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Objective 

 

 

This update provides information on the protection environment in Somalia, including apparent 

violations of international Human Rights and Humanitarian Law as reported during the last two weeks 

through the IASC Somalia Protection Cluster monitoring systems. Incidents mentioned in this report are 

not exhaustive. They are intended to highlight credible reports in order to inform and prompt 

programming and advocacy initiatives by the humanitarian community and national authorities. 

 

General Overview 

 
Following the Al Shabaab retreat from Mogadishu in August and four successive months of drought, 
mainly in southern regions of Somalia, heavy rain fall in October has initiated a slow recovery from the 
drought and famine crisis. Last week, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) reduced the number of famine zones in Somalia from six to three and stated that the 
number of people at risk of starvation has dropped from 750,000 to 250,000.1   
 

In light of both the Al Shabaab retreat and the gradual recovery, PMT data shows that between August 
and November more than 30,000 IDPs returned to Mogadishu. Over 22,800 people from other southern 
regions returned mainly to Lower Shabelle, Bay and Gedo regions, although some of these returns were 
reportedly forced. The number of Somali refugees returning from Ethiopia remained the same as the first 
two weeks of November with approximately 100 people returning to Somalia during the past two weeks. 
No refugees were recorded returning from Kenya.    
 
Despite the positive developments with regards to drought recovery, on 28 November the Al Shabaab 
administration revoked the permission of 6 UN agencies, 9 international NGOs and 1 local NGO to 
operate in the areas under its control2, gravely undermining life-saving activities and humanitarian 
operations in these areas. In its statement, Al Shabaab accused the aid agencies of fostering secularism, 
immorality and misleading young Muslim Somali children, among other accusations. Furthermore, 
reports suggest that, Al Shabaab militiamen were confirmed to have entered the offices of international 
NGOs and UN agencies across southern Somalia, including in Baardheere, Baidoa, Belet Wayne, 
Bu'ale, Bulo Burto, Ceel Buur, Diinsoor, Kismaayo, Marka and Wajid districts. The militiamen 
reportedly ordered all staff to vacate the offices, confiscating computers, phones and other office 
equipment. In light of this recent development, one possible scenario is that many IDPs would be 
reluctant to return to their places of origin in Al Shabaab controlled areas, due lack of physical security, 
access to livelihoods and assistance, and fear of human rights violations.3 This may therefore reinforce 

                                                           
1 OCHA Somalia, Press release: statement on Somalia, 28 November, available at  
http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.un.org/somalia  
Digitaljournal, Famine conditions ease in Somalia, militant fighting on rise, 19 November, available at  
http://digitaljournal.com/article/314715#ixzz1fJJJhcPi 
2 The guardian, Al-Shabaab bans aid agencies in Somalia and raids offices, 28 November, available at 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/nov/28/al-shabaab-bans-aid-agencies-somalia 
3 Aljazeera ,Somali farmers fear returning home, 16 November, available at, 
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2011/11/20111116143957187743.html  
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the policy of forced returns by Al Shabaab contrary to the concerns of IDPs and increase the movement 
of populations to non-Al Shabaab controlled areas to receive aid and assistance.  
 
While military tension continued to build up during the reporting period in Middle and Lower Juba, Al 
Shabaab reportedly instructed the majority of IDPs in Baardheere district of Gedo region to return to 
their places of origin in Baardheere district of Gedo region, Middle Juba and Bay regions. The exact 
figures of forced IDP returnees from Baardheere district are still unknown.4  
 
While child protection remains a major concern in Somalia, the UN Special representative of the 
Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict visited Mogadishu last week and received a 
commitment by Transitional Federal Government (TFG) leaders to halt the recruitment of child soldiers 
into its forces.  Nevertheless, the recruitment of child soldiers into armed forces by other state and non-
state actors remains a major problem, while the outcome of the commitment remains to be seen.5 
 
Increased military presence in Belet Wayne district of Hiraan Region resulted in security related 
displacement trends within all the three districts of the Hiraan region. PMT data shows that over 300 
people were displaced mainly within Belet Wayne, but also to Jalalaqsi and Bulo Burto districts.6 
Despite the increased military activity, the main reasons for people not moving outside Hiraan region are 
poverty and lack of livelihoods. IDPs generally move to nearby villages where their relatives can host 
them. Following the banning of 16 UN agencies and INGOs by Al Shabaab, militiamen entered a 
number of offices and ordered all the staffs to vacate from the offices, confiscating mobile phones and 
office equipment.  
 

