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Inter-Agency Collaboration, Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 

 

Child Protection Sub-Cluster 

• Two meetings were organized by the Child Protection Sub-Cluster, with focus on verification of the findings of 
the Ministry of Education Rapid Assessment for 90 schools in affected areas of Sana’a. Twenty one schools 
were identified for urgent response. The members of the Sub-Cluster are currently designing a strategic 
response to enable children to go back to school and to ensure their protection. The two meetings were 
attended by IOM, UNHCR, Save the Children, Yemen Red Crescent, Danish and German Red Cross, 
Shawthab Foundation, CPI, Mercy Corps, Arab Human Rights Foundation, the Higher Council for Motherhood 
and Childhood, and the Ministry of Education. 

• The Sub-Cluster meetings also highlighted the situation of children in the current conflict in Taiz, and the 
planned education and child protection rapid assessment. The assessment has already begun, following the 
development of the tools and the identification of field supervisors and a data analyst. The challenges facing 
national and international organizations working in the northern governorate of Sa’ada were also discussed, so 
as to feature in preparations for the meeting with the de facto authority.  

• Members of the Child Protection Sub-Cluster continued to be active, engaging in extensive advocacy to end 
the use and recruitment of children. The NGO Seyaj conducted a meeting with the Minister of Human Rights 
and with the tribal leader, Sheikh Sadik Al-Ahmar, who expressed their support for the work towards ending 
the use and recruitment of children. Similarly, Democratic School and Save the Children together launched a 
campaign with the slogan "No to Recruitment of Children". The Campaign aims to raise awareness among 
families and communities about the protection of children during armed conflicts. 

• UNICEF provided training in child protection and the prevention of violence for 50 social workers and first aid 
volunteers working for the Yemen Red Crescent. The training took place in 12 schools in Sana’a, Aden and 
Taiz. 

 

WASH cluster 

• Team leaders and co-team leaders were trained for WASH needs assessment in the six southern 
governorates (Aden, Lahj, Abyan, Taiz, Ibb and Al-Dhale). The assessment is scheduled to be completed in 
December, and its findings are expected to be reported in the second week of January. All WASH cluster 
partners, including government organizations such as the General Authority for Rural Water Projects and local 
water corporations, are participating in this assessment.  

• A follow-up WASH assessment for the areas of Hajjah Governorate, where a nutrition survey has been carried 
out, will be conducted in December and January. Secondary data review is conducted by all WASH cluster 
partners in Haradh. 

• WASH cluster partners decided to develop/review the current training modules and to standardise them for the 
use by all cluster partners. 15-20 lead trainers will be trained in the first quarter of 2012. Three subjects given 
priority are:  

o Hygiene promotion tool development/review (UNICEF-led) 
o Community mobilization tool development (to be developed/reviewed by CARE) 
o Needs assessment, to be led by all partners under the cluster leadership 

 

 

Highlights 

• Two boys were killed on 14 December by a UXO reported to be a remnant of the 6th cycle of conflict 
between government forces and the Houthis. 

• Abyan displaced people inflicted massive damage on the infrastructure of schools used as shelters for 
several months, including sewage and latrine facilities as well as furniture. A recent UNICEF assessment 
concluded that a total of $2 million would be required for rehabilitation.  

• 58,338 severely acute malnourished children were treated in 374 Community Management of Acute 
Malnutrition facilities in the past 11 months (January - November 2011). 

• 21 schools in Sana’a were identified for urgent response to allow children to get back to school.  
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UNICEF Response 

 

Education 

• UNICEF announced the results of an assessment of the damage inflicted on the infrastructure of schools by 
displaced people in the south. Damage includes sewage and latrine facilities as well furniture. A total of $2 
million would be required to rehabilitate these schools to ensure their functionality and child friendliness once 
they are vacated. Limited access to Abyan and parts of Lahj governorates, further compounded by recent 
kidnappings of humanitarian staff, has hampered further needs assessments and smooth monitoring.  

• 74 per cent of about 124,392 children, whose schools are being used by displaced families in the south, are 
now provided with basic education through UNICEF-supported alternative modes. UNICEF is working with 
education authorities and community groups to establish additional temporary learning spaces in the form of 
tents to accommodate the remaining 32,342 children. 

 

Nutrition 

• Nutrition components (anthropometric measurements along vitamin A supplementation and awareness on 
Infant and Young Child feeding practices) have been integrated into the WFP-supported national 
Comprehensive Food Security Survey (CFSS) currently underway. UNICEF offered technical support on 
monitoring of the quality of anthropometrical data related to the Survey to field staff. Field work is ongoing. 

• The Hudaydah nutrition survey report has been completed. The survey measured a global acute malnutrition 
rate of 31.7 per cent, which is far above the emergency threshold of 15 percent. Recommendations are being 
finalised together with a response action plan. 

