracted 
drought that has caused two consecutive seasonal failures. In pastoral areas, the 
rains have led to recharging of most surface water resources, re-generation of 
browse, and return of livestock that had migrated, which has improved access to 
milk from shoats and camels. In the cropping areas, the rains have led to an early 
start of the short/deyr cropping season (FEWSNET, Nov 2011) 
 

 
 

 Although prices of locally produced staples (maize and sorghum) have been 
declining in most markets in the eastern Horn, they remain significantly higher 
than the five-year average in all markets (FEWSNET, Nov 2011)  

 
Somalia 

 Recent analysis from FSNAU and FEWSNET confirms famine in three of the six 
areas in Somalia previously declared to be in a state of famine. Famine (IPC 
Phase 5) will persist in agro-pastoral areas of Middle Shabelle, and among the 
IDP settlements of Mogadishu and Afgoye. The areas of Bay, Bakool and Lower 
Shabelle (formerly classified as IPC Phase 5) have been downgraded to IPC 
Phase 4, since humanitarian assistance has mitigated the most extreme food 
deficits and mortality rates (FSNAU, 18/11). 

 According to FSNAU, four million people remain food insecure in Somalia, 
including three million people in southern Somalia. 250,000 people continue to 
face imminent starvation (FSNAU, 18/11). It has been estimated that more than 
two thirds of these 250,000 live in urban settings while the remainder are in rural 
areas (CAP 2012). 

 The ongoing famine in Somalia has two primary causes. First, the total failure of 
the Oct-Dec 2010 Deyr rains and the poor performance of the April-June 2011 Gu 
rains resulted in the worst annual crop production in 17 years, excess animal 
mortality, and very high food prices. Second, humanitarian assistance in the south 
was extremely limited until Sep/Oct due to a combination of inadequate response 
by the international community and severely restricted humanitarian access. Since 
September, substantial flows of food aid commodities onto local markets, in 
combination with Gu and off-season cereal harvests, have brought prices down 
from the record levels of June/July 2011, but they remain higher than the five-year 
average in almost all markets of the south. Aside from Lower Shabelle, where 
cereal price declines have been the largest and off-season harvests the most 
substantial, the cereal value of both daily wages and livestock remain low 
(FSNAU, 18/11). 

 The ban by Al-Shabaab last week affected seven members of the Food 
Assistance Cluster (FAC) that had ongoing operations in Somalia. Due to the 
complexity of overall situation, the FAC is currently refining its analysis on the 
impact of the ban. Initial estimates of the FAC’s planned operations in December 
suggest that between 400,000 and 600,000 people will no longer be assisted 
(OCHA, 9/12). 

 Heavy rains and flooding have affected certain parts of Somalia. The worst 
affected areas are around the Juba River Basin in southern Somalia (Gedo and 
Lower Juba). The rains have led to massive flash floods and resulting in 
inundation of farmlands and loss of crops (FAO+, 5/12). The rainfall forecast for 
the coming weeks is pointing towards light or no rains and there is minimal risk of 
flooding (FAO+, 13/12) 

 

http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/EA_Regional_OL_2011_11_final.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/EA_Regional_OL_2011_11_final.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU_FEWSNET_111811_press_release.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU_FEWSNET_111811_press_release.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1293789
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU_FEWSNET_111811_press_release.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FL-2011-000161-SOM_1209.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/map_1449.pdf
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Kenya 

 An estimated 3.75 million people are at Stressed (IPC 2), Crisis (IPC 3) or 
Emergency (IPC 4) levels of food insecurity in Kenya (FEWSNET, Nov/11). 

 The 2011 short rains started about three weeks earlier than usual and have been 
evenly distributed and above normal. This has resulted in improvements in 
availability of water, browse and pasture in pastoral areas and in cropping 
lowlands of the southeast and coastal areas (FEWSNET, Nov/11). 

 Excessive rains have resulted in localized flooding, which has caused loss of lives 
and livelihood assets, displacement, and disruption of road transportation 
(FEWSNET, Nov/11).  

 15 people have died and some 80,000 have been displaced by floods, according 
to recent reports by the Minister for Special Programmes (MOSSP). Worst 
affected are western Kenya, areas around Lake Victoria, Nairobi, Isiolo and parts 
of the Coast. Most flood victims will need shelter and food even after floods 
subside, as the majority have lost their homes, mature crops in the field and food 
stored in granaries from previous harvests. According to the MOSSP, more than 
100 acres of crops estimated to be worth over KES 5 million (US$55,000) have 
been destroyed by floods after an irrigation scheme in Baringo County burst its 
banks. About 200 farmers who had crops at the scheme may become food 
insecure as a result of the floods (OCHA, 9/12). 