MOGADISHU (BANADIR) 

 

While armed clashes between AMISOM supported by TFG forces and Al Shabaab continue in Dayniile 

and Huriwa districts, a number of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) were detonated, killing at least 

10 people in the capital.
7
 Conflict and subsequent exchanges of fire between forces within the TFG 

resulted in a number of civilian casualties.  

 

• Two children were killed and at least five others seriously injured when an IED 

went off in Wardhigleey district of Mogadishu.8 (29 November) 

 

• Two civilians were killed when an IED exploded nearby the Somali government 

military base at an intersection between Wadajir and Hodan districts.9 (29 

November)      

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Associated Press, Many Somali famine victims afraid to return home, 22 November, available at 
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AF_SOMALIA_FAMINE?SITE=KVUE&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFA
ULT   
4 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 29 November 2011 
5 United Nations News Centre, Somalia’s leaders commit to UN process to end recruitment of child soldiers, 23 November, 
available at, http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40504&Cr=somalia&Cr1=  
6 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 20-24 November 2011 
7 Voice of America, Violence in Southern Somalia Kills 11, 22 November, available at,  
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/Fighter-Jet-Strikes-Rebel-Held-Somali-Village-134323553.html   
8 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 1 December 2011 
9 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 1 December 2011 
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• Two children were severely injured when an explosive device exploded inside the pediatric section 
of Banadir hospital. The National Security Agency (NSA) and the TFG police conducted a joint 
security operation the following day and arrested eight people suspected of involvement in the 
incident. 10 (27 November) 

 

• A civilian was shot in the head and at least two others were injured when two TFG soldiers 
exchanged fire in Tabakayo Madow area of Dharkenley district of Mogadishu. The exchange of 
fire was apparently due to a dispute over control of a check point in the area. The perpetrators 
fled.11 Since July this year, PMN and other sources have reported 11 similar cases of civilians 
getting caught in cross fire between TFG forces. (24 November) 

• An eight year old boy was shot and killed in Afisyooni area of Waaberi district allegedly by a TFG 
soldier, after the child apparently refused to get cigarettes for him. The unidentified soldier escaped 
the scene.12 Since July 2011 PMN and other sources have reported 11 similar incidents of 
intentional killings perpetrated by TFG soldiers. (24 September) 

 

• Fighting erupted between Al Shabaab militiamen and AMISOM forces after Al Shabaab 
militiamen targeted the Wadajir District Councillor while he was attending a burial ceremony in 
Halane area in Wadajir district. At least nine civilians, eight of whom were children were 
reportedly killed and 12 others injured during the cross fire. 13 (22 November) 
  

• A father of three whose wife had recently given birth to a baby boy reportedly fled to Mogadishu 
from his village in Middle Shabelle region as he was unable to pay the newly imposed “childbirth 
tax” of $100 demanded by Al Shabaab administration.  Al Shabaab recently introduced a tax on 
childbirth in Middle Shabelle region, forcing couples to pay $100 for boys, and $50 for girls.14 (22 
November) 

 

• A boy was killed and two other teenagers were wounded during a food distribution near the 
Harunta Degmada area of Karan district, when what appeared to be an argument between District 
Commissioner and TFG police forces led to an exchange of fire between the police and militias 
loyal to the District Commissioner. The food was reportedly subsequently looted by everyone at 
the site. A similar incident resulting in killing of civilians happened during a food distribution near 
Karaan market on 11 November.15 (20 November)  

 

• A female khat seller was shot and killed by man wearing a TFG uniform in Dharkenley district of 
Benadir region after she got into an argument with the soldier. The perpetrator fled.16 (19 
November)  

 
 
 

                                                           
10 Report recorded by organization conducting security analysis in Somalia. Source name withheld 
11 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 28 November 2011 
12 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 26 November 2011 
13 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 25 November 2011 
14

