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UNICEF Weekly Situation Report No.50- Liberia 
25 December 2011 

 

Reporting Period: 18 - 24 Dec. 2011 

 

 

 
Highlights 

• The number of Ivorian refugees in Liberia is 135,208 as per the latest statistical report from 
UNHCR.  

• Five trucks braved the roads into Zwedru bringing different gifts for the holiday season. These 
gifts included lifesaving items like 456 cartons of soap, water quality assessment kits, water 
tanks, pumps, water kits for 2,000 families, 6,671 bucket sets and 3,268 water purification kits 
that are being prepositioned in preparation of any kind of emergency. 

• The UNICEF/Mentor Initiative Emergency Malaria Education Project continues in Nimba with 
more than 300 general Community Health Volunteers (gCHVs) and at least 450 school 
teachers trained and supported with information packages and supply of Long Lasting 
Insecticidal Nets to promote the use of mosquito nets among families.  

• A total of 1,824 children less than five years were screened for acute malnutrition during the 
previous week out of which 18% were identified as malnourished with 76% Liberians and 24% 
Ivoirians. 

• More than 43,000 Ivorian and Liberian children in camps and host communities are accessing 
primary education and early childhood development services supported by UNICEF and 
partners. 

• In Monrovia, thousands of students employed under the winter vacation jobs scheme of the 
government staged a violent demonstration on 22 and 23 December, protesting against late 
payment of salaries. The security situation has been brought under control with the help of the 
government’s security forces and UNMIL.  

 

This situation report is produced regularly for UNICEF headquarters in New York in addition to contributions submitted for the ‘One 
UN’ Weekly Refugee Humanitarian Response update 

Monthly average number of children 

reached by Education in Emergency 

activities in the 4 counties affected by the 

Ivorian Refugee Crisis. 
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Situation Overview  
• UNHCR reports the total number of refugees in Liberia at 135, 208 as of 15 December 2011. Nimba 

County hosts 41,946 refugees, Grand Gedeh 62,017, River Gee 11,530, Maryland 12,819 and 
Montserrado 377. 

 
Humanitarian Needs  
• Both refugees and host communities require access to essential services such as health, nutritional 

screening and treatment, water and sanitation and schooling particularly focusing on vulnerable 
children.  

• There remains a high risk of water-borne and sanitation related diseases and epidemics within the 
affected areas with some concerns being raised by WHO of incidence Acute Watery Diahorea to 
watch closely. 

 
UNICEF Response  
UNICEF, in collaboration with partners, has developed strategic sector plans considering the different 
programmatic environments in the four counties. 

Nimba  

 

Bahn refugee camp; Zorgowee transit centre and New Yourpea Way; 16 designated host communities; 

more than 80 border community/entry points. 

Grand Gedeh  
Solo Town refugee Camp; Zieh Town refugee camp; PTP refugee camp; Toe Town transit centre; 

Janzon way station; more than 50 communities close to the border and along the main road. 

Maryland  Little Wlebo refugee camp; more than 30 border communities. 

River Gee  More than 25 border communities. 

