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TRENDS IN STAPLE FOOD PRICES 
IN SELECTED VULNERABLE STATES IN SUDAN 

- Issue No 6 - June 2011 - 

 

 
This bulletin provides information on price changes for the most commonly consumed staples and 
their potential impacts on the cost of the food basket and is a compliment to the Monthly Market 
Update produced by FAO/SIFSIA/Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and Ministry of Animal 
Resources and Fisheries.  
 
Staples contribute 40-80 percent of energy intake for the most vulnerable population groups in 
developing countries. Therefore, even a small increase in staple food prices has a high impact on 
overall food consumption, especially when the food basket is composed of very few food items. 
 
The bulletin covers eight states in Sudan, namely Blue Nile, North Darfur, South Darfur, South 
Kordofan, West Darfur, White Nile, Central Equatoria and Upper Nile, over the period April to June 
2011. 
 
 

Highlights: 
 

 In all northern states but South Kordofan, stable sorghum prices were reported in Q2 
compared to Q1-2011.  

 In South Kordofan, nominal and seasonally adjusted sorghum prices increased from last 
quarter by 18% and 7% respectively. 

 In North Sudan, while preparations for the 2011/ 2012 agricultural season have started in 
many rain-fed regions, most surplus regions are still enjoying the above- average harvest of 
the previous season. This may partially explain the dominance of stable sorghum prices in 
many northern states. 

 The dominance of stable sorghum prices has paved the way for the Strategic Reserve 
Corporation (SRCO) to build up a good stock of sorghum ( more than 400 000 MT). However, 
stable prices during the 2Q may discourage many farmers from growing sorghum in the new 
season (it is high time that WFP expands on innovative interventions, especially linking 
farmers to market). 

  Sorghum prices in Q2 remain high in comparison to the long term average, and ranging 
from 41% - 169%. 

 The relatively high cereal price increase in the South Kordofan state was mainly due to 
security problems; the state has witnessed heavy fighting between forces of the Northern 
Government and soldiers of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) from the southern 
semi-autonomous region; tens of thousands of civilians have been displaced.  

 In South Sudan, despite the relative drop in prices, cereal prices remain very high. 
Accordingly, the terms of trade between livestock owners and crop producers favour grain 
producers against livestock owners. 
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Table 1: Price trends for main staple food commodities (change from last quarter) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    Downward   Stable      Upward  Downward    Stable        Upward

Juba (Central Equatoria)  

Sorghum

Millet

Change from 5 year averageChange from Last Quarter

Country Staple food

Juba (Central Equatoria)

Sudan

Maize

      

  Malakal (Upper Nile)  

Damazine (Blue Nile)     

Nyala (South Darfur)       

Elgeneina (West Darfur)      

Kosti (White Nile)        

   Kadugli (South 

Kordofan)      

Sorghum food aid  Alfashir (North Darfur)

 Kadugli (South Kordofan)  

Kosti (White Nile)    

Alfashir (North Darfur)

Damazine (Blue Nile)     

Nyala (South Darfur)     

Kadugli (South Kordofan)      

Elgeneina (West Darfur)      

Kosti (White Nile)        

Malakal (Upper Nile) 

 Kosti (White Nile)   

Kadugli (South Kordofan)
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Table 2: Evolution of household purchasing power  
 

Evolution of Purchasing Power Main Reasons

South Sudan

White Nile

A significant Increase in sorghum price during 

April

Increase in livestock prices and almost stable 

maize prices.
Central Equatoria

Upper Nile

The terms of trade between livestock owners (bull) and maize in 

April compared with March 2011  favour bull owners against grain 

producers    

The terms of trade between livestock owners (bull) and crop 

producers in April compared with March 2011  favour grain 

producers against bull owners   

Drop in sorghum prices and increase in livestock 

prices

North Sudan

South Darfur

South Kordofan

West Darfur

Drop in sorghum prices and increase in livestock 

prices

The terms of trade between adult male goat (medium size) and 

sorghum in April compared with March 2011 favour goat owners  

against grain producers (17% increase in the terms of trade).

Stable terms of trade between adult male goat (medium size) and 

sorghum in April compared with March 2011

The terms of trade between adult male goat (medium size) and 

sorghum in April compared with March 2011 favour goat owners  

against grain producers (35% increase in the terms of trade).