 Somaliareport, Al-Shabaab Desperate for Cash, 22 November, available at  

http://www.somaliareport.com/index.php/post/2098/Al-Shabaab_Desperate_for_Cash  
15 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 21 November 2011 
16 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 21 November 2011 
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NORTH-WEST (AWDAL, WOQOOYI GALBEED & TOGDHEER) 

 

Lack of latrines in Mohamed Mooge IDP camp in Hargeisa, Wooqooyi Galbeed region, is resulting in 

poor hygiene and increasing risks related to sexual violence, particularly for women and girls. Reports 

suggest that the lack of latrines in the newly established IDP camp is forcing IDPs to use open fields, 

particularly affecting women and girls and exposing them to sexual violence. As per previous weeks, 

numerous incidents of GBV and child rights violations were reported in North-western regions of 

Somaliland. The PMN has recorded a total number of 123 cases of domestic violence, including 43cases 

of child abandonment in Somaliland since January 2011. 

 

 

• A 14 year old girl was reportedly abducted and gang raped by three men in 
Borama district of Awdal region close to her home. The perpetrators were 
arrested by the police after the girl’s mother reported the case. The men were 
sentenced to 40 days’ imprisonment each. The girl was referred to a medical 
clinic.17 (29 November)  

 

• An IDP boy reportedly scarred the face of a 10 year old IDP girl with a broken mirror in Boon area 

of Borama district, Awdal region.  The boy was given a prison sentence by a local court, after the 

relatives and the parents of the children were unable to reach an agreement on how to address the 

injury inflicted on the girl.18 (29 November) 

 

• An abandoned baby was found in Aqibo IDP camp, in Burco district of Togdheer region by two 

women who took the child to the police station. The police referred the child to Burao Maternity 

Hospital where the boy unfortunately died while being attended to. The police are investigating the 

case. 19(28 November) 

 

• A 10 year old boy who was herding animals in Ruqi village, Baki district of Awdal region was 

reportedly raped. The victim’s mother referred the child to Borama Hospital. The case was also 

reported to the police who have arrested and detained the perpetrator.20 (27 November)  

 

•  A pregnant IDP mother five living in Aden Suliman IDP settlement, Burco district of Togdheer 

region, was severely beaten by her husband when the couple got into an argument after she demanded 

that the husband stop using khat. The woman apparently reported the case to the police, but was sent 

away and told to solve the matter with her relatives. 21 (22 November)  

 

• The body of an abandoned child was found in a trash dump in Gacan Libaax area of Hargeisa, 

Woqooyi Galbeed region. The police are investigating the incident. 22 (20 November)  

 

                                                           
17 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 30 November 2011 
18 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 30 November 2011 
19 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 29 November 2011 
20 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 29 November 2011 
21 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 22 November 2011 
22 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 23 November 2011 
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• A 17 year old girl was reportedly raped by five unknown men when she was returning from the 

market in Borama, Awdal region. The girl was referred to a local clinic for medical examination and 

the case was reported to the police and the elders. The police are still searching for the perpetrator. 23 

(20 November) 

 

• An abandoned child was found in Sheikh Osman area of Borama district of Awdal region and 

brought to the local police station. The police are searching for the child’s mother.24 Since 

January 2011, 43 cases of child abandonment have been reported in Somaliland. (19 November ) 

 

• An unmarried 17 year old girl, who had become pregnant, was beaten by her mother in Borama 

district of Awdal region. Following the beating the girl set herself on fire and died shortly after. 
25 (19 November)  

SOOL & SANAG 

 
Following increased clan tensions in Sanag region and the subsequent breakdown in reconciliation 

talks between the Muse Ismail and Dhulbahante sub-clans on 6 November, another reconciliation 

ceremony was initiated during the reporting period. A report suggests that around 100 elders were 

appointed to mediate and resolve the dispute between the two clans.
26

The results of the mediation are 

yet to be publicized.  