 
KEY PARTNERS 

 Nimba Grand Gedeh Maryland River Gee 
WASH ACF, CIPORD, DRC, EQUIP, MC, 

SPIR, LRRRC, CHF, CF, MPW. 
MoHSW, CIS 

ECREP, MC, OGB, SI, 
LRRRC,  MPW. MoHSW, 
Peace, CWW 

DRC, ERS, OGB, PSI, SI, 
LRRRC,  MPW. MoHSW, 
APA 

DRC, SPIR, LRRRC, MPW. 
MoHSW 

Nutrition MoHSW, ACF,ANDP, IRC, EQUIP, MSF 
Belgium, WFP, LRRRC, UNHCR 

MoHSW, MERLIN, MSF 
Holland, IRC, WFP, 
LRRRC, UNHCR 

MoHSW, MERLIN, Merci, 
WFP, LRRRC, UNHCR 

MoHSW, Samaritan’s 
Purse, WFP, LRRRC, 
UNHCR 

Education MoE, IRC,  SC, PLAN, LRRRC MoE, SC, Plan, LRRRC, 
IRC 

MoE, Visions in Action, 
LRRRC 

MoE, LRRRC 

Child 

Protection 

MoHSW, MoGD, UNHCR,  IRC, PLAN, 
SC, LRRRC 

MoHSW, MoGD, EQUIP, 
PLAN, SC MERLIN, LRRRC 

MoHSW, MoGD, Right to 
Play, LRRRC 

MoHSW, MoGD, LRRRC 

Health EQUIP, MSF Belgium, Mentor Initiative, 
CHESS, MoHSW, LRRRC 

Tiyatien Health, Medica 
Mondiale, Merlin, MoHSW, 
LRRRC 

MERLIN,  MERCI, MoHSW, 
LRRRC 

MoHSW, LRRRC 

HIV and AIDS MoHSW, MoYS, LRRRC MoHSW, MoYS, LRRRC MoHSW, MoYS, LRRRC MoHSW, MoYS, LRRRC 

 

PROGRAMMATIC INTERVENTIONS 

 
Health  
 
Nimba 
• The UNICEF/Mentor Initiative Emergency Malaria 

Education Project continues in Nimba with more than 300 
general Community Health Volunteers (gCHVs) and 400 
school teachers trained and supported with information 
packages and supply of Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets to 
promote the use of mosquito nets among families.  

Grand Gedeh  
• EPI Services: Routine immunizations were carried out at 

the health facilities, Solo camp, Zia camp and mobile 
sites where108 children were vaccinated (88 refugees 
and 20 Liberians).  A total of 216 doses of antigens were 
administered this week (190 to refugees and 28 to 
Liberians). The doses administered included 20 doses of 
BCG; OPV 103 doses (OPV 3: 12 doses); Pentavalent 
Vaccine 83 doses (Pentavalent 3: 12 doses); Measles 
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vaccine 6 doses; and Yellow Fever 6 doses. Two cases of measles were identified and managed. 
Maryland 
• 79 megaphones and 6 boxes of batteries were handed over to the CHT December 20, 2011 as part 

of the health education project to be used by town criers for spreading health messages in 
communities.  

 
WASH  
UNICEF continues to lead the WASH sector’s response to humanitarian needs in all counties bordering 
Cote d’Ivoire.  
Nimba  
• UNICEF WASH partner CIPORD concluded a technical assessment of non-functional WASH 

facilities and based on which facility renovation plan has been developed for the coming months. 
Meanwhile, mobilization and formation of WASH committees continues in promoting hygiene and 
sanitation among families and in maintenance of WASH facilities in local communities. 

• UNICEF’s WASH partner CIS completed four new latrines and rehabilitated four other equipped with 
hand washing stations, as well as hand dug wells in two schools.  

Grand Gedeh 
• Five truckloads of WASH equipment and materials were prepositioned in Zwedru, Grand Gedeh 

during the weekend, adding to the WASH contingency stock for cholera outbreak preparedness.  
• Hygiene promotion posters are being prepositioned for distribution in support of the ongoing hygiene 

promotion and cleaning campaigns in 17 schools and 17 communities.  
• ECREP completed construction of 75 family latrines, rehabilitated four wells, and installation of 

culverts are underway for five new hand dug wells.  
Maryland/River Gee  
• The emergency WASH materials and equipment for Maryland and River Gee Counties have been 

prepositioned in Harper. 
• ERS with support from UNICEF started emergency latrine construction at Gbloken clinic, as the 

newly constructed latrine was not functional. 
• ERS has also completed one new hand dug well and rehabilitated eight existing wells bringing the 

total to 11 dug wells and rehabilitation of 20 wells reaching a total of 15,000 persons in Maryland 
County. 

 
Nutrition  
• In the four emergency counties, a total of 1,824 children under five years were screened for acute 

malnutrition during the previous week. 26% were refugees and 74% Liberians.  
• 18% of all the children screened were identified as malnourished (severely or moderately 

malnourished). The host population was more malnourished than their Ivorian counterparts, with 
76% of the malnourished children being Liberians and 24% Ivoirians. 