 Livestock productivity of livestock that did not migrate is below normal. Livestock 
prices are increasing in certain areas (Mandera, Garissa, Tana River, Narok and 
Laikipia). Livestock prices were in general above five-year average for October, 
with the exception of Isiolo and Garissa where the prices area 10-30% below five-
year averages (FEWSNET, Nov/11). 

 
Ethiopia 

 The October to December Deyr/Hageya rains started on time in most areas and 
are performing well, with performance to date being normal to above normal. This 
has resulted in improved pastoral resources in most parts of the southern and 
southeastern pastoral and agropastoral areas. This, combined with ongoing 
humanitarian assistance, will continue to stabilize food security among poor and 
very poor households in the region. However, four million people will continue to 
require humanitarian assistance through the end of 2011 across the country 
(FEWSNET, November 2011). 

 Prices of staple foods have in general started to decline due to the Meher harvest, 
but still remain higher than the five-year average (FEWSNET, November 2011). 

 Food security in most parts of the country has stabilized as a result of the 
improved market supply and declining prices following the Meher Harvest 
(FEWSNET, November 2011). 

 Admissions of severely malnourished children to Therapeutic Feeding 
Programmes (TFPs) countrywide decreased for the fifth month running in October, 
confirming the general improvement in food security conditions in most drought-
affected areas. The national Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit predicts that 
TFP admissions will stabilize at the October levels (or slightly decrease) 
countrywide through December 2011. (OCHA, 9/12). 

 

Forecast 
 
Most Likely Food Security Outcomes January – March 2012  

 

 
Source: FEWSNET, Nov 2011  

http://www.fews.net/docs/publications/kenya_fsou_2011_11_final.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/publications/kenya_fsou_2011_11_final.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/publications/kenya_fsou_2011_11_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/publications/kenya_fsou_2011_11_final.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Ethiopia_FSOU_11_2011.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Ethiopia_FSOU_11_2011.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Ethiopia_FSOU_11_2011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/EA_Regional_OL_2011_11_final.pdf
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Somalia 

 In the most likely scenario, famine will persist until the Jan/Feb Deyr 
harvests due to a combination of high food prices, limited 2011 crop production, 
and continued assistance gaps related to Al-Shabaab access restrictions. 
Following a projected average to below-average Deyr harvest, improvements are 
expected, though continued high local cereal prices, the sale of crop harvests for 
debt repayment, and inadequate emergency response, are likely to result in a 
continuation IPC Phase 4 – Emergency outcomes in some southern cropping and 
pastoral areas (FEWSNET, Dec 2011).  

 In the most-likely scenario, famine is not expected in Somalia during 2012, 
with the potential exception of some IDP populations. However, given the 
significant impact of the 2011 Famine on livelihoods, health, and cereal 
availability, and current expectations of a late and possibly below-average 2012 
Deyr harvest, large areas of southern Somalia are likely to remain in IPC Phase 4 
- Emergency until the August 2012 Gu-season harvests (FSNAU, 18/11). 

 Very early forecasts for the 2012 Gu season suggest that below-average rainfall is 
likely, in part due to the re-emergence of a La Nina. Below-average main season 
crop production would constrain recovery and could result in a persistent 
Emergency throughout 2012 (FEWSNET, Dec 2011). 

 In the worst case scenario, both 2011 Deyr and 2012 Gu season rainfall would 
be significantly below normal and humanitarian access would deteriorate in part 
due to increased military activity. In this scenario, though improvements in food 
security would occur in the medium term, Famine could re-emerge during 2012 
(FEWSNET, Dec 2011). 

 
Kenya 

 Improvements in pastoral food security are expected to start consolidating since 
access to livestock products and short-cycle vegetables is increasing, purchasing 
capacities are improving, food and non-food interventions are on-going and 
conflict is easing in northwestern pastoral areas (FEWSNET, Nov/11). 

 Food security of flood-affected households remains precarious because of the 
sudden loss of productive capacities in spite of interventions (FEWSNET, Nov/11). 

 Staple food prices are expected to decline with the in‐coming harvest from the 

highlands of Kenya and cross-border trade with Uganda. Poor households’ ability 
to purchase required quantity and diversity of food is expected to continue to 
improve during the outlook period following the increased labor opportunities, 
declining prices of pulses and cereal and enhanced access to milk. Food security 
of poor household will improve to Stressed levels through March 2012 
(FEWSNET, Nov 2011) 

 

 
Ethiopia 

 Food security is likely to deteriorate in parts of the eastern marginal cropping 
areas in the January to March outlook period (FEWSNET, November 2011). 

 According to FEWSNET forecasts, Crisis level food insecurity (IPC Phase 3) will 
extend to the dominantly Belg producing zones in the northeastern highlands and 
some marginal Meher cropping areas due to the below normal 2011 harvests. 
Deterioration in food security is also likely in some southern pastoral and 
agropastoral districts, which were severely affected by the drought (FEWSNET, 
November 2011). 

