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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Maiden repatriation convoy of 546 Ivorian refugees from Liberia facilitated by the UN High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) on 8 December. 

 Three people killed and three others wounded by an explosion during the electoral campaign meet of 
a Democratic Party of Cote D’Ivoire (PDCI) candidate in Grand Lahou, on 7 December. 

 A 1
st
 tripartite agreement on voluntary repatriation of Ivorian refugees in Guinea signed on  

1 December in Conakry between the Governments of Guinea, Côte d'Ivoire and the UNHCR. 

 
I. General Context  

 
As the legislative elections of 11 December approaches, the security situation remains calm throughout the 
country, except for the recent incident in Grand Lahou, about a hundred kilometers west of Abidjan, where 
an explosion from a propelled rocket killed three people and wounded three others during a political 
campaign of a  Democratic Party of Cote D’Ivoire (PDCI) candidate.. Investigations are reported to be on-going. 
However, as part of the legislative elections, important security measures have been taken by the authorities 
in Abidjan, particularly through the mobilization of several tens of thousands law enforcement agents, the 
gendarmerie, army and United Nations Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) Peacekeepers to guarantee 
security during the elections.  
 
As part of the tripartite agreement setting the conditions for the voluntary repatriation of Ivorian refugees from 
Liberia, signed on 11 August, a maiden convoy of 546 Ivorian refugees, i.e. 219 families from Nimba County 
and Grand Gedeh was facilitated by UNHCR on 8 December. Final destinations of the returnees include the 
Departments of Bloléquin, Danané, Guiglo and Toulépleu. While facilitated repatriations started since 21 
October, this is the first time that UNHCR is organizing such a large convoy due to increased requests by 
refugees to return home and participate in the legislative elections of 11 December. 
 
It would be recalled that on 1 December, a new tripartite agreement was signed in Conakry between Guinea, 
Côte d'Ivoire and UNHCR during a brief visit of President Alassane Ouattara to Guinea. 
 

II. Humanitarian Situation 

 
Protection  

The profiling of displaced people in host families requested by the Protection Cluster will be completed this 
week. Provisional data collected in the southern region are as follows: 3,090 heads of household comprising 
15,403 people. The data from the western and Bas Sassandra regions are being processed.  
 
Monitoring activities have revealed that populations are facing protection issues. In Abidjan and surrounding 
towns, armed robbery is common occurrence in the districts of Yopougon, as well as acts of violence against 
the population by Forces Républicaines de Côte d'Ivoire (FRCI) elements in the district of Yopougon.  
 
As part of the Cluster's humanitarian response activities for the 2012, a meeting was held on 6 December 
between Protection, Food Security, and Early Recovery Clusters on income-generating activities (IGAs). It 
would be recalled that the post-electoral crisis has further weakened hundreds of thousands of households 
which have lost their means of livelihood. Following various monitoring reports on the survival strategies 
developed by certain households, these clusters are working on a better response, but also on approaches 
that should be adopted to assist these populations through Government agencies. Needs assessments are 
being conducted in collaboration with town councils and social centres. Moreover, a survey will be carried out 
by FAO and WFP to generate results that will inform the implementation of  various projects in favour of the 
populations in 2012. 
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Camp Coordination and Camp Management  

On 5 December, 15,836 internally displaced people (IDPs) were living in 33 sites in 5 regions 
(Lagunes/Abidjan, Moyen-Cavally, Haut-Sassandra, Sud-Comoé, and Montagnes) of Côte d'Ivoire. 
Compared to 30 November when the population was 16,064 people, there has been a slight reduction by 
228 people. The reduction is partly due to the voluntary departures of IDPs from the Catholic Church and 
UESSO site in Duékoué, in the Western part of the country, but also the closure of two sites in Aboisso, 
Southern Comoé region. In collaboration with the various partners, the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) had facilitated the repatriation of five convoys of IDPs from the Catholic Church and UESSO 
site in Duékoué who voluntarily requested to return to their places of origin between 16 November and 2 
December. On the whole, the repatriation of five convoys of 1,300 people, i.e. 344 families had been 
facilitated. 
 

 
As regards threats of eviction, 13 sites are currently under threats of eviction, including nine (9) sites in the 
Lagunes region, one in Aboisso, Southern Comoé region and three in the Moyen Cavally region. The threats 
of eviction concern a total of 6,040 IDPs. 
 