• At the Outpatient Therapeutic Feeding Centres (OTPs), 85 severely malnourished children 
under five were newly admitted, 93 were cured, 7 defaulted, no death, while 953 children are still 
undergoing treatment. 

• At the Inpatient Therapeutic Feeding Centres (IPFs), 1 severely malnourished child under five 
was admitted, 3 cured, 0 defaulted, 1 death, while 6 children are still undergoing treatment. 

• At the Supplementary Feeding Centres (SFPs), 113 moderately malnourished children were 
admitted, 56 cured, 6 defaulted, no death while 1,247 children are still undergoing treatment. 

Nimba 
• Of the 862 children screened, 20% of them had global acute malnutrition.  
• At OTP and IPF, 50 severely malnourished children were admitted, 79 were cured and discharged, 5 

defaulted, no death while 573 are still undergoing treatment.  
• At SFP, 53 moderately malnourished children were admitted, 32 were cured and discharged, 1 

defaulted, no death while 926 are still undergoing treatment. 
Grand Gedeh 
• Of the 471 under five children screened, 17% were moderately and severely malnourished.  
• At OTP and IPF, 22 severely malnourished children were admitted, 10 cured, 1 defaulted, no death, 

while 301 are still undergoing treatment. 
• At SFP, 55 moderately malnourished children were admitted, 24 were cured and discharged, 5 

defaulted, no death while 294 are still undergoing treatment 
Maryland 
• Of the 382 children screened, 4% were suffering from acute malnutrition (moderate and severe) 



 

UNICEF Liberia SITREP# 50 [18-25 Dec.2011]                                                                  PAGE 4 

• At OTP and IPF, 8 children were admitted, 6 cured, 0 defaulted, 1 died, while 38 are still receiving 
treatment.  

• At SFP, 5 moderately malnourished children were admitted, 0 cured and discharged, 0 defaulted, no 
death while 27 are still undergoing treatment 

River Gee 
• Of the 109 children screened, 52% were suffering from acute malnutrition (moderate and severe) 

• At OTP, 6 severely malnourished children were admitted, 1 cured, 1 defaulted and no death, while 
47 are enrolled in the OTP program. 

 
Education 

• 42,678 Ivorian and Liberian children in camps and host communities are accessing primary 
education, early childhood development services and youth vocational training supported by 
UNICEF and its partners. The number slightly decreased by 742 from the last reporting period. 
 

Nimba 
• To date, 20,560 children are accessing ECD and primary education services (3,515 children aged 2-

5 in ECD centres with 84 caregivers, 17,045 children aged 6-12 in primary schools with 159 
teachers). The total number of children has increased by 835 from the last reporting period. 

• 17,308 children are accessing education services (65% Liberians and 35% Ivorians).  
• At Bahn Camp, 159 children are participating in activities in ECD centers with 6 caregivers while 676 

children are in primary schools with 16 primary teachers. The number of children in both in ECD and 
primary education remains the same from the last reporting period. 

• In the Loguatuo Axis, more than 4,100 textbooks have been distributed to 12 relocation and border 
communities to date.  

• Recreational activities are being regularly organized, with Liberian and Ivorian children playing 
sports, enjoying recreational games, performing dances and songs. To date, more than 250 footballs 
and volleyballs, volleyball nets and sports’ jerseys have been distributed to children and youth in 12 
communities.  

• Local education partners form the government and NGOs were trained on cluster approach, 
collaborative intervention of education and child protection in emergency settings, and planning and 
implementation of emergency activities at an Education and Protection Cluster Coordination training 
workshop.  

• Livelihood training sessions has been ongoing in the Gborplay Axis targeting Liberian and Ivorian 
youth to acquire vocational skills on shoe making. More than a half of participants are female who 
have begun producing African slippers. 