 

Key priorities 
Most affected areas 

 Drought and conflict affected areas of Somalia, especially the three areas where 
famine conditions persist in Middle Shabelle and among IDP settlements in 
Mogadishu and Afgoye (FSNAU, 18/11). 

 Flood affected populations inf Kenya (western Kenya, areas around Lake Victoria, 
Nairobi, Isiolo and parts of the Coast), Somalia (areas around the Juba River 
Basin – Gedo and Lower Juba) and Ethiopia (Ethiopian Highlands). 

 
Most affected groups 
o Poor farmers and agro-pastoral communities with no cereal stock and who 

cannot afford to buy the staple cereals. 
o Urban poor, IDPs and poor pastoralists in the central regions, where cereal 

prices remain very high. 
o Refugees crossing borders into Kenya and Ethiopia presenting exceptionally high 

malnutrition prevalence. 
o Pastoralist lacking access to animal health, grazing areas and marketing 

opportunities.  
 
Recommendations for intervention 
Guidance documents are available on Somalia Agriculture and Livelihoods Cluster 

 
o A massive multi-sectoral response is critical to prevent additional deaths and total 

livelihood/social collapse. 
o General food distribution, including wet feeding (use of food voucher possible), 

blanket or targeted supplementary feeding (for moderately and severely 
malnourished children and families), food for work, food for training, food for 
assets; emergency school feeding and take home rations for girls, institutional 
feeding for TB/HIV patients and families. 

o Cash interventions to enable grain purchase, to pay off debts with traders, to 
purchase food arriving in markets and facilitating movement to areas where food 
availability may be greater. 

 
 

http://www.fews.net/Pages/country.aspx?gb=so&l=en
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU_FEWSNET_111811_press_release.pdf
http://www.fews.net/Pages/country.aspx?gb=so&l=en
http://www.fews.net/Pages/country.aspx?gb=so&l=en
http://www.fews.net/docs/publications/kenya_fsou_2011_11_final.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/publications/kenya_fsou_2011_11_final.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/EA_Regional_OL_2011_11_final.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Ethiopia_FSOU_11_2011.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Ethiopia_FSOU_11_2011.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Ethiopia_FSOU_11_2011.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU_FEWSNET_111811_press_release.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/Clusters/AgricultureLivelihood/tabid/2827/language/en-US/Default.aspx
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Seasonal Calendar for the Horn of Africa 

 

 
 

 
Source: FSNWG

http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/fileadmin/user_upload/drought/docs/FSNWG%20Poster%20FEWS%20NET%20EA%20Regional%20Seasonal%20Calendar%202.pdf
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Recent outbreaks      
       
Somalia                                                                          
 In November, a total of 

6,301 cases of acute 
watery diarrhoea 
(AWD)/Cholera was 
reported for south 
central Somalia. Of 
these, 68.6% (4,325 
cases) were in children 
under five. The cases 
are concentrated in the 
regions of Banadir 
(which reported 54.3% 
of the cases (3,422)), 
Middle Shabelle, Lower 
Shabelle, Bay and 
Lower Juba (WHO, 
2/12).  

 A total of 2,803 suspected measles cases were reported in November, of which 
63.1% (1,771 cases) were in children under 5. 92 related deaths were reported 
(which is a case fatality ratio of 3.2%) (WHO, 2/12). 

 3,993 suspected cases of malaria were reported in November, of which 49.5% 
were in children under 5 (1,980) (WHO, 2/12). 

 In the regions of Banadir, Lower Shabelle, Middle and Lower Juba, 16,600 cases 
of pneumonia or acute respiratory infections were reported in November. The 
exact number of deaths is unknown due to challenges in death reporting in the 
country (WHO, 2/12). 
 

Kenya 
 Dadaab refugee camps in Kenya are also dealing with an outbreak of 

AWD/cholera. The first case was detected in August, and since then more than 
364 cases have been reported. One refugee has died. The recent rains and 
flooding have accelerated the problem (UNHCR, 24/11). 
 

Ethiopia 
 In Ethiopia, new cases of suspected measles were reported in areas of Gamo 

Gofa zone, Segen special zone, Keffa zone of SNNP region, as well as in Oromia 
region (OCHA, 5/12). 

 Increasing number of malaria cases have been reported in Central Ethiopia 
including the three zones of Amhara, Oromia and SNNP (OCHA, 9/12). 

 

Nutrition  
Somalia 
 According to nutrition and mortality surveys conducted in southern Somalia in 

October 2011, the global acute malnutrition (GAM) rates and mortality rates are 
extremely high compared to normal levels for this time of year (2-4 times higher 
than usual rates from previous Deyr seasons), but do show some improvement 
from the results of the surveys conducted in August 2011 (FSNAU, 6/12). 