• A field visit was facilitated for the ECHO team to obtain in-depth knowledge of the UNICEF-supported nutrition 
interventions in Haradh, Mustaba, and Bakeel Al-Meer, as part of the Haradh response plan to tackle 
malnutrition.  

• A total of 58,338 severely acute malnourished children were treated in 374 Community Management of Acute 
Malnutrition facilities in the past 11 months (January - November 2011). 
  

Health 

• Two training courses in Integrated Management of Childhood Illness for health workers have been concluded, 
training 40 health workers in Sa’ada. Preparations are being made for the training of another 80 health workers 
in four courses in January 2012. 

 
WASH 

• Assessment for water storage capacity at the household level in Sa’ada city and surrounding areas resulted in 
the registration of 147 families to receive water supplies through trucking as soon as possible.  

• A daily water supply of an average of 15-20 liter per person is being provided to 12,729 displaced persons 
(2,132 families) in 12 Amran settlements, while monthly consumable kits were distributed for 179 displaced 
families in Amran city settlement. 

• 726 displaced families from Arhab have received water filters to improve drinking water quality. 
• A routine monitoring of WASH activities was conducted in 30 Aden schools housing 1,291 displaced families 

(at least 2,182 of them children). About 65 percent of the 320 latrines checked were found clean. Moreover, 90 
percent of jerry cans used for drinking water were found clean. 

• 60 mud latrines in camp 3 have been constructed, bringing the total mud latrines completed numbers to 349 in 
camp3 in Haradh. Another traditional 130 latrines in camp 1 have been rehabilitated. 

• 1460 displaced family in camp 1 and 697 families in camp 3 in Haradh have received Basic Hygiene kits. 
 
 

Child Protection 

• UNICEF has continued to monitor and report on the six grave child rights violation during this reporting period. 
Despite the signing of the GCC Agreement on 23 November, children continued to be victims of extreme 
violence in Taiz and Sa’ada. In Taiz, the situation remained tense during the first week of the reporting period; 
three children, including a three-month old girl, were killed and four children were injured during armed clashes 
between government and opposition forces. The large Al-Thawra Hospital was attacked on 3

rd
 of December. 

• In Daher District of Sa’ada Governorate, two boys were killed on 14 December by a UXO reported to be a 
remnant of the 6

th
 cycle of conflict between government forces and the Houthis. UNICEF responded by 
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planning to expand Mine Risk Education (MRE) in Daher District through the immediate deployment of recently 
trained master trainers of Sa’ada Governorate. 

• School attendance at Al-Yarmouk School for displaced children in Haradh dropped by 40 percent during the 
reporting period, following repeated visits by the Houthis, who painted the de facto authority’s logo in various 
places of the school premises. Classes were interrupted and fear amongst the students led to their absence in 
the following days. 

• A total of 18,890 children (10,755 Male, 8,135 Female) were provided with psychosocial support through 
recreational, sports and education activities in partnership with the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour in 
Hajja, Sa’ada and Amran, as well as with the Al-Ferdoos Association in Aden. This took place in 24 child-
friendly spaces (CFS) based in schools and in one community/home based CFS in host communities with 
focus on the most vulnerable children. 

• 2132 children (1,580 Male, 552 female) and 999 community people (594 Male, 405 Female) received training 
on child protection in emergencies. While 1801 children (1402 male, 399 female) and 1973 community people 
(1074 male, 899 female) received training on mine risk education.    

• 36 violations (25 boys and 11 girls) involving child labour and child marriage were identified during the 
reporting period. More than 66 per cent of these children received psychosocial support and their families were 
counselled. 

• A follow-up and monitoring meeting was held with the 47 community volunteers previously trained in Mine Risk 
Education in 13 districts, where participants shared their achieved results and lessons learnt. They reached 
more than 7,500 students, teachers, farmers, and Bedouins.  An additional six new community volunteers 
received MRE knowledge and skills which they will disseminate in Dhaher and Munabbah districts of Saada.  

 
 

Spokespersons 

 

Topic Spokesperson Languages Contact Details 

Child health 

Malnutrition 

Agostino Munyiri 

Chief of YCSD  

English, Swahili +967 712223469 

amunyiri@unicef.org   

Education Mohamed Ali Bile, Chief of 

Basic Education and Gender Equity 

English, Arabic +967 7111 87 998 

salshehri@unicef.org  

WASH Ghassan Madieh 

Water, Sanitation, Hygiene Specialist 

Arabic, English +967 712223353 

+967 737523015 

gmadieh@unicef.org  

Child Protection Ghada Kachachi 

Chief of Child Protection 

Arabic, English +962 79 7650146 

gkachachi@unicef.org  

Head of mission Geert Cappelaere  English, French, Dutch, 

Italian 

+967 71110 6127 

+967 737523001 

gcappelaere@unicef.org   

Communications Mohammed Al-Asaadi 

Communication Officer 

Arabic, English +967 711-760-002 

malasaadi@unicef.org  

 

For further information, contact 
Jeremy Hopkins, deputy representative, +967-737-523-056 
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