Grand Gedeh 
• To date, 12,633 children are accessing ECD and primary education services 56 caregivers and 167 

teachers).  The total number of children remained the same from the last reporting period. 
• Out of 12,633 children, around 25% (3,108 children) are in four camp schools (Dougee, Solo, PTP 

and Ziah Camps). Most of them are in primary schools while 9% of them are in ECD centres. 
• At the PTP camp, 359 post-primary aged children have been identified as potential students for 

secondary education services during the new session commencing in January 2012.  
• Production of school desks and other furniture for the Ziah camp is complete and ready for 

transportation to the school.  
• In Gbarzon, Tchien and Konobo districts, more than 2,800 school materials including textbooks, 

copy books, school bags, stationary, and lesson-planning books have been distributed to children in 
six communities.  

• Ivorian students sat for an examination that will assess the effectiveness and quality of the education 
services. 

 
Maryland 
• More than 2,000 children are attending ECD and primary education services (328 children aged 2-5 

in ECD centres and 1,723 children aged 6-12 in primary schools). The total number of children 
decreased by 2,587 from the last reporting period. 

• A combination of factors have resulted in the drop of attendance, including distance from home to 
schools, holiday preparation of families with reluctance of parents to send their children to schools, 
and demotivated teachers due to unpaid incentives particularly in host communities.  

• UNICEF with partners in Maryland are closely monitoring attendance trends in every school in order 
to examine the causes and implement strategies to increase enrolment and retention. 
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• English and French literacy classes and other skills training courses are becoming increasingly 
popular among Ivorian and Liberian youth and adolescents in Maryland in Harper, Pleebo and Little 
Wlebo Camp. A new training site has been identified to meet the high demand of learners. 

• UNICEF partners trained 8 ECD caregivers and 484 Parents-Teacher Association (PTA) members 
on psychosocial care skills, trauma healing process, basic nutrition knowledge and ECD. 

River Gee 
• 7,434 children including 1,690 Ivorians in 26 Liberian schools have received learning materials from 

UNICEF. UNICEF and the Education sector partners are yet to start the full package of EIE activities 
in the county.  

 
HIV and AIDS 
River Gee 

• 258 pregnant women were tested for HIV out of which six women were found to be HIV positive.  

• From the old case load, 5 pregnant women are on CTX prophylaxis and three on ARV. 
 
Human Resources  
UNICEF Liberia has 106 staff and most are engaged in the emergency response. 39 staff work full time 
on emergency, including staff from stand-by partner organizations (DRC, NRC, Red R Australia and 
CANADEM), and UNICEF international staff from Nigeria and Guinea Country offices. 
 
Funding 
To date, UNICEF has received US$ 18,005,777 out of its US$ 29 million requirement as per the EHAP.  
 
Emergency funding by source 
Donor Fund in US$ 

European Commission/ECHO           4,589,237  
Spain              704,225  
Ireland              694,975  
Sweden 800,250 
Switzerland 348,027 
United Kingdom 4,501,118 
United States              800,000  
United States Fund for UNICEF              550,000  
United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF              160,514  
French Committee for UNICEF              822,438  
Spanish Committee for UNICEF              140,845  
CERF 2,044,148 
Global Thematic Humanitarian Funds  600,000 
Netherlands         1,250,000  
Total 18,005,777 

 
EHAP  
EHAP Requirements $29,998,993 

Funding Status $18,005,777 
% Funded 60% 
Funding Gap $11,993,216 
% Un Funded 40% 

*In addition, UNICEF Liberia received US$ 6,067,612 from UNICEF’s emergency response fund which 
has to be reimbursed.  
 
Inter-Agency Collaboration, Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 

• UNICEF participates in the weekly sector working groups and general coordination meetings in 
Monrovia, Nimba, Grand Gedeh and Maryland. (See coordination meetings list below). 

• UNICEF is represented at the weekly Humanitarian Action Committee briefings and the 
fortnightly operational coordination meetings in Monrovia.  

• UNICEF is leading the WASH, Nutrition, Education (co-lead with Save the Children) sectors, the 
Child Protection sub-cluster, and is participating in the Health and HIV&AIDS coordination 
mechanisms.  

 
 
 

UNICEF Liberia Office would like to 

thank all Donor Governments, 

EU/ECHO and UNICEF National 

Committees for providing the much 

needed financial support in response 

to the Ivorian refugee crisis. Your 

support has been crucial.  