 According to FSNAU 450,000 children are acutely malnourished in Somalia, 
including 333,524 children in southern Somalia (OCHA 6/12).  

 The GAM rates from the October survey range from 20-34.5% and SAM rates 
are between 6-11% depicting a very critical nutrition situation.  

 FSNAU and partners also conducted nutrition surveys in IDP settlements in 
Somaliland and Puntland in November 2011. Findings across the surveys 
indicated that more boys than girls were acutely malnourished, however the 
difference is not statistically significant (FSNAU, 6/12). 

 
Malnutrition situation in Somalia by region:  
Sources: FSNAU, 6/12, FSNAU, 13/9 
 

 

GAM SAM GAM SAM GAM SAM

Middele and 

Lower Juba
29.3% 35.1%

Kismayo 

IDPs
26.7% 9.5%

Middle 

Shabelle
>20% >20% >20%

Lower 

Shabelle

40.6% AZ 

28.7% R

20.9% AZ  

14.2% R

Afgoye IDPs 46.0% 24.7% 40.7% 17.7%

Mogadishu 

IDP’s: 
~30% ~10% 45.6% 23.0% 39.4% 15.3%

Mogadishu 

Town
15-20% 6.4% 15.2% 1.7%

Bay 33.0% 7.0% 58.3% 22.1% 55.0% 29.8%

Gedo 32.9% 17.7% 23.8% 5.9%

Hiran

44.8% 

APZ 

33.7% PZ 

23.2% R

17.7% 

APZ 

12.7% PZ 

11.2% R

Bakool 41.1% 13.1% 45.9% 16.4%

Region 

October Survey 

Nutrition Rates

August Survey 

Nutrition Rates

July Survey Nutrition 

Rates

APZ-	Agropastoral	Zones,	PZ-Pastoral	Zones,	R-Riverine

FSNAU and partners were unable to conduct nutrition assessments in Aug and 

Oct due to security concerns

FSNAU and partners unable to conduct  

assessmentst due to security concerns

No comprehensive  suvey results due 

to poor quality of surveys conducted

No comprehensive  suvey results due 

to poor quality of surveys conducted

No comprehensive  suvey results due 

to poor quality of surveys conducted

http://www.emro.who.int/somalia/pdf/EHA_weekly19-25November_011.pdf
http://www.emro.who.int/somalia/pdf/EHA_weekly19-25November_011.pdf
http://www.emro.who.int/somalia/pdf/EHA_weekly19-25November_011.pdf
http://www.emro.who.int/somalia/pdf/EHA_weekly19-25November_011.pdf
http://www.emro.who.int/somalia/pdf/EHA_weekly19-25November_011.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4ecf46b72.html
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1289507
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Nutrition-Update-September-November-2011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Somalia%20Situation%20Report%20No.%2025.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Nutrition-Update-September-November-2011.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Nutrition-Update-September-November-2011.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/SO-Dekadal-13-September-2011.pdf
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Kenya  
 Nutrition surveys in Marsabit and Mandera West indicate decreased rates in 

acute malnutrition compared to April/May rates for the same areas.  
 The Arid Lands Resource Management Programme (ALRMP) surveillance data 

show that close to  
 UNHCR reports indicate that the number of severely malnourished children 

accessing treatment in Dadaab refugee camps has doubled (from 5,400 in 
August to 10,673 by 2 December) (OCHA, 9/12). 

 
Ethiopia 
 The first comprehensive nutrition survey conducted among Somali refugees in 

Dollo Ado camps (Hiloweyn and Kobe) has been completed. Preliminary results 
indicate unexpectedly high GAM and SAM rates. The high rates were 
unexpected given the scale of interventions in food, nutrition, health and WASH 
response to date. UNHCR is leading health and nutrition partners in reviewing 
the preliminary results and analysing them to understand the possible reasons for 
the apparent situation and ways to further scale-up the current response 
(UNICEF, 24/11). 

 According to the Ethiopian Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit, results of ad-
hoc nutrition surveys, conducted in nine hotspot wordeas (districts) of Somali, 
Afar, Oromia and Amhara regions in Sep and Oct 2011, show “normal” in one 
wordea of Oromia, “poor/serious” in seven of the surveyed hotspots, and “critical” 
in the Elidar wordea of Afar region (OCHA, 5/12). 

 

Mortality 
Somalia 
 According to the results of the surveys conducted by FSNAU and partners in 

November 2011, Crude Death Rates (CDR) have improved in most areas, with 
current results ranging between 0.9-2.8/10,000/day (FSNAU, 6/12). 

 Under-5 death rates (U5DR) still remain very high, ranging between 2.7-
7.4/10,000/day with the median rate of 1.3/10,000/day (FSNAU, 6/12). 