Shelters/Non-Food Items 

As part of the Central Emergency Relief Fund project known as CERF 2 which involves the rehabilitation and 
construction of 335 shelters by SOLIDARITES, 165 households have been targeted in three towns (Blody, 
Toa Zéo and Nanandi). On the whole, 1,775 most vulnerable people will benefit from the 335 shelters. 
Construction has begun and the first batch of houses will be completed soon. In Niambly, 125 houses are 
currently being rehabilitated. The issue of protection remains a top priority in the  
 
Nutrition  

Action Contre la Faim (ACF) notes that there have been fluctuations in the number of admissions for acute 
malnutrition in care and treatment facilities. There has been an outbreak of Kwashiorkor cases at the 
therapeutic nutrition unit (TNU) of the Regional Hospital of Man.  
 
In the health districts of Toulépleu, Zouan Hounien and Danané, ACF continues to integrate nutritional care 
and treatment into the routine activities of health centers, with support to district executive teams and the 
establishment of supervision tools. 
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Helen Keller International is currently conducting a nutritional survey in the Zanzan region to assess the 
nutritional status of children aged between 6 – 59 months in the region after 6 months of intervention. Data 
collection was completed on 8 December and the preliminary results of the investigation, including the 
prevalence of acute malnutrition in the surveyed area, will be made available next week.  
 

WHO organized a regional workshop on nutritional surveillance in Bassam from 5 to 7 December. The 
workshop drew participants from many French-speaking West African countries. It was intended to present 
the actual status of nutritional surveillance systems in the region, to discuss the key elements that should be 
part of the nutritional surveillance system and to define a minimum number of indicators for West Africa. At 
the end of the workshop a nutritional surveillance system reinforcement plan was developed for Côte 
d'Ivoire. The partners of the nutrition cluster were requested to support the government in the implementation 
of the plan. 
 

Food Security 
The Cluster continues to support the food security status of populations made vulnerable and affected by the 
crisis. In November, WFP assisted 226,966 beneficiaries with over 2,000 tons of food according to the first 
estimates, through general distribution, nutrition and cash transfer activities. Its partner, Première Urgence 
also continues with its cash transfer activities in informal settlements of Abidjan where 5,750 households (i.e. 
nearly 30,000 people) have benefitted from Cash for Work (5,050 beneficiaries) or unconditional cash (700 
handicapped or HIV-infected beneficiaries) activities with a value of up to 30,000 CFA Francs (US$ 62) per 
family.  
 

The Cluster has also leveraged an advocacy effort to draw donors' attention to the need for urgent 
mobilization of funds to ensure the continuity of food aid and planning of agricultural programmes in the 
Western Côte d'Ivoire. This initiative stems out the fact that WFP food stocks will not be sufficient to meet the 
food needs of vulnerable populations as from December 2011. The advocacy effort was triggered by the 
Cluster to prevent interruptions of the food and agricultural inputs as well as mitigate the consequences of 
such interruptions 
 
Lastly, the Cluster organized a training session on the use of the 6

th
 cycle of the Dynamic Atlas on Tuesday, 

6 December at FAO office in Abidjan. Dynamic Atlas is a tool (a database) that contains a compilation and 
mapping of quantitative and qualitative data. The 6

th
 cycle of the Dynamic Atlas was produced by FAO and 

shared with many national and international organizations. Similar training sessions will also be organized in 
the Western Côte d'Ivoire for the benefit of actors operating in the region. 
 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

As part of the Central Emergency Relief Fund project known as CERF 2, UNICEF partners (the Danish 
Council for Refugees, SOLIDARITES, CARITAS and Association de Soutien à l'Autopromotion Urbaine) 
have completed the troubleshooting of 200 manual pumps. The objective of the project is to rehabilitate 40 
pumps and distribute 1,600 hygiene kits. Only 35 percent of pumps along the road from Duékoué to Kouibly 
and 15 percent from Duékoué to Guiglo are functional. The project targets the area of Niambly. 
 

III. Coordination 

 
On 7 December, the meeting of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) was held at OCHA office in Abidjan. 
Retained action points of include the following: 

 Improve information sharing and analysis between the Côte d'Ivoire Humanitarian Country Team and 
that of Liberia; reinforce coordination including the organization of joint missions and the 
harmonization of public communication 

 Prepare a report on the return of internally displaced people living in sites to be shared with the 
Government and local authorities; 

 Finalize and the contingency plan with humanitarian actors. 
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For further information, please contact: 
Mr. Max Hadorn, Head of Office OCHA-Côte d'Ivoire, hadorn@un.org, tel. +225 46 01 91 10 

Mr. Carlos Geha, Deputy Head of Office OCHA-Côte d'Ivoire, gehac@un.org, tel. +225 46 01 91 11 
Mr. Ansoumane Kourouma, HAO-Reporting Officer, kouroumaa@un.org, tel. +225 46 01 91 30 

 
For further information on the humanitarian response in Côte d’Ivoire, see: 

http://ivorycoast.humanitarianresponse.info 
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