UNICEF looks forward to your 

continued generous support to enable 

us to provide the urgently needed 

humanitarian assistance to children 

and families affected by the Ivorian 

refugee crisis in Liberia. 
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Coordination Meetings 
Nimba– Sanniquellie, Saclepea 

Day Time Sector Venue 
Monday 10:00 

15:00 
Bahn camp coordination   
Health – UNHCR & partners   

Bahn Camp  
UNHCR Saclepea 

Tuesday 10:00 
11:00 
11:00 
11:00 
14:00 

WASH (fortnightly)  
Education (fortnightly) 
Food  (fortnightly) 
Health and Nutrition (fortnightly) 
GBV (fortnightly)  

CHT Office, Saniquellie  
CEO Office, Saniquellie 
Ministry of Agriculture, Saclepea 
CHT Office, Saniquellie 
Ministry of Gender, Saniquellie 

Wednesday  11:00 
11:00 

Protection (fortnightly) 
CPWG (fortnightly) 

UNHCR Saclepea 
Ganta Public School 

Thursday 11:00 Inter-agency Coordination (fortnightly) Administration Building 
Friday 08:30 

08:30 
11:00 
11:00 

Shelter  
New Yorpea coordination  
Infrastructure   
Security (fortnightly) 

UNHCR Saclepea 
New Yorpea way station 
UNHCR Saclepea  
Ganta 

 
Maryland – Harper 

Monday 16:00 Little Wlebo camp (fortnightly) Little Wlebo camp 
Tuesday 14:00 

16:00 
Education (fortnightly) 
CPWG (fortnightly) 

CESLY 
WFP Conference Room 

Wednesday 10:00 
15:00 
16:00 

Food & Logistics (fortnightly) 
GBV Task Force (monthly)  
Health and Nutrition (fortnightly) 

WFP Conference Room 
MERCI 
JJ Dossen Hospital Conf Rm 

Thursday 09:00 
18:00 

WASH (fortnightly) 
Inter-agency coordination (fortnightly) 

JJ Dossen Hospital Conf Rm 
UNMIL Conference Room 

Monrovia 

Monday 10:00 
14:00 
15:15 
16:00 

Logistics & infrastructure (fortnightly) 
Child Protection (fortnightly) 
Protection (inc SGBV) (fortnightly) 
WASH (fortnightly) 

WFP  
UNICEF 
UNHCR 
MOPW 

Tuesday 09:00 
10:30 
11:00 
15:00 

Food (fortnightly) TBC 
Nutrition (fortnightly) 
Education (fortnightly) 
NFI/Shelter (fortnightly) 

WFP 
UNICEF 
MOE 
UNHCR 

Wednesday 09:00 Security (fortnightly) TBC UNHCR 
Thursday   10:30 HAC Ryan Conference Room 
Friday 09:00 

11:00 
Operational Coordination (fortnightly) 
Health (inc HIV/AIDS) (fortnightly) 

UNHCR  
MOHSW (6th floor Conf Rm) 

River Gee 
Tuesday 09:00 

09:00 
10:00 

WASH (fortnightly)  
Education (fortnightly) 
CPWG (fortnightly) 

Fish Town Health Centre  
Fishtown 
Medica Mondiale (Fishtown) 

 

Contacts 

• Isabel Crowley, Resident Representative. (English, French, Spanish, Italian) Tel: +231-6-702281 
• Fazlul Haque, Dy. Representative, fhaque@unicef.orgTel: +231-6-516010 
• Miraj Pradhan, Communication Specialist, mpradhan@unicef.org Tel: +231-6-282074  

 
Next SITREP: 2 Jan 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grand Gedeh– Zwedru 
Monday  09:30 Security (fortnightly) UN Conference Room 
Tuesday 09:00 

09:00 
WASH (weekly) 
CPWG (fortnightly) 

Hospital 
LRRRC Office 

Wednesday 
  
  

10:00  
15:00 
17:00 

Education WG (weekly) 
Protection (weekly) 
Health (weekly) 

Zwedru Library 
LRRRC 
Hospital 

Thursday 10:00 Inter-agency coordination (weekly) UN ConfRm 
Friday   10:00 SGBV (weekly) LRRRC 