 
Ethiopia 
 Comprehensive nutrition surveys were recently conducted in the two Dollo Ado 

camps of Hiloweyn and Kobe. Preliminary results indicate very high CDR and 
Under-5 mortality rates (UNICEF, 24/11). 

 
Key priorities – Health 
Most affected groups:  
o Women, children, pregnant/lactating women, especially vulnerable displaced, 

and residents in conflict and/or famine affected areas. Residents of flood affected 
areas.  

 Immediate public health risks include acute malnutrition, water and food-borne 
diseases, diseases associated with crowding, vaccine preventable diseases and 
vector-borne diseases. Risk of water and vector-borne diseases remains high in 
areas of heavy rainfall and flooding. Continued cholera/AWD outbreaks are 
expected due to the on-going rains.   

 
Most affected areas (CAP 2011): 
o Greater Mogadishu, including the Afgooye and Balcad corridors. 
o Areas where short-term and local displacement is anticipated (Bakool, Hiraan, 

Gedo, Lower Juba, Bossaso, Gaalkacyo). 
o Regions underserved but with anticipated access (North Galgaduud, Lower 

Shabelle and Mudug). 
 Flood affected areas of Kenya (western Kenya, areas around Lake Victoria, 

Nairobi, Isiolo and parts of the Coast), Somalia (areas around the Juba River 
Basin – Gedo and Lower Juba) and Ethiopia (Ethiopian Highlands)  

 
Recommendations for intervention for Health and Nutrition: 
Guidance documents are available on Somalia Health Cluster and WHO, 10/8 

o Vaccination of children starting at 6 months against measles is a high priority. 
o Other Programmes on Immunization should be strengthened, including polio. 
o Promotion of health education and hygiene against cholera and dysentery. 

Strengthen cholera treatment with pre-positioning of supplies. 
o Maintain and expand integrated disease surveillance and reporting network for 

disease early warning alert and outbreak detection. At a minimum require weekly 
reporting of alerts and potential outbreaks. Investigate all outbreak rumours. 

o Treat MAM of children and pregnant/lactating women (stabilization centres, 
outpatient therapeutic, supplementary feeding). Distribute nutrition supplement 
for children <2 and pregnant/lactating mothers to prevent acute/chronic 
malnutrition (FFT, FFA, wet feeding programmes). 

o Maintain rapid nutrition surveys where comprehensive assessments not possible. 
o Promote trauma and emergency surgery, especially in conflict-affected areas, 

including reproductive health interventions of: emergency obstetric care, pre- and 
post-natal care, sexual transmitted infection prevention, blood safety 
interventions, and GBV prevention.  

o Scale up primary and secondary health care, including mobile and outreach 
services (maternal, child and nutrition) and referral systems. Establish and 
maintain functional and staffed health facilities to secure essential medicines and 
medical supplies, and to pre-position supplies for emergency response.  

o Reproductive health interventions: emergency obstetric and new-born care 
services, 24/7 referral system established for pregnancy-related emergencies, 
clean delivery kits, sexually transmitted infection prevention and treatment, GBV 
prevention and response support, and planning for comprehensive reproductive 
health services. Health education, hygiene promotion. 

 Promote breastfeeding at least the first six months of life (UNICEF, 9/12)

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1290096
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1289507
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Nutrition-Update-September-November-2011.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Nutrition-Update-September-November-2011.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1290096
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Somalia/$FILE/CAP_2011_Somalia_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
http://www.emro.who.int/somalia/healthcluster.htm
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/horn_of_africa/10august2011/en/index.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/somalia_60920.html
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Current crisis  
 
Somalia:  
 The people in need of WASH assistance in Somalia increased drastically 

throughout 2011. At the beginning of the yea FSNAU reported 2 million people to 
be in humanitarian emergency, in April this figure was increased to 2.4 million 
and in September 3.3 million (CAP 2012).   

 As of November 2011, the WASH cluster has identified 3.255 million people in 
need in of WASH assistance in Somalia, the majority of them (more than 3 
million) are living in south and central Somalia (Wash Cluster 18/11) 

 FSNAU surveys indicate that less than 40% of the population, in the majority of 
districts in Somalia, have access to a protected water source, or access to 
improved sanitation. In the majority of districts in southern Somalia, less than 
20% of the population have access to a protected water source, making them 
very vulnerable to large scale AWD/Cholera outbreaks (Wash Cluster 18/11) 

 
Ethiopia:  

 
 As a result of the continuing good rains in most drought-affected southern and 

south-eastern parts of the country, water trucking requirements remain low 
nationwide. As of 21 November, 22 of the 24 trucks required countrywide were 
operational. As in the previous weeks, no water trucking needs have been 
identified in the Somali region outside of the refugee camp complex in Dollo Ado, 
and trucking requirements remain minimal in Oromia. In Afar region, 
requirements increased from 13 trucks to 15 (with a gap of two trucks), and 
stayed at eight trucks in Tigray (OCHA 28/11). 
 