Region State

Blue Nile

North Darfur

A slight drop in livestock prices 

Region Fact Sheet

Stable terms of trade between adult male goat (medium size) and 

sorghum in April compared with March 2011

The terms of trade between adult male goat (medium size) and 

sorghum in April compared with March 2011  favour grain 

producers against goat owners 

Stable terms of trade between between adult male goat (medium 

size) and sorghum in April compared with March 2011

A slight change in the prices of livestock

Increase in both sorghum and livestock prices but 

at different rates

A slight increase in livestock prices 
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 Table 3: Magnitude of quarterly price changes and contribution to the cost of the food basket, by state and commodity 
 

 
 

 

  

Commulative imapct of 

the quarter

Commulative imapct from 5 

year average

Sorghum 63% -4% -4% -32% -29% 124%

Sorghum food aid 75% -8% -6% 3% -4% 225%

 

Sorghum 75% 2% -9% -13% -5% 198%

 

Sorghum 60% 18% 7% -3% -12% 59%

Millet 9% 4% 6% 9% 120%

Sorghum 75% -3% -22% -11% -4% 117%

Sorghum 60% -8% -11% -33% -36% 53%

Millet 9% -5% -6% -6% 104%

Maize 73% -9% 33% 45%

Sorghum 71% -13% 100% 131%

Remarks

Region State Main staple food

% Caloric 

contribution

 Change from 

Last Quarter    

(% change)

Seasonally 

adjusted 

quarterly change 

(% change)

Monthly change 

from last Year 

(% change)

Quarterly 

change from 

last year        

(% change)

Quarterly change 

from Last 5 years 

(% change)

% Contribution to the cost of the food basket Price trends 

of the main 

staple

Low impact with stable 

sorghum price 

North Darfur -6% 169% -8%

North Sudan

Blue Nile -3% 78% -4%

Low impact with stable 

sorghum price 

South Darfur 1% 149% 2%

Low impact with stable 

sorghum price 

West Darfur -2% 87% -3%

Low impact with stable 

sorghum price 

South Kordofan 11% 46% 18%

High impact with high 

increase in sorghum 

price

South Sudan

Central Equatoria -7% NA -9%

White Nile -5% 41% -8%

Low impact with stable 

sorghum price 

Low impact with stable 

maize price 

Upper Nile -9% NA -13%

Low impact with 

decrease in sorghum 

price 

Imapct Codes

Low price impact on the cost of the food basket (<5%)

Moderate price impact on the cost of the food basket (5- 10%)

High price impact on the cost of the food basket (11-20%)

Very high price impact on the cost of the food basket (>20%)

Price Trend Codes

>-10% Change from previous quarter

>10% Change from previous quarter

<-10% Change from previous quarter



Northern

N Darfur

R Sea

Nile

N Kordofan

Jonglei

S Darfur
U Nile

S Kordofan

Gedaref

W Equatoria E Equatoria

Kassala

Lakes

Unity

W Darfur

W B El Ghazal

Sennar

Warrab

Blue Nile

White Nile
Gezira

C Equatoria

Khartoum

N B El Ghazal

N Darfur N Kordofan

Jonglei

E Equatoria

Kassala

Northern R Sea

Nile

S Darfur
U Nile

S Kordofan

Gedaref

Lakes

Unity

W Equatoria

W Darfur

W B El Ghazal

Sennar

Warrab

Blue Nile

White Nile
Gezira

C Equatoria

Khartoum

N B El Ghazal

 Imapct Codes

Low price impact on the cost of the food basket (<5%)
Moderate price impact on the cost of the food basket (5- 10%)
High price impact on the cost of the food basket (11-20%)
Very high price impact on the cost of the food basket (>20%)

Magnitude of Quarterly Price Changes and Contibution
 to the Cost of the Food Basket by State

Commulative Impact 
of Quarter Change

Commulative Impact
 from 5 Year Average

N Darfur N Kordofan

Jonglei

Kassala

Northern R Sea

Nile

S Darfur
U Nile

S Kordofan

Gedaref

Lakes

Unity

W Equatoria

W Darfur

W B El Ghazal

E Equatoria

Sennar

Warrab

Blue Nile

White Nile
Gezira

C Equatoria

Khartoum

N B El Ghazal

Price Trend of the
 main Staple

         Price Trend Codes

>-10% Change from previous quarter
>10% Change from previous quarter
<-10% Change from previous quarter