 

• A 33 year old mother of four living in Malable village, Ceerigaabo district, Sanag 

region, was physically assaulted and severely injured by her husband with an 

axe. The perpetrator was arrested and the case is currently pending in the court, 

while the family elders are trying to solve the dispute in accordance with 

customary dispute resolution mechanisms.27 (29 November) 

 

• A Somaliland police officer accidentally shot and killed a bystander in Yagoori Village of Las 

Canood district, while he was apparently trying to arrest another man who was attempting to 

escape. The killer and the victim belong to two different clans in the area. There are fears that the 

incident may heighten clan tensions in the area.28 (29 November) 

 

• A 21 year old woman was raped by two masked men near Dararweyne area of Ceel Afweyn 

district of Sanag region as she was attending to her livestock. The parents reported the case to the 

police and the clan elders. The police are currently searching for the perpetrators. (28 November)  

 

                                                           
23 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 20 November 2011 
24 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 20 November 2011 
25 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 20 November 2011 
26 Report recorded by organization conducting security analysis in Somalia. Source name withheld 
27 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 30 November 2011 
28 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 30 November 2011 
Report recorded by organization conducting security analysis in Somalia. Source name withheld 
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• An elderly man was apparently murdered by his 30 year old son in Laas Canood district of Sool 

region while he was sleeping. The reason behind the killing is unknown. The police are currently 

investigating the case.29 (21 November)  

NORTH-EAST (MUDUG, NUGAAL & BARI) 

 

Clan tensions in Puntland remain high. Similar to previous weeks a number of cases related to Sexual 

and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) were reported in all regions of Puntland, indicating that impunity 

particularly in SGBV cases is a major concern. Following last week’s positive steps made by President 

Mohamoud Farole to support and  issue a draft decree to the parliament to prohibit all forms of FGM in 

Puntland, was unfortunately opposed and rejected after it was presented to the Parliament in the past 

week by the majority of the members of the parliament. 

 

• An unidentified man attempted to rape a 16 year old girl living in Siliga IDP camp 

in Garowe, Nugaal. The perpetrator escaped. 30 (26 November)  

 

• A 21 year old IDP woman was beaten by her husband during an argument in 

Ajuraan IDP camp in Bossasso town, Bari region. 31 No action was taken against 

the perpetrator.(23 November)   

 

• A civilian was killed when the commander of a small civilian police unit and his son were 

attacked with a hand grenade in Israac village in North Gaalkacyo, Mudug region. The 

commander was wounded during the assault. The perpetrators are unidentified.32 (23 November) 

 

• Clan tensions between Dir and Marehan clans increased over the control of a water point in 

Cabudwaaq district, along the Ethiopia-Somalia border in Galgaduud region. Militiamen from 

the two sides have been deployed to the area and local elders are attempting to solve the 

dispute.33 (19 November)  

LOWER & MIDDLE SHABELLE (SHABELLE HOOSE & DHEXE) 

 
In addition to banning and ordering UN agencies and NGOs to vacate their offices, during the past two 

weeks, the Al Shabaab administration in Lower Shabelle region has imposed new taxes in an apparent 

attempt to boost its revenues. Laborers, males over 15 years and parents of newborn children have been 

required to pay taxes,,
34

 leaving many unemployed youth and poor families in despair. Ongoing fighting 

between Al Shabaab and AMISOM in Dayniile district has resulted in conflict-related displacements 

mainly from Afgooye, Lower Shabelle region mainly to Hodan district of Mogadishu during the past two 

                                                           
29 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 22 November 2011 
30 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 26 November 2011 
31 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 24 November 2011 
32 Report recorded by organization conducting security analysis in Somalia. Source name withheld 
33 ibid 
34

 Somaliareport, Al-Shabaab Desperate for Cash, 22 November, available at  

http://www.somaliareport.com/index.php/post/2098/Al-Shabaab_Desperate_for_Cash  
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weeks. PMT data suggests that over 6,700 people have been displaced from Afgooye, mainly to Hodan, 

Bondhere and Hawl Wadaag districts, due to insecurity since the fighting broke out in mid- October.  