Kenya:  
 The risk of water and vector-borne diseases remains high in areas of heavy 

rainfall and in flooded areas, particularly in Mandera and Wajir, and in Nyanza 
Province in western Kenya. An assessment by District Public Health Officers in 
Mandera town indicated that nine shallow wells and 117 latrines had been 
washed away. Water quality testing has been carried out and all of the 15 
samples collected from random domestic water storage facilities, water tanks, a 
hospital and two schools returned a positive indication of faecal contamination. 
Water testing equipment is needed in Mandera, Wajir and Garissa (OCHA, 9/12). 

 

Key priorities 
 
Most affected areas:  
 All regions in Southern Somalia, with priority to famine declared areas and where 

IDPs are coming from: Bakool, Lower Shabelle, Bay, Middle Shabelle, Banadir, 
Hiraan, Gedo, Middle and Lower Juba (Wash Cluster 18/11) 

 Areas hit by heavy rains and flooding in Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia 
o Southern regions of Somalia and refugee camps in Dadaab (Kenya), Dollo Ado 

(Ethiopia), and recently parts of Eritrea 
 
Most affected groups: 
o Children, especially malnourished <5 years old 
o Newly arrived refugees in Kenya and Ethiopia 
o IDP’s and rural population within Somalia 
 People affected by recent heavy rains and flooding 
 
Recommendations for intervention  
(Guidance documents are available at Somalia WASH Cluster): 
 

o Increase and ensure free access to safe water, sanitation services, and hygiene 
promotion for affected populations, especially in nutrition centres, to reduce the 
incidence of diarrhoea in malnourished children 

o Monitor water quantity and quality (especially by reporting on litres of 
water/person/day available, until now present in very few reports) 

o Rehabilitation/construction of boreholes, deepening of shallow wells in Somalia 
(through cash for work) 

o Provision of water to refugees and IDP’s, if necessary through water trucking. 
Voucher for water is also an option 

o Maintenance, chlorination, rehabilitation, protection, and extension of existing 
water (network) systems in Somalia. Support and train communities to chlorinate 
water sources or treat water at the household level (MYR 2011). 

 Flood response activities including cholera/AWD preparedness and response 
activities, including hygiene promotion, training of hygiene promotion staff in 
nutrition centers, health centers, schools etc, distribution of cholera/AWD guides, 
(Wash Cluster 18/11).  

 

http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1293789
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1286208
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1286208
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full%20Report_374.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1286208
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/Clusters/WASH/tabid/2831/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1286208
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Somalia 
 Somali civilians are increasingly exposed to human rights violations as a result of 

the drought and violence in southern and central Somalia. The violation survivors 
are IDPs and other vulnerable communities including women, men, girls and 
boys. The most vulnerable communities are suffering from forced displacement, 
gender-based and child rights violations and legal violations. The vulnerable 
members of communities do not always have equal access to humanitarian and 
governmental assistance (OCHA, 9/12). 

 IDPs in Somalia face risks to their life, safety, security and dignity due to the 
living conditions they face and the ongoing violence and conflict. IDP camps have 
reportedly been attacked, internally displaced children forcibly recruited, and 
fighting has continued near camps (IDMC, 9/12). 

 
Child Protection 
o Widespread and systematic recruitment and use of children in armed conflict in 

southern and central Somalia is on-going (UNSC 28/4, Amnesty 19/7) with 
recruitment of child soldiers under age 15 by armed Islamist groups. Somalia's 
TFG has been found to be a party to recruiting, using, killing and maiming 
children in armed conflict. Abductions and forced or arbitrary deprivation of liberty 
are used by armed groups to forcibly recruit children (Amnesty 19/7). Children 
are mostly recruited through force and deception in schools, IDP settlements or 
refugee camps in neighbouring countries (ECHO, June 2011). 

 All sides of the conflict are reported of recruiting children into their ranks, 
including from IDP camps. In November, during a meeting with the UN Secretary 
General for Child and Armed Conflict, the TFG committed to end the use of child 
soldiers (IDMC, 9/12). 

o There are reports of bandits and armed actors committing rapes and sexual 
violence against girls during displacement. The threat of sexual violence, 
including against boys, is also high (GPC, August 2011). Somali children are 
denied access to education and killed or injured in indiscriminate attacks in 
densely populated areas (Amnesty 19/7). 

o There is an increasing number of child-headed households, abandonment, child 
separation from family members and street children (OCHA, 6/9). 

 

Gender based violence 
 Gender-based violence in Somalia is prevalent in IDP settlements and camps. 

