
 
Meher Seasonal Assessment 
The multi-sectoral national needs assessment conducted between 18 November and mid-December 2011 has now 
concluded, with all regions having submitted their reports to the federal Disaster Risk Management and Food Security 
Sector (DRMFSS). The regional reports will be consolidated into one document and released in the form of the 
Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) covering the January-June 2012 period. The HRD is expected to be issued 
on 18 January 2012. For more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et 
 

Food Assistance Update 
As of 28 December, dispatch of the eight round of relief food had reached 56 per cent completion, with 32 per cent 
dispatched to areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS), 48 per cent to 
areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP) and 81 per cent through WFP’s Hubs-and-
Spokes programme in the Somali Region. As of the same date, seventh round dispatches had reached 96 per cent. A 
ninth round of relief food assistance is planned for January 2012 to cover the gap between the expiration of the revised 
2011 HRD and the issuance of the 2012 HRD. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

WASH Update  
In the past week, water trucking requirements increased from 38 to 59 trucks countrywide, with most new needs in East 
Harerge zone of Oromia and parts of Somali regions where emerging water shortages have previously been reported. 
The number of trucks required in Oromia increased from 1 to 17, with all of the newly-required trucks to be deployed in 
East Harerge zone, while in Somali the increase was from 13 to 18, with the five extra trucks to be deployed to Hartishiek 
kebele in Kebribeyah woreda of Jijiga zone. Over the precedingtwo weeks, water trucking requirements in Somali had 
already increased from zero to 13 trucks for Afdem (two), Ayisha (six) and Shinile (five) woredas of Shinile zone).. WASH 
partners are planning a needs assessment for water trucking in other parts of Somali region, where additional water 
shortages are being reported. In West Harerge Zone (Oromia), the situation is being closely monitored as water shortages 
are looming. The number of trucks deployed countrywide is currently as follows: Afar (15), Somali (18), Tigray (8), Amhara 
(1) and Oromia (1), leaving a gap of 16 trucks in Oromia. For more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 

Health Update 
During the past week, a total of 77 new suspected cases of measles have been reported in Afar and SNNPR. The 
majority of cases were reported from Keffa zone of SNNPR (72 cases), where 88 cases were also reported two weeks 
previously. The remainder (5 cases) were reported from Zone 4 of Afar. In Afar, specimens were collected and sent to the 
Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute (EHNRI) for further investigation, while in SNNP drugs have been sent 
to the area by WHO, which is coordinating the SNNP regional level measles outbreak control and prevention efforts. In 
addition, as part of the outbreak prevention and control effort, the SNNP Regional Health Bureau, with support from WHO 
and Plan International, provided training on data management, outbreak investigation and response, risk assessment and 
preparedness for 14 Public Health Emergency Management (PHEM) coordinators from the zonal and woreda levels 
between 21 and 25 December.  
 

Elsewhere, one new case of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) was reported in Haro Maya woreda, East Harerge zone 
(Oromia), from which area AWD cases have previously been reported. Also in Oromia, 47 new cases of bloody diarrhoea 
were reported in Moyale woreda of Borena zone, where flooding recently occurred. In response, the woreda health team 
is working on case management and health education while the water sector is supplying affected areas with water 
treatment chemicals. In Amhara, AWD preparedness and prevention activities started ahead of the Ethiopian Christmas 
celebration in Lalibela, where thousands of tourists and pilgrims are expected to gather. The Regional Health Bureau 
(RHB) and WHO conducted a rapid assessment of AWD outbreak prevention and preparedness activities in the area. 
Despite a good level of preparation by the woreda health office and health partners such as Plan International, some gaps 
were identified, including provision of medical supplies. The RHB plans to fill the gap with support from WHO.  
 

In response to the malaria outbreak observed in Abobo woreda of Gambela region two weeks ago indoor residual 
spraying and distribution of insecticide-treated bed nets (ITNs) has been carried out by the Regional Health Bureau, with 
support from WHO, UNICEF and GOAL. The number of new cases reported in the woreda has decreased in the past 
week.  To the east, an outbreak investigation team has been deployed to Somali region to verify possible cases of malaria 
in Cherati and Hargele woredas of Afder zone, where heavy rains caused flash flooding a week ago. Woreda health 
offices have been responding to the possible outbreak by distributing ITNs and have put forward a request for additional 
supply of drugs. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
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