 

• According to a report, Al Shabaab militants in Merka town, Lower Shabelle 
region abducted two boys aged 14 and 16 years from Merka coast while they 
were playing. The relatives of the boys were later informed that they had been 
forcefully recruited into Al Shabaab forces.35 (26 November)  

 

• A humanitarian worker was reportedly arrested by Al Shabaab in Aw Baale area 
of Merka town, Lower Shabelle region during a food distribution exercise for former residents of 
Ala Yasir IDP camp who had been forcefully returned by Al Shabaab in October. The victim 
was detained for 24 hours and subsequently released reportedly following lobbying and criticism 
by the local NGOs of authorities for mistreatment of humanitarian workers,36 (23 November)  
 

• The Al Shabaab administration in Afgooye, Lower Shabelle region demanded via loudspeakers 
that farmers, laborers, store employees, as well as boys over the age of 15 pay a monthly tax of 
between $10 and $20. New parents were ordered to pay 'childbirth' fees. Residents were further 
warned that they would be punished if they failed to register with the authorities within 20 days. 
37 (22 November)   

BAY, BAKOOL & GEDO & GEDO 

 

Violations of human rights law committed by Al Shabaab  including summary and extrajudicial 

executions, cruel and inhuman treatment such as public floggings, arbitrary and illegal arrests were 

reported on an almost daily basis in the Al Shabaab strongholds in Bay, Bakool and Gedo regions over 

the past two weeks. Some of the offices of the humanitarian agencies operating in these areas were 

closed and staff was told to vacate. 
 

• A disabled man was arrested by TFG in Ceel Barde district of Bakool region and 
accused of spying for Al Shabaab. The accused is currently being detained in Ceel 
Barde. 38 (27 November)  

 

• Three women and eight men who had been accused of violating the Islamic Sharia 

Law for performing a traditional dance were sentenced to 25 lashes for the women 

and 39 lashes for the men by an Al Shabaab court in Baydhaba district of Bay region.39 (25 

November)  

 

• A man working as a mechanic was severely beaten and later arrested by Al Shabaab militiamen in 
Xudur district of Bakool region after he refused to buy spare parts and repair the militiamen’s 
vehicle for free. The man was sentenced to two days in prison.40 (25 November)  

                                                           
35 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 27 November 2011 
36 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 26 November 2011 
37

 Somaliareport, Al-Shabaab Desperate for Cash, 22 November, available at  

http://www.somaliareport.com/index.php/post/2098/Al-Shabaab_Desperate_for_Cash  
38 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 28 November 2011 
39 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 28 November 2011 
40 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 1 December 2011 
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• A 34 year old woman was arrested and later fined by Al Shabaab militias for delaying the closure 
of her vegetable store during the noon prayer time in Horseed area of Baydhaba district, Bay 
region. The woman was detained for two days when she refused to pay the fine. 41 (21 November)  

 

• A 24 year old pregnant woman was raped while she was collecting firewood in Baydhaba district 
of Bay region. The woman was found the next day by shepherds and referred to a hospital for 
medical examination and assistance .42 (20 November)  

 

• A 21 year old woman who had been accused of fornication was sentenced by an Al Shabaab court 
in Tayeeglow district of Bakool region to public flogging. The woman was also expelled from 
the town.43 (20 November)  

 

• Three children between 13 and 16 years old were arrested and sentenced to two days’ detention by 
the Al Shabaab administration in Baydhaba district of Bay, when they were spotted watching 
“Bollywood” movies on their mobile phones. The children’s mobile phones were confiscated.44 
(19 November)  

 

LOWER & MIDDLE JUBA (JUBA HOOSE & DHEXE) 

 
During the past week, the two largest IDP camps in Baardheere district of Middle Juba, Hurena and 

Madina were reportedly closed down and later destroyed by Al Shabaab administration.  Most of the 

IDPs were forced to return to their villages of origin, while those who had been living in town were told 

to move out of the camp to permanent shelters and mix with the host community. The exact figures and 

places of return are as yet unknown.  

  

• At least two civilians were reportedly killed when an unidentified warplane bombed 
the Al Shabaab-controlled village of Yaqle located between El Wak and Dhamase 
near the Kenya-Somalia border in Gedo region.45 (22 November) 

 

                                                           
41 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 25 November 2011 
42 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 25 November 2011 
43 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 21 November 2011 
44 Report by IASC protection cluster partner received on, 1 December 2011 
45

 Voice of America, Violence in Southern Somalia Kills 11, 22 November, available at,  

http://www.voanews.com/english/news/Fighter-Jet-Strikes-Rebel-Held-Somali-Village-134323553.html   
AFP News, Air strikes kill three in southern Somalia: witnesses, 22 November, available at 
http://news.yahoo.com/fighter-jet-strikes-kill-three-south-somalia-140616698.html 
 

 