Women have to walk long distances to collect water, exposing them to the risk of 
rape and other forms of violence. In the absence of effective protection 
mechanisms, perpetrators have been able to enter camps and commit sexual 
assaults against girls and women. Many cases of rape have not been reported 
because of the associated shame, and there are few support services for victims 
(IDMC, 9/12). 

 
 

 
 Only a limited number of internally displaced women and girls had access to 

sanitary materials, and often in insufficient quantity and on an irregular basis. The 
lack of domestic and hygiene supplies prevents many women and girls in IDP 
settlements and host communities from participating in community functions 
(IDMC, 9/12). 

 
Human Rights Violations 
o Somalis fleeing from Al-Shabaab-controlled areas reported widespread human 

rights abuses. Al-Shabaab continues to carry out public beheadings and 
floggings; forcibly recruits both adults and children into its forces; imposes 
onerous regulations on nearly every aspect of human behavior and social life, 
and deprives inhabitants under its rule of badly needed humanitarian assistance, 
including food and water. The population in areas controlled by the TFG and its 
allies has also been subjected to violations of international human rights and 
humanitarian law, including arbitrary arrest and detention, restrictions on free 
speech/assembly, and indiscriminate attacks harming civilians (HRW August 
2011) 

 

Ethiopia 

 
o Somali women and girls are facing an even greater risk of GBV, both during their 

journey out of Somalia, and upon arrival in Dollo Ado. Some refugees are 
experiencing violence during their journey, including rape, while crowded 
conditions, stress from difficult experiences, and a lack of resources may be 
resulting in an increase in GBV in the camps (IMC, 01/08). 

 

Risk factors at Dollo Ado camps 
o According to international Medical Corps, several factors may have an impact on 

the GBV risks: In the current camp structures, there are no separate latrines or 
bathing facilities for females in Kobe camp or the Transit and Reception Centers. 
Women and girls have to walk to remote locations for privacy, and also to collect 
water, wood, and charcoal, exposing them to possible violence (IMC, 01/08). 

o 88% of Kobe refugees are under 18 years old, and may face increased risks of 
sexual abuse and forced prostitution (IMC, 01/08). 

o The security presence is limited. There is no lighting in the Dollo Ado camps or in 
the Reception and Transit Centers, and no permanent security presence in the 
camps. While ARRA Protection Officers and local police do patrol the Reception 
and Transit Centers, their identity and responsibilities are unclear among 
refugees and service providers alike (IMC, 01/08). 

o There is no supply of post-exposure prophylaxis for HIV, a lifesaving treatment 
for survivors of rape, in either the ARRA-run Kobe Camp Health Centre or the 
Regional Health Bureau-run Health Center in Dollo Ado (IMC, 01/08). 
 
 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report.pdf_14.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/76AE3E5570C42FE8C1257961004D7CD3/$file/somalia-overview-dec2011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_500.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/426781
http://reliefweb.int/node/426781
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_1610.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/76AE3E5570C42FE8C1257961004D7CD3/$file/somalia-overview-dec2011.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1270909
http://reliefweb.int/node/426781
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/76AE3E5570C42FE8C1257961004D7CD3/$file/somalia-overview-dec2011.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/76AE3E5570C42FE8C1257961004D7CD3/$file/somalia-overview-dec2011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/somalia0811webwcover.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/somalia0811webwcover.pdf
http://internationalmedicalcorps.org/document.doc?id=207
http://internationalmedicalcorps.org/document.doc?id=207
http://internationalmedicalcorps.org/document.doc?id=207
http://internationalmedicalcorps.org/document.doc?id=207
http://internationalmedicalcorps.org/document.doc?id=207
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Kenya 

 On October 30, the Kenyan air force carried out an attack with aerial 
bombardment that struck an IDP camp on the outskirts of the town of Jilib in 
Somalia (HRW, 18/11)  

 On November 4, the Kenyan navy attacked a fishing boat at Kiunga, near the 
Somali border, resulting in the death of four Kenyan fishermen, ages 60 to 84. 
The authorities claim the fishing boat refused to stop for inspection. But survivors 
told the Muslim Human Rights Forum that the boat was anchored offshore when 
the attack occurred. Military personnel then allegedly beat the survivors who had 
swum to shore (HRW, 18/11) 

 On November 11, Kenyan military personnel arbitrarily detained and mistreated a 
large group of civilians in Garissa and Mandera, following attacks that had been 
carried out by alleged Al-Shabaab sympathizers. The incident has been criticized 
by Human Rights Watch, who call for police intelligence work rather than mass 
arbitrary detention of people with Somali appearance (HRW, 28/11) 

 
Key priorities 
 
Priority Areas 
o Conflict affected areas of Somalia – Mogadishu and other urban centers in the 

south central zone (ECHO, June 2011). 
o Drought affected areas of Somalia 
o Dadaab refugee camps and surrounding areas in north-eastern Kenya 
o Refugee camps in Dollo Ado region of Ethiopia 
 
Priority Groups 
o Children: child soldiers, displaced and refugee children, children who are 

separated or alone, and children suffering from malnutrition. 
o Women and girls who live on their own in refugee camps are particularly 

vulnerable and more at risk of sexual abuse (Amnesty 19/7) 
o Conflict affected Somali IDP’s  
o Somali refugees entering Kenya and Ethiopia without documentation and who 

remain unregistered even as they move into camps 
 

 
Recommendations for intervention 
(Guidance documents are available on Somalia Protection Cluster) 
 

o Protection of women and children should be prioritized by having a GBV 
coordinator in place to improve coordination of GBV prevention and response 
between health, legal, psychosocial, protection, and other sectors 

o Establish site-specific referral pathways and ensure communities are informed of 
these services 

o Ensure that essential drugs and rape kits are readily available for rape victims, 
and that health care providers are trained in the clinical management of rape 

o Implement Inter Agency Standing Committee (IASC) GBV Guidelines for 
minimum prevention and response interventions within each sector: WASH, 
Protection, HR, Nutrition, Health, Shelter and NFIs, Education and Community 
Services 

o Identify safe spaces for displaced and refugee children in Kenyan and Ethiopian 
camps, as well as urban areas experiencing high levels of displacement within 
Mogadishu 

o Earmark locations within refugee camps for especially vulnerable households 
(child, female and older person), which are near services and protection 

o Increase HR resources at camps and border crossings to register incoming 
refugees 

o Ensure mainstreaming of protection issues in all activities across all sectors 

http://www.hrw.org/news/2011/11/18/kenya-respect-law-somalia-military-operations
http://www.hrw.org/news/2011/11/18/kenya-respect-law-somalia-military-operations
http://www.hrw.org/news/2011/11/28/kenya-security-forces-arbitrarily-detaining-people
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_1610.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/426781
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/Clusters/Protection/tabid/2832/language/en-US/Default.aspx
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Current Issues 

 
 The priority needs for the Shelter and NFI cluster in December are to prevent 

hypothermia and deaths due to the on-going Deyr rains (OCHA 6/12). 

Dadaab camps in Kenya 
 According to UNCHR figures, the current population in the six camps in Dadaab 

(Dagahaley, Hagadera, Ifo, Ifo 2 East, Ifo 2 West and Kambioos) is 463,512 
(UNHCR, 4/12).  
 

Dollo Ado Camps in Ethiopia 
 As of 6 December, the five refugee camps in Dollo Ado (Bokolmanyo, Malkadida, 

Kobe, Hilaweyn and Buramino) and the Transit Centre are accommodating a 
total of 138,226 refugees (UNCHC, 6/12).  

 Hundreds of Somali refugees in Dollo Ado have been relocated from the 
overcrowded transit center to the new camp, Buramino which was opened on 
November 30

th
. As at December 9

th
, the new camp was accommodating 1,451 

refugees (UNCHR, 9/12) 
 

Key priorities 
 
Priority Areas 
o Areas of displacement in Somalia, especially Mogadishu, the Afgoye corridor and 

other urban centers 
o Refugee camps in Dollo Ado in Ethiopia and Dadaab in Kenya 

 
Priority Groups 
o Somali IDP’s, Somali refugees in Kenya, and Ethiopian refugee camps 
o Especially vulnerable IDP’s and refugees (female, elderly, and child headed 

households) 
 The newly displaced people in Kenya due to the recent floods 
 Populations affected by the rains/floods in Somalia and Ethiopia 

 

 
 
 
 
Recommendations for intervention 
(Guidance documents are available on Somalia Shelter and NFI cluster.  

 
o Emergency shelter and NFI support for existing and new Somali IDP’s  
o Temporary or transitional shelter for stabilized IDP settlements with a high level 

of community organization, consent of the landowner (or clear land titled granted 
to IDP residents) and support of the authorities.   

o Provision of emergency shelter and basic NFIs for newcomers to camp locations 
in Kenya and Ethiopia (UNHCR July 2011). 

o Accelerate pipeline, and warehousing, of shelter materials to improve timely 
provision of emergency shelter to drought and conflict affected Somalis. 

 Provision of materials so that IDPs can upgrade their existing living conditions.  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Somalia%20Situation%20Report%20No.%2025.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/download.php?id=641.pdf&name=REG_H%2004%20Camp%20Population%20by%20CoO,%20Sex,%20Age%20Group%20(Final)%20Ext%204th%20Dec%202011.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/download.php?id=643.pdf&name=Dollo%20Ado%20Population%20Statistics%2006%20Dec.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/country.php?id=65
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/Clusters/ShelterNFI/tabid/5730/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.unhcr.org/4e172ba19.